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     Thanksgiving is a few days away, and then we will get into
all the holidays.  Traveling, shopping, eating, and repeat!
Sounds just like something MGV's would do every month of
the year.
     Every time I pull my car into the garage, I see those tulip
bulbs that I bought and somehow still believe that I will find the
time to get them into the ground.  I know that if I look, I will
find those seeds I meant to plant last spring, but, "next year" is
almost here, and I’ll start over again. My guess is that a lot of
MGV's have the same things in their garages.
     I promised more of my "grateful" list, so here goes. There is
the Enon  branch of the MGV's.  What a wonderful group.  A
special thanks to my car pooling buddy, Fred Rufener.  He and I
have had some interesting discussions on our trips to and from
OSU Extension.  Fred, thank you for your history, and thank you
for your wisdom. Jean Rickards taught me about "wearing bling"
and all things Early Ohio.  Thanks, Jean.  Susie Anderson in-
cluded me in all the activities during my intern year, and I will
always thank her for showing me the way.  Carol Hanusik was
my mentor, and now I’m proud to call her a friend.  Becky Miller-
-we interned together, and I like to remind her that I was a "Becky
Miller" before I became a Becky Menozzi.

Mark Your Calendar!

December

1st 10-12  OSUE Staff Office Conf.
1-4 GLG Planning

4th 9-4 Springfield Cancer Ctr.
6:30-7:30Speaker Series
Swisher Hill Herbs-Charlene Stapleton

10th 1-3 Herb Committee
12th 10-12 Board of Trustees

12-1 Holiday Pot Luck
1-3 Committee Chairs

15th 1-4 GLG Planning
16th Hanukkah
20th B&B Articles Due
24th Christmas Eve Office Closed
25th Christmas Day Office Closed
31st Recertification and Hours Due

BBBBBlades and lades and lades and lades and lades and BBBBBloomsloomsloomsloomsloomsBBBBBlades and lades and lades and lades and lades and BBBBBloomsloomsloomsloomslooms

      I feel grateful to have each MGV in my life and could
continue naming each of you as someone who has touched
my life, and  with whom I have shared a laugh, a tear, and a
hug. Thanks!
     2015 will be a challenging year for a lot of reasons.  We
will say "Good-bye" to gardens on Gateway Blvd. and find
our trowels and weeders in a different soil, but the friends we
have made will always be next to us in whatever projects we
choose.  Please remember to go into the VMS and sign up
for the projects.  Do not forget to enter your hours. I can see
Carolyn’s email now telling us to "git her done."
     Happy New Year to all the Committee Chairs.  You have
worked tirelessly and it shows.  Leave some time during the
holidays for planning for next year.
     Congratulations to Tom Davidson, President-Elect for 2015,
and Madge Morris, Secretary for 2015.  It will be a pleasure
to work with you on the Board of Trustees representing all of
the MGV's.  Phil Young will be taking the "baton"  and along
with George Simon will see us through all the challenges of
2015.  Many thanks to all the Board of Trustees for all the
work they do all the time for the MGV's.What a great team
we have!
     My thanks and gratitude go to each of you for the privi-
lege of being your President.
     So, Happy Hanukkah, the Merriest of Christmas, have a
good Kwanza, and a joyful Happy New Year.

Becky Menozzi, President



Pam’s Posies
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Jo's Notes:
Thought and Prayers
Dorothy Gordon’s mother passed away November 1st.
Dorothy’s address is 590 Willow Road, Springfield, OH
45502.

Ron Kurth had surgery on Achilles tendon on November
18th.  Ron’s address is 3038 Rocky Point Road,
Springfield, OH 45502.

New Address
Dan Barksdale's new address is 1851 Golfview Drive,
Springfield, OH 45502.

Please keep Dan and his wife, Sally, in your thoughts and
prayers for her recovery from her fall and back surgery.

I wish all of you Happy Holidays!

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteeer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension

LIBRARY UPDATE

Our new and improved Master Gardener Library,
courtesy of OSU Extension, Horticulture, is really
fabulous!  Please feel free to take advantage of this
wonderful resource.  We now have some room to
grow a bit!  The variety of garden topics is truly
amazing!  CHECK IT OUT!  (The library & the
books!)

As you may know, our library has found a new home
on rolling shelves.  It is wonderful!!!  It is located in
the Helpline/Kathy’s office.  Soon the newly ordered
shelf labels will arrive, making books easier to find.
We have a simple system to facilitate and encourage
the use of our library books.  To review: whenever a
book is borrowed, simply make a copy of the library
label on the binding of the book cover.  You can
copy several books on one sheet.  Ask for help the
first time or two.  Any of us will be glad to assist.
Write your name and the date on the front of the
copy.

NEW: On the bottom shelf of the A/B section, you
will find a white plastic container marked “LIBRARY
BOOK RETURNS HERE” as well as a green
pocket file marked “Books on Loan.”  The file is
where you put your copy of the borrowed book(s).
When returning a book, place the book in the white
container and pull your copy from the file and pitch it
into the blue recycle bin near Kathy’s desk.
If you need help with any of this, just ask one of the
support staff, who will be glad to assist.
Time to curl up with a good book!

Kathy McConkey

Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

 I want to take this time to thank each and every one of
your for your support of Ohio State University Extension
and the Master Gardener Volunteer program.  I truly
appreciate all that you do to make this community a better
place.  You make my job so enjoyable.  I hope that you
and your family have a wonderful holiday season.  Thank
you for all you do.

Pam
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Carolyn's
 Corner

The four (4) Initiatives of
Ohio Master Gardeners

1.  Backyard and Local Foods
Projects in this category focus on community
gardens, local food councils/policies of urban
agriculture/farms, and teaching and demonstra-
tions of growing vegetables.

2.  Environmental Horticulture
Projects in this category concentrate on a
wide variety of programs on storm water
management such as Rain Gardens, good

               plant selection practices, and demonstration
gardens and more.

3.  Invasive Species
Projects involve  teaching about the potential
damage that invasive species might cause to the
environment and managing/eradicating invasive
species.

4.  Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
Projects in this category plan and implement
training and teaching about IPM techniques in the
garden and landscape to the public and to
volunteers.

Record Your Hours for 2014
Volunteers, it is time to finish putting your hours into the
VMS system.  Add your volunteer hours and your
continuing education hours.  Those of you without
computers, bring me your list of hours by December 10th

and I will record them for you.  All hours have to be
entered by December 31 because the State MG will be
running sorts for their records.  We will be compiling our
lists of volunteers who have reached milestones in total
hour figures for the Recognition Banquet to be held in
February, and we do not want to miss anyone.

Working on Committees
When you are on the VMS, check what committees you
have signed up to join.  You can check on this by clicking
on "Projects" under "General Information."  The first
group of projects is one where you currently are an active
member.    If you want to remain on this committee, check
and make sure your listed; if so do nothing.  If you wish to
not be a member of this committee, click Unvolunteer
Me at the bottom of this project page.  If you want to
volunteer for a committee you do not currently work on,
click Volunteer Me at the bottom of this page.

Paying Dues and Recertifying
By December 31, the treasurer, George Simon II, should
have received your dues for the 2015 year.    The dues are
$35 payable to Master Gardeners of Clark County.  Send
your payment to PO Box 158, Springfield, OH 45501.
George will keep me informed of payments he has re-
ceived.  Before you send your dues, you will be doing
your recertification on the VMS.  When you get on the
VMS home page and see a large banner across the top
that says "Time to Recertify," then you should do it.  There
will be 3 parts to the process.  Read each section, and, if
you agree, click the appropriate answer at the bottom of
the page.  When you have done all 3, you need to click
submit.  I will have more detailed information as we get
closer to the start date.  If you will not be recertifying,
please notify me.  If you need to go inactive, please notify
me.

Committee Chairs Meeting
On Friday, December 12th, all committee chairs will meet
in the large conference room at 12 noon.  We will begin
with a pot luck luncheon along with the Board of Trustees
meeting.  Bring any dish you would like.

After lunch, we will discuss some current issues that
committee chairs should know.  Also, we will go over the
forms that you will need to fill out at the end of the year
and forms for reimbursements.

We will also have a discussion on working with our
committee members.  Hope you pick up some ideas.
I will be out of the office from December  9-11th; if you
have questions, contact  Jo Brown.

Hope to see you all on December 12th.

Happy Holiday
MGVs!!!
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UTZINGER GARDENSUTZINGER GARDENSUTZINGER GARDENSUTZINGER GARDENSUTZINGER GARDENS

PERENNIAL COMMITTEEPERENNIAL COMMITTEEPERENNIAL COMMITTEEPERENNIAL COMMITTEEPERENNIAL COMMITTEE

GREENHOUSEGREENHOUSEGREENHOUSEGREENHOUSEGREENHOUSE

If you are interested in being a greenhouse volunteer,
check the November "Blades and Bloom" for details. As a
reminder, December 5th is the cut-off to add your name to
the list of volunteers. We will then determine how many
days each person will be able to sign up to work during
the months of February through May with more details
sent via email on that process. If you do not use the VMS
or email, please contact Wendy May directly (937) 561-
1191.
Mark your calendars
Tuesday, January 27, 9-12 noon: Greenhouse training,
OSU Extension large conference room—required for all
working in greenhouse.
Tuesday, February 3, 9-12 noon: Greenhouse cleanup at
Mitchell Site—bring rags, gloves, garden and hand rakes,
scrub brushes, knee pads, buckets.

Linda McCann and Wendy May—Co-chairs

HERB COMMITTEEHERB COMMITTEEHERB COMMITTEEHERB COMMITTEEHERB COMMITTEE

The Herb Committee will be having a meeting December
10 at 1:00 pm in the small conference room.  We will be
discussing some of our activities for next year and request-
ing some of your herbal recipes for a
new activity.  Any intern interested is
also invited.

Ruth Ann Rahim and
Cindy Schneider

April is only a few months away.  Be sure to sign up early
for Helpline, so that you get the dates you want to volun-
teer.
Remember:

Q: How come you never hear anything about the
10th reindeer "Olive" ?
A: Yeah, you know, "Olive the other reindeer, used
to laugh and call him names.”

Rick McKinstry and Ed Wichael

Perennial Committee members have made labels from
wood shims for mixed perennial beds A, B & C.  Shade
Beds are next on our list of “things to do.”  We have
flagged plants we want to transport to Snyder Park.  The
remainder will be labeled for sale at the Perennial Plant
and Barn Sale.  It will be a busy early spring!!!
Watch the VMS for spontaneous work days since winter
has decided to arrive early.  Perennial Committee meetings
are scheduled for January and March, from 4:45-5:45 in
the small conference room.  These are right before Gen-
eral Meeting.  These will be planning meetings.

Kathy McConkey & Dot Burkholder

Not much going on at Utzinger  this time of year. I did get
some good news about the benches in the garden that are
getting in pretty bad shape. I noticed some others on the
grounds that looked pretty similar.  It turns out that the
crew at FSR made them about 20 yrs. ago as a winter
project. They will replace them for us, plus make a couple
extras that we had requested.  I'm glad to get these
replaced because they were getting too flimsy to use in at
least a couple of cases. They are also going to redo the
original Utzinger Garden wooden sign which is getting
pretty weathered.  I think if it is salvageable maybe we
could take it down at the end of the season and place it in
the garden, somewhere that is not a southern exposure
with the sun baking it all day, every day.  It would be nice
if we could save it since it is somewhat historic.

Hope you all had a nice Thanksgiving and wishing you and
yours a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Phil Young, Chairman and the Utzinger Committee
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History Corner
     There are many symbols of the Christmas Season and
here are just a few: candy canes, wreaths for the door,
holly, mistletoe, everygreens and poinsettias.  These
lovely poinsettias are native to Central America espe-
cially an area of southern Mexico known as "Taxco del
Alarcon" where they flower during the winter.  The
ancient Aztecs called them "cuetlaxochitl".  The Aztecs
had many uses for them including using the flowers
(actually special types of leaves known as bracts rather
than being flowers) to make a purple dye for clothes
and cosmetics and the milky white sap was made into a
medicine to treat fevers. (Today we call the sap latex!)

     The poinsetta was made widely known because of a
man called Joel Roberts Poinsett (That's why we call them
Poinsettia!).  He was the first Ambassador from the USA
to Mexico in 1825.  Poinsett had some greenhouses on his
plantations in South Carolina,  and while visiting the Taco
area in 1828, he became interested in the  plants.  He sent
them back to South Carolina and began to grow them and
sent some to friends and botanical gardens.  His friends
John Barroon of Philadelphia and Robert Buist of Pennsyl-
vania helped to advertise them more widely.  Buist was the
first to sell the plant under its botanical or Latin name,
"Euphorbia pulcherrina"(It means "the most beautiful
Euphorbia").

     They became known as Poinsettia in the mid 1830's
when people found out who had first brought them to
America from Mexico.  The Poinsetta is also the national
emblem of Madagascar.  There is even a Mexican Legend
associated with the flower recited at Christmas for the
children.  Throughout the ages man has told stories
associated with the symbols of Christmas that are part of
nature.
Betty J. Grimes, Historian
Research: Avast
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When I was growing up, the economic times were much
different than now.  I was born at the tail end of the depres-
sion, and I started first grade in 1941.  World War II started in
December.  I remember sugar was rationed and so was gas.
Lord help you if you needed new tires for your car or farm
equipment.  When the air raid sirens went off, you turned off
the lights, lowered the blinds at the windows and sat with only
a small candle for light until the "all clear" sounded.

In 1946, the war had ended and things were better. That year I
decided I wanted a bike for Christmas.  I really, really wanted
a bike.  I grew up on a farm and learned early on that some
years were better financially than others.  I don't remember if
the crops were good that year or not.  I do remember telling
my dad how much I wanted a bike, but I wasn't sure if we
could afford one.  In those days, kids didn't seriously think
about Christmas gifts until after Thanksgiving.  I probably
pestered my parents quite a bit.

In our family, the tradition was to open our gifts on Christmas
Eve.  We had a simple meal and always had oyster stew.  I
tried to carry on this tradition with my family, but my kids
rebelled.  After eating, my parents, brother, aunt, uncle, and
grandfather adjourned to the living room to open gifts.  My
brother, Jim, and I could hardly wait to open the gifts.

Finally, the great moment arrived and we eagerly opened our
gifts.  I received some books (I always wanted books) and
other small gifts.  After all the gifts were opened, I noticed that
my parents had not given me a gift.  Jim had a gift from them,
but I had nothing.  Did they forget about me?  Did they run out
of money?  I was puzzled to say the least.

My dad got up from his chair and announced it was about time
to put out the really good chocolate candies which always
happened after all gifts were opened.  He also said it was a
little warm in the room and opened the front door.  I looked up
and saw him wheel in a bike for me.  All the relatives said my
eyes got big as saucers when I saw that bike.  They didn't
forget me!  I don't think a Christmas goes by without remem-
bering getting that bike.

Sadly many children will not have a happy Christmas or even
have much food to eat.  I'd like to suggest giving food, money,
toys, etc. to someone in need.  I've been doing this for many
years now.  I like to give anonymously, especially if I give to
someone in need at my church.  I don't want them to feel
beholden to me.  After I do , this I say to myself, "Now it's
Christmas.."

Blessing to all of you at Christmas and in the coming year.

Dot Burkholder

Christmas ReflectionsChristmas ReflectionsChristmas ReflectionsChristmas ReflectionsChristmas Reflections

I’ve been writing these articles for a number of years.  You
may have noticed that in December I will vary from my usual
articles and write about something with a Christmas theme
such as plants or decorations of the season.  This year, I had
trouble coming up with a new idea so I decided to do some-
thing really different.  Thus follows the story of my best
Christmas as a kid.



     Happy Birthday to...Happy Birthday to...Happy Birthday to...Happy Birthday to...Happy Birthday to...

1st1st1st1st1st Karen DuncanKaren DuncanKaren DuncanKaren DuncanKaren Duncan
1st1st1st1st1st Patricia Emery-SullivanPatricia Emery-SullivanPatricia Emery-SullivanPatricia Emery-SullivanPatricia Emery-Sullivan
6th6th6th6th6th Deborah DorseyDeborah DorseyDeborah DorseyDeborah DorseyDeborah Dorsey
11th11th11th11th11th Loretta BlazerLoretta BlazerLoretta BlazerLoretta BlazerLoretta Blazer
13th13th13th13th13th Claudia FettClaudia FettClaudia FettClaudia FettClaudia Fett
14th14th14th14th14th Judy WesselJudy WesselJudy WesselJudy WesselJudy Wessel
15th15th15th15th15th Gloria SparksGloria SparksGloria SparksGloria SparksGloria Sparks
18th18th18th18th18th William QueenWilliam QueenWilliam QueenWilliam QueenWilliam Queen
24th24th24th24th24th Pam BennettPam BennettPam BennettPam BennettPam Bennett
24th24th24th24th24th Cindy GooteeCindy GooteeCindy GooteeCindy GooteeCindy Gootee
25th25th25th25th25th John EichelbergerJohn EichelbergerJohn EichelbergerJohn EichelbergerJohn Eichelberger

HELP  NEEDED AGAIN!!!!!!!

Making door swags at the Springfield Cancer Center
Dec. 4th.

We need  lots of greenery donated, pine, spruce, holly,
arborvitae, etc.  Take donations to the barn on Gateway
just inside the garage door, or call  me and I will pick up
or take to cancer center on the morning of the 4th.

On Dec 2nd at 12:30, we will  cut greens  at Hrinko’s old
tree farm (go Rt 41 past mall, past filling station garden
center, & turn left on Ballentine Pk; farm is on left side of
road.

On Dec 4th, help is needed to make door swags  at the
Cancer Center. We will be working 2 shifts this year:  9
A.M. to  12 P.M. and 1 P.M. to  4 P.M.  Please let me
know which shift you want to work.  Those who have
already  told me they will work, please let me know which
shift you want.   This activity is very enjoyable to do – no
experience necessary!  Plus, if you still need hours  for this
year, it's a good opportunity.  Thank you .

Natheta Mercer:
937-325-5202 or e-mail emnm1960@att.net

I Heard a Bird Sing

I heard a bird sing
In the dark of December
A magical thing
And sweet to remember.

'We are nearer to Spring
Than we were in September,'
I heard a bird sing
In the dark of December.

-   Oliver Herford,
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Pumpkin Pie Dessert

A creamy pumpkin pie filling
crowned with a crunchy topping
makes this a dessert to remember.

18 Servings 9 Servings

29 oz can      pumpkin 15 oz can
1 cup     sugar 1/2 cup
1 tsp     cinnamon 1/2 tsp
1/2 tsp    salt 1/4 tsp
1/2 tsp     nutmeg 1/4 tsp
1/2 tsp    ginger 1/4 tsp
4    eggs 2
12 oz (1 1/2 cup)   evaporated milk 5 oz

(2/3 Cup)
pkg 2-layer size    yellow cake mix 1-layer  size
1 cup    chopped nuts 1/2 cup
3/4 cup    butter/margarine 1/3 cup

  whipped topping

1.  Grease a 13 x 9 baking pan, set aside.  In a large
bowl, combine the pumpkin, sugar, cinnamon, salt, nut-
meg, ginger, and eggs.  Beat lightlywith spoon, just until
mixture is combined.  Gradually stir in evaporated milk;
mix well.  Pour into prepared pan.  Sprinkle dry cake mix
evenly over pumpkin mixture; sprinkle with nuts.  Drizzle
with melted butter.

2.  Bake in 350 degree oven about 50 minutes or until
edges are firm and top is golden.  Cool in pan on wire
rack.  Cover and chill at least 2 hours before serving.  If
desired, serve with whipped topping. Store in refrigerator.
For 9 servings:  Prepare as above, except pour into a
greased 8 x 8 x 2 baking pan and bake about 40 minutes
or until edges are firm and top is golden.

Submitted by Natheta Mercer

The Foolish Fir Tree

Then he sighed and groaned; but his voice was weak
He was so ashamed that he could not speak.
He knew at last that he had been a fool,
To think of breaking the forest rule,
And choosing a dress himself to please,
Because he envied the other trees.
But it couldn't be helped, it was now too late,
He must make up his mind to a leafless fate!
So he let himself sink in a slumber deep,
But he moaned and he tossed in his troubled sleep,
Till the morning touched him with joyful beam,
And he woke to find it was all a dream.
For there in his evergreen dress he stood,
A pointed fir in the midst of the wood!
His branches were sweet with the balsam smell,
His needles were green when the white snow fell.
And always contented and happy was he,
The very best kind of a Christmas tree.

-   Henry Van Dyke -
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Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH  45505

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension Office, 3130 East Main
Street, Springfield, OH 45505, 937-521-3860.  The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.

Ohio State University Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all research and related educational programs are available to clientele on a
nondiscriminatory basis without regard to age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin,
race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status. This statement is in accordance with United States Civil Rights Laws and the USDA.
Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice President for Agricultural Administration; Associate Dean, College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences; Director, Ohio State
University Extension; and Gist Chair in Extension Education and Leadership.
For Deaf and Hard of Hearing, please contact Clark County Extension using your preferred communication (e-mail, relay services, or video relay services). Phone 1-800-
750-0750 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. EST Monday through Friday. Inform the operator to dial 937-521-3860.

Happy Holidays!!


