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9  Easter Sunday
10 11 am - 1 pm Publicity Cmte. - OSUE Lg Conf.Rm.
11 1 pm - 3 pm MGV Handbook Meeting - OSUE Sm.  
  Conf. Rm.
12 1 pm - 3 pm Lawn and Garden Helpline Training -  
  OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm. 
 5:30 - 7:30 pm Board of Trustees - OSUE Sm. Conf. Rm.
9 11 am - 1 pm Publicity Cmte. - OSUE LG Conf. Rm.
13 10 am -?? Great American Cleanup - Bechtle Ave.  
  by Hobby Lobby
14 1 pm - 3 pm Wild about Wildflowers Walk w/ Pam  
  Bennett - Location TBD
18 1 pm - 3 pm Plant Sale Cmte. - OSUE Sm. Conf. Rm.
19 1 pm - 3 pm SPGA Tree Cmte. - OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm.
21 1 pm - 3 pm Policy & Procedure Cmte. - OSUE Sm.  
  Conf. Rm. 
 1 pm - 3 pm Wild about Wildflowers Walk w/ Pam  
  Bennett - Location TBA
22 9 am - 11am Native Plant Workshop - SPGA Barn  
  Fenced Area 
 12 pm - 3 pm Earth Day - Plants & Pints at Mother  
  Stewart’s
24 1 pm - 3 pm SPGA Cmte. - OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm.
27 11 am - 12 pm Education Cmte. - OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm. 
 1 pm - 4 pm Speedway Volunteers working at SPGA 
28 1 pm - 3 pm Wild about Wildflowers Walk w/ Pam  
  Bennett - Location TBA

Mark Your Calendar
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Pam’s Posies
Greetings!  Spring is here, this we know.  However, 

the weather is just not cooperating for those of 
us anxious to get into the gardens.  It will come, I 
promise, I just don’t know when.  I, like many of you 
I am sure, are more than ready for a wonderfully 
warm weekend in which I can go outside and work 
myself to the bone on Saturday.  And of course, what 
follows is a Sunday in which I can’t move – but so be 
it!  Bring it on.

I am excited that the groundbreaking for the grand 
entrance to Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum 
has taken place.  They should be finished in about 
six weeks, which will be way ahead of the August 
deadline.  It’s very exciting to know that we have this 
happening.

Other signage will also be happening this 
season.  I am working with the National Trail Parks 
and Recreation District on directional signage 
for the gardens.  I am also working with OSU 
communications and marketing on interpretive 
signage for the gardens and each of the gardens will 
have a sign for the name of the garden.  This is going 
to be a huge improvement in the gardens.

In addition, I have mentioned in the past that we 
are expanding sidewalks with a generous grant from 
the Springfield Foundation and a grant from the 
Turner Foundation.  Those will be in place for the 
summer as well.

We are keeping the Cultivar Trials (Field Trials) in 
the same location and will be developing the area 
to the west of the Wingert Tossey Pavilion with 
additional plantings.  This will likely be in fall 2023 or 
spring 2024.  We are in the process of updating the 
Springfield Foundation Feature Garden Perennial 
beds and plan on having SunPatiens, donated by 
Sakata, for the annual beds.

And we planted over 3,000 spring-blooming bulbs 
between the clubhouse and the Pavilion and are 
waiting for them to show!  

I am so proud of the Board of Trustees and the 
Committee Chairs and all our members for the work 
that is occurring in the gardens.  You all are incredibly 
passionate about this project for our community.  
Thank you on behalf of OSU Extension for all that 
you do.  This gem in our community wouldn’t be 
possible without you and your dedication.

Happy Spring Gardening – Pam
Pamela J. Bennett  
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

Table centerpieces of pansies from the 
2023 Perennial School

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Dear Fellow MGV,
“In every gardener, there is a child who believes in 
The Seed Fairy.”  
~ Robert Brandt

Welcome to Spring…hope I didn’t say that too 
loudly, for you know how April can be.  It is the first 
real month of progress toward the blooms of summer, 
our favorite time for gardens.  And, we have so much 
going on at Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum.  Here 
are just a few:

•	 The fence is up, footers are in, and progress is 
being made on our new Entrance Sign!  Thanks 
Missy and crew!

•	 Bulbs are up and blooming, so it was worth 
the cold and wind of November/December 
plantings.  Get down to SPGA to see them if 
you haven’t.

•	 The Plant Sale Committee is in full swing and 
needs your help!  Next meeting: 4/18 @ 1:00 
PM.

•	 Summer programing at SPGA is going to 
be even bigger than last year.  Thanks to all 
Garden Chairs who have provided programs.  

•	 Yoga and Music in the Park are back by 
popular demand this summer.

•	 Garden Docents will be doing regular monthly 
tours in 2023 as well as booked tours.  If you 
know of a group that wishes a tour, please 
have them contact OSU Extension.

I know I say this often, but you are the backbone 
of MGV and we can’t do it without you!  Just look at 
what we are building together and feel proud of our 
gift to this community.

Power to the Plants! 
Deb
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WHAT’S GROWING ON
Beth sent us some more pictures for this month.

Footers for the SPGA Entrance being dug and 
foundations being poured.

SPGA Tree Committee
Those of you on this committee need to wrap up 

your tree presentations!  Please!  Each of you was 
assigned a species or two to research and present.  
Please be sure to teach about the species in general, 
height, width, preferred planting site, any main pest 
problems or interesting facts, and cultivars that might 
be useful in SPGA.  You will be asked if your species 
or cultivars of your species should be included in 
SPGA.  This will inform our decisions regarding 
future plantings in the gardens.  The date for the 
presentations is April 19th from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
in the large conference room at OSUE.  If you can’t 
make this presentation date, please let me know and 
we will work something out!  
Pam

SPEEDWAY VOLUNTEER EFFORT  
APRIL 27, 2023 

As many of you know, we are working to engage 
other people as community volunteers at SPGA to 
help us with the tasks at hand.  On April 27, from 
1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Speedway in Enon will be bringing 
25 volunteers to assist with assorted tasks in the 
garden.  These volunteers will help us with whatever 
garden tasks we come up with.  Therefore, number 
one, any garden committee chairs who have big 
tasks to accomplish this spring and could use a 
few extra hands should let Beth know ASAP.  She 
is developing a list of tasks for the volunteers.  In 
addition, we will need approximately eight to 10 
MGVs to serve as team leaders.  Some of you have 
done this in the past for the Leadership Academy 
Amazing Race and for the United Way/Keep Clark 
County Beautiful community service day (this event 
is not happening this year).  Please let Beth know if 
you can be a team leader and she will get it set up 
in HoC.  On April 27th, team leaders should show 
up at the gardens around noon to gather tools and 
get their assignments.  You will provide leadership 
to a group of volunteers on a specific task. For 
instance, someone may be a team leader for picking 
up twigs and branches while someone else provides 
leadership for deadheading bulbs, etc.  
Thanks – Pam and Beth.Pam Thullen and Marilyn Hinderer taking stock of 

situation for renewing the Springfield Foundation 
Perennial Feature Gardens.
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Committee Reports
PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
Now that it is getting warmer (sometimes) outside, 

here are a few reminders of spring clean-up to do 
around your place. 
Now mind you, I haven’t done this previously, but I 

swear I will this year, I swear.
Early Spring - When the temp is 50 degrees or so, 

(but not too early as some bees and insects are still 
wintering in branches etc.)
1. Clean bird feeders – Some people like to take 

down their bird feeders in spring and store them 
away until fall. If you want to leave them up year-
round, now’s a good time to wash them out and 
fill them with fresh seed or nectar.

2. Make notes as you watch the spring show - 
Some of your spring bulbs should be starting to 
flower. Enjoy the blooms, and take note of any 
empty spots where you’ll want to plant bulbs later 
in the fall.

3. Plant new perennials and cold-hardy annuals - 
Freshly planted perennials need a little time to get 
settled and grow new roots before hot summer 
weather hits. For some quick garden color, 
add a few cool-season annuals, like pansies or 
snapdragons. 

4. Add new trees and shrubs - Plant as soon as 
the ground is no longer frozen. The earlier you 
can do this, the better, so your trees and shrubs 
have enough time to grow new roots before 
temperatures start getting hot.

5. Apply fresh mulch - Once you’re finished 
planting, add a fresh layer of mulch around all 
your new plants. If you mulch now, before weeds 
have a chance to sprout, you’ll have next-to-no 
weeding come summer.

6. After the ground has warmed some, it is safe to 
plant onions, asparagus, rhubarb, strawberries, 
grapevines, small bush fruits, fruit and shade 
trees, evergreens, shrubs, and roses.

7. Lift and divide overgrown clumps of perennials
8.	 Oh, and pick up all of those darned tree branches 

that came down during the wind storms. (but 
remember as soon as you pick them up, the trees 
know this and will drop more).

Late Spring
Deadhead flowering bulbs - Remove spent 

blooms from spring-flowering bulbs; this encourages 
the plants to store energy for next year rather than 

expend it to make seeds. Let the foliage die back 
on its own, and don’t remove it until it’s completely 
yellow or dried up.
Shop for summer annuals - Pick out flats of your 

favorite summer annuals, like petunias, impatiens, 
and zinnias. Choose plants that aren’t yet in bloom, 
because they’ll be stronger.
Start warm-season vegetables - While you’re 

harvesting the radishes and lettuces you sowed early 
in the spring, you can transplant seedlings of warm-
season crops, like tomatoes, peppers, and all sorts of 
herbs.
Plant summer-blooming bulbs - While spring-

blooming bulbs should be planted in the fall, summer-
blooming bulbs, like dahlias and gladiolus, should be 
planted once there’s no more threat of frost. Check 
your area’s average last frost date for a general idea 
of when to plant these bulbs, then get them in the 
ground once the soil has warmed up.
Use this spring landscaping checklist, and you’ll 

have one of the best-looking gardens on the block. 
While there are still a few maintenance chores you 
should do every season, once you power through 
these tasks early, you’ll have more time to kick back 
and enjoy your landscape throughout summer.
Sandy Forstrom

MGV PLANT SALE COMMITTEE
Plant Sale Update

The 2023 Plant Sale will be here soon, and we 
need the help of all of our fellow Master Gardener 
Volunteers.  If you didn’t make the March Plant Sale 
meeting, there are still many jobs that need to be 
filled, both the week of, and on sale day (May 6th).  
The week of the sale, we will be unloading, pricing, 
and moving thousands of plants, so please help us if 
you available.  More information will be coming!

The April Plant Sale Meeting will be April 18th at 
1:00 pm in the OSUE Small Conference Room.
Committee Co-Chairs: Jull Pfister, Loretta Blazer and 
Deb Brugger
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MITCHELL GREENHOUSE 
 COMMITTEE

Sowing of All-America Selection (AAS) seeds will 
continue through the first Tuesday of April.  Sunflower 
and nasturtium seeds are the final seeds to be 
planted.

Thank you to Karen Parson’s husband, Mark, for 
changing the seals in the Dosatron and adding all 
new connectors!

Dosatron with all new 
connectors.

Great American Cleanup
It’s that time of year again!  We will be cleaning up on 
Bechtle Ave from Hobby Lobby north to St Paris Pike 
connector.. DATE: Thursday April 13th at 10:00 AM.  
Rain Date April 20 at 10 AM.
Gloves, Grabbers and bags will be supplied. We 
will meet in front of Hobby Lobby    Please RSVP to 
Natheta Mercer @ 937-325-5202 or e-mail to Natheta 
at emnm1960@gmail.com..  ALL HELP NEEDED! 
Thank You!! 
Natheta Mercer

Transplanting of AAS seedlings has begun.

Tuesday and Thursdays are Mitchell greenhouse 
workdays.  Volunteer opportunities are available 
in April. Select ‘Projects’ in HOC for ‘Mitchell 
Greenhouse’ for available volunteer times.

Mitchell Greenhouse chairs, 
Linda McCann, Rosalind Soles, Karen Parsons and 
Theresa Gregory

FAIR FLOWER SHOW  
COMMITTEE

July 21-28, 2023 will mark the latest edition of 
the Clark County Fair and you can get in free for 
volunteering a few hours with the Flower Show 
Committee! If you’ve not volunteered at the fair 
before, rest assured it’s not a difficult assignment. 
The MGVs man a table, answer questions about 
the displays and field general gardening/yardening 
questions from fairgoers. The silent auction is a 
wonderful fundraiser for us and helping folks bid on a 
basket or three is easy. There are snacks and water 
provided for you. Sorry, no ride tickets or Belgian 
waffles are included!

The committee would like to thank Marianne Ober 
and Jani Malowney for their years of service! They 
did a fantastic job during their tenure. Class of 2022 
graduates Nicole White and Charlie Miller are taking 
over as co-chairs. Nicole is a highly dedicated local 
educator with over 20 years of classroom experience. 
Charlie retired from the Springfield USPS and the Air 
Force Reserve and is involved with the Friends of the 
Library. 
Co-Chairs: Nicole White and Charlie Miller
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LANDSCAPE WITH NATURE 
COMMITTEE

Free Native Plants and Seeds at  
Native Plant Workshop

Earth Day, April 22 from 9AM to 11AM SPGA Barn 
door #2

Plan on attending the LWN hosted Native Plant 
Workshop on Earth Day.  Take home some free 
Black-eyed Susan and Common Milkweed seeds.

These plants will assist the monarch butterfly 
migration this Fall. We plan on leading a tour of 
the LWN gardens after a PowerPoint presentation 
in Barn 2. We will give away some surplus native 
plant seedlings (Purple Coneflower, Mountain Mint, 
Goldenrod, etc.) during the tour. Goldenrod is a top 
Keystone plant for our area and hosts up to 122 
butterfly and moth species that use them as host 
plants for their caterpillars.

The Purple Coneflower is a magnet for monarch 
butterflies and host plant for 6 species of pollen 
specialist bees. We will share our experience growing 

and evaluating 45 other Native Plants at SPGA .  
We have developed a PowerPoint presentation on 
design, site preparation, plant selection and other 

recommendations to help you bring nature home and 
help save life on our planet.  Donations of tools or 
money for community 
gardens appreciated at 
the event.

Tom Davidson, Donna 
Meister and Jani 
Malowney  LWN Co-
Chairs 

Goldenrod

Black-eyed Susan and 
Common Milkweed.

Purple Coneflower

VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE 
The Victory Garden planting season is upon us. 

I will send out an e-mail to all Master Gardener 
Volunteers for the cleanup work (first week in April) 
followed by another e-mail to plant potatoes and 
onions. Cabbage plants will go in whenever they are 
available, usually by mid April. Twelve garden plots 
will be available so contact me for a plot.  Looking 
for a good turnout of MGVs to assist in the Victory 
Garden this year.   

Ed Wozniak, Drew Titone and Mark Finnegan

2nd Roger Franks
4th Terry Reid
6th Bonnie Martens
7th Missy Hawley
8th Linda McCann
11th Karen Titone
13th Jerri Taylor
15th Janet Heater
18th Chris Norman
19th Connie Chappell
25th Tom Miller
30th Kathy McConkey
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Backyard News
Spring is officially here and all kinds of gardening 

activities are springing to life.  Today I participated in 
a Plant Sale Committee meeting.  Can you believe 
it’s only about a month until our Plant Sale-A-Bration?  
This winter I had the great good fortune to work 
with Karen Titone on the plant selections for native 
plants.  We will have dozens and dozens of varieties 
of native perennials, shrubs, and trees.  A gardener 
could buy a whole garden of native plants at our 
sale!  You want something that blooms in April?  How 
about Calendine Poppy (Stylophorum diphyllum)?  
And it even likes part shade to shade!  Or what 
about Wild Hyacinth (Camassia scilloides) with its 
lovely pale blue blooms?  Need something for high 
summer?  We will have one of my all-time favorites, 
Oxeye Daisy (Heliopsis helianthoides), with its cheery 
golden blooms.  This flower blooms from June to 
August.  I would 
like a whole field of 
it! For late summer 
and fall, may I 
suggest Zig-zag 
Goldenrod (Solidago 
flexicaulis)?  
Goldenrod is so 
important for late 
season pollinators, 
and Zig-zag 
Goldenrod is 
especially wonderful.  
Unlike many 
goldenrods, it is well 
behaved, and, it is 
happy in sun to deep 
shade!  

We will have three kinds of Serviceberry trees 
(Amelanchier), Red Buds (Cercis canadensis), 
and two kinds of Viburnum.  These are great 
replacements for the invasive Callery Pear Trees that 
are no longer available for sale in Ohio.  I haven’t 
begun to scratch the surface on the variety of native 
plants we will have.  Tell your families!  Tell your 
friends!  We have something for every native plant 
lover, and for those that want something else, we 
have zillions more plants to choose from.  I especially 
have my eye on a nativar we will be offering – Miss 
Manners Obedient Plant (Physostegia virginiana). 
Obedient Plants are beautiful native pink flowers 
that look like snap dragons.  The straight species 
is a rhizomatous, and can be a quite exuberant 
spreader.  I plan on putting some in our wetland.  
Miss Manners Obedient Plant is a clumping form, so 

it spreads in a more 
controlled fashion.  I 
have Pink Manners 
(Miss Manners is white) 
and it is beautiful in my 
garden and beloved by 
pollinators.  I hope I get 
the chance to try the 
white variety.

I’ve also started 
some seeds.  At the 
end of last year I told 
myself I would start no 
more than 100 plants 
worth of seeds (not 
including direct sown 

seeds).  I even made 
my list up at the end 

of last season, when I was exhausted and wanted 
to send future Susan a message of discipline and 
fortitude.  I sit here today as future Susan, rested 
and trying to ignore my message from the past.  So 
far, my count is only slightly over 100 plants.  And 
I’ve wrapped myself in a cloak of virtue, starting 50 
native plants with the hopes that I can donate some 
to the Tecumseh Land Trust Plant Swap on April 
22nd.  Honestly, I may need to plant them in my yard 
this year (oh darn) and then donate them next year.  I 
don’t think they will be big enough to donate this year.  
We shall see just how hardy these native plants can 
be!

Happy Gardening! 
Susan Miller

Oxeye Daisy (picture from 
missouribotanicalgarden.org)

Wild Hyacinth (picture from 
prairiemoon.com)

Grins and Groans…with Judy

When is it impossible to plant Spring flowers? 
When you haven’t botany

Why couldn’t the flower ride a bike on the first 
day of spring? It didn’t have petals yet

What is an herb garden’s favorite singer? Elvis 
Parsley

Did you see the other day the Bed Store is 
having a spring sale? The rest of the bed is still 
full price though
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differentiate one from the other. So 
it also goes with Christmases and 
gardens.

I tend to take our garden for 
granted. After all, we’ve seen it all 
before. We plant one every year, 
sometime around Memorial Day. 
Shortly thereafter we cut lettuce 
and harvest scallions; later we 
pick cucumbers, peppers, and 

tomatoes, and pull up beets and carrots. Later still, 
we bring in pumpkins. And then, come the following 
Spring, we get up and do it again. 

As I get older though, I realize—human longevity 
being what it is—we only get so many gardens. And 
a garden isn’t just a garden; every year it’s a unique 
event, an impressive demonstration of what seeds, 
given a little encouragement, can do.

As garden after garden slips by, we likely won’t 
remember each and every one. But come each 
Spring we can appreciate, observe, and pay 
attention—and enjoy the new and splendid variety of 
the show.

DAFFODOWNDILLY
by A. A. Milne

She wore her yellow sun-bonnet,

She wore her greenest gown;

She turned to the south wind

And curtsied up and down.

She turned to the sunlight

And shook her yellow head,

And whispered to her neighbor:

“Winter is dead.”

HAPPY EASTER EVERYONE!
til next time, Judy Finnegan

Gatherings about Gardens
 A SPRING CHEER 

by Jaci Hall GreenPrints Spring 2023

Let’s hear it for the beginning of 
Spring! Hip! Hip!

When the gardening tools come out 
of storage, the kinks get worked out of 
the clippers, the webs are dislodged 
from the plastic seed trays, and I’m full of ideas for 
moving this to there, trying a new color of those, and 
color coordinating that spot over there. Hip! Hip!

But first the weeds must come out and the soil 
turned. Then it’s time to prune, so out comes the 
ladder. There’s a lot to clean up and clear out, many 
preparations to make before the new catalog orders 
arrive. Not time to waste—Hip! Hip!

True, bending and lifting, stooping and lugging, 
dragging and carrying, stretching and dumping all get 
a bit wearing, but it’s for the sake of the garden Hip! 
Hip!

At last, at day’s end, I pull myself into bed with sore 
arms and stiff back, broken nails and bruised knees, 
dead tired and ready for rest. I lie down on my side 
and—ow!
My Hip! Hip!

TRY TO REMEMBER 
by Becky Rupp Excerpted from GreenPrints  

Spring 2023

I think about this every Spring.
Gardens, after you plant enough of them, all begin 

to run together in memory. I can’t remember which 
year that we (inadvertently) planted all those purple 
bell peppers, which year an unexpected frost did in 
all the seedlings on the porch, or which year (never 
to be repeated) we planted way too many hills of 
spectacularly prolific, Sorcerer’s-Apprentice-like 
zucchini. This is the gardener’s version of Dylan 
Thomas’ A Child’s Christmas in Wales, in which 
Thomas, looking back, couldn’t remember whether it 
had snowed for twelve days and twelve nights when 
he was 6 or for six days and six nights when he was 
12.

Such memory loss is inevitable for the vast 
majority of us: repetition, science shows us, does 
autobiographical memories in. The memory-
damping effect of repetition is why you probably 
can’t remember what you had for lunch last Tuesday: 
memories of many similar lunches pile up on top 
of each other, blending together until it’s difficult to 
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Door prizes at the 2023 Central Ohio Perennial 
School in the Hollenbeck Bayley Creative Arts and 
Conference Center

April Garden  
Clean Ups are 

April 5th and 19th

9 am - 12 pm


