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5 9 am - 12 pm SPGA General Garden Workday.
6 6 - 7 pm SPGA Cultivar Trial Workday.
7 11 am - 12 pm Fair Flower Show Meeting; OSUE Lg Conf Rm 

12 pm - ?? Basket Assembly.
10 11am - 1 pm Publicity Cmte. Wingert Tossey Pavilion. 

7 pm Music in the Garden - Xenia Community  
Band; Wingert Tossey Pavilion.

12 5:30 pm General Meeting: SPGA Barn Area. 
9:00 am Picnic table bench assembly; SPGA

13 9:00 am Picnic table bench assembly (tentative);  
SPGA. 

6 - 8:00 pm Night Weeders; meet at Barn parking lot 
by new sign.

15 10 - 11:30 am Meet Me in the Garden Tour; SPGA  
Clubhouse Area.

19 9 am - 12 pm SPGA General Garden Workday.
20 9 am - 1 pm Fair Set -up; CC Fairgrounds, Arts & Crafts 

Bldg. 
1 - 3 pm Docent Meeting; Wingert Tossey Pavilion

21 2 - 8 pm Exhibition Day; CC Fairgrounds, Arts &  
Crafts Bldg. 

22-28 Volunteers needed Fair Flower Show;  
CC Fairgrounds, Arts & Crafts Bldg. Register  
at HOC for 2 hr shifts.

24 7 pm Music in the Garden; Brian Kerr (Celtic/Irish).
26 5 - 6:30 pm Community Garden Meeting; Jefferson Street  

Oasis Garden. 
27 11 - 1 pm Education Cmte.; Wingert Tossey Pavilion. 

1 - 3 pm SPGA Jubilee meeting; Wingert Tossey  
Pavilion.

29 9 - 11 a.m Fair Clean-up; CC Fairgrounds, Arts & Crafts  
Bldg. 

Yoga in the Wingert Tossey Pavilion with be every 
Monday and Thursday at 2:00 pm this month.

Mark Your Calendar for July

Many busy MGV hands planting the annual beds 
along the walkway to the Wingert Tossey Pavilion.
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New pots for the Clubhouse patio area. What will they 
look like??
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Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers;

You all just keep killin’ it!  The programs, events, 
classes, yoga and more being held at SPGA is 
absolutely exactly what is needed in the gardens.  
Thanks to ALL who have been taking part in this 
effort.  It’s so cool to see people in the gardens and 
to hear people talking about them.  I am excited for 
the rest of the summer, though I want it to go by 
SLOWLYYYYYYYYY.

There is still a lot of work to be done in the gardens 
this summer before the Snyder Park Gardens & 
Arboretum Jubilee. Beth and her crew (Dennis and 
Jim) are doing a bang-up job of keeping things 
going.  Thanks to all of you who helped plant the 
Springfield Foundation Feature Gardens – they will 
look fantastic again this summer.  I know many of you 
are chomping at the bit to remove the daffodil leaves.  
I feel like I am torturing you with these.  I am not.  
We are just following good practices by allowing the 
foliage to die down naturally.  No twisting, braiding, 
wrapping, etc.!

The Clark County Fair is also fast-approaching 
and if you can help with the committee, please let 
them know.  We have a great presence at the fair 
and the committee does an incredible job with the 
flower show.  Thanks to all for organizing this for the 
Fair Board.  And thanks to Susi Anderson, Allison 
Volk, Natheta Mercer and their crew for fixing up the 
entrance to the Fair.  The Fair Board provided the 
money for the plants and our MGVs did the great 
work and maintenance. 

Don’t forget our HelpLine is still functioning.  
Contact Kathy McConkey or Lola Walston if you 
are interested in helping and learning more.  The 
MGV Diagnostic workshops are happening around 
the state and the closest one to us will be in Butler 
County on September 12.  Keep this date open if you 
are interested in learning more about Diagnostics.  In 
addition, Ask a Master Gardener Volunteers get free 
registration!  More to come when registration goes 
live.

Stay tuned also for our two large purchases to be 
on display – benches and picnic tables and brand-
new pottery for around the clubhouse.  I can’t wait to 
see it!

Pam’s Posies  cont. op pg. 3

In the Gardens...
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to these United States of America 
and thank you to the founding fathers for their 
freedom fight and their diligence in hammering out 
the articles of freedom and justice for all.
I am thankful for the opportunity to live in a country 
such as ours with all the blemishes and warts that 
have been worked through to keep us together, and 
I do believe we are together in most of the important 
issues of our lives.
We can all relate to the toll that inflation has taken 
on our economy but how do we navigate past it 
to meet the requirements to live without watching 
our budget, trimming expenses wherever possible, 
adjusting spending and making the income fit the 
needs? That is just what your board does each time 
there is an improvement needed to make the gardens 
a gift to the community we share. Future expansion 
is the responsibility of our membership to keep our 
plans on track. However, when board decisions need 
adjustment, the rules governing our volunteer actions 
sometimes need adjustment as well. This is what 
your vote and election of  the board officers means:  
to act on your behalf, and to use the bylaws to make 
good decisions. 
Since moving to Snyder Park Gardens and 
Arboretum, we have had great expansion and 
greater expenses to fulfill our vision, which the 
membership adopted as a vision for the whole. What 
would happen to the beauty we have grown if those 
adjustments had not been made to accommodate 
the necessary changes? I am disappointed that 
there was such negative input into the proposal to 
make bylaw changes at the May meeting, which 
are needed to grow with the responsibilities we 
have accepted as volunteers. We want to make our 
gardens become a well-known destination for this 
community and to welcome visitors to this City of 
Springfield, Ohio. 
As I walk the garden areas and see the changes 
that seem to happen out of nowhere, sometimes 
overnight, I am reminded that the work has only just 
begun and there is so  much more to do. We need 
all of your support to continue acting in the best 
interest of all. Make sure you read the copy that has 
been sent to volunteers so you know what changes 
your board is proposing.
Ever thankful,  
Sue Ann Dill, 
President
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Pam’s Posies  cont. from pg. 2WHAT’S GROWING ON
Pictures from Beth

Samaras aka 
“helicopters” 
“whirlybirds” 
“twisters” 
“whirlygigs” on the 
new Hot Wings 
Tatarian maples in 
the allée.

As always, I can’t thank you enough for all that you 
do for Ohio State University Extension.  You are a 
force to be reckoned with in the county.  If it can be 
done, we can do it.

THANKS and Happy Fourth of July!

Pam (anxiously awaiting for grandbaby number 5)!

Pamela J. Bennett  
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

July 
Birthdays

3rd Connie Mitchell
15th Patricia McFarland
22nd Kathy Mark
30th George Simon II

One of the newly 
planted annual 
beds along the 
walkway to the 

Wingert Tossey 
Pavilion.

Magnificent Mullein in Early Ohio 
Settlers Garden.

Dear Master Gardener Volunteers, 
I would like to thank all of you who reached out 
to express sympathy for the loss of my grandfather 
with cards or messages and your arms with hugs. 
Grandpa was an amazing person with a great big 
heart and wonderful sense of humor. He had a way 
of making everyone feel very special and he will 
be greatly and sadly missed.  Many of my most 
cherished memories were formed while spending time 
with him outside on the farm and in the woods. 
Your kindness and caring really mean a lot to me. 
Beth

Sorry we missed it last month. Jack May’s 
birthday was June 4th. Happy Birthday Jack.
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Committee Reports

Should probably get our donation tracker poster out 
for this year.

View of the Springfield Foundation Feature Gardens 
and the Wingert Tossey Pavilion from 2022 SPGA 
Jubilee.

VICTORY GARdeN COMMITTee
The Victory Garden is doing well thanks to the 

irrigation system working overtime and  the much 
needed rain. We eliminated a major obstacle that 
damaged about 80 cabbage plants. Based on the 
current condition of the plants we should have a good 
harvest and begin transporting vegetables early in 
July. 

Ed Wozniak, Drew Titone, Mark Finnegan 

SPGA JuBIlee COMMITTee
SPGA 2023 Jubilee 
Saturday, August 5th 
9am-2pm

It won’t  be long now- the SPGA Jubilee is 
almost here and plans are falling into place. 
However, we still need your help.  The Jubilee 
is a big event that requires many volunteers 
working in many different areas. Rita Lane will 
soon be sending out an email detailing the 
volunteer opportunities including specific areas,  
shift hours, and subcommittee contacts. Please 
join us- Jubilee is a fun volunteer opportunity. 
Come for the volunteer hours, the music, the 
shopping, and the food.

Speaking of food, DG Roasters (“The Coffee 
Guy”) will be joining us again, and we welcome 
two new food vendors, Pitabilities and Nourishing 
Souls Wellness Mobile Juice Bar. Pitabilities has 
great lunch options, so bring yourself, family 
and friends to enjoy a lovely lunch in the park 
surrounded by music and beautiful flowers.

Watch for Rita’s email and if you haven’t 
already committed, please look it over, see 
what interests you, and contact the appropriate 
person/s. Your time commitment could be as little 
as 2 hours or as long as most of the day.

Hope to see you at our next planning meeting 
on July 27th from 1-3 at the Wingert Tossey 
pavilion.

SPGA Jubilee Committee Tri-Chairs 
Rita Lane, Christi Lockhart, Susan Smith

Clark County Master Gardener Volunteers 
would like to express their appreciation for 
the generous donation of $590 from Linda 
Butler and participants at the 6th Annual 
Perennial Plant Swap. Participating at 
the event were Susan Allen, Claudia Fett, 
Mary Manoloff, Helen Martin, Cynthia 
Nowka, Jeannie Ricketts and Meghan 
Rojas.



5

Landscape with Nature volunteers at work in the 
garden, June 2022.

lANdSCAPe WITH NATuRe 
COMMITTee
Landscape with Nature Committee plants 3 
New Demonstration Gardens.

The three gardens include 28 Native Perennial 
plants for Specialist Bees; 33 Perennials for 
Bumble Bees and 33 Native perennials for 
Butterflies and Moths. 

The three gardens were laid out in a plant by 
number pattern using a 10’ X 6’ rectangular grid 
for each bed.  After Dennis rototilled the turf 
grass where we decided to plant the gardens,  
we put down cardboard on the tilled surface. 
Dennis made compost for use on the cardboard 
and we planted the perennial plugs into the 
compost and cardboard. The cardboard/compost 
experiment is working  extremely well as Janet 
Hannel said it would. Once the cardboard gets 
wet the roots penetrate down and weeds have a 
hard time coming up.

The Plant by numbers program is a CFAES 
Ohio State University project funded by  USDA 
NIFA 20217000635562 with appreciation to the 
city of Lexington, Kentucky for their inspiring 
Plant by Numbers Program.

The LWN committee is grateful for the 
opportunity to plant the native perennial 
demonstration gardens as examples for Master 
Gardener Volunteers and the Public to use in 
home landscapes.
Tom Davidson, Donna Meister, Jane Malowney 
LWN Co-Chairs
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Backyard News
Recently I’ve found myself in conversations 

where people are talking about sterile plants and 
plants that don’t produce nectar.  I decided to do 
some research and share it with you, my gardening 
friends.  Right away I realized that there was more 
information than I wanted or needed.  I just want to 
grow beautiful flowers, attract pollinators, and not 
grow invasive plants.  

Invasive plants are not originally from our area.  
They come from another country and can quickly 
overtake an area, pushing out native plants that 
provide healthier food sources, and importantly, 
places to raise baby pollinators.  No native plants 
mean no pollinators.

Native plants aren’t defined as invasive, but 
they can be aggressive. I have written many times 
about the cultivated obedient plants that I love.  
Native obedient plants (Physostegia virginiana) 
send out long rhizomes and drop a lot of seeds 
and can overwhelm an area.  But cultivated 
obedient plants, or nativars, like ‘Miss Manners’ 
and ‘Pink Manners’ have been bred to have sterile 
seeds and produce short rhizomes.  These short 
rhizomes make them well behaved in my garden 
and every few years I can divide them and share 
them with my friends.  
They produce 
wonderful nectar 
and are covered 
with pollinators all 
summer.  Small bees 
especially love this 
plant.

A few years ago, a 
friend gifted me with 
some pretty salvias.  
But they set seeds 
and pretty soon they 
were coming up 
all over my gravel 
driveway.  Yikes.  I 
had visions of them spreading all over my hayfield.  
I pulled them out.  Then I found May Night salvia 
(Salvia nemorosa ‘May Night’), a beyond gorgeous 
plant that produces almost neon purple flowers 
that bees and other pollinators adore for their 
nectar.  May Night salvia have sterile seeds and 
are well-behaved, so they can stay in my garden 
and I and the pollinators can enjoy them.  May 
Night salvia are not native, so while they produce 

delicious nectar, they can’t host baby pollinators.  
Remember to have some host plants in your yard.

What about nectar?  Do all flowers have 
nectar?  The answer is No.  Some flowers are 

wind pollinated 
so they don’t 
need to attract 
pollinators.  
Cultivated 
ornamental 
plants can be 
bred for many 
characteristics 
– a more 
compact size, 
a new color, 

a longer bloom season, to name a few.  During 
the cultivation process they can lose their ability 
to produce nectar.  I like seeing pollinators on my 
flowers, so I don’t plant this type of cultivar.  Be 
sure to check the plant tag when you buy a plant.  
Nowadays nurseries indicate if the plant will attract 
pollinators with a picture of a bee or butterfly.  If 
you don’t see that, do a little more research before 
you buy the plant. 

I’ll close with an update on our wetland project.  
The project will kick off again in September.  
Summer life is moving in and we don’t want to 
disrupt it.  There is a large area filled with water 
that will be a road for moving soil when the project 
starts back up.  It’s full of tadpoles!  There are 
more small bees than ever before.  We are trying 
to keep our invasive nemeses at bay, but are 
otherwise leaving the wetland to do as it will.  It’s 
pretty spectacular, even unfinished.
Happy Gardening! 
Susan Miller

‘May Night’ salvia sold by Monrovia 
and many others.

Not much of a pond yet, but still 
beautiful from the deck.

There are many beautiful 
obedient plant cultivars. Here 
is ‘Autumn Carnival’ by Proven 
Winners.
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along with hoofprints.
I never found the deer. And I 

haven’t heard of anyone seeing 
a buck with a huge cage of 
tomato plants on its antlers. I can 
only surmise that it had a highly 
successful mating season that Fall. 
After all, what rival male is going to 
fight a buck with such intimidating 

armor?
And what female isn’t going to get all doe-eyed 

when she sees a male carrying my luscious tomatoes 
on his head? What a provider!

Still, I would like him to return my cage when he’s 
done using it. They’re expensive—and danged hard 
to make.

LIFE LESSONS FROM MY TOMATOES

•	 The worse seedlings can flourish if they receive 
fertile ground and regular encouragement. But 
the best seedlings rarely thrive in rocky sites 
where their needs are not met.

•	 The size of a tomato has nothing to do with its 
quality. Volunteer cherry tomatoes (Or SPGA 
Early Ohio Settlers volunteer ground cherries!) 
teach me that lesson anew every year.

•	 A garden of all sizes, shapes, and colors is 
more fun.

•	 We should all choose our friends the way 
tomatoes do. Basil and tomatoes are not alike, 
but they accomplish great things together!

•	 Maybe good fences make good neighbors. 
But tomatoes make friends of good neighbors. 
Fences? Well, they’re handy to lean on while 
sharing tomatoes and other pleasantries.

•	 If you do not pluck the hornworms out of your 
life early, they will only grow bigger and multiply.

•	 Some plants produce fruit steadily all summer, 
even when others nearby have stopped. 
Others put on an impressive show but then 
quit. Hmmmm. I should examine my own 
performance now and then

By Juanita L. Haditsch of Suitland, MD GreenPrints 
2018

BEHOLD THE FULL BUCK SUPERMOON!  
From The Old Farmer’s Almanac

July’s full Buck Moon will rise on Monday, July 3, 
reaching peak illumination at 7:39 A.M. Eastern Time. 

Gatherings about Gardens
THE TOMATO CAGE CAPER by Walter 
Beineke GreenPrints 2023

The day my prized tomato plant— 
and more—got stolen.

I have gardened organically on the 
same plot in West Lafayette, Indiana, 
for almost 60 years. After all that time, 
I fancy myself a pretty good grower of tomatoes. I 
grow all my plants from seed. I’ve even developed 
several varieties that I’ve shared with many folks who 
claim they’re the best they’ve ever tasted. (Of course 
they tell me this to get more tomatoes or free plants 
the next year.) So my garden always has at least 
eight tomato plants even though I’m the only one in 
the family who likes tomatoes. (I know. What’s wrong 
with them, right?) Tomatoes are my favorite vegetable 
right from the garden, and I’m very protective of those 
precious plants.

My garden is right next to my house and 
surrounded by a 4-foot-tall board fence. The fence 
has two strands of electric wire on top to dissuade 
various tomato-eating critters.

One morning when I was examining my garden 
patch, I saw something strange—an empty spot. I 
was certain a tomato plant should have been in that 
location. I looked closer and, sure enough, saw a 
few stray strands of tomato stem. My first thought 
was that neighborhood kids had pulled one of those 
get-the-old-guy pranks you see in the movies. But 
then I saw hoofprints in the moist soil. Deer! I looked 
around. Several other tomato plants had been 
nibbled—well, actually chomped back quite a bit. I 
live on the edge of a great woods, so tomato-eating 
creatures are all too common. But with the electric-
wired fence and the garden so close to the house, I’d 
never had much trouble with deer. Still, it was mid-
Summer, the tomato vines were about 6-feet tall and 
loaded with my super-tasty tomatoes.

But hold on a minute. Not only was one tomato 
plant completely missing, so was its cage! I use 
4-foot-tall concrete reinforcing wire to make circular 
cages 3 feet in diameter. They are heavy and hard 
to put on the plants. Well, that huge ring of iron was 
gone, along with the heavy fruit-laden tomato plant. 
The thief must have been a buck, and the cage must 
still be stuck in its antlers!

I followed the perpetrator’s tracks along my house, 
across my front yard, across the  cul-de-sac, and into 
a neighbor’s yard and the woods behind their house. 
It was an easy trail to follow, since the four-legged 
thief left pieces of tomato plant and green tomatoes 

Gatherings about Gardens cont. on pg. 9
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Community Happenings
It will be below the horizon at that time, so plan to 
look towards the southeast after sunset to watch it 
rise into the sky. Being the day before the Fourth of 
July, it should make for dazzling fireworks displays!

July’s full Buck Moon orbits closer to Earth than 
many of the other full Moons this year, making one 
of the four supermoons of 2023! At its nearest point, 
the Buck Moon will be 224,895 miles from Earth, 
which means that August’s Blue Moon will be the only 
supermoon that is closer to our planet this year.

Why is it called the Buck Moon? The full Moon 
names used in The Old Farmer’s Almanac come 
from a number of places, including Native American, 
Colonial American and European sources. 
Traditionally, each full Moon name was applied to 
the entire lunar month in which it occurred, not solely 
to the full Moon.  The full Moon in July is called the 
Buck Moon because the antlers of male deer (bucks) 
are in full-growth mode at this time. Bucks shed and 
regrow their antlers each year, producing a larger and 
more impressive set as the years go by.

Plants are also featured prominently in July’s 
alternative Moon names. Some favorites are 
Berry Moon (Anishinaabe), Moon When the 
Chokecherries are Ripe (Dakota), Month of the 
Ripe Corn Moon (Cherokee), and Raspberry Moon 
(Algonquin, Ojibwe).

And lastly,
SAD BUT TRUE:

1. The only way to ensure rain is to give the 
garden a good soaking.

2. Weeds grow at precisely the rate you pull them 
out.

3. Nothing ever looks like it does on the seed 
packet.

4. Autumn follows summer, winter follows autumn, 
drought follows planting.

5. However bare the lawn, grass will appear in the 
cracks between the patio paving stones.

6. When weeding, the best way to make sure you 
are removing a weed and not a valuable plant 
is to pull on it. If it comes out of the ground 
easily, it is a valuable plant.

Til Next Time, Judy Finnegan

Gatherings about Gardens cont. from pg. 8

The Jefferson Street Oasis  
Community Garden to host  

“Grilling Day and Tour”  
on July 29th

The JSO Community Vegetable Garden will be 
having their annual Grilling and Garden Event 
on Saturday, July 29th from 10:00 A.M – 4 
P.M.  JSO is in their 12th year and now has 85 
individual and family plots growing a wide variety 
of vegetables to help address food insecurity in 
Springfield.  These plots along with a pollinator 
garden, chicken pastures (140 heritage breed 
chickens), herb garden, poly house and children’s 
cottage and raised beds cover three (3) acres 
and is located at 1100 West Jefferson Street.  You 
can also park in the parking lot of the Children’s 
Rescue Center (CRC) at 1027 West High Street.

The event offers tours of the grounds, plus 
plenty of food and events for all ages.  There will 
be sweet corn on the grill along with a variety of 
vegetables prepared in numerous ways.  For the 
second year ‘chick poop bingo’ will be offered and 
the Springfield Museum of Art will display ‘Art in 
the Garden’.

Come hungry, plan to have fun, and see what 
we call the best kept secret in Springfield!

A free tour of the community gardens 
and parks of Springfield’s south side 

returns July 29, 2023
In recent years, the South Side of Springfield 

has seen a blossoming of new community 
gardens and neighborhood parks, which offer 
residents more opportunities to grow their own 
food, buy fresh produce at affordable prices, get 
exercise, or simply enjoy beautiful places. Ten 
of these spots will be open to the public during 
the free “South Side in Bloom” tour, which takes 
place on the last Saturday in July.

SOUTH SIDE

IN BLOOM
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A great big thank you goes out to 
Neal Carpenter, Dale Davis and 
Donny Rice from NTPRD for all of 
their help with getting the new pots 
out of the truck.

New Delivery of Pots aND  
CoNtiNuiNg work oN the aNNual BeDs
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Perennial Committee workday around the clubhouse beds. Some plants 
trimmed, some added and mulch all around.
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clark.osu.edu 

 
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversty.osu.edu. For an ac-

cessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.  

Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum  

  

Join us for the Dedication of the 
new SPGA entrance and the 

Demana Family Victory Garden 
Hosted by Clark County Master  

Gardener Volunteers  

 Rain or shine 

For more information:  

clark.osu.edu  
Follow OSUE Master Gardener  
Volunteers on Facebook, or call  

937-398-7600  
Thank you to the people of  

Springfield and Clark County for all 
of your support throughout the year.  

Date: Saturday, August 5, 2023 
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Location: SPGA, 1900 Park Street, 
Springfield, OH 

FREE ADMISSION 

JUBILEE! 

Enjoy: 
 Tours of gardens with  

 demonstrations 
 Kiwanis Children’s Garden 
 Ask a Master Gardener Volunteer 
 Gloves and garden items for sale 
 Vendors & Exhibits 
 Live Music 
 Food Trucks 
 Raffle & Door Prizes 

Master Gardener Volunteers  
Programs is celebrating 30 Years 

of Service in Clark County 



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, 
Clark County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937.398.7600. The Master Gardener 
Advisor is Pam Bennett. http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-
blooms-newsletters
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

MGVs waiting on the delivery of the new pots for SPGA 
patio area.

SPGA Garden  
Clean Ups are  

July 5th and 19th

9 am - 12 pm


