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Mark Your Calendar
3 8:30 am - 12 pm Pots/Tray Cleaning -Greenhouse Cmte.; 
    SPGA Barn Area.

4 9 am - 12 pm SPGA Garden Workday; SPGA

6 9 am - 3 pm Quilt Cmte.; OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm.

9 11 am - 1 pm Publicity Cmte.; OUSE Lg. Conf. Rm.

10 6 pm - 7 pm Open House MGV Orientation; OSUE  
   Lg. Conf. Rm.

11 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm BOT Meeting; OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm.

12-14 Master Gardener State conference;  
   Greene County

18 9 am - 12 pm SPGA Garden Workday

21 9 am Fall Clean Up; Hartman Rock Garden

25 9 am - 12 pm LWN Cmte. Meeting; SPGA -LWN  
   Garden Area. 
  3:30 pm - 5 pm Community Garden Meeting; OSUE 
   Lg. Conf. Rm.

26 11 am Education Cmte.; OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm. 
  1 pm Recognition Banquet Cmte. Meeting;  
   OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm.

Nov 1  9 am - 12 pm SPGA Garden Workday; SPGA

Sauerkraut German Band entertained at Snyder 
Park Gardens and Arbortetum.

Joyce 
Brenneman, 

Joyce Watson 
and Jack 

May getting 
ready for the 
2023 SPGA 

Jubilee..
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Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers

I can’t believe that it’s October already!  If you 
haven’t been down to Snyder Park Gardens 
& Arboretum, I would encourage you to visit 
as soon as possible and before a frost!  It’s 
absolutely stunning.  The Springfield Foundation 
Feature Garden is full of beautiful fall colors 
along with the annual grasses and petunias.  
The roses are coming back into another flush of 
blooms.  And the cultivar trials still look beautiful.  
Thanks so much to all of our committees 
and MGVs who put tons of hours in all of the 
gardens.  They all were fantastic this season.  
Thank you for all you do to keep it looking in top 
condition.

I also can’t believe it’s been 30 years since 
the MGV program started!  Where has the time 
gone?  I am not that old am I?  I can officially 
retire this month but I am still having too much 
fun in my job.  I will go at least another year.  
We will be working on a strategic plan for the 
gardens and the MGV program overall this 
winter.  Watch for details in the next couple of 
newsletters.

The SPGA committee met recently and 
has a list of items that will be in the works for 
2024.  I am going to look into the cost of adding 
additional irrigation to the other gardens, the 
bed in front of the new entrance needs designed 
and planted, the area to the west of the Wingert 
Tossey Pavilion needs to be landscaped, and 
hopefully more sidewalks.  Individual committees 
and the SPGA committee will meet over the 
winter to determine priorities and where the 
funding will come from.  Stay tuned.

I can never thank you all enough for what you 
do for Ohio State University Extension.  Your 
dedication to the program and to the community 
is overwhelming and truly appreciated.  Many of 
you volunteer for more than one organization.  I 
want to be just like you all when I retire!

Thanks for all you do. 
Pam

Pamela J. Bennett  
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

In the Gardens...
Happy Fall!!

I have such a good feeling about the future of 
Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum. It is because 
of all of you, the members who work so hard in 
so many different ways to make this park a place 
of calm, beauty, and a reflection of our combined 
passions.

The camaraderie and laughter are a big part 
of my delight in work sessions. It is good to hear 
the chatter and giggles, the sharing of life’s joys 
and junk in the caring nature of every worker. 
This brings me to share some thoughts about 
how the gardens are progressing and dreams of 
where we can go in the future. 

There are many worker bees that come 
and maintain the gardens that are so lovingly 
designed and planted. The important work 
of weeding, planting and mulching is truly 
appreciated, whether you can help for a few 
hours or many.  If you are not physically up to 
the hands-on work, remember there are also 
many ways to help and add your gifts to our 
organization. If you are trying to figure out how to 
be useful and productive as a Master Gardener 
Volunteer talk to your friends, your MGV mentor, 
any committee chair or Beth if you need ideas on 
how you can contribute.  We have plenty to do 
and are so appreciative of your help.

We want to thank all of the Master Gardener 
Volunteers on their commitment to serve our 
community.  To maintain a place to be proud of, 
somewhere to focus the energy of our vision and 
to dream of completing established gardens is 
our mission.

Fall is in the air! 
Sue Ann

“Above all, watch with glittering eyes the whole world 
around you because the greatest secrets are always 
hidden in the most unlikely places. Those who don’t 
believe in magic will never find it.”

-Roald Dahl
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WHAT’S GROWING ON
Clark County United Way Service Day on September 

15th was a success! The weather cooperated and it 
was a beautiful morning for us to be in the gardens at 
SPGA. 
Thank-you’ s to:
• The Clark State baseball team for their service (and 

muscles!). With their assistance, we were able to 
relocate upwards of 50 hydrangeas from the Fallen 
Log area to their new cozy home in the shade 
garden. SPGA visitors will be able to delight in all 
the blooms as they enjoy our new picnic tables. 

• The students and staff from Springfield-Clark CTC 
for weeding, edging and mulching around the roses 
in the new field study beds. We hope you enjoyed 
your visit and learned a lot about the gardens from 
your tour. 

• The brave gentlemen who tackled the thistle patch 
next to the dog park. 

• The Clark County Juvenile Court employees for 
weeding in the large hydrangea beds and the 
Garden of Eatin’. 

• Debbie LeMelle and Loretta Blazer for taking on the 
weeds in the peony garden. 

• Pam Bennett for her leadership and help with 
preparations, Deb Brugger and Connie Mitchell for 
providing education and guidance, Mark Finnegan 
for getting up early to rototill and all his assistance 
with transplanting the hydrangeas and last but not 
least, Sue Ann Dill for staying afterward to help us 
clean up and water everything. 

Speaking of the new picnic tables, we have received 
the spacers that we need to finish building the benches, 
so we are hoping to get the crew back together soon to 
complete the assembly project.

The Tree Sub-Committee recently spent a sunny 
Wednesday morning walking around and labeling the 
new trees that have been planted in SPGA over the past 
couple of years. It was a fun, healthy and educational 
activity. We plan to order official identification tags with 
the proper nomenclature sometime soon. 

Due to the threat of inclement weather on September 
27th, the Clark County Local Foods Council Community 
Gardens meeting was rescheduled for October 4th.  
The meeting will begin at 5:30 pm at the New Carlisle 
Community Garden, 621 Walsh St., New Carlisle, 
and then the group will also visit FYI Gardens, 468 N 
Dayton-Lakeview Rd, New Carlisle. Anyone with an 
interest in our Community Garden program is invited to 
attend.

The OSUE All Things Landscape event at Windy Knoll 
Golf Club will take place on October 27th. Stay tuned 
for program information and registration details. 

We held our first Open House for potential 2024 MGV 
Interns this past week. Thank you to Sue Ann, Christi, 
Deb and Connie for your support and help with

October
1st Susie Broidy
2nd Joyce Watson
12th Joyce Brenneman
15th Susan Miller
18th Ed Wozniak
28th Carolyn Schreck
31st Natheta Mercer
31st Ruth Ann Rahim

Snyder Park Gardens & 
Arboretum Committee

We will be meeting in the large conference 
room at the office on October 20, 2023 from 
10:00 a.m. – noon.  All garden committee chairs 
should be in attendance or send someone on 
your behalf.  We will be talking in more detail 
about plans for 2024 and priorities, funding, 
etc.  In addition, I hope to have the donation 
acceptance policy ready to go as well.

Pam Bennett

What’s Growing On cont. on pg. 10
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Committee Reports
PeReNNIAl COMMITTee 

While we are busy harvesting or canning our 
goodies from the garden, we also get to sit back 
with a hot drink and be amazed at how beautiful our 
gardens look after all of the hard work !

Earlier in the summer, Marilyn Hinderer, Diane 
Catenacci and a lot of volunteers removed many 
plants from the SFFG beds and planted new 
varieties. The beds look much more cohesive and 
restful to the eye.

Jerri Taylor worked very hard getting 2  large pieces 
of Artwork on the Clubhouse. We have to give a 
huge Thank You to Butch Reid, Jeff Taylor and Doug 
Hinderer. They worked very hard to get the artwork 
installed. 

 The Triangle Beds were rototilled 
and new plants were bought and some 
adopted from the Barn area.  It looks 
amazing now. Thank you to Mark 
Finnegan for rototilling.

Hallelujah…. the new pots were 
received, flowers were planted and put 
on the patio. Those along with the new 
benches and tables look spectacular. 

The Clubhouse Alcoves had their 
brick walkways redone. Thank you to 
Coldwell Bankers/The Solomon Group 
for the brick path restorations. 

We had a great turnout for SPGA 
Jubilee. The Face Painting and Balloon 
art was a hit. 

While we have all been working very 
hard, we also  took some time for fun and 
went on a great Field Trip. Marilyn Hinderer 
set up tours at Marianist Environmental 
Education Center (MEEC), Wegerzyn 
Gardens and The Grotto Gardens. Very 
educational and fun. I think we all came 
away thinking… ”Hmmm, I need one of 
those plants.”

Perennial Committee Chairs, 
Sandy Forstrom, Jerri Taylor and Marilyn 
Hinderer

VICTORY GARdeN COMMITTee 
The 2023 Victory Garden is history. We had a very 

successful season with 7227 pounds of produce  
delivered to the Second Harvest. We had some 
pilferage that we thought we had taken care of by 
putting a lock on the door, but before the last day of 
harvest someone cut the plastic fencing and made 
entry. There’s not too much we can do except fix it 
for next year but it’s something I will ponder over 
the winter months. Drew, Mark and I want to thank 
everyone who helped with the garden and a shout 
out to Dick O’Neill and Terry Gregory, non master 
gardeners, who helped out immensely in the garden. 

See everyone next year.  
Mark Finnegan, Ed Wozniak and Drew Titone

Clubhouse garden with new 
artwork and patio with new 
tables and pots

MGV visiting the Grotto 
Garden at the Dayton VA 

Medical Center.
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HOlIdAY SWAG COMMITTee 
Information for 2023

Each year our talented MGVs make stunning 
fresh greenery door swags for patients who have 
appointments on distribution day in early December 
at the Mercy Health Springfield Regional Cancer 
Center.

Further details on volunteering for this “opportunity” 
in HOC will be forthcoming; details will also be in the 
November Blades and Blooms. Tentatively, dates 
include:

•	 Greenery cutting at various locations: last week 
of November or early December.

•	 Assembly of swags at location TBA: 
Wednesday, December 6, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
(sign up will be required due to limited space)

•	 Distribution at the Cancer Center: Thursday, 
December 7, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm (signup will 
be required)

Besides volunteering in HOC, you may sign up by 
calling, texting, or emailing:

Judy Finnegan at (937)207-6705, email: jfinnegan@
woh.rr.com

Mark Finnegan at (937)903-6945, email: 
mfinnegan@woh.rr.com or

Karen Titone at (937)765-0126, email: klspt81@aol.
com

Meanwhile, supplies for decorating the swags are 
needed; we will be accepting donations of artificial 
ornaments (balls and ornaments, NON-GLASS 
ONLY, no glitter and wire-edged ribbon) this fall. And 
as you put your gardens to bed look for natural items 
which could embellish the swags—unique pinecones, 
seed pods, sturdy grasses, and dried flowers. Please 
note we are unable to use thistle or sweet gum 
balls because of their prickly nature. Please bring 
your donations to the November general meeting, 
to the workshop on December 6th, or contact a co-
chair if you are unable to attend these events and 
we will make arrangements with you to pick up your 
donations.

As many of you will proudly recall, the Holiday 
Swag Project began in 2008 with twenty swags being 
presented to patients; in 2020, 106 swags were 
created by forty volunteers and given to patients. 
Based on the 2021 swag distribution, Clark County 
Master Gardeners applied for Ohio’s large project 
award, and received this honor in 2022 at the State 
Master Gardener Conference in Cleveland, Ohio.

As those who have participated in this “opportunity” 

will attest, the comments heard from Cancer Center 
patients and staff are richly rewarding and bring 
the true meaning of Christmas to the hearts of all 
involved. The assembly day, December 6th, is a 
fun-filled event; it is amazing to view the creativity of 
fellow MGVs and the difference in each swag. Please 
spare some time from your busy holiday schedule, 
mark your calendar and come join us! 

Committee Chairs, 
Karen Titone, Judy Finnegan and Mark Finnegan

2022 Swag assembly day.
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lANdSCAPe WITH NATuRe 
COMMITTee 

October is a good time to evaluate what is still 
blooming and make notes for next years garden plan. 
Most of the plants in LWN beds are native perennials 
or their cultivars. An advantage of perennials is 
they usually return without having to repurchase. A 
disadvantage is they may reseed to unwanted areas 
or otherwise migrate and out compete more desirable 
specimens. Every year we plant annual Zinnias 
in Bee Haven to provide a long season of blooms 
for butterflies and public enjoyment. This year we 
planted Thumbelina Zinnias. The package of seeds 
indicated a height of 6” to 8” but they grew 2 to 3 
feet. Next year we will try Lilliput for a lower Zinnia 
bed that does not hide the asters and beehives in 
the garden.  LWN has five spectacular perennials 
blooming now in late September. Come visit them!

Tom Davidson, LWN Co-Chair

Thumbelina Zinnias.

Russian Sage  perovskia.

New England Asters.

Goldenrod Fireworks.

Sunflower maxmillian.

Donna Meister getting LWN 
garden ready for the SPGA 
Jubilee.
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eARlY OHIO SeTTleRS 
COMMITTee 

The Early Ohio Settler’s Garden members met to 
review our 2023 garden and to plan for the garden of 
2024.

Successful events of the year were our Educational 
programs; topics included Insect Hotel, Pioneer 
Perennials (which was rained out after just getting 
started), Hops (held on the club house porch due to 
rain) presented by Hank Morgan, and Saturday and 
Sunday presentations in June of The Ohio Pioneer 
Garden at historic Crabill Homestead on Croft 
Road. We had a wonderful day at SPGA Jubilee in 
August—the weather was a perfect summer day—we 
served samples of food made from our produce of 
the year, made by Beth Staas (dill and sweet pickles), 
Joyce Studebaker (pickled beets), Jean Rickards 
(rhubarb bread), Kim Bachman (bean soup) and 
Judy Finnegan (strawberry popcorn). Our tours of the 
garden at the height of summer glory were presented 
by guides dressed in costumes of the 1850 settler. 
We added to our Bulletin Board on the side of the 
Outhouse information and picture displays throughout 
the year to provide education on our garden and the 
time period it represents. Thanks to Sonya Rhyal and 
Nancy Best and all who created the displays. A labor-
intensive project of the year was applying linseed oil 
on the outside of the picket fence to help preserve 
it from the elements. The deer deterrent was 
remarkably successful in keeping these creatures 
from affecting the productivity of the garden. Kim 
Bachman saved produce for preserving our heirloom 
seeds for next year. Thank you to Cynthia Valente 
who donated a pickaxe like the settlers would have 
used; the axe was in her family and will be displayed 
at educational events.

We discussed what needed to be improved from 
2023—the weather was not so cooperative for 
growing our pocket melons, the compass plant, early 
peas, and ripening the tomatoes. But the strawberries 
were abundant and delicious, the cardoons were 
prolific and loved by the bees, and the hops were 
trained to grow on the rope trellis and not on the 
fence! Mark Finnegan discovered while moving the 
wagon to prevent the wheels from deteriorating 
that one of the wheels HAD deteriorated and needs 
repair. We have a name of someone who could do 
this for us.

Still needing to be done this year: we hope to move 
the strawberry patch to the area on the left of the 
east gate and decrease the size of the patch as it 
has grown and spread so well; remaining plants will 
be available to garden members interested. And we 
are going to conduct soil testing. And we hope to be 
able as the plants are dying down to apply the coat 
of linseed oil on the inside of the fence; volunteers 
who like to imitate Tom Sawyer are welcome!!  

And the lettering on the seed saver signs needs to be 
repainted.  And the Final chore: putting the garden to 
bed—covering with a blanket of leaves collected from 
SPGA by Dennis Latimer and covering the layer with 
chicken wire and bricks to keep them in place during 
the winter. WHEW—the work of the settler is never 
done!

Great discussion on plans for 2024! Decreasing the 
size of the strawberry patch will allow for introducing 
more variety to our crops, such as Tom Thumb 
pumpkins, maybe turnips if we can find an heirloom 
variety and asparagus. Topics for Education events 
include: Using the broom corn to demonstrate how 
to make a broom; repeating the rained-out Pioneer 
Perennials; repeating the Hops program due to great 
interest; how the settlers preserved food to last the 
winters; how the settlers dyed clothing (Fiberfest 
vendors are going to be contacted to see if any dye 
their products and if they would like to attend SPGA 
Jubilee); how the settlers came to Ohio and why 
they settled in our area. Bulletin Board: we would 
like to change topics at least monthly, and provide 
more education on time period of garden, what is 
developing in the garden each month and more about 
the produce planted. Digging a well with potable 
water and installing a working pump the settlers 
would have used for the experience of using a pump 
by visitors to the garden; this project is a long-term 
goal. Jean Rickards will plant “Nigra” hollyhocks in 
the flower corner and dyer corner. As she always 
does, Jean Rickards will order needed seeds from 
Monticello and other heirloom sources for next year.

We invite all MGVs to join us for the joy of 
gardening plus the fascinating historical aspect of our 
garden.
Judy and Mark Finnegan, Kim Bachman, co-chairs

A few MGVs 
attempting 
to hide in the 
corn.

A cleaned up 
flower bed, 
courtesy of 

Jean Rickards.
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Backyard News
Last spring I was excited to tell you that our wetland 

project was finally underway.  For many reasons, 
all related to water, the project was put on hold.  
Friends, in early September the project started back 
up!

In the spring, the excavation company showed up 
with massive equipment that the water and mud in 
our wetland just gobbled up.  It was frustrating and 
disappointing to watch that equipment 
drive away, but as the spring pollinators 
moved back into the wetland we couldn’t 
go through the massive disruption that 
digging a pond through the summer 
would cause, so we sent the excavation 
company away with assurances that 
they would be back in the fall.  The 
spring and summer wore on, much like 
other springs and summers, with a few 
notable differences.  

If you’ve read much about establishing 
a prairie, you know that disruption 
is a key to maintaining a prairie.  A 
disturbance like a fire or an annual 
mowing can stimulate and refresh plant 
growth.  It turns out that partially digging 
a pond and running too-large equipment 
through a field can also stimulate growth.  
The outer parts of the wetland seemed 
to have a renewal of the wonderful native plants that 
we’ve inventoried over the past few years.  We had 
giant stands of purple iron weed, drifts of boneset, 
patches of blue vervain, milkweed everywhere.  In 
the fall, Joe Pye drifted along the banks of the creek.  
We had never seen Joe Pye on our property before.

But most of the wetland, acres of the wetland, 
were covered in annual ragweed.  I, a human with 
allergies, lived in head-stuffed despair.  But I learned 
that annual ragweed is great for pollinators and birds, 
and it seems to act as a cover crop for other plants 
that are trying to establish themselves.  It also offers 
open but hidden areas for birds to nest.  Throughout 
the summer I watched many birds, including the 
elusive indigo bunting, dive gleefully into the ragweed 
like a kid in a Willie Wonka-like wonderland.

But after a summer with fifteen inches of rain and 

a head that would not unstuff, I was so glad to see 
the excavation company reappear.  They showed up 
in early fall with a fleet of smaller equipment and a 
steely determination to get this project done.  And get 
it done they did.  In the spring, they could not keep 
the equipment going.  It was so big it just kept sinking 
in the mud.  But the smaller fleeter equipment ran on 
tracks instead of wheels.  It seemed to float over the 
wetland.  The crew started on a Tuesday morning 
and ran all day, day after day – back and forth, back 

and forth – and the pond slowly started 
to take shape.  

This excavation company typically 
builds huge projects like subdivision 
infrastructures or commercial parking 
lots.  Each night husband Tom and I 
would walk around the area and marvel 
as the wetland pond took form.  It struck 
me that we too were builders.  We were 
building habitat for some of the other 
creatures that call this planet home.  
And every night they were showing up 
with us:  dozens of cedar waxwings in 
the dead cottonwood tree;  so many 
killdeer I didn’t try to count them; frogs, 
dragonflies, butterflies.  All showing up 
as if to say “hurry, we’re ready to move 
in.”

The process was humbling and awe 
inspiring. I was struck by the power we 
humans have when we work together.  

Tom and I, we two dreamers, had done a lot of work 
in that wetland, but when we joined forces with 
Tecumseh Land Trust, US Fish and Wildlife and VTF 
Construction the possibilities exploded.  

Together, we humans can accomplish so much.  All 
it takes is a dream - whether it’s building a wetland 
or turning an old golf course into a garden and 
arboretum - and some like-minded people.  Then you 
start the journey, put one foot in front of the other and 
watch the miracle unfold.
Happy Gardening! 
Susan Miller

Boneset, Ironweed, 
Lobelia

The pond under construction

Rainbow Run Pond
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lids seemed like period marks on the 
final pages of summer.

“There’re still more green tomatoes 
left in this pail,” Evelyn groaned, as 
she gathered her things together. 
Even two pairs of hands had their 
limits.

“No problem,” I grinned, “I know a 
lady who loves them fried.”

GIVE ME VALIUM—Or give me a garden by Anne 
Nelson, Greenprints-Autumn 1993

Saturday, 8:30 a.m. The five-year-old is crying 
because Daddy ate up all the cookies last night. 
The baby lavishly decorated his highchair and 
surrounding walls, ceiling, and floors with his cereal. 
It is warm outside, one of those fall mornings when 
the wind slows down, the sun heats up, and the 
tomatoes blossom as joyously and ephemerally as a 
daylily in summer.

My plan is to get the living room really clean, and 
then tackle the kitchen…

There are Duplos under the couch, behind the 
chair, down the hall, and in the kitchen. They clatter 
into their bucket and the baby comes crawling, 
intrigued. I set down the bucket, it makes a satisfying 
clack, and I get down on my stomach to fish socks 
and crackers out from under the TV couch. The baby 
squeals, dumps the Duplos all over the floor, and 
puts the bucket on his head.

I clamber back upright. There are Duplos under 
the couch, behind the chair, down the hall, and in 
the kitchen. I decide that they lend a festive air to 
the general décor, and maybe it would be better to 
concentrate on the kitchen.

The dishwasher door squeaks as I open it. The 
baby abandons the Duplo bucket and heads for the 
kitchen at mach one crawl. There are few things he 
enjoys as much as pulling dirty dishes out of the 
dishwasher as I put them in.

I catch myself grinding my teeth…
I put the baby in the backpack, find the five-year-

old his shoes, and we are down the back steps, 
into the world of buddleia and butterfly, asters, 
rudbeckias, and a few last roses, stubborn among 
the thorns. I weed a bit, prune a bit, cut a big bouquet 
of black-eyed Susans. An indistinct humming drifts 
up from the back fence, where big brother is making 
modifications to the extensive system of tunnels he 
dug this summer. The baby falls asleep on my back.

The sun climbs through the maples, glints off 
leaves as brilliant as tiffany glass, and lifts one last 
hymn before the twig, and the bark, of winter.

Gatherings about Gardens
GREEN TOMATO DAY—The last 
canning of fall by Glenda Emigh, 
Greenprints-Autumn 1997

Jars of homegrown tomatoes cooled 
on the counter as my friend, Evelyn, and 
I admired our afternoon’s efforts. I was 
teaching her how to can and had been 
surprised at how fast the chore had gone 
with two pairs of hands and easy chatter.

“But what’ll we do about all the green ones?” 
Evelyn wondered aloud.

Our late September nights were growing longer 
and noticeably colder, and that bright harvest moon 
seemed to be suggesting we gather everything in 
before the big one hit and Jack Frost sent them all 
to that big tomato patch in the sky. For the past few 
years, since my children had grown and gone, I had 
simply picked the green tomatoes and given them 
to a lady I knew who has a fondness for eating them 
fried. But now, with help…

“Do you like mincemeat?” I asked Evelyn. “Or do 
your children like hot dog relish?”

“It’s a lot of work,” I warned her, as we stripped 
vines of the remaining tomatoes and made plans for 
the next day.

The sky was bright blue and cloudless, setting off 
the red and yellow changing leaves. It was a perfect 
day to be outside, I noted as I pulled the wooden 
picnic table out into the yard and screwed the grinder 
onto one end.

I scrubbed and quartered firm green tomatoes 
and apples, while Evelyn turned the grinder handle. 
Green juice was soon dribbling out one end and into 
the grass as she filled pan after pan with the ground 
fruit.

Back in the kitchen, we added raisins, brown sugar, 
vinegar and spices and cooked until the whole house 
smelled like a Christmas pie.

We sat down to a quick lunch of sandwiches and 
tea, with water bubbling in the canner for background 
music. Mincemeat down. Relish to go.

I scrubbed and quartered more tomatoes and, this 
time, carried them with peppers and onions to be 
fed into the grinder. We were grateful for the autumn 
breeze, which spared us onion tears by carrying the 
strong smell away.

Another pot, more sugar and vinegar and a 
tablespoon of turmeric, and we were rewarded with 
the pungent aroma of relish simmering on the stove.

We were tired as we cleaned the kitchen, but it was 
a satisfied, well-earned exhaustion. A double batch 
each of green tomato mincemeat and relish cooled 
on the counter. The gentle popping sounds of sealing 

Gatherings about Gardens cont. on pg. 10
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THE END OF SUMMER by Edna St. Vincent Millay
When poppies in the garden bleed,

And coreopsis goes to seed,
And pansies, blossoming past their prime,

Grow small and smaller all the time,
When on the mown field, shrunk and dry,

Brown dock and purple thistle lie,
And smoke from forest fires at noon
Can make the sun appear the moon,
When apple seeds, all white before,

Begin to darken in the core,
I know that summer, scarcely here,

Is gone until another year.

SUNFLOWER SEEDS by Patricia Souder
Snappily dressed

in gold-striped tuxedos,
you attract cardinals

and health-food connoisseurs
who strip you

of your dinner-wear
to dine upon

your underwear.

From Maxine: Think of raking leaves as Mother 
Nature’s way of getting you in shape to shovel snow.

Til next time, Judy Finnegan

Gatherings about Gardens cont. from pg. 9

Employee from The Coldwell Bankers/The Solomon 
Group helps with the brick path restorations.

Drew Titone with a very well behaved furry 
companion.

Clubhouse Garden looking its best before the 
2023 SPGA Jubilee.

What’s Growing on cont. from pg. 3

preparations. Our next Open House will be Tuesday, 
October 10th from 6-7pm. This is an informational 
session about the Master Gardener Volunteer program. 
If you know of anyone who is interested in learning 
more about becoming an MGV please share this 
information with him/her. 

For those who may not have heard, we need all 
Clark MGV to enter their volunteer hours for the year 
so far in Hands on Connect by October 15th so we can 
pull the records in time for our recognition celebration 
on November 13th. Please let me know if you need 
assistance. 

We can’t say it enough; but thank you so much to all 
who have been coming out to help on SPGA garden 
workdays. Please know that all you do to help create 
and maintain the gardens is greatly appreciated, not 
only by Pam, me and our fellow MGV but by our entire 
community. 
Beth Brooks
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More pictures from the 2023 SPGA Jubilee
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Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505

SPGA Garden  
Clean Ups are  

October 4th & 18th

9 am - 12 pm
Clark State College baseball team helps to relocate 
hydranges to a shadier location.

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark County, 
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937.398.7600. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett. 
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more 
information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.


