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1 10 am - 12 pm SPGA Accessories Cmte. - OSUE Sm.  
  Conf. Rm.
4 12 pm - 2 pm Poinsettias and Pints - Mother 
  Stewart’s Brewery.
6 10 am - ? Transport swag supplies from barn to  
  workshop site. Sign up required.
7 8 am - 4 pm Assemble swags at 1238 Upper Valley  
  Pike. Sign up required.
8	 8pm	-	3	pm	 Holiday	Swag	Distribution	-	Springfield	 
  Regional Cancer Center.
16 9 am - 11 am BOT - OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm. 
 11:30 am - 1 pm Annual Potluck - OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm. 
 1 pm - 3 pm Committee Chairs Training - OSUE Lg. 
  Conf. Rm.
19 1 pm - 3 pm MGV Cookie Exchange - SPGA  
  clubhouse
20  Articles and reports submitted to  
  Blades and Blooms.
25   Christmas Day

Mark Your Calendar

Beth Brooks helping to decorate the  
Wingert Tossey Pavilion with lights, 
greenery and decorated swags for the 
holidays.

happy holidays 
2022
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Past president Connie 
Mitchell and current 

president Deb Brugger 
at the Master Gardener 
Volunteer Recognition 

Banquet.

Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving with 
family and friends.  The week before was fantastic 
as I was able to get out in the yard and finish up the 
work – putting away hoses, planting a few bulbs, and 
cleaning out the rest of the annuals that remained 
until the freeze.

We still have another BIG project in December, 
an AWARD-Winning project at that!  The Holiday 
Swag project. Congratulations once again to all who 
are involved with this project.  From beginning to 
end, it takes a lot of MGVs to complete and a lot of 
organizing by the chairs!  

Speaking of Chairs, we will have our annual Board 
of Trustee meeting, Holiday Potluck, and Chair 
Training on December 16th in the large conference 
room.  There is a little bit of confusion around this 
since the Chairs attended training in November.  This 
is the normal time we train Chairs (both new and 
continuing) on processes such as tax exemption, 
budget, final report, etc.  IF you attended the previous 
training this year and don’t feel like you need to 
come again, that’s ok.  However, if you are a new 
Chair, you must attend.  All are welcome to come to 
the potluck and bring a side dish; you need to sign 
up at the link below.  Beth and I will be supplying 
the chicken so we just need to know how many will 
attend.  

Click here to sign up for the Holiday Potluck  http://
go.osu.edu/clarkholidaypotluck

After the potluck, it’s peaceful and quiet on the 
MGV front until January!  And then the fun begins 
again.

I wish all of you a wonderful holiday season.  Enjoy 
each and every minute with your family and friends.  I 
know I do -especially the grandkids.  Wow, who knew 
that being a mamaw would be the best thing ever!

Merry Christmas and Happy Hannukah!

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener Volunteer 
Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
“Chill December brings the sleet,
Blazing fire, and Christmas treat.”
from: The Garden Year by Sara Coleridge

Wow!  All of a sudden, and we suddenly find 
ourselves in what feels like Winter!  The gardens are 
mostly “put to bed,” but we have been decorating, 
and planting bulbs, bulbs, bulbs!  Just when you 
thought we could finally “just settle our heads for 
a long Winter’s nap,” we discover that there is 
no rest for the Master Gardener Volunteer.  Even 
November was a jam-packed month with so many 
accomplishments.  Here are just a few:
• New Hydrangeas were planted and mulched.
• GOE was filled with compost in prep for 2023.
• The Conestoga wagon is in the barn for the 

winter.
• The 2023 MGV Calendar is already filled with 

upcoming activities and events.
• The Wingert Tossey Pavilion is beautifully 

decorated for the Holidays.
• Greenery is cut and swags are waiting to be 

fashioned and delivered to very worthy patients 
at the Springfield Regional Cancer Center.

Thanks to everyone who braved the cold and 
helped to accomplish some of the last SPGA garden 
activities of 2022.  My MGV Friends, thank you for 
another beautiful, exciting, exhausting, fun-filled year 
at Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum.  You make all 
the endless hours of work worth it.  

I wish for you a very Happy Holiday Season 
surrounded by friends and family.  Take time to relax, 
breathe, and just let the Peace of this blessed time of 
year wash over you, and bring you renewed hope.

Power to the Poinsettias!
Deb Brugger



3

MGV CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Unfortunately, there have been some missteps 

and challenges this past year because of the issues 
with the calendar for MGVs.  HoC has a calendar but 
doesn’t show all our activities etc. as we had in the 
past.  Thus, we have opted to use the Clark County 
OSU website and the MGV Calendar link for details. 
Thanks to the IT committee (Marianne Ober and 
others) who took the time to be trained on entering 
dates on the website.  We appreciate this work.  

However, we might have a solution and it will take 
everyone some time and training (easy, though) to 
get accustomed to.  We are going to pilot the HoC 
calendar feature.  To do this, everyone must get 
used to signing up for opportunities.  All opportunities 
will be put in HoC in the calendar so that you can 
see what’s happening.  This includes committee 
meetings, garden work and activities, and more.  

The HoC calendar feature only shows those 
opportunities that are date and time specific.  We 
have been entering opportunities without specific 
dates and times – these won’t show up in the 
calendar.  But if we enter them on a specific date and 
time, they will show in the calendar.  

We still must work out the details but look forward 
to more information about this.  Pilot testing coming 
in January to see how it might work for us.  Stay 
tuned and as always, you have been very patient and 
flexible.  We will get it together eventually!
Pam Bennett

… And the winner is: VALIA KELLY! 
Val submitted the winning title for Beth Brooks 

newsletter updates. I will not only be taking her to 
lunch at Un Mundo Café, but she will forever retain 
the bragging rights for coming up with the suggestion. 
Actually, Val came up with 17 suggestions! They are 
all great and it was difficult to decide which one to 
go with. She told me she really enjoys those kinds 
of things and that she used to write a lot of poetry. 
Perhaps Val might be inspired to create some 
gardening poems for the Blades and Blooms. Thank 
you so much for participating and for the perfect title. 

WHAT’S GROWING ON
As we are trying to squeeze the last few sunny 

days out of fall, I find myself thinking a lot about 
trees…

For starters, I had been hoping to get some trees 
planted at our new house yet this year; but haven’t 
been able to find any that I want to purchase. I guess 
I will just have to be patient and hopefully with the 
return of spring I will have better luck. 

At the beginning of November, the tree committee 
met to choose trees from the city’s nursery to be 
planted in SPGA. We are also researching a list 
of other species that we hope to incorporate in the 
arboretum to address the current lack of diversity.
Here is a list of what is being planted:
6 - Quercus macrocarpa Cobblestone 
3 – Acer x freemanii ‘Autumn Fantasy’
3 – Sorbus x hybrida
3 – Ginkgo biloba
7 – Ostrya virginiana
3 – Gymnocladus dioicus Espresso
3 – Platanus acerifolia ‘Bloodgood’
1 – Phellodendron amurense
1 – Populus tremuloides Mountain Sentinel
1 – Quercus rubra
3 – Eucommia ulmoides
3 – Corylus americana

Pam and I spent an afternoon siting, marking 
and mapping the locations of the above (37) new 
trees. James Wills and his crew are currently in the 
process of installing them plus the 17 columnar sweet 
gums that were ordered to fill the area next to the 
clubhouse. 

So, here is some fun and maybe lesser-known 
tree information: Tree seeds were transported in a 
canister aboard the Kitty Hawk Command Module 

What’s Growing On cont. on pg. 6

1st Karen Duncan
11th Loretta Blazer
12th Kathy Williams
14th Judy Wessel
15th Gloria Sparks
17th Mark Finnegan
24th Pam Bennett
27th Skip Crosbie
30th Claudia Fett
30th Theresa Gregory
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Committee Reports LANDSCAPE WITH NATuRE 
COMMITTEE 

You may have noticed that the LWN Garden was 
not part of the fall clean-up. That was a deliberate 
decision. We share the feelings of the designer of the 
New York High Line, Piet Oudolf, who professes “I 
like plants that have another life after living.” The NY 
High Line clean-up is in March.

The objective of the LWN is to function as a source 
of pollen for pollinators and to provide habitat for 
the next generation of pollinators. Gardens play an 
important role in the support of pollinators.  How we 
care for gardens can either help or hinder that role.

Pollinating insects need to survive the winter to 
have a next generation – whether it is as eggs, 
larvae, pupae, or adults.

Native bees are important pollinators. They need 
a place to spend the winter that is protected from 
cold and predators such as in hollow stems, or under 
peeling bark, or as eggs or larvae in the ground.

Butterfly species are varied in the way they have 
evolved to survive the winter. Monarchs migrate 
south, but most butterflies stay in the same area. 
The Morning Cloak, Comma, and Question Mark 
overwinter as adults by sheltering in rock fissures, 
under tree bark, and in leaf litter. The Red-Spotted 
Purple, Viceroy and Meadow Fritillary spend the 
winter as caterpillars rolled into a fallen leaf or 
inside the pod of host plants. Other butterfly species 
overwinter as a chrysalis hanging from a dead plant 
stem, or in leaf litter, or in the soil. Bill Felker, the 
writer of Poor Will’s Clark County Almanac, wrote 
in his November 11 article that the North American 
Butterfly Association found from their July 4th count 
that there has been a 36 percent drop in the total 

number of butterflies over a ten year 
period and the number of species also 
fell, especially since 2017.  

This knowledge has led us to the 
decision to wait until spring to cut back 
the garden! This will help the pollinators. 
A guide to the appropriate time for clean-
up is after the temperatures are in the 
50’s for at least 7 consecutive days.  
Committee Chairs: Donna Meister, Jani 
Malowney and Tom Davidson

HOLIDAY SWAG PROjECT/ 
CANCER CENTER

Final Details
For those who have volunteered to help, watch for 

email reminders of the days and times you signed up 
to help.  
December 6, Tuesday: Transport of supplies: 
MGVs who have signed up to transport supplies meet 
at the barn enclosure at 10 AM.  Contact Karen Titone 
with any questions.
December 7, Wednesday: 8 AM-4 PM Swag Making 
Workshop 1238 Upper Valley Pike (the old Frank’s 
Nursery and Crafts location south of the Ohio Thrift 
Store; take Woodcrafter Drive off Upper Valley Pike; 
go through the stop sign and turn right; look for the 
signs. If you have not yet signed up for this assembly 
day, contact Wendy May.
Dec. 8, Thursday: 8AM-3PM Distribution of swags 
at Cancer Center. All slots are filled. However, we 
are keeping a substitute list. Contact Wendy May for 
further information.

Thanks to all who have helped with greenery cutting 
and the provision of so many wonderful supplies. 
The Planning Team
Wendy May (937) 561-1191; mays1918@gmail.com
Karen Titone (937) 765-0126; klspt81@aol.com
Judy Finnegan (937) 207-6705; jfinnegan@woh.
rr.com
Mark Finnegan (937) 903-6945; mfinnegan@woh.
rr.com

Shonil Datta receiving a framed picture 
of the pergola he designed and helped 
to build for the Landscape with Nature 
Garden.

Mark Finnegan displaying a 
swag for Cancer Center from 
December 2021. 
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Dennis Latimer’s 
2nd Place Award 
Jack-O-Latern.

NOMINATION COMMITTEE
First of all, let’s give a big round of applause 

to all of those who have served on the 2022 
Master Gardener Board of Trustees! Everyone so 
appreciates your efforts to keep our organization 
humming along through thick and thin! Many thanks 
to Connie Mitchell, Judy Finnegan, and Marianne 
Ober as they complete their terms on December 31.

For 2023, Deb Brugger will continue as President 
for a few months until Sue Ann Dill, President-Elect is 
ready to move into the Presidency.  Following behind 
her will be Christi Lockhart serving as President-Elect 
until December 2023.  Linda Asebrook will continue 
as Secretary and George Simon as Treasurer. Karen 
Titone will serve her second year as a Member-At-
Large while Kathy Mark begins her first year. 

We thank all the candidates willing to step up to 
lead our organization.  You are all WINNERS in our 
minds!

Nomination Committee: Marilyn Hinderer, Rita Lane 
and Terry Reid

New plants for the Hydrangea 
Garden

Thanks to all who came out on a beautiful Autumn 
morning.to plant hydrangeas especially to new MGV 
Joyce Watson, and the tried and true: Fred Miller, 
Rita Lane, Loretta Blazer, Natheta Mercer, Kathy 
McConkey, Marilyn Hinderer, Ann Doane, Karen 
Parsons, Drew Titone, and of course, Beth Brooks 
and Dennis ‘the Man’ Latimer.

A great day of planting spilled over to the trial 
gardens!

Thanks to Pam Bennett for making the Hydrangea 
Garden a place MGV can be Proud to show . This will 
make a huge impact to the 
SPGA for years to come.
Mark Finnegan

MGV planting crew at the Hydrangea Garden.

RECOGNITION BANQuET 
COMMITTEE

The 29th Annual Volunteer Recognition Banquet 
was a great time for all who were able to attend!  
Many MGVs showed their creativity with the Vintage 
Halloween theme with decorated pumpkins as well 
as costumes that were over the top.  Our Friend 
of the OSU Extension MGV Program was James 
Wills, City Forester, for his wonderful support and 
service at SPGA.  He is a true partner, and attended 
the event with a whole tableful of his family to join 
in the celebration.  Many thanks to the committee 
for planning and decorating, including Deb Brugger, 
Sally Day, Judy Finnegan, Susan Kogler (banner 
designer), Rita Lane,  Christi Lockhart, Natheta 
Mercer, Connie Mitchell, Donna Myers, Lois 
O’Keefe, Karen Parsons, Karen Titone, and Lola 
Walston.   We’re already looking forward to next year, 
scheduled for November 13, 2023.

Kim Bachman, chair
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2022 MGV Holiday Cookie Exchange
Dear Fellow MGV,

There have been many questions about the 
upcoming Cookie Exchange, so here are a few 
changes and more explanation.

Date/Time: Monday December 19 @ 1:00 - 3:00 pm

Location: SPGA Clubhouse

Details: 

1. We are asking each participant to bring 3-4 
dozen homemade cookies.

2. Please pre-package your cookies in bags 
of 6 cookies, to bring with you to the Cookie 
Exchange.

3. You will then select bags of cookies to take home 
with you that were brought by other MGVs.   You 
will leave with the same number of cookie bags 
that you came with, but will have a variety of 
cookies.

4. Bring a copy of your recipe with you to share with 
other MGV.  If a MGV wants your recipe, they can 
take a snapshot of it on their phone.

The concept of a cookie exchange, in case you’ve 
never participated, is for you to bake just one type 
of cookie, but bring home a lovely variety for your 
holiday parties with friends and family.

If you have any more questions, please let us know,
Deb Brugger, Loretta Blazer and Connie Mitchell

The Garden of Eatin’ with fresh compost in 
the beds.

Karen Parson’s puppy, 
Titus checking out one 

of the candy canes 
lining the walkway to the 
Wingert Tossey Pavilion. 

during the 1971 Apollo 14 lunar mission. This was 
part of a joint project between NASA and the US 
Forest Service. The main purpose of the experiment 
was to see what effect deep space might have 
on the seeds. Sweet gum, sycamore, Douglas fir, 
loblolly pine and redwood were the types of tree 
seeds that were included. Even though the canister 
ruptured following the mission and the experiment 
was compromised, most of the “Moon Tree” seeds 
germinated. The Moon Tree saplings were later given 
to various organizations to be planted across the U.S. 
If you visit NASA’s website, you can read the story of 
the Moon Trees and find a listing of their locations. 
There is a sycamore here in Ohio in Friendship Park 
near Steubenville.

Just think, before long the moon will be the star of 
the show shining big and bright on a calm winter’s 
night over a blanket of fresh sparkling snow…

 I am going to go out on a limb and say that 
evergreens are some of our most beloved trees 
-especially this time of year.  As we have been 
carefully pruning their branches for the swags my 
heart has been so full. I feel truly blessed to be a part 
of such a caring group of people that gives so much 
to others.  Your spirit of generosity is truly what this 
season is all about.
Happy holidays! 
Beth Brooks

What’s Growing On  cont. from pg. 3
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residence in the corners. Earwigs, sow bugs, and 
earthworms wriggle at the outer edges. I’ve looked 
at my compost under a magnifying glass and seen 
the amazing variety of life just out of reach of the 
naked eye: mysterious round worms, tiny beetles 
with feathery antennae, red mites, springtails, and 
gnats. The amount of microbial life in compost is 
astounding, untold numbers of bacteria, fungi, molds, 
yeasts, and others populate the pile as it heats and 
cools.

After two decades of use, the composter is showing 
its age. One of our dogs chewed a hole in its side, 
and years of alternating hot and cold temperatures 
have warped the plastic, so the lid doesn’t fit 
anymore. The California sun has faded the original 
black to a soft gray. But it’s still perfectly functional.

You know, diamonds are pretty useless for 
gardening. But you can never have too much 
compost.

“At Christmas, I no more desire a rose 
Than wish a snow in May’s newfangled mirth; 
But like each thing that in season grows.” 
—William Shakespeare

“As I write, snow is falling outside my Maine window, 
and indoors all around me half a hundred garden 
catalogues are in bloom” 
—Katharine S. White

“There’s one good thing about snow, it makes your 
lawn look as nice as your neighbor’s.” 
—Clyde Moore

What does Santa grow in his garden? Iceberg lettuce 
and snow peas.

Til next time, Have a Merry Christmas!  
Judy Finnegan

Gatherings about Gardens 
Diamonds or Compost by Erica Goss in  
Greenprints

My husband, Don, was Christmas shopping 
one rainy December day when he bumped into a 
friend who was on his way to the jewelry store to 
buy his wife a diamond necklace. He asked Don, 
“What are you buying your wife?”

Slightly embarrassed, my husband replied, 
“A composter.” His friend snorted, laughed, and 
continued across the street to the jewelry store. Don 
entered our local gardening store and bought me a 
Smith & Hawken black plastic three-tier composter.

My composter has given me more happiness than 
any piece of jewelry. I’ve shoveled countless cubic 
yards of raw materials into its modest square frame, 
only to be delighted a few months later with fragrant, 
fluffy, dark brown soil.

The word “compost” is similar to the word 
“compose,” and I like to think I’m composing 
something artistic when I build my pile.  A maple leaf, 
for example, with a trace of Fall color, looks nice 
with the remnants of mixed lettuces. I might add a 
handful of brown-and-white eggshells for a mosaic 
effect. After the pile is made, I push the compost 
thermometer through one of the lats and head 
indoors.

Turning the compost pile, in my opinion, is not a 
chore but a delight. Here I get to see, and smell, 
the results of my work. Steam billows from the core, 
wafting odors into my face: a whiff of coffee grounds, 
a bit of orange peel, and damp newspaper make a 
pleasant, stimulating aroma.  However, depending on 
which state it’s in, my compost might smell like burnt 
rubber and dirty socks.

I’ve read a lot of books on how to make the best, 
fastest, hottest compost imaginable. They include 
detailed recipes that call for precise amounts of 
“browns” and “greens.” Don’t include any sticks, they 
warn. Grass clippings can get slimy and smell, a 
different book states, so add them in thin layers. Fall 
leaves must be shredded, says another expert. Yet 
many things about the composting process remain 
mysterious. I’ve built precisely calibrated piles that 
never heated up, while a motley mixture of random 
materials rose to 170 degrees in a few hours.

My compost never looks like the sanitized, uniform 
stuff available in sacks at the nursery. It teems 
with life, some visible, most not. Spiders take up 
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Dennis Latimer and Theresa Gregory with finished 
swags for the Wingert Tossey Pavalion.

Swag making reindeers Dennis Latimer, Loretta Blazer and Karen Titone working on the Wingert Tossey 
Pavilion swags.

Pictures from the Gardens

MGV’s Drew Titone, Deb Brugger, 
Beth Brooks (Program Assistant) 

and Connie Mitchell hanging 
the pine roping on the Wingert  

Tossey Pavilion.

Karen Titone showing off her finished 
swag.
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More Pictures 

Pam and Rick Bennett at the Recognition Banquet.

New trees being planted at SPGA by James 
Wills and his crew.

SPGA Wingert Tossey Pavilion all dressed up in 
holiday finery.

Jerri Taylor, Sue Ann Dill with Pam Bennett popping 
up in the background.MGV crew planting the new hydrangea shrubs in one 

of the hydrangea beds.
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Clark County MGV Intern Class of 2022 at the 
Recognition Banquet.


