
Clark County 4-H and FFA Horse and Rider Safety Checklist 
Required for Participation at the Clark County Fair 

 
Purpose: The Horse Safety checklist is designed to evaluate and promote safety for all exhibitors 
participating in the Jr. Fair Horse Show at the Clark County Fair.  By encouraging safety awareness and 
assessing each exhibitor’s handling and riding skills, the goal is to create a safe, confident, and successful 
experience for all participants and their horses.  
 
Checklist Criteria: 

• The safety checklist evaluates each exhibitor’s equine skills, focusing on safe handling and riding 
practices with their declared horse(s). 

• Successful completion of the checklist is required to participate in the Clark County Fair. 
• Once an exhibitor has successfully completed the checklist with a specific horse a recheck list is not 

required unless a safety concern arises later.  If safety concerns are identified at any time, a meeting 
will be held with the exhibitor, their family, and a Horse Committee member to develop a plan for 
improvement. 

• All new exhibitors and returning exhibitors showing must complete the safety checklist, with each 
horse, prior to Fair participation. 

• Safety checklists will be conducted and documented by the assessors approved by the Clark 
County Horse Committee Leadership Team. 

 
Checklist Opportunities: 
There will be designated opportunities for exhibitors to complete their Horse Safety checklist prior to the 
Clark County Fair. 
These sessions will: 

• Be held at the Champions Center Show arenas on the Clark County Fairgrounds. 
• Be supervised by an assessor and at least one leadership team member. 
• Include open arena time for exhibitors to practice, acclimate their horse to the Fairgrounds 

environment, and demonstrate safe handling and riding techniques. 
 
2026 Sessions Include: 

• May 1, May 19, June 16, 5 PM to 8 PM, Champions Center, Outdoor Covered Horse Arena 
• Recheck Session:   June 30, 5 PM to 8 PM, Champions Center, Outdoor Covered Horse Arena 

 
Each date will offer three one-hour time slots.  5 PM to 6 PM, 6 PM to 7 PM and 7 PM to 8 PM.  There are 
limited slots per date and time.  Riders will need to participate in a one-hour time slot with each horse.  If a 
rider has more than one horse, they will need to register for a separate time slot for each horse.   
 
Jr. Fair Horse Exhibitors will need to register for a designated date and time slot.  
Scan QR code or go to 
go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfairhorseandriderssafetychecklistreg  
 
Questions: If you have questions, please reach out to a member of the Clark 
County 4-H Horse Leadership Team.  Amber Henderson, Rebekah Newell, Carrie 
Redmon, Jillian Tatro, Heather Walden.  

 
 
Under Ohio law, Section 2305.321 of the Revised Code, an equine activity sponsor, professional, volunteer, participant or other 
person is not liable for an injury to or the death of a participant in the equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine 
activities. 

 
 

https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfairhorseandridersafetychecklistreg


Clark County 4-H and FFA Horse and Rider Safety Checklist 
1 Form per Horse and Rider Combination 

 
Rider Name:  ________________________________________  Safety Check Date: ___________ 

Horse’s Name: _______________________________________ # Years Shown at Fair:  ________ 

Check one:   4-H   FFA  Club/Chapter Name:  _______________________________________ 

Check Age:   Jr. (age 8-13)   Sr. (age 14-18)  Check Level:  In-Hand  Walk/Trot  Walk/Trot/Canter 

Section 1: In-Hand Checklists 
1A.  Safety & Equipment  Circle One 

• Can tie a safety knot Yes No 
• Tack appropriate and fit the animal. Yes No 

 
1B.  Control and Handling Circle One 

• Exhibitor has control of their animal. Yes No 
• Exhibitor is on the correct side of the animal. Yes No 
• Exhibitor holds the lead rope correctly. Yes No 
• Animal responds to stop cue from exhibitor within 3 strides. Yes No 
• Exhibitor looks back prior to backing Yes No 
• Exhibitor demonstrates safety awareness around others. Yes No 

 
Section 2: In Saddle Checklists At Walk 

Circle One 
 At Trot 

Circle One 
 At Cantor 

Circle One 
• Exhibitor is positioned and balanced in the saddle Yes No Yes No Yes No 
• Exhibitor is holding reins correctly. Yes No Yes No Yes No 
• Exhibitor cues animal correctly. Yes No Yes No Yes No 
• Animal responds willingly to cues. Yes No Yes No Yes No 
• Exhibitor has control of their animal. Yes No Yes No Yes No 
• Exhibitor and animal appear to be working as a team. Yes No Yes No Yes No 
• Exhibits safety awareness with other horses in arena. Yes No Yes No Yes No 
• Able to travel from cone A to cone B. Yes No Yes No Yes No 
• Able to perform a figure eight between two markers. Yes No Yes No Yes No 
• Able to stop. Yes No Yes No Yes No 
• Able to back at least two steps. Yes No Yes No Yes No 
• Able to stand quietly for five seconds. Yes No Yes No Yes No 

Notes:  

 
 

Assessment Results: Check One: Passes:    Yes, No Exceptions    Yes, With Exceptions    No     
If Exceptions:    In-Hand Only     Walk Trot Only      No Showmanship   
 
Assessor Name:  ____________________________ Signature: _______________________________ 
 
Leadership Member: _________________________ Signature: _______________________________             
 
Exhibitor Name: _____________________________ Signature: _______________________________ 
 
Parent Name: _______________________________ Signature: _______________________________ 
 

Under Ohio law, Section 2305.321 of the Revised Code, an equine activity sponsor, professional, volunteer, participant or other 
person is not liable for an injury to or the death of a participant in the equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine 
activities. 


