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The Woods in May
by Ellwood Roberts

There dwells a subtle fragrance 
Within the woods of May, 

That baffles all description, 
Inviting us to stay. 

Aroma of the spring-time. 
Of bursting buds it tells, 

Of wild flowers bright unfolding 
From out their tiny cells. 

The new-born leaves a tender 
And brilliant green display; 

When come the heats of summer, 
It quickly flies away. 

Among the trees we wander, 
With sense of keen delight; 

We may not feel it later, 
Though sunshine be as bright. 

Sweet Nature’s resurrection 
From Winter’s ice and snow, 

Fills woods of May with beauty 

Gatherings about Gardens  cont. from pg. 8

From Charlie Miller

History Chat/ The Hartman Rock 
Garden
A History Chat for ages 16 & older and will take 
place on Wednesday, May 22 from 6:00 to 7:00 
pm at the Davidson Interpretive Center.  Historian 
Kevin Rose will present a talk on the history and 
significance of the Hartman Rock Garden, a 
nationally recognized visionary art environment 
by self-taught artist Ben Hartman.  Kevin will 
examine the environment through five of its most 
iconic objects in an attempt to understand Ben 
Hartman›s inspirations and creative process 
during this free program. Registration is required 
by May 20 and is available online by going 
to ntprd.org or by calling the Clark County Park 
District at 937-328-7275.

Penny Dunbar, CYSA, CPRP  
National Trail Parks and Recreation District  
1301 Mitchell Blvd. 
Springfield, Ohio 45503 
937-328-7275

Beyond all else we know. 
The fragrant honeysuckle, 

And dogwood flowers white, 
Bloom here in all their glory, 

A vision of delight. 
How natural to linger 

Among the woods of May, 
So many wonders are there, 

Inviting us to stay. 
Each bush and tree has treasures 

Of leaf, or bud, or flower; 
No art there is like Nature’s, 
When she exerts her power. 

A tender, new-born glory, 
The leaflets all display, 

There dwells a subtle fragrance 
Around our path to-day; 

It bids us pause and linger, 
Ere it be gone for aye. 

What joy and peace and sweetness 
Within the woods of May!

Til next time, Judy Finnegan
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2024 MGV Intern Pirate Potluck

Pirate Pam Bennett congratulating the pirate 
winners.

MGVs and Intern competing for first place in the 
Pirate costume contest.

Some of the 2024 Intern Class in a lighter moment 
with our new Event Management Coordinator Salena 
Hall.

MGVs Gary and Joyce Watson as a pirate 
couple.

Powerful Pirate Ocean Brew with parrot guarding it 
at the potluck table.
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MGVs Kim Bachman and Linda McCann working on 
their hypertufa garden contaniers.

Getting the hypertufa mix just right to make the best 
contaniers.

Everyone working diligently on their containers with a 
little help from instructor Pam Thullen.

MGV Sandy Forstrom shows some of the materials 
that go into the mix to make hypertufa.

Hypertufa Workshop Put On by the 
Perennial Committee
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Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505

SPGA  
General Garden  
clean up dates  
May 1st & 15th

One of the early peony plants in bloom at 
SPGA.

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark County, 
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937.398.7600. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett. 
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more 
information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.


