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Mark Your Calendar
1 9am-12pm EOS Garden clean up

2 9am-12pm SPGA Garden clean up

9 5:30-7:30pm Board of Trustee meeting

14 9am-12pm EOS work day

15 9-12pm Perennial Garden work day

17 1-3pm SPGA Jubilee Planning meeting

20  FATHER’S DAY

24 11am-1pm Education Committee

28 9am-12pm EOS work day

FFA students helping to clean up the Field Trial Beds during 
the Community Service Volunteer Day.
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Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

How can I ever thank you enough for the incredible 
work in the month of May?  WOW.  The dedication 
and commitment from our volunteers are over the top 
and off the charts.  Everyone has pitched in to make 
a busy month successful!  THANKS!

From the plant sale that was quite amazing – we 
essentially sold out before 10:30 a.m., to all of the 
garden planning, preparation and planting, to the 
Cultivar Trial planting (including everyone who drove 
to Columbus to haul plants back), to the planting of 
the fairgrounds flower bed, and to all of the other 
“little” things that people are doing – you all ROCK 
and should be proud of the work that you are doing 
for our community.  I am sure I have not captured 
everything that Clark County MGVs are doing, and I 
apologize if I missed anything.  Everyone contributes 
in their own way and that’s what makes it work.

Covid restrictions are lifting everywhere around 
Ohio, and The Ohio State University is following 
suit in most cases.  We are not required to get an 
exemption for any programming under 300 people.  
We can now program face to face, as long as we 
social distance and wear masks indoors.  We do 
not have to wear masks outdoors.  However, we still 
need to be mindful of our community and our MGVs.  
Masks should be worn if you are not vaccinated and 
are not comfortable without one.  Let’s take care of 
each other.  I am so proud of MGVs around the state 
as there was not a single trace-back of Covid 19 
to any of our programs.  Congratulations on being 
cautious and caring.

While I am busy with essentially three jobs, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me if you need anything.  
Or if you hear of someone struggling.  Call my cell 
phone anytime.  Don’t email as I tend to miss emails, 
particularly when I am out in the field for several 
days as I was during the Cultivar Trial planting.  I 
don’t want to lose touch with any of the Clark County 
MGVs as you are the most important in my book!

Thanks again for all you do.  The love for your 
community and for giving back to others is apparent 
in each and every one of you.  Thank you.

Pam 

Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener  
Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

Connie Mitchell, 
Kim Bachman 

and Rich 
Pearson working 

to prep Trial 
Beds at SPGA.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Thanks for everyone’s physical labor, tenacity, 

laughter, and sweat this past month!  How many 
plants have you planted, watered, and nurtured in 
the month of May?  Or, how many times have you 
touched those infamous black plastic crates? We 
make a great team!

After all the Master Gardener Volunteers effort in 
May, the gardens will be front stage beginning in 
June when the Garden Walks & Talks premier the 
new series!  The entire series of dates and subjects 
are in this Newsletter.  Ed Wozniak will present the 
first Garden  Talk in the Victory Garden on June 4 
from 6-7:30 pm. MGVs will be available to direct our 
attendees to the Victory Garden.  For the remainder 
of the other Garden Talks, attendees will meet at the 
Wingert-Tossey Pavilion.

The first Garden Walk is June 17 from 6-7:30 pm 
at the Springfield Foundation Feature Garden by 
Richmond Pearson discussing the planning, soil 
preparation, and planting of this special garden.

Keep your eyes open for a new donation 
thermometer that will be shaped like an ear of corn!  
This sign will depict how many pounds of food the 
Victory Garden has grown and given to the Food 
Bank!

Thanks again for doing what you love with our 
Gardens!  Please hydrate both yourself and the 
plethora of 
flowers and 
plants at SPGA!
Stay tuned! 
We’ve only just 
begun!
Connie Mitchell
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RICH’S REMARKS
The month of May has been quite a challenge and 
reward.  We had cold temperatures, in the lower 
30’s with frost that required covering plants.  We had 
heavy, torrential rain that prevented, or delayed, tilling 
and working the soil to prepare for planting.  We had 
a long period of unseasonably high temperatures 
with no rain requiring scheduling of watering crews to 
keep freshly planted Field Trial entries in good vigor 
as well as delivering bottled water to our amazing 
work crews to keep them hydrated and healthy.  
Through the vagaries of the weather, the amazing 
Master Gardener Volunteers of Clark County 
prevailed; producing a successful, sellout Plant Sale;  
waiting for the weather window to till the field trial 
beds;  transporting, sorting, protecting, watering, and 
finally laying out and planting the Field Trials.  What a 
great team!  
Wingert Tossey Pavilion:
There are a few minor details remaining but the 
structure is essentially completed.  Perimeter beds 
need stone sourced and delivered to receive the 
runoff from the roof and channel it away from the 
structure.  As soon as I find a source for just the right 
size and color blend, we will have another great MGV 
opportunity for moving, placing, and leveling it out.  
Sounds like “tons of fun” doesn’t it?
Springfield Foundation Feature Garden:
Strong progress has been made on completing the 
design by the MGV SFFG sub-committee. A series 
of zoom meetings and establishing subcommittees 
with identified tasks of specific types of plants and 
a design sub-committee yielded great progress.  A 
final review of the remarkable and detailed design 
has passed scrutiny and approval and a first order 
is in the works.  Species and numbers of plants 
supply availability is forecast to be difficult due to 
short supplies.  Plant list availability confirmation has 
been confirmed by the first supplier.  Locating all the 
plants will require working with multiple suppliers 
and may span more than just this spring season.  
The six original, planned beds have been re-staked 
and tilled: waiting for additional compost and prep.  
I want to express my pride, praise, and excitement 
that this rather large committee so successfully came 
together “virtually” and completed a complicated and 
multifaceted design project via Zoom.  And certainly, 
the Design sub committee deserves major praise for 
receiving the concept ideas and plant lists from the 
hard working 5 Plant subcommittees and formulating 
those into what I believe will be a stunning garden.  
Great job everyone!  And, of course, stay tuned for 

Rich’s Remarks  cont. on pg.10

1st Carrie Moore

16th Dorothy Gordon

20th Jane Malowney

23rd Susie Anderson

23rd LaDonna Lowe

23rd Teresa Magill

27th Judy Hopper

Meet Mara Andrus
Hello everyone! I’ve gotten to meet many of you 

in the last month and I just want to thank you all 
for the warm welcome. I figured I’d give you a little 
background about me- just in case you haven’t 
heard! I was born and raised in Clark County 
and was so excited to get the opportunity to work 
near home. I just graduated on May 9th from The 
Ohio State University with a degree in Community 
Leadership and Extension Education. I got to intern 
with the OSU Extension office alongside the 4-H 
and FCS programs in 2017. I grew up in 4-H and 
FFA- showing cattle, hogs, ducks and taking welding 
projects- so I loved learning the background of OSU 
Extension that summer. I also worked at a garden 
center last summer and got to learn a little bit about 
various plants through that experience! I am part-
time here in the office, so during the other half of my 
week you can find me working at Downtown Nutrition 
in Urbana and coaching Middle School Volleyball at 
Northeastern. My email is andrus.37@osu.edu if you 
ever need anything! It has been a great start and I’m 
excited to get to continue to work and learn with you 
all in the future.

Mara Andrus
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Committee Reports
EARLY OHIO SETTLER’S 
GARDEN COMMITTEE

Many willing folks came to lay straw paths on May 
10. Just as the early pioneers had to improvise with 
limited resources, we did too! Since the irrigation 
system wasn’t working yet, we used water from the 
mud puddles as well as water hauled in buckets 
from the barn to wet our newspapers to lay under 
the layer of straw. Our mighty truckers (at least we 
didn’t need to use a horse and wagon) brought over 
the water for the straw as well. Some stellar souls 
also worked on weeds in the brick path, as well as 
cleaning out the “outhouse” for the year. Whew, we 
really accomplished a lot! With constant rain on our 
scheduled planting day, we rescheduled for Friday, 
May 21. The third Johnny Appleseed tree obtained by 
Jean Rickards, and with help from Mark Finnegan, is 
in the ground! By the time you read this, we hope the 
weather cooperated and the planting of garden plants 
and seeds from our 1850 time period is complete!

Co-chairs Kim Bachman, Judy Finnegan, Mark 
Finnegan, and Peggy Shank

Vicky Ross waits by the 
mud puddles used to wet 
newspepers for the straw 
paths.

Gloria Sparks takes a 
moment to read the news on 

straw path day.

SPGA JuBILEE COMMITTEE
The 2021 SPGA Jubilee is only two months away, 

and what a celebration it will be!  Pam announced 
at the May General Meeting that the Wingert Tossey 
Pavilion will be dedicated during this event on 
Saturday, August 7. 

The Clark County Master Gardener Program has 
much to show off in addition to the beautiful new 
pavilion, so we expect more people than ever to 
attend the event during the hours of 9 to 2.  Live 
music, food trucks, and vendors will add to the 
celebration as well as our beautiful gardens. And of 
course, we will have perfect weather that day.

Thanks to the volunteers who attended the first 
planning meeting on May 27.  Pertinent information 
from that meeting has been or will be communicated 
via email or posted on the VMS.  Our second 
planning meeting will be on Thursday, June 17, 
from 1 to 3 pm also in the pavilion.    

Volunteers who just want to work with setup on 
Friday and/or for the actual event on Saturday 
should stay tuned for opportunities to sign up for a 
specific task and hours for working.  Emails will be 
forthcoming from various subcommittee chairs or 
garden chairs so everyone can help out!  

Meanwhile, please ask your friends and family to 
save the date. 

Susan Smith and Rita Lane, Co-chairs 

Kim Bachman and Vicky Ross show 
how to wet straw paths “pioneer 
style.”
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PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
May began rather rainy and cold. Perennial 

Committee’s focus was on keeping the River of 
Daffodils Daylilies and Little Blue Stem grasses 
cleaned up. We also kept the Clubhouse area 
weeded. In addition, many of us pitched in with Plant 
Sell-A-Bration and other SPGA cleanup work days 
and Cultivar Trials planting. 

Coming very soon:  At this writing, we are still 
waiting for the “ALL HANDS ON DECK” shout to 
plant the Springfield Foundation Feature Garden.  
At that time we will call for community volunteers to 
help while we instruct and mentor these individuals or 
small groups. 

This is a win/win opportunity to educate, engage 
and encourage great people in our community who 
want to be a part of our wonderful Snyder Park 
Gardens and Arboretum. 

Kathy McConkey, Jerri Taylor,  
Fabenne Brandenburg

FAIR FLOWER SHOW  
COMMITTEE

Fair Flower Show Will Be Great!
Master Gardener Volunteers, you need to get your 

entry forms to fair office by June 30!
There will be entry blanks and the Flower Book 

Schedules at our OSU Extension office, if you don’t 
have a computer or a printer. If you need any help or 
have any questions, please call Jani (937-284-0553) 
or Marianne Ober (937-360-1624).

We need YOU to help set up , help with Kids 
Flower Designing, working by Silent Auction, or 
working by Project! This all counts for your Service 
Hours.

We will be Happy to sign you up, just a few hours at 
entry time or working during the week is Fun!

You will see all the people you haven’t seen for 
months and months!!

Fair will run July 23 through July 30!
Jani Malowney and Marianne Ober

VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE
Planting has been completed in the Victory Garden 

and the irrigation system ready to be turned on when 
it gets dry.  The garden plots are looking fantastic.  
Kudos to those MGVs who are managing the 
plots.  The plots are the first thing visible when one 
approaches the garden so it’s good to have a good 
impression.  Thanks to all who are participating.  Now 
the real work begins.   

Ed Wozniak

FAIR ENTRANCE FLOWER 
BEDS COMMITTEE

Fairgrounds flower bed is looking good.  We have 
our white flowers ordered.

This bed always looks good.

Susie Anderson

GARDEN OF EATIN’  
COMMITTEE

We had a very energetic work team in the garden 
on Friday, May 14.  I am very thankful to Kim 
Bachman, Susie and Steve Broidy, Janet Heater, 
Linda Himes, Lois O’Keefe, Jan O’Neil, Terry Reid, 
and Pam Thullen.  This group got all the plants in the 
ground and some of the seeds sown.  

Thanks to Dennis the water to the garden was 
turned on and the lines are ready for use.  Mike 
Enright came by and got the sprinklers setup and 
operating so hopefully the plants are safe from the 
critters.

The Garden 
of Eatin’ (GoE) 
workdays will be 
Friday mornings.  
We usually start 
at 9, but as the 
weather gets 
warmer, some 
choose to start 
earlier.  Please 
come join us and 
help the garden 
shine!

Teresa Magill

“Like us, Master Gardener 
posts, on Facebook so all your 
Facebook friends can spread 
the wonderful and beautiful 
things happening at SPGA.”
Thanks!
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FIELD TRIALS/GREENHOuSE 
COMMITTEE

The final weeks of work of the Mitchell Greenhouse 
Committee for 2021 have included lots of moving of 
many plants to SPGA.

Plants started from All American Selection seeds 
at the Mitchell Greenhouse were moved to SPGA on 
May 6th for hardening off for about two weeks before 
they were planted at SPGA in the Field Trial beds on 
May 19th.

Plugs from Sakata, Suntory, Dummen Orange, 
Ball and Proven Winners were grown at the Ohio 
State campus and moved on May 10th to SPGA for 
hardening off for about one week before they were 
also planted at SPGA in the Field Trial beds on May 
19th.

Cleaning of pots and trays will be the next activity 
in mid-August for the Mitchell Greenhouse/Field 
Trials Committee.  Actual dates will be added to the 
calendar in July and email reminders will be sent out 
requesting help too.

Thanks to all the MGVs for cleaning, seeding, 
transplanting, watering, moving tables and plants and 
supplies this year!
The Mitchell Greenhouse chairs, 
Theresa Gregory, Linda McCann, Rosalind Soles, 
and Karen Parsons

Tom Davidson raising plants for the 
bee garden

FuNDRAISING COMMITTEE
FuNDRAISE: Merriam-Webster dictionary states: 

The first known use of the word was in 1956.  “To 
engage in the organized activity of raising funds to 
support a cause.” This quote is the sole for Clark 
County Master Gardeners Fundraising Committee.  I 
know everyone needs to see that in print.

Thank you to everyone that helped at Mother 
Stewart’s 4/24 and The Garden and Plant-Sell-A-
Bration. Fundraising was the only non profit at Mother 
Stewart’s. They gave us a great spot, right by the 
entertainment. Yes, it was loud! Being a musician’s 
wife for over 32 years I expected that. There was a 
great turnout. The girls sold gloves, plants, tools and 
Carruth. They did $1,700 in sales. Thanks to Pam 
for ordering the plants.  On to the plant sale. The 
weather was gorgeous and we had lots of customers. 
Fundraising sales were $1,322. We had a raffle at 
both events. Judy Finnegan called Barbara, the 
woman that won the raffle at the plant sale. Judy said 
Barbara just laughed and laughed. Obviously, she 
was excited. She said “I spent $120 on tools at the 
sale.” Judy Finnegan took care of the Carruth sales. 
She shared at the General Meeting that Fundraising 
made $733. Thank you, Judy.

Kroger: February 1 - April 30 there were 18 families 
that purchased groceries. The donations from Kroger 
for the 3 months was $83.74. Thank you to all that 
participate in the rewards program.
Fundraising Chairperson, Fabenne Brandenburg

LANDSCAPE WITH NATuRE 
COMMITTEE

Pam Bennett approved the layout for the 
Landscape with Nature gardens at the end of April. 
By the time you read this, the research beds should 
be planted.  These beds are part of the ‘Cultivar 
and Straight Species Trial’. This trial compares 
native plants and native cultivars, and hopes to 
“demonstrate and rate plant attributes, observe 
pollinator visitation, and gather design ideas,” and 
ultimately help gardeners help pollinators by using 
more of these types of plants in their gardens. Other 
Ohio counties in this trial are: Franklin, Hamilton, 
Licking, Mahoning, Morrow, and Sandusky.  In the 
weeks to come we will request volunteers to observe 
and record activity in these beds.  Additionally, we will 
next set up a bee friendly garden, and begin planning 
for the other gardens in the Landscape with Nature 
area. Stay tuned!

Cochairs, Donna Meister, Jani Malowney, Susan 
Miller & Tom Davidson
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Gatherings about Gardens - 
A Garden Journal

Keeping a diary that records your 
successes, failures, and noteworthy 
events in the garden is a wonderful 
way to learn and grow as a gardener. 
You will find that if you begin a garden 
journal this season it will become a 
trusted and essential resource for your garden in 
coming years.

A garden journal is a written record of useful 
things that you will forget otherwise, frost dates, 
pest problems/solutions, and what you planted each 
season.  You may not believe it right now, but in the 
future you will forget what you planted this year, when 
the snow came down in May, how cold it was this 
May, and then, how hot!! And what about all the 17-
year cidadas?

Creating a garden journal is a simple way to ensure 
that you will have a lengthy record at your fingertips 
and can easily flip back to see what kind of peas you 
grew the year before last.  And a garden journal is not 
just a practical way to keep track of how your garden 
is growing, problems you might encounter and 
solutions you tried, it is also a way to actively remind 
ourselves of the joy that the garden brings us.

Tracking what makes you thankful about having a 
garden, whether it is the hearty vegetables on your 
plate, enjoying the beauty of flowers, the blissful 
feeling of sinking your hands into the dirt, sharing 
comradery of fellow MGVs at SPGA, or enjoying 
healthful food when the snow flies, forces you to slow 
down and think about the little things that make you 
happy and gain a better appreciation for those things. 
Recording your garden gratitude will also help you 
realize which aspects of the garden bring you the 
most joy so that you can prioritize those things as you 
plan your garden for the coming year.

HOW TO KEEP A GARDEN JOURNAL
Whether you choose to find a small, pocket-size 

spiral notebook, a bound book with water-proof 
pages, and whimsical stickers, or even compose 
online, find a style of journaling that works for you 
and one that you can continue from season to 
season.
Decide to do it and make yourself stick with it.

Sitting down regularly to write about your garden 
might feel like a pain at first, but if you just make 
yourself do it for a little while, it will soon become 
habit and you will be over the moon next year when 
you can look back at all of your helpful gardening 
notes for reference.

Plan how often and how much you want to 
write.
It doesn’t take a lot—just write a sentence or 

two at a time. You can do this once a day or 
once a week, whatever feels best for you.
Set aside a regular time to write in your 
garden journal.
Maybe try adding a few minutes of journaling 

to your bedtime routine as it is a relaxing activity that 
can help you wind down after a long day. Or if you’re 
an early riser, do your journaling in the quiet of the 
beginning of the day.
Jot down whatever feels noteworthy to you.

Some useful things to keep track of include first 
and last frost dates, what you planted and when, 
where you purchased seeds and plants, and which 
crops grew best. And which tasted best to you or 
your family.  Too much zucchini and not enough 
cukes? You or your family didn’t like the eggplant? 
Be sure to make a note of it. It’s also nice to record 
wildlife sightings, garden activities that made you 
the happiest, things you are grateful for, types of 
butterflies that visited your garden…anything that 
feels significant to you!
Have fun.
Once you get in the habit of keeping your garden 

journal, it will stop feeling like a chore and start to 
be a fun activity. Journaling of any kind can be a 
very effective form of self-care because it forces 
you to slow down, pay attention, and reflect. Happy 
gardening and journaling!

SUMMER
Quickly, Summer, safely gather

Every cherished bit of beauty
From each shortened day;

Examine each with tenderness
Before it’s put away.

Hold the magic of your mornings
Guard your heaven’s brilliant blue,

Lock the lazy haze of evening
Close against the warmth of you.

Pack each precious well-loved moment
Sprinkle it with sun sachet.

Safely, Summer, store them till
You gently shake them out next May.

~~Doris C. Brock

Till next time, Judy Finnegan
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everything. When it comes to perennials, I’m trying 
to stick with native species. However, every so often 
I crack like an egg and I want something different. 
That’s where native cultivars come in! I snagged two 
Sugar Buzz Grape Gumball Bee Balms (Mondarda 
didyma ‘Grape Gumball’)  at the sale. They are 
pollinator friendly but only reach 20 to 24 inches in 

height. I’m looking 
forward to their 
deep purple flowers 
and shorter size.

Last year, I 
purchased some 
Hairy Beardtongue 
(Penstamon 
hirsutus) from the 
Aullwood Audubon 
Native Plant sale. 
It has done very 
well in my yard.  
This year I picked 
up Husker Red 
Beardtongue 
(Penstemon 
digitalis ‘Red 

Husker’) at our Plant Sell-A-Bration. It has the 
loveliest purple-red leaves. I’m hoping it will pair 
nicely next to the white Canada anemone (Anemone 
canadensis) in my front porch bed.

I have more news regarding native cultivars. Clark 
County will be one of eight counties participating in 
Bee Lady Denise Ellsworth’s research project that 
compares native plants to native cultivars. These 
beds will be housed in the new (under construction) 
pollinator gardens, now officially known as the 
Landscape with Nature gardens. I hope by the 
time you read this the research beds have been 
planted and you can stop by SPGA and take a look!  
These beds, along with the other beds in the future 
Landscape with Nature gardens, hope to show our 
gardening friends how to include native plants and 
other pollinator friendly plants in the landscape. Was 
there ever a better time to be a gardener?

Happy Gardening! 
Susan Miller

Backyard News
Did you get to go to the Plant Sell-A-Bration? I hope 

so! It was full of wonderful plants and wonderful 
people! My hat is off to the MGVs who put this event 
together. Thank you so much!

I, along with Jean Rickards, worked the first shift 
at the gate as a counter. We counted people in to 
control the crowd size due to Covid. While we waited 
for the plant buyers to thin out, we chatted with 
those waiting in line. It was so fun! We asked people 
what brought them out or what they were looking 
for. Many people 
were interested 
in browsing. Very 
many people 
were interested 
in perennials and 
native plants.  We 
described the 
area layout and 
all the wonders 
that awaited them. 
What a fabulous 
selection of plants. 
Truly, there was 
something for 
everyone -  veggies, 
annuals, herbs, perennials, native plants, shade 
lovers – such a variety. I can’t wait until next year.

I left the event with several gems.  I bought a lovely 
Bandana Cherry Sunrise Lantana (Lantana camara), 
a beautiful mounding hybrid that stands up to heat 
and attracts my 
pollinator friends. I 
planted it in a bright 
blue pot on my 
deck. Gorgeous!

I also picked 
up a Tuscan 
Blue Rosemary 
(Rosmarinus 
officinalis ‘Tuscan 
Blue’). I can add 
it to my collection 
of purple spikey 
things, and I can 
eat it! Pollinators 
love it, and deer 
don’t, supposedly.

I think by now you know that I grow some of 

Bandana Cherry Sunrise 
Lantana. Photo from 
provenwinners.com.

Monarda dlidyma Grape 
Gumball Photo from Walters 
Gardens Inc.

Penstemon digitalis ‘Husker 
Red’  Photo courtesy NetPS 
Plant Finder.
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Over the Garden Gate

Laura Foley
Entered in the Community Beautification Competition 

in 1996 tour participants were impressed by the Foley 
landscape and asked Laura, Class of 2000, if she was a 
Master Gardener Volunteer.  She had to admit she wasn’t, 
but found herself always pursuing gardening learning 
opportunities.  She recalls one Gateway Gardens field trial 
event where extraordinarily friendly MGV’s talked with her 
(especially Denny Dalton) and she was soon convinced 
she, too, could become a MGV. 

Several years after completion of the class she served 
four years as chairman of the Shade Garden at Gateway. 
Finding it hard to select projects which are her favorites 
she does favor the Victory Garden and the Holiday Swag 
projects.  The impact both of these projects have on 
our community are gratifying to her. She marvels at the 
amount of produce provided free of charge via Second 
Harvest to local residents.  The joy of giving and receiving 
holiday door swags is very personal for Laura.  Having 
her own encounter with cancer she recounts the year she 
scheduled her workshop shift time at the Cancer Center 
around her own radiation treatment slot. 

Currently working 
on the Springfield 
Foundation Feature 
Garden Shrub Sub-
committee she has 
been challenged 
with the research 
and planning skills 
required and is 
excited to see the 
garden’s evolution. 
It has been an 
privilege for her to 
be on the ground floor helping realize the vision of SPGA. 

“My favorite part of being a MGV is meeting and working 
with people who have similar interests as mine and 
becoming friends with those who share camaraderie, pot 
luck dinners, field trips, tours, wine tasting events, and, of 
course, the work.  Life is so much better and sweeter when 
shared with friends.”

Claudia Fett
As a professional educator Claudia Fett, Class of 

2015, not only served in K-8 learning environments but 
also most recently worked as a Library Media Specialist 
at Ridgewood School launching their antiquated card 
catalogue into the digital age along with numerous other 
teaching and media related tasks.  Her zeal for working 
with children, doing research, and engaging in technology 
are reflected in other volunteer venues.  Over the years 
she has worked with Citizens for a Stronger Springfield, 
Bike Greater Springfield, South Fountain Preservation, 
Women’s Association of the Springfield Symphony 
Orchestra (WASSO) garden tour, Covenant Church Choir, 
Springfield Symphony Chorale, and a book group with 
former fellow Upper Arlington teachers. 

Working with Loretta Blazer in an “Adopt a Bed” for Field 
Trials this past summer rekindled her thirst for getting back 
to the basics of gardening.  She encourages a new MGV 
to find one area of passion and surround yourself with the 
people engaged in that area.  She relates, “There is so 
much to learn from other individuals who have different 
passions and different backgrounds.”

Working with the Annuals Sub-committee of the 
Springfield Foundation Feature Gardens planning team 
also helped her 
realize it is time 
to begin pursuing 
her passions more 
fully.  Even though 
all meetings were 
held virtually she 
appreciated the 
opportunity to get 
to know MGVs she 
had not served 
with before. The 
fundraising and 
perennial committee 
activities are also on her calendar. 

Following the expert guidance of Pam Bennett during 
the virtual Perennial Chat 101, Claudia has begun bubble 
mapping and graphing her landscape beds recording 
bloom times throughout the year.  She has seen the 
benefit in using this technique to produce lasting interest 
no matter what the season.

What did she miss most due to the COVID restrictions? 
The tool sharpening workshop!  Even though she has 
learned the techniques for sharpening tools on her own, 
there is a special camaraderie and fellowship that occurs 
during this annual event that was greatly missed. 

by Wendy May
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another great MGV opportunity for all interested to 
help with installation and planting.
SPGA Site Development:

Excavation for the concrete pad immediately west 
of the Clubhouse is complete and the monumental 
gravel pile is distributed, levelled and compacted, 
ready for the concrete.  I have identified a close and 
functional site to receive the monumental piles of 
soil already generated and more to come.  As you 
may recall, the plan for this area is to “relocate” the 
Field Trials forward or east toward the WT Pavilion 
and spanning what is now a gully, remaining from 
the days of the golf course.  Careful estimation 
of the volume of the gully and the volume of the 
current piles and then estimation of the volume of the 
excavation for additional walks going in this season 
should work out well.  Wow!  Horticultural application 
of MATH!  Temperature and wet weather have 
delayed progress but I am in communication with the 
contractor.  I think we will see rapid progress soon, 
hopefully not at the same time we are planting the SF 
Feature Garden!
Entrance Garden:

Plans are still underway with no further 
developments at this point.  I met with a sub-group of 
the MGV Entrance Garden Committee and reviewed 
responses to the initial conceptual presentation.  
Relative to that, there is a meeting scheduled for 
late May to review and discuss their concerns and 
suggestions.  It is always a great idea to review all 
inputs and proceed accordingly.  
SPGA Barn Fenced Area:

As you all remember, a group of MGV and some 
“Spousal Units” volunteered in April, helping relocate 
the outside benches from the Mitchell Greenhouse 
to the Barn site – arranged through Connie Mitchell.  
These benches have proven invaluable for multiple 
activities already; previously identified use of the 
space for hardening off field trial plants and receiving 
Feature Garden plants as well as housing the Plant-
Sell-A-Bration.

Plant-Sell-A-Bration plants were received, 
arranged, and sold out surprisingly quickly!  Great 
Job!  Field Trial plants from Mitchell greenhouse 
were moved successfully to the site.  Field Trial 
plants from OSU Columbus greenhouse were moved 
successfully via “MGV caravan” Monday 5/10, with 
creative use and stacking of lots and lots of those 
plastic crates!  All plants for these various activities 
were arranged, rearranged, and then covered to 
protect from forecast frost events.  This was yet 

another saga of well organized and yet spontaneous, 
cooperative and coordinated MGV activity.  Great job 
team!!!
Volunteer Events:

Pints and Plants at Mother Stewarts was a great 
success.  There were many MGVs present and 
many succulents sold!  Almost as a great warm 
up fundraising activity for the rapidly approaching 
Garden and Plant-Sell-A-Bration.  Community 
Volunteer Day arrived 4/29, the Friday before the 
Garden Plant-Sell-A-Bration and brought 40 plus 
community volunteers from several different groups:  
FFA Students, Springfield City government offices, 
Habitat, and others.  We had a very productive day 
of bench moving, Field Trials clean-up, Garden of 
Eatin’ weeding and mulching of the perimeter beds, 
Hydrangea Bed west weeding and clean-up, and 
River of Daffodils bed dead heading.  All with the very 
competent leadership of you, our very own MGVs.  
Did I mention this was the day before the BIG Garden 
Plant-Sell-A-Bration?!

And then, Garden Clean-up Day, Wednesday 5/05 
finished clean-up of the previous hydrangea bed, 
clean-up of the other Hydrangea Bed, and a good 
pass through of the perimeter bed of the Early Ohio 
Settler’s Garden.  Wow!  You are all so amazing!
Field Trials:
Only the All America selections were grown at 
the Mitchell Greenhouse this year,  but included 
container field trials as well – new this year.  The 
remainder of Field Trial plants were grown at OSU 
Columbus greenhouses.  FFA students arrived for 
Community Service Volunteer Day (see above) 
the Friday before the Plant Sale and cleared the 
weeds and debris from the site, turning a wild weed 
prairie into a much needed “moonscape” to facilitate 
further preparation.  And that arrived with Dennis 
working on the first tilling 5/12, prepping for planting 
the next week.  That Monday arrived with a plan to 
layout the site, marking the planting holes for all the 
plants for installation the next day.  Well,  a day of 
significant rain cancelled those plans and moved 
everything one day later.  Not to worry, Tuesday was 
a productive and dry day, and all was ready for a 
planting army to arrive and get 200 plus (++) varieties 
(times 6 plants) carefully and correctly planted.  I 
continue to be amazed how you all come together 
so quickly and proceed with common goal and 
“group mind” to complete the seemingly impossible.                           
Great job TEAM!!!
Thank you ALL for letting me be a part of it!
---Rich---

Rich’s Remarks  cont. from pg.3
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RICH’S REMINDERS:
As we “grow” into a new and dynamic season I 

have a few additional thoughts and requests.
Watering:

Committee chairs and/or co-chairs of gardens 
requiring regular watering, please contact and 
work with Rich and Dennis to develop a functional 
schedule for irrigating your garden areas.  At 
this writing, relying on our irrigation supply we 
have:  Field Trials - full sun, shade, container, 
and perennial; Victory Garden; Early Ohio 
Settler’s Garden; Garden of Eatin’; Children’s 
Garden; Peony Bed; 2 Hydrangea Beds; one 
year old Smoketree Bed; one year old Fallen Log 
Bed; one year old Butterfly Bush Bed.  Coming 
on-line very soon this month is the Springfield 
Foundation Feature Garden.  Always a big 
proponent of planning ahead and good friends 
with Justin Case, I feel it is imperative we work 
out a relative schedule of days of the week as 
well as time of day.
Personal Health:

At this writing, we are in the middle of our first 
prolonged and unseasonably high temperature 
period.  It is very important for ALL of us to take 
our own personal health quite seriously AND 
to keep an eye out for each other.  Hydration is 
very important.  Heat stress can compound other 
conditions.  Please take this seriously individually 
and regarding everyone working with and around 
us.
Field Trials:

I will send out soon, probably before you 
receive this issue, a request for sign up for 
season long maintenance of our expanded Field 
Trials this year: full sun, shade, container, and 
perennial.  Last year was very successful with 
teams of multiple MGV forming to take care of 
one or more beds.  I will send a request for sign-
up and will try to accommodate all.
VMS “Stuff”:
•	 Please continue to manually record your 

hours and activities.  Bugs are still being 
worked out in the new system, but training 
and access are coming.

•	 I figured out how to extract your emails from 
the VMS system and early reports are good.  
If you are aware of any of your cohorts who 
still do not receive my emails, please let me 
know and I will try Plan B, C, D, E, etc. until 
we figure it out.

FUNDRAISING REMINDERS

If you haven’t already done so, please sign up to 
contribute to Clark County Master Gardeners with 
Kroger’s Community program. AND, using Amazon 
Smile, choose to contribute to Clark County Master 
Gardeners. Every little bit helps, it’s an EASY way 
to earn money, and it only takes minutes to sign 
up for these programs! The funds are donated by 
these two companies, and do not cost us a thing! 
Thanks, 
Judy Finnegan

Additional Notes from Pam
Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum Committee

There will be a meeting at the SPGA Clubhouse 
on Thursday, June 17, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.  All 
garden committee chairs must attend, if you can’t, 
please send a representative with your report.  The 
agenda will consist of updates on everything that 
is happening at this time, including programs each 
garden Committee are planning. We will also have 
an update on signs, donations acceptance policy, 
and future plans.  All who are interested in the overall 
SPGA planning efforts should attend.  See you there!  
VMS to Hands on Connect Transition

Hang in there – at least that’s what I am trying to 
do.  This new system will be great once we launch 
it.  However, there is a sharp learning curve for 
those of us who are administrators.  Therefore, I am 
pausing the launch until we have a better handle on 
this.  I want the volunteer experience to be a great 
one when you all start using it.  We aren’t there right 
now.  Just keep track of your hours on a spreadsheet, 
piece of paper, or a piece of toilet paper (one of our 
MGVs did this years ago!).  We will eventually get 
your hours entered.  Thanks for your patience and 
flexibility.  
Pam

Peony bed at SPGA
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FFA studens cleaning weeds and debris out of the 
Trial Beds.

Jean Rickards and Joyce Studebaker are 
gatekeepers to the Early Ohio Settlers Garden.

Natheta Mercer and Loretta Blazer preping the plants 
for the Plant and Garden Sell-A-Bration.

Loretta Blazer helping to move plants from OSU 
Columbus greenhouses to SUVs to bring to SPGA.

Pictures from the Gardens.
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Theresa Gregory, Karen Titone, and Marilyn 
Hinderer loading plants into SUV’s at OSU Columbus 
greenhouses.

Drew Titone, Karen Titone and Dennis Latimer 
position the layout board while Aleacia Laird looks on.

Jane Scogstrom and Wendy May preping the plant ID 
signs for the Trial Beds.

OSU Columbus Greenhouses with many, many 
plants for SPGA and OSU Trial Beds.

Dennis Latimer, Shonil Datta and Drew Titone on to 
another set of planting holes.

Greenhouse co-chairs Rosalind Soles, Theresa 
Gregory, Linda McCann and Karen Parsons making 
sure plants are ready to go out to the Trial Beds.

More Pictures from the Gardens.

A big thank you to Karen Parsons, Rich Pearson and Peggy Shank for all of the uncredited photos throughout the Blades 
and Blooms.
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Peony beds at Snyder Park Gardens and 
Arboretum. Close up picture from Wendy May.

Don’t forget about 
our June 2nd  

Garden Clean Up  
at SPGA 

9:00 to NOON


