Clark County 4-H Update — March 13, 2026
Clark County 4-H Families and Volunteers:

Due to the inconsistency in how 4-H families have been receiving e-mail blasts recently, we have set up an
OSU E-Mail list-serve to send information to all 4-H families moving forward. You received a test message
yesterday. That was not SPAM, but a test of the new list-serve email done by OSU. We will be using the
following list-serve address clarkcountyoh4h@lists.osu.edu for sending out all e-mail correspondence unless
sending to an individual. We will continue posting the 4-H Updates to the 4-H App, the Web, and Facebook
as well. We encourage you to continue to use all these forms of communication to stay up to date with what’s
happening in Clark Co. 4-H.

As you select and complete your 4-H projects for 2026, you will find important information in this Clark
County 4-H update and others to follow in the weeks and months to come to assist you. Please take time to
read these updates and act in a timely manner. If you have questions or need assistance, please contact us.

4-H Enrollment Deadline is April 15.
Don’t delay enrolling in 4-H. Complete your 4-H enrollment now by going to https://oh.4honline.com/.
All 4-H CLOVERBUDS, MEMBERS and VOLUNTEERS must ENROLL!

4-H Project Books
OSU Publications raised the cost of 4-H project books. Most of the 4-H projects are now $12, some may cost
more. The new 4-H projects are...
¢ 101 How the Herd Multiplies
* 365 Aquaculture: Raising Seafood and Restoring Fisheries
* 365: Backyard Fireflies
* 365: Building the Future: Construction Careers
* 365: Needle Felting
* 365: No Sew Fun
* 495 Living on Your Own
* 594 Knitting It Together
* 616 Water Matters
* 668 Field Crops & Forages

There are also some revised or replaced projects...
¢ 446 Empowering Personal Finance
» 527 Paper Circuits
* 528 Smart Circuits

Purchase your 4-H projects early to be able to complete your projects in time for 2026 project judging.
e 4-H Skillathons & Project Judging — June 24 & 25
e 4-H Miscellaneous Project Judging - July 14
e 4-H Shooting Sports Judging — July 18

Fair Book Cover Contest Extended to March 10

This year’s Fair Theme is 250 Years of Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Agriculture. You still have time to
create a design for the Fair Book Cover. Submit your 8 %2 x 11 portrait design by March 20 to the Fair Office.
You may e-mail your submission to laura@clarkcoag.com or drop off to the Fair Office during business hours.
The Clark Co. Fair Board will select the winning submission at their March board meeting. The winner will
receive one adult fair pass and one youth fair pass for the 2026 Clark County Fair.
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Clark County 4-H Horse Committee Tack Sale
When: Sat., March 14

Time: 10 AM to 4 PM

Where: Youth Building, Clark County Fairgrounds

What: Purchase gently used tack and riding attire
Admission: $2/person

All proceeds benefit the Clark County 4-H Horse Program.

Junior Swine Day

When: Sat. March 28

Time: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Where: OSU College of Veterinary Medicine, OSU Campus, Columbus, Ohio

[m] Iﬁim What: Selecting Your Pig, Show Pig 101, Feeding and Managing Your Pig, Biosecurity
= Bootcamp, Quality Assurance

#1° Cost: $7.18/person

O] s Scan QR Code to register

o L "

2026 Clark County 4-H Fundraisers — Two ways to earn your 2026 4-H activity fee.
e Must sell $130 to earn activity fee & one $12 project book or campership coupon
e For every additional $37.50 in product sold earn one $12 project book or campership coupon
e High Sellers Earn Cash Awards
e Clubs Earn 10%
Sell Otis Spunkmeyer Frozen Cookie Dough and Other Products
e Take orders now until April 10 (Hardcopy Order Forms and Booklets Available in Ext. Office for pickup)
e Pick Up Orders on May 19
e Order Forms Available from your club advisor or the Extension Office
e Have People Purchase on-line at or scan QR Code
https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkco4hclubschoicefundraiserclar48
o C(lark Co. 4-H School Code is CLAR48
Sell Anthony Thomas Candy Bars
e Club Candy Orders Due March 24 https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkco4hclubcandyorder
e Pick Up Candy Bars on April 10
e Turnin Candy Money May 19 or May 20

4-H Activity Fees — Don’t Wait Pay Now!
All 4-H members and Cloverbuds must pay their annual 4-H activity fee no later than May 20.

2026 Activity Fees:
* $30 per member and $10 per Cloverbud if paid by 7 PM, May 20
*  $40 per member and $20 per Cloverbud if paid after 7 PM, May 20
Fees may be paid in the following ways:
*  Mail check to Clark Co. 4-H Committee, P.O. Box 444, Springfield, OH 45501 — Please put your child’s
name and club name on the check or enclosed in the envelope.
* Pay by cash or check on May 19 or May 20, 11 AM to 7 PM, Extension Office
* Earn your activity fee by participating in the County Fundraisers

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a non-discriminatory basis for more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. OSU Extension, Clark County and 4-H Youth
Development educational programs provided with major support by the Clark County Commissioners: Sasha L. Rittenhouse, Charles Patterson, Rick Lohnes
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Youth Livestock Quality Assurance (QA)
All livestock members will need to attend a youth livestock quality assurance program by June 1, 2026 to
be eligible to show at the Clark County Fair.

Who Does This Include?

Alpaca and Llama Members - All

Beef Members — Beef Breeding, Beef Feeders and Market Beef

Dairy Members — Calves, Heifers, Cows, Dairy Feeders and Dairy Market Steers

Goat Members — Dairy, Pygmy, Dwarf, Cart, Fiber, Market Production and Market Goats

Poultry — Egg Production, Fancy, Meat Ducks, Meat Chickens, Meat Turkeys, Fancy Waterfowl, etc.
Rabbits — Breeding, Pet and Market Rabbits

Sheep — Market

Swine - Breeding Purebred Gilts and Market Swine

Great Door Prizes? For every 10 Jr. Fair youth exhibitors participating in the QA, a Free Jr. Fair Pass will be
drawn. For example: If 50 youth attends, you have a chance to win 1 of 5 Free Jr. Fair Passes.

Three sessions have already been held; there are six more. Please plan on attending one of the upcoming
Quality Assurance Programs.

March 14, 9:45 AM-10:45 AM, Cattle Ar. e April 15, 6 PM-7 PM, Arts & Crafts Bldg.
April 27, 6:30 PM-7:30 PM, Annex * May 5, 6 PM-7 PM, Mercantile Bldg.
May 28, 6 PM-7 PM, Annex

Eﬁ#ﬁm In addition, have another chance to win door prizes (project books and fair passes) by

& completing the Quality Assurance Evaluation by scanning the QR Code or going to

o

r=|

4 https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcoqualityassuranceevaluation. Drawings will be done on March
& 15, April 15, May 15, and June 5.

2026 Clark Co. Jr. Fair Livestock Auction Updates — Please Read CAREFULLY!

Limited to one market species entry in the Clark County Jr. Fair Livestock Auctions.

Must make entry into the Auction between May 1 and June 15, 2026, declaring participation in the
Live or On-Line Auction and the project specie to participate in the Auction.

Must sell your own lot in the Sale of Champions or Live Auction unless prior arrangements are
made with the Sales Management. Failure to do so will forfeit the right to sell through the auction ring
and the online add-ons.

Must take your own photo for the On-Line Auction during fair week in show attire at one of the
available backdrops and uploaded by midnight on Thursday, July 30, 2026, to the auction site.

Must complete an Animal Declaration Form for each market animal and turn it into the Sales Office
by 5 PM, Saturday, July 25.

NO DECLARATION CHANGES WILL BE PERMITTED once the form is turned in. Not fulfilling your
declaration will forfeit your auction entry.

Exhibitor checks will be available for pick up at the fairgrounds once their entire account has been
paid in full or not later than 60 days after buyers have been invoiced. Checks are void after 90 days.
Sales management will post on the sales website when checks are available and where they can be
picked up.

Exhibitors are required to turn in buyer thank you notes to receive their checks. Thank you notes
must be addressed and include postage.

For complete 2026 Clark Co. Jr. Fair Livestock Auction Rules, go to https://ccjrfairsales.com/. All questions
regarding the Jr. Fair Auctions should be directed to the Sales manager, Cathy Hays or Sr. Fair Board Sales
Committee: Todd Bumgardner, Andy Eberhard, Greg Kaffenbarger.
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Purchasing 4-H Market Project Animals

Many of you are or soon will be purchasing market animals. There are breeder lists on the 4-H App and Web
under Projects tab and Project Requirements. In addition, you may receive sale flyers from local breeders. We
do not endorse anyone listed, these are provided as a courtesy to help provide you connections to potential
local breeders and Jr. Fair Exhibitors who have purchased project animals from in the past. All market animals
must be OWNED by the exhibitor per ODA Revised Code regulations regarding Jr. Fair Livestock
Exhibitions.

Here are some important points to keep in mind when purchasing All Market Animals:

e Purchase healthy animals from reputable breeders.

¢ Know what vaccinations and parasite control has been completed by the breeder.

e Ask the breeder what feed the animal has been on to be able to transition the animal to your feed.

e Quarantine animals bought if you have other animals at home.

e Observe purchased animals closely for signs of illness — take their temperature, monitor eating and
drinking, observe changes in feces, etc.

e Monitor animal growth to know the animal is on target to meet weight requirements.

e Establish a valid VCPR (vet, client, patient relationship) for preventative care and treatment.

e Properly handle your animals and provide proper animal care to assure you have a healthy animal
to bring to Fair. All animals must be free of contagious disease - this includes ring worm, sore mouth, club
lamb fungus, warts, lice, etc.

Market Goats

e ALL market goats must have a scrapie tag or tattoo. Scrapie tags must come from the breeder of the goat

and are needed for on-line exhibitor registration due by May 1. Market goats without scrapie tags will not be

tagged in on May 9 and will not be eligible for show at the Clark County Fair.

e Market goats must be properly castrated and healed or banded and disbudded and healed by May 1. If

not, they will not be tagged in on May 9.

> Jr. Fair Market Goat Exhibitor Registration due by May 1 go to
https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfairmarketgoatexhreg

Market Lambs

> Jr. Fair Market Lamb Exhibitor Registration due by May 1 go to
https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfairmarketlambexhreg
Market wether lambs must be properly castrated. All market lambs must have a scrapie tag at time of
tag-in on May 9. If not, they will not be tagged in for Fair and not eligible to show at the Clark Co. Fair.

Market Hogs

e Must be ear notched. Know your pig’s ear notches. Record in your project book animal inventory section to
have to complete your on-line Fair entries http://clarkohjrfair.fairentry.com due by May 15. Required to
submit 2 photos with your market hog entries. One must be a side profile, and the other one must be a head
shot with ear notches of both ears clearly shown.

e Purebred market hogs must have registration papers in the exhibitor's name by fair weigh-in. Make sure you
work with the breeder to have registration papers processed at purchase time. Don’t wait!

Commercial Market Hogs apply by March 15 at
https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfaircommercialmarkethogapp

Market Beef Feeders
e Must be heifers or steers born between Jan. 1 and May 1, 2026, owned and in the member’s possession by
May 1, 2026. Make entry on-line at http://clarkohjrfair.fairentry.com by May 15.
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Market Dairy Feeders

e Must be purebred, single breed, Holstein or Brown Swiss, male calves.

e Must be properly castrated and dehorned before the May 9 tag-in and weigh-in. If not, they will not be

tagged or weighed-in — NO EXCEPTIONS! You will have until June 1 to have your calf properly dehorned

and/or castrated, receive first vaccinations, if completed by June 1, calf will be tagged, but will not be eligible

for Rate of Gain.

> Jr. Fair Dairy Feeder Exhibitor Registration due by May 1
https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfairdairyfeederexhibitorreg

Market Rabbits
> Jr. Fair Rabbit Exhibitor Registration due by April 5
https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfairrabbitexhibitorreg
e You must register stewers, roasters and the doe(s) and buck(s), you are breeding to produce your
single fryers or meat pen rabbits by April 5.
e Must bring stewers, roasters and the breeding buck and doe to Rabbit I.D. Day on April 8.

e New for 2026: Stewers must be purebred, single breed, commercial rabbits, born before Jan. 24, 2026.
Exhibitors may register 3 stewers and show one. Stewers must weigh a minimum of 8 Ibs. and be over 6
months old at Fair weigh-in to be eligible to show and be an auction eligible project. Stewers MAY BE
PURCHASED or be offspring from your rabbits.

¢ Roasters must be purebred, single breed, commercial rabbits, born after Jan. 23 & at least 8 weeks old on
April 23. Roasters MAY BE PURCHASED or be offspring from your rabbits.

¢ Single Fryers and Meat Pens MAY NOT BE PURCHASED. Must be the offspring from a mating of the same
single breed buck and doe owned by the member brought to Rabbit I. D. Day on April 8.

Market Ducks and Chickens

e Must be purchased and shown from the Clark Co. Jr. Fair bulk order by April 28.

e Must purchase required minimum. Market Ducks — min. of 3 per family, Market Chickens — min. of 6 per
family with at least 2 per member in family. No 4-H Club or Chapter Orders.

Jr. Fair Market Duck Order: https://qgo.osu.edu/2026c¢clarkcojrfairmarketduckorderform

Jr. Fair Market Chicken Order: https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfairmarketchickenorderform

Intro to Canine Freestyle & Caine Good Citizen Workshop
Date: Saturday, April 18

Location: CleverDogs, 6175 Shamrock Ct Unit C, Dublin, OH 43016
What: Two skill-building workshops.

e The Canine Good Citizen session (4:00 PM-5:20 PM) will cover CGC test requirements, practice
exercises from the You and Your Dog project book and offer the opportunity to take the test or a
practice version.

e The Intro to Canine Freestyle session (5:30 PM-6:20 PM) will introduce foundational Freestyle training
skills and provide guidance on creating a performance routine, including preparation for State Fair.

Who: Working spots (dog attends) are open to 4-H’ers in their second year or beyond with dogs that are calm
in group settings, non-reactive, and food-motivated. Participants should bring high-value treats, a regular
collar (no slip collars), and a leash.

Cost: S10 per session (each youth registration includes a supervising adult)

Registration Deadline: April 10

Registration Link: go.osu.edu/CanineFreestyle
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Breeding and Production Projects

Youth can own or lease breeding or production projects. A written lease agreement signed by the youth,
parent and breeder must be submitted to the Extension Office. These are the projects that may be leased and
the deadline for submitting lease agreements. Whether you own or lease your breeding/production projects,
you will also need to complete exhibitor registration, bring animals to I.D. Days and make Fair entry.

Breeding Rabbits April 8 Register all breeding rabbits by April 5 at
https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfairrabbitexhibitorreg

Rabbit I.D. Day — April 8, 9 am-11 am, Youth Bldg.

Breeding Beef May 1 Make Fair Entry by May 15
https://clarkohijrfair.fairentry.

Dairy, Pygmy, Dwarf, May 1 Register all non-market goats by May 1 at
Fiber, Cart Market https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfairnonmarketgoatexhreg
Production Goats Non-Market I.D. Day — May 9, 10 am-12:30 pm, Goat Barn

Make Animal Profile for each horse on 4-H on-line
at https://oh.4honline.com/ and upload any leases
Make Fair Entry by July 1 https://clarkohjrfair.fairentry.com

Alpacas & Llamas May 15 Make Fair Entry by July 1 https://clarkohijrfair.fairentry.com

Fancy and Production Register all fancy and production poultry by June 28 at
Poultry https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfairfancyprodpoultryexhreg

Fancy & Production Poultry I.D. and Pullorum Testing,
une 29, 5 pm-8 pm, Rabbit Barn

Dairy Calves, Heifers, May 15 Make Fair Entry by June 1 at
and Cows https://clarkohjrfair.fairentry.com
Cavy Can notbe Register all cavies by April 5 at
leased https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrfaircavyexhibitorreg

Cavy I.D. Day — April 8,9 am to 11 am, Youth Building

Opportunities
e Ohio Beef Expo
When: March 20-22
Where: Ohio State Fairgrounds

e Ohio Dairy Expo
When: March 31-April 3
Where: Ohio State Fairgrounds

e Springfield Rabbit & Cavy Club Show
When: Sunday, March 29
Where: Youth Building, Clark Co. Fairgrounds
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Want to Become A 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor or Add Another Discipline

When: April 24, 6 PM- April 26, 11 AM

Where: Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp, Jackson, Ohio

What: Earn certification or update your certification in one of the following: Archery, Coordinator, Pistol, Living
History, Rifle, Shotgun, Living History, Hunting & Wildlife for adult volunteers, Assistant Instructors and Junior
Leaders. The advanced options are Muzzleloader, Archery Advanced, Rifle Marksmanship, Shotgun Advanced,
Crossbow, Pistol Advanced, Steel Rifle/Pistol SASP, & Western Heritage.

Cost: $115 to register go to https://go.osu.edu/springss2026. Registration is limited, so don’t delay.

Final Returning 4-H Volunteer Required Training

When: Tuesday, March 17

Time: 6:30 PM-8:30 PM

Where: Extension Office

Who: Any 4-H volunteer who wants to maintain their 4-H volunteer status for the 2026 4-H year and has not
already attended a 2026 4-H volunteer training.

Teen Leadership Opportunities Apply by April 1 for the following:
> Jr. Swine Committee - https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkcojrswinecommitteeapp

Who: Members in 8" through 12% grade that have previously completed a swine project and are
enrolled in a swine project in 2026. If you are currently on Jr. Swine Committee and met the 2025
expectations, you do not need to reapply but do need to notify Erica and Ryan Hillard of your wish to
continue with the committee.
What: Assist the 4-H and FFA Swine Committee with events and activities prior to and during the
Clark County Fair.

> Food & Fashion Board - https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkco4hfoodandfashionboardapp
Who: Members in 7" through 12 grade and at least 13 years of age who completed clothing, food or
miscellaneous projects in 2025 and plan to enroll in one in 2026. If you are currently on Food & Fashion
Board and met the 2025 expectations, you do not need to reapply but do need to notify Marlene Reid
of your wish to continue with the Board.
What: Assist the 4-H FCS Committee with the Clothing Clinics, Sew Fun Camp, Sewing Sessions,
Fashion Revue, Miscellaneous Project Judging, Baking Contest and Art Contest.

4-H Clothing Clinic

When: Sunday, March 15

Time: 3 PM- 4 PM

Where: Extension Office

What: Learn about 4-H Clothing projects (sewing and non-sewing) and get assistance to get you started for a
successful project experience

Register at: https://go.osu.edu/2026clarkco4hclothingprojectclinics

In the 4-H Spirit,

Patty House Jeremy Elleman

4-H Extension Educator 4-H Extension Educator
house.18@osu.edu elleman.30@osu.edu
937-398-7599 937-398-7606
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