COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL, AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Clark County 4-H Update — February 16, 2026

Clark County 4-H Families and Volunteers:
There are lots of 4-H events and activities for 4-H families, members, volunteers and clubs to participate in the
upcoming weeks. We hope that you choose to participate in one or more of them.

4-H Kick-off
Tuesday, Feb. 24
5:30 PM to 8 PM
Annex, Arts & Crafts & Mercantile Buildings, Clark Co. Fairgrounds
Join us for 30 Hands-On Activities... Here is a sample of what you
will be able to do.
e Craft a Beeswax Candle
e  Whip Up Your Own Mini Pie
¢ Construct a Sensory Rainstick
e Celebrate America’s 250" with some Patriotic Slime, Flag
Wands and Eagle Gliders.
¢ Magically Diffuse Colors to Create Your Own Canvas Artwork
e Make DIY Lotion
e Test Your Sharpshooter Skills
¢ Explore Plants and Animals
e And So Much More!

You Can Also...

e Purchase 4-H project books at the Kick-Off. To guarantee you get the project books you need, send
an email to patterson.1332@osu.edu or newman.221@osu.edu by noon on February 24, so they can
have your project books at the Kick-Off for you to pick up and pay for. You may pay by credit card,
check, or cash. Note: Most project books are now $12 + tax, some are more including resource books.

e Pay your 4-H Activity Fees at 4-H Kick-Off. $30/member and $10/cloverbud. Pay by cash or check
to the Clark County 4-H Committee.

e Bring a friend that is not currently in 4-H and receive 5 extra door prize tickets for drawings for
Fair Passes, Camp Scholarships, Project Books, and More. Earn more door prize tickets for every
activity you visit for more chances to win these prizes and more.

¢ Enjoy food and fellowship with family, friends, and your 4-H club. Make it a 4-H club meeting too.

e Enroll in 4-H on-line and download the 4-H app onto your phone with the help from OSU
Extension staff in the Annex. You can also pick up 4-H parent guides, project guides, project
requirements, calendars, 4-H fundraising packets and more.

e Get all your 4-H livestock questions answered at the Theater, sign up for a chance to win one of
two Commercial Market Hogs, and view all the critical changes in the featured film.

e Visit Belmont’s Barn to see rabbits, cavies and poultry projects and sign up for a chance to win a
market roaster rabbit or a breeding rabbit and order your market turkeys.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a non-discriminatory basis for more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. OSU Extension, Clark County and 4-H
Youth Development educational programs provided with major support by the Clark County Commissioners.
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New 4-H Volunteer Trainings
When: Wed., Feb. 18, 6:30 PM, Extension Office and Thurs., March 12, 6:30 PM, Ext. Office
Who: Any adult that is in the process or would like to start the process to become a 4-H volunteer.
What:
e Choose one of the New 4-H Volunteer trainings to attend
e Complete and submit New 4-H Volunteer Application and Signed Standards of Behavior
e Provide 3 non-family references with your application
e Submit to a Fingerprint BCl Check
e Schedule an interview with one of the 4-H Extension Educators

Enroll in 4-H On-Line
Who: ALL 4-H volunteers, members and cloverbuds
When: NOW and before April 15, 2026
How: Go to https://oh.4honline.com/
What: _ On the
o Check to make sure your Address, E-mail and
Phone Numbers are CORRECT! Update if needed. 4-H App
e Enroll in projects and in the club(s) you want to take those projects
in, if you are a member in multiple clubs.

e To be able to receive e-mail and text message blasts when sent.
e To be eligible to participate in 4-H Skill-a-thon and Project Judging,
Clark County Fair and/or the Ohio State Fair with your projects.

e To be eligible for all 4-H opportunities, events, and awards.

e To get Fair Premium Check from the Auction when mailed.

e To have OSU match BCI background checks in the system for volunteers.
Need Help: Call 937-398-7600 Option 0 or e-mail
patterson.1332@osu.edu, newman.221@osu.edu, house.18@osu.edu, elleman.30@osu.edu

Youth Livestock Quality Assurance (QA)
All livestock members will need to attend a youth livestock quality assurance program by June 1, 2026 to
be eligible to show at the Clark County Fair.

Who Does This Include?
e Alpaca and Llama Members - All
o Beef Members — Beef Breeding, Beef Feeders and Market Beef
e Dairy Members — Calves, Heifers, Cows, Dairy Feeders and Dairy Market Steers
e Goat Members — Dairy, Pygmy, Dwarf, Cart, Fiber, Market Production and Market Goats
e Poultry — Egg Production, Fancy, Meat Ducks, Meat Chickens, Meat Turkeys, Fancy Waterfowl, etc.
e Rabbits — Breeding, Pet and Market Rabbits
e Sheep — Market
e Swine - Breeding Purebred Gilts and Market Swine
Great Door Prizes? For every 10 Jr. Fair youth exhibitors participating in the QA, a Free Jr. Fair Pass will be
drawn. For example: If 50 youth attends, you have a chance to win 1 of 5 Free Jr. Fair Passes.
Two sessions have already been held; there are six more. Please plan on attending one of the upcoming
Quality Assurance Programs.

e March 7,10 AM-11 AM, Youth Bldg. * March 14, 9:45 AM-10:45 AM, Cattle Ar.
e April 15, 6 PM-7 PM, Arts & Crafts Bldg. e April 27, 6:30 PM-7:30 PM, Annex
e Mayb, 6 PM-7 PM, Mercantile Bldg. * May 28, 6 PM-7 PM, Annex
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Clark Co. Jr. Fair Market Turkey Orders Due by Feb. 24

Who: Any 4-H or FFA member that wants to show a market turkey at the 2026 Clark Co. Jr. Fair

What: Must order a minimum of three market turkeys per exhibitor or exhibitor’'s immediate family from
the Jr. Fair Bulk Order.

Cost: $7 per market turkey

Deadline to Order On-Line: Feb. 24 Go to https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfairmarketturkeyorderform
Payment: Pay with credit/debit card when you place your order on-line, pay with check or cash at the
Extension Office, make checks payable to OSU Extension, Clark Co.

Note: Each exhibitor will select one turkey from their order to bring to the Fair to show. With that said,
animals do die, so order enough turkeys to maximize your chances to have a turkey to show. Typically, the
packer at Fair will take extra birds at the packer price given for Fair birds.

Clark County Fair Book Cover Contest

What: Hand Draw or Computer Generate a Design for the 2026 Clark County Fair Book cover

Who: Any 4-H member may make entry

Requirements:

e Design must be 8 %2 x 11 portrait design.

e Design brings to life the 2026 Fair Theme — Clark Co. Fair ...250 Years of Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of
Agriculture

e Include 2026 Clark County Fair...250 Years of Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Agriculture and the designer’s
name in the submission design.

Deadline: Submit entry by March 15 to laura@clarkcoag.com or drop off to the Fair Office.

Selection: The Clark Co. Fair Board will select the winner at their March Board meeting.

Winner: Receives 2 Fair Passes (one 4-H member pass and one adult pass)

Richwood Bank Cup of Community Art Contest — Support Clark Co. Jr. Fair
Share your Jr. Fair story on a Richwood Coffee cup. This contest is open to youth and adults! Your design can
reflect any part of your Richwood Coffee story:
o Coffee-inspired patterns or illustrations
e Scenes of community life
e Artwork honoring our many beneficiaries (Clark Co. Jr. Fair)
e Bold graphics, abstract concepts, hand-drawn pieces — your vibe is welcome
Go to https://richwoodcoffee.com/cup-of-community/ - to click on the digital template or you can pick up a
design sheet at any Richwood Bank location.
¢ Art needs to be submitted by February 27
e Public voting will take place March 2-12
¢  Winner(s) will be announced March 13

2026 Clark Co. Jr. Fair Book

Access for all Jr. Fair Rules for your projects. Posted on the 4-H Web at
https://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/clark-county-fair
and on the 4-H APP under Clark County Fair Info
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4-H and FFA Rabbit & Cavy Clinic & QA
Sat. March 7, Youth Bldg., Clark County Fairgrounds

Quality Assurance — 10 AM-11 AM Open to any market livestock exhibitor that needs to complete their
annual quality assurance training.

Clinic — 11 AM to Noonish: Rabbit cages and equipment will be available for purchase. Selection, care, health
and what the judge is looking for will be covered as well as review of the rules. Door prizes too!

4-H Project Books will be available for purchase. The cost for each book is listed below. Please make
checks payable to OSU Extension, Clark County. If paying by cash, please have exact cash. You may also pay

by credit card.
e Rabbit Book - $12.87 Rabbit Resource Handbook - $21.45
e Cavy Book - $12.87 Cavy Resource Handbook - $21.45

Commercial Market Hog Applications Due
Who: Any 4-H or FFA member, age eligible to show a market hog.
What:
e May choose to purchase and show a maximum of 2 commercial market hogs.
e Can not SHOW MORE THAN 2 TOTAL MARKET HOGS AT THE CLARK COUNTY JR. FAIR.
You CAN'T show 2 commercial market hogs and 2 other market hogs.
e 1styear 4-H members may show 2 market hogs, one of the market hogs must be a purebred.
When:
e March 15- deadline to make application and pay $150/commercial market hog. Go to
https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfaircommercialmarkethogapp
e April 11 - 10 AM, Swine Arena, Pick up commercial market hog(s). Selection will be done by a random
drawing — the number selected will correspond to a pig.

4-H Clothing Clinic

When: Sunday, March 15, 3 PM to 5 PM, Extension Office

Who: Any 4-H member interested in taking a sewing or shopping clothing project

Register at https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkco4hclothingprojectclinics

There will be additional clinics held in April and June as well as a 4-H Sew Fun Camp for 1t year members and
Sewing Sessions to help 2™ year and beyond members with their sewing projects.

Upcoming 4-H Committee Meetings
e Feb. 16 — Shooting Sports Committee Meeting, 6 PM, Large Conf. Room
e Feb. 16 — Horse Committee Meeting, 7 PM, Large Conf. Room
e Feb. 17 — Rabbit & Poultry Committee Meeting, 6:30 PM, Small Conf. Room
e Mar. 16 — Horse Committee Meeting, 7:00 PM, Large Conf. Room

In the 4-H Spirit,

Patty House Jeremy Elleman

4-H Extension Educator 4-H Extension Educator
house.18@osu.edu elleman.30@osu.edu
937-398-7599 937-398-7606

4|Page, 2/16/2026 Clark Co. 4-H Update


https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfaircommercialmarkethogapp
https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkco4hclothingprojectclinics
mailto:house.18@osu.edu
mailto:elleman.30@osu.edu

Clark County
4-H Kickoff

Tuesday, February 24, 5:30 - 8:00 PM
Clark County Fairgrounds, Annex Building
Event is free and open to current and prospective 4-H families

Join us for a fun night of hands-on activities, food, and
fellowship!

Get information on how to find a 4-H Club and how to
enroll for the 2026 4-H year!

Discover the large variety of 4-H projects up close and
personal!

go.osu.edu/clark4H

CFAES provides research and related educational

programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.

. . . . . . . . For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.
Ohio State University Extension is part of The Ohio State University "

’ ) ) For an accessible format of this publication, visit
College of Food, Agriculutural, and Environmental Sciences. cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.



Over 1,200 Members Strong Indoor Archery

With over 1,200 members in Try out the indoor archery range and
50 Clark County 4-H clubs, youth simulators in the
build friendships and teamwork 4-H Shooting Sports Area
skills.

20+ Hands-on Activities

Participate in over twenty hands-on
activities to learn all about
what 4-H has to offer. Make and
take projects, STEM experiments,
fun games, and team challenges.

Door Prizes

Door prizes will be drawn Enroll On-site
throughout the event, including fair Get help with your 4-H enroliment
passes, 4-H camp scholarships, 4-H and pay your 4-H activity fee on-site

project books, and 4-H swag!

Your questions? Answered!

Get your questions answered by
experienced 4-H parents,
4-H volunteers, and
OSU Extension 4-H Professionals

Accommodations

Learn about requesting
accommodations in 4-H programs
for youth with diverse needs through
a 4-H Winning Plan

Commercial Market Hog

Learn about the commercial market
hog class at the Clark Co Jr. Fair.
Enter to win a
2026 Market Hog project animal!

Snacks and Concessions

Visit our concession area and the
4-H market to purchase 4-H
supplies and swag

Learn About Animal Projects
Get hands-on with various animal
projects including alpacas, dogs,
rabbits, cavies and poultry,
Enter to win a project animal,
including a 2026 Market Roaster
Rabbit!

Miscellaneous Projects
An animal project is not for you?
More than half of 4-H projects do not
require raising an animal. Learn
about STEM, Health & Fitness, the
Arts, Outdoor Adventure and MORE.

go.osu.edu/clark4H
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