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Presidents Message:Presidents Message:
January 2014! Time for resolutions, new beginnings, 

cold & snowy days and the best part of January is always 
the arrival of all the new Seed Catalogs in the mail.  

All the committees will be gearing up for the coming 
year. Please take the time to review your list of 
committees and updated them on the VMS.

Ed Wozniak and Frank Demma are planning for the 
Garden Fling April 5, 2014.  Kathy McConkey and Dot 
Burkholder will have a Perennial Committee meeting 
Wednesday January 8, 2014.  Check the calendar on the 
VMS for committee meetings dates and times. 

The offi ce is gearing up for the new class, which begins 
on Wednesday February 5.  All MGVs are invited to 
attend the classes and it is an easy way to obtain CEs.  
Remember we now need 10 hours each year. Please come 
and meet the Interns and make them feel welcomed. We 
will be extending a helping hand and including them in 
our projects to ensure that our numbers will be increasing 
our ‘workforce’ in the future.

The future?  As of this writing there is still no defi nite 
decision made as to the timing of the move.  The ‘plan’ 
as of now remains the same, Springview. Please come to 
the General Meetings, read the Blades & Blooms, contact 
any of your Board of Trustees members and call the offi ce 
for any questions you may have.  We may not have an 
immediate answer, but we will try to get one for you.  

I would like to extend my thanks to Ron Kurth for his 
leadership during 2013.  His continued membership to the 
Board of Trustees will be insightful.

As we move forward, contemplating new possibilities, 
sometimes reinventing ourselves, sometimes dreaming 
big, but sharing a laugh or two, I wish joy, health and 
continued friendships for you and your families.

Becky Menozzi, President

Mark Your Calendar!

1 New Year’s Day-Offi ce Closed
2 1-3  Knitting 

6 10-12 Staff Offi ce Conference
 1-3 Garden Fling 
8 5-6 Perennial Committee
 6     Social
 6:30  General Meeting
9 1-3  Knitting
16 1-3  Knitting

20 Blades & Blooms articles due
 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 Offi ce Closed
23 1-3  Knitting
30 MGV Mentor Training
 1-3 Knitting

January

4thth Jody Frisby Jody Frisby
8thth Diane Catenacci Diane Catenacci
8thth Pam Thullen Pam Thullen
9thth Joan McLean Joan McLean
1616thth Susan Kogler Susan Kogler
2525thth Nancy Vanderglas Nancy Vanderglas
2626thth Fabenne Brandenburg Fabenne Brandenburg
2626thth Edie Cox Edie Cox
2626th th Fred MillerFred Miller
2626th  th  Lola WalstonLola Walston
3131th th Gene CliftonGene Clifton



Dear Master Gardener Volunteers;

Many of you may not 
remember the fi rst day of your 
volunteer training and your 
orientation to OSU Extension.  
Here is a little refresher.  

The Cooperative Extension 
Service was started in 1914 as a result of the Smith-
Lever Act.  This act provided federal funding to 
land grant universities (OSU) in order to develop 
cooperative extension services that would inform 
people about agriculture, home economics and 4-H.  

Fast forward many years to 1974 when Dr. 
David Gibby of Washington State University was 
overwhelmed with the number of home gardening 
questions coming into his Extension offi ce.  Gibby 
came up with a program that trained volunteers in 
horticulture practices in order to help Extension meet 
the needs of the public.  The MGV program was born 
and volunteers primarily answered questions on the 
helpline and created backyard garden demonstrations 
at home shows and county fairs.

Fast forward many more years to 1993 when the 
fi rst MGV training program started in Clark County.  
We started with 25 volunteers (two are still active 
today - Karen Neer and Marty Harley) and a few 
small projects, including the helpline and community 
gardens.  Boy  have we grown!  

This year we will be celebrating the 100th year of 
Cooperative Extension and the 40th year of the MGV 
program.  Our offi ce will have an offi cial celebration 
sometime this spring with an open house of our new 
offi ces and displays of our programs offered to the 
public.  It is a year to celebrate!

The Clark County Extension MGV program has 
completed its 20th year of service.  We have a strong 
organization supporting OSU Extension.  Together, 
we are poised to go into the new year and continue 
giving back to our community by teaching others 
about science-based gardening practices - and of 
course, have fun doing it!

 As we begin the new year, I ask you to refl ect on 
the reasons why you became a MGV and what you 
hoped to achieve as a result.   Have you reached your 
goals?  If so, what are your new goals?  If not, what 

Pam’s Posies

Jo’s Notes:

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension
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can our staff do to help you 
reach these goals?

I also want to encourage 
you to think about the 
purpose of the MGV 
program:  To support OSU 
Extension to meets it mission 
of empowerment through 
education.  MGVs do this 
by teaching others.  Some 

teach in a public setting through planned programs 
at the libraries and service clubs.  Some teach in the 
classroom during MGV training.  Some teach while 
working the helpline telephones.  Some teach while 
staffi ng a booth at the farmer’s market.  Many of you 
teach by simply doing, working side by side with 
someone.  And many of you teach your neighbors 
once they learn you are a “Master Gardener!”

We had a challenging 2013 and I expect 2014 to 
be full of challenges as well.  Let’s continue to work 
towards our mission of teaching others in the best 
way possible.  I thank you for all you do for OSU 
Extension and the MGV program. 
Pam 

New Address:

Jane Malowney, 
5575 Morris Road, 
Springfi eld, OH 45502 

Thoughts and Prayers
Jon Joyce is in the hospital with pneumnia.  Keep Jon 
and Anne in your prayers.  Address:  3553 Lakota Lane, 
Springfi eld, OH 45502



Carolyn’s Corner

VMS Tips
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Approach Of Winter
by William Carlos Williams

The half-stripped trees
struck by a wind together,
bending all,
the leaves fl utter drily
and refuse to let go
or driven like hail
stream bitterly out to one side
and fall
where the salvias, hard carmine –
like no leaf that ever was –
edge the bare garden.

poem from writerfox.hubpages.com



Committee Reports:Committee Reports:

GARDEN FLING

Reminder:  Garden Fling meeting is scheduled for 
Monday January 6 , 2014 at 1:00 P.M. in the large 
conference room at the OSU extension offi ce. All 
committee members and interested personnel should 
plan on attending.    

Thanks,  Ed 

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Perennial Committee will kick off the New Year 
with a short meeting on Wed, Jan 8 at 5pm where 
we will begin planning for maintenance chores and 
programs for 2014.  We gladly welcome anyone who 
has an interest in perennials to attend at OSUE in the 
small conference room, before the Social & General 
Meeting. Bring your ideas for garden programs!!!  

Remember, if you want to be an active committee 
member (planning, meetings, etc.), then go to the 
VMS and click under projects, then click Perennial 
Committee, then click Volunteer for  Project.  
This will put you on the email list for Perennial 
Committee.  If you do not want to be a committee 
member, but still would like to help in the gardens, 
just let Kathy know and she will fi x you right up!  
We will be glad to have your help and support any 
time!

Kathy & Dot

HELPLINE

It is only 3 months away until we start Helpline.  So 
reserve your time on a Monday or Thursday Morning 
in April, before someone else takes the spot that you 
wanted to volunteer to help those that need garden 
 advice.

Remember:  Lessons we can learn from a snowman
White is always in style - even after Labor Day.
Getting outside in the winter is good for your health.
It’s fun just to hang out in your front yard.
We’re all made up of mostly water.
Accessories don’t have to be expensive.
Don’t get too much sun!
If you’re a little bottom heavy - hey, that’s okay!
Sometimes sweating too much can have disastrous 
results.

Rick

FAIR FLOWER SHOW COMMITTEE

The Fair Flower Show Committee will have the 1st 
meeting of 2014 on Friday February 7, 2014 at 9am.  
Currently we are scheduled for the small conference 
room at Gateway.  Should the location change you 
will be notifi ed by email.  

Please remember to go to the VMS and volunteer 
for this committee.  

Bring all your ideas and suggestions to the meeting 
on February 7, 2014.

Becky Menozzi, chair. 

4



5

DOOR SWAGS FOR CANCER CENTER

The Springfi eld Cancer Center has requested 
Master Gardeners to come in and make door swags 
for their patients to take home for about the past 5 
years.  However, this year we raised the bar.  We 
increased the number of swags made from 38 to 66. 
Plus we had more volunteers, in the past we had 
about 6 and this year we had 13 people show up 
when it was only 4 degrees outside.  

On Dec 5, the following people met at Hrinko’s 
former Christmas tree farm and cut greens for 
making door swags at the cancer center: Wendy 
May, Jean Rickards, Fabenne Brandenburg, Ruthann 
Rahim, and Natheta Mercer.  It was cold but we beat 
the snow storm and had a truck load of greens.

Special thanks to Rita Young for also securing 
greens from Young’s Christmas Tree Farm. Also, 
thanks to Kathy McConkey, Jo Brown, Carolyn 
Allen and Natheta Mercer for bringing in greens 
from home.  Ruth Ann Rahim and several others 
brought in ribbon that Susie Anderson and Rita 
Young made into beautiful bows for the swags.  Phil 
Young and others brought in pine cones.  Through all 
the donations we were able to do this at a minimal 
cost.

On Dec 12, we met at Springfi eld Cancer Center 
and made the swags.  The swags were all beautiful 
with all the different types of greenery and topped 
with the beautiful bows.  The following people 
participated:  Pam Thullen, Fabenne Brandenburg, 
Cindy Valente, Wendy May, Peggie Elsnau,  Jean 
Rickards,  Rita Young, Susie Anderson, Janet Heater, 
Loretta Blazer, Diane Catenacci, Rita Daulton, and 
Natheta Mercer.    We all had fun and I am sure the 
patients are enjoying their door swags.   Many thanks 
to you all for a great job!  

Merry Christmas,
Natheta Mercer 

Perennial Plant Association 
January Seminar

The Perennial Plant Association (PPA) presents 
a unique seminar in Columbus, Ohio on Sunday, 
January 12, 2014.  Entitled Perennially Inspired, this 
is the 18th  year PPA  has provided innovative topics.

Don’t miss the opportunity to learn from six 
industry leaders as they present their views on  how 
perennials can inspire any landscape.   Six MGV 
continuing education credits can be earned for full-
day attendance.

Sessions include:

Create Beautiful and Sustainable Landscapes 
  with Linda Myers.

The Path to an Exciting Mixed Border: 
 Perennials and Shrubs
  with Stephanie Cohen.

Perennials for Problem Areas
  with Jennifer Brennan.

Bringing the Awesome Every Day
  with Lloyd Traven.

A New Spin on Old Favorites
  with Susan Martin .

Keeping it Fresh
  with Dan Benarcik.

The cost is $80 for the entire day. Descriptions 
of the talks and a registration form are available on 
line at: http://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/default/
fi les/2014PLANTSeminarcolor_1.pdf

Winter Embroidery
The snow upon the hillsides 
Makes them like great fl our sacks 
On which the birds and animals
Have cross-stitched with their tracks. 

-THELMA IRELAND



PLANT OF THE MONTH:PLANT OF THE MONTH:

TRUMPET VINE
Campsis radicans (KAAMP-sis RAD-ih-kanz)

The brightly colored, blaring trumpets of this vine 
command attention even from a distance.  Trumpet 
vine is a dense, woody vine, and gives wonder-
ful color on a porch or fence in 
midsummer.  The fl owers are a 
favorite with hummingbirds.  The 
plant is covered with orange-red, 
3 inch, trumpet shaped fl owers.  
The fl owers are borne in clusters 
of 6 to 12.  They have scattered 
blooms from the end of June to 
October with the most abundant 
bloom in July.  The compound 
foliage is emerald green and trou-
ble-free.  It readily attaches itself 
by ivylike, aerial roots or hold-
fasts, which cling to walls and 
other supports.  This plant can be 
the superman of vines, it leaps tall 
buildings with a single bound.

As the plant gets older, it may 
become quite heavy and require additional support of 
a trellis.  The vine can be pruned to be a bushy shrub 
or hedge.  It is a tough, durable plant that tolerates 
wind and part sun.  If killed to the ground by a deep 
freeze, it will quickly send up new shoots.

Trumpet vines prefer a fertile, moderately moist 
soil.  It will grow in full sun and almost any soil, even 
out of cracks in the pavement.  Turn the soil well to 
encourage plant roots to spread out.  Set the crown 
below the soil surface and avoid shallow planting.  
Soak bare-root vines in water several hours before 
planting.

When planting a new vine, cut its 
growth back to 6 to 8 inches from 
the ground to encourage new shoots.  
Only new shoots attach themselves 
to supports.  This vine can be propa-
gated by stem cuttings, seed, or root 
cuttings.  If you move a trumpet vine 
and leave a piece of root behind in 
the soil, it will send up another vine.  
It is also spread by suckering roots.  
The fl owers bloom on new wood, so 
prune carefully.

This is a beautiful plant in bloom.  
I must warn you though, that a num-
ber of years ago when I worked at 
Hampton Herbs (no longer in busi-
ness) I noticed they had a lovely 

plant in bloom.  They also had new 
plants sprouting up all over the lawn.  That was when 
I decided I didn’t want this plant in my landscape.  
However, one man’s trash is another man’s treasure, 
so you decide if you do or do not want this plant.

 Dot Burkholder

6

Image from Wikipedia

A warm and cheery fi re roars merrily
And shadows dance about the darkened room. 
Beside the hearth a gardener sits and dreams
Of sunny days, of fl owers in full bloom. 
Some hollyhocks should tower near the fence,
Bright red. ones that the bees can’t help but fi nd.
The trellis at the gate again must wear 
Blue morning glories, or the rosy kind. 
To lend a bit of distance to the scene,
Close to the rear I’ll plant in shades of blue: 
The tall and stately larkspur, double ones 

Of course I’ll put in scabiosa, too.
I couldn’t do without a pansy bed 
Snapdragons make such beautiful bouquets 
Frilled zinnias and yellow marigolds 
Add just the proper touch to autumn days. 
The fl owers grow and bloom with loveliness 
Until a sound destroys the fantasy 
A burning ember falls and I must leave 
My garden and my charming reverie. 

Helen Bath Swanson

Reverie
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Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
4400 Gateway Blvd., Suite 104
Springfi eld, OH 45502-6330

Happy New Year Happy New Year 
20142014

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension Offi ce,
4400 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 104, Springfi eld, Ohio, 45502, 937-521-3860. The Master 
Gardener. Advisor is Pam Bennett.

Clark County Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all research and related educational programs are available 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/
AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status. This statement is in accordance with United 
States Civil Rights Laws and the USDA.
Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice President for Agricultural Administration; Associate Dean, College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 
Sciences; Director, Ohio State University Extension; and Gist Chair in Extension Education and Leadership.
For Deaf and Hard of Hearing, please contact Clark County Extension using your preferred communication (e-mail, relay services, or video relay 
services). Phone 1-800-750-0750 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. EST Monday through Friday. Inform the operator to dial 937-521-3860


