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Presidents Message:
So how many of us remember how cold it was in 

February?  Remember how you thought ”when it is 90 
degrees in July I promise I won’t complain “!  Well…
OK I may have said boy is it hot!

Flowers are blooming, tomatoes will be ready soon, 
and I’ve picked the first cucumber of the year.  Now, 
what all of this means is that it is time for the Clark 
County Fair.  

I know everyone will want to make sure that they get 
a pork chop and sugar waffle. And, make sure you take a 
walk through all of the 4-H areas.  The 4-H children and 
leaders work so very hard all year.  Be sure to tell them 
what a great job they do.

We are not having a Gateway Garden Jubilee this year, 
but there is still work to be done in the gardens and tours 
that will take place.  There are a lot of opportunities for 
getting all your volunteer hours, and there are lots of 
programs for you to choose from to get your Continuing 
Eduction completed.

Field trip to Chicago is also on the horizon.  What a 
great time that will be for those who signed up to ‘get on 
the bus’.  Remember to take pictures to share with those 
of us who will not be taking the trip!

From what I read there are changes coming.  But just 
think, wasn’t it only yesterday that you would spend 
a hot July day sitting on a blanket under that tree at 
Grandma’s, drinking homemade lemonade and playing 
with jacks, toy soldiers, dolls and the neighbor’s new 
born kittens?  Changes can be good, or they cannot be 
good.  They can be for you and me, or only for them.  
Each of us has the right to react to the changes, as we 
believe is best for us.  Most important is to have the true 
and honest facts, to listen with an open mind and heart 
and then make your decision about what is best for you.  
We are an amazing group who has accomplished much, 
and I will always be proud to be a part of this amazing 
group.

Now get that old blanket out.  Make some lemonade.  
Sit under that tree and enjoy summer.  It only comes 
once a year!
Becky Menozzi, President

Mark Your Calendar!

2 9-12  Garden Clean-up
3 9-12  MGV Helpline
4 Independence Day office closed
7 9-12  MGV Helpline 
 10- Gardens Planning @Snyder Park
8 4-H Flower Bed Judging
9 6:00-6:30  Social 
 6:30  General Meeting
10 9-12  MGV Helpline
 1:00 - Garden Planning @Snyder Park 
 5-6:30  Garden Program, Choosing 
       Healthy Plants for Your Gardens @ GLG
 7-8:30 - Garden Walk
11 9-12  Fair Flower Show
14 9-12  MGV Helpline
15 9-11  Fairground Bed Clean-up
17 9-12  MGV Helpline 
 8:30 am-1:30 pm  Fair Flower show
18 Clark County Fair Flower Show 18th-25th
19 Clark County Fair Flower Show judging
20 Blades & Bloom articles due 
 Clark County Fair Flower Show
21 9-12  MGV Helpline 
 Clark County Fair Flower Show
22 Clark County Fair Flower Show
23 9-12  Utzinger Garden Clean-up 
 Clark County Fair Flower Show
24 9-12  MGV Helpline 
 Clark County Fair Flower Show
25 Clark County Fair Flower Show
26 Fair Flower show clean-up

July

 Volume 21 Number 7  July14



Pam’s Posies

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension
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Dear Master Gardener Volunteers;

I want to thank all of you for your hard work in 
the Gardens and keeping them looking great!  We 
continue to have visitors and tour groups.  The 
comments for the tour groups are excellent (thanks to 
those of you who serve as tour guides).  

At the time of this newsletter, I have nothing to 
report about the move.  I have been in contact with 
a couple of landscape architects, providing them 
preliminary information.  The next step is to have 
them visit the site to then provide us with a cost 
on how much it will be to create a master plan.  I 
will be holding two more information-gathering 
meetings like those that we had in Oct. 2013.  These 
are open to everyone and will consist of reviewing 
the ideas we developed in October.  If you recall, we 
brainstormed all of the potential “themes” or gardens 
or demonstrations that we would like to have in the 
new site.  At that time, we were still planning on 
moving to Springview (the gardens).  Things have 
changed a little bit in terms of the overall landscape 
that we have to work with; therefore, I suspect you 
might have some additional ideas on what we might 
do in terms of a master landscape plan.

The dates for the planning meetings for the Gardens 
at Snyder Park are July 7 at 10:00 and July 10 at 1:00.  
Both meetings will be the same with open discussion 
on your ideas for the new site.  I’ll post the summary 
of the October 2013 meetings so that you can use that 
to jump-start your thinking.

When I started the MGV program in 1993, never 
did I dream that OSUE and the MGVs would have 
this incredible opportunity to leave something special 
for our future MGVs and our community.  I have no 
doubt that we can do this and thank you for all of  
your support.

Pam 

Happy Birthday

2 Sydney Axtell
4 Ron Kurth
6 Nancy Hobbs
7 Rita Dalton
9 Deborah LeMelle
11 Billie Pfeifer
19 Charles Morris
22 Kathy Mark
30 George Simon II

21st Annual WASSO Garden Tour
The Women’s Association of the Springfield Symphony 
Orchestra (WASSO) is pleased to announce the 21st 
Annual Garden Tour.   Saturday, July 12 and Sunday,  
July 13, 2014 from 1-5 p.m. on each day. Cost $15 
advance, $20 at any of the homes on the days of tour.

Becky Miller, MGV Class of 2008, gardens are on the 
WASSO Garden tour this year.  Below is the list of 
gardens on the tour.

     Chris and Sally Moore, 1275 Quinlan Ct. (Kings-
     gate Commons)
     Gary and Ginny Slack, 2830 Skylark Rd.  
     Mike and Becky Miller, 2005 Audubon Park Dr.       
     Dwight Dobbins, 721 Moorfield Ct.
     Don and Christine Beard, 421 Dayton St., Yellow
     Springs

Various artists will be at work in the gardens this year. 



will count as continuing education hours. 10 hours 
required this year. Shopping and dining do not count.    

Program and Garden Walk on July 10th

Choosing a Healthy Plant for Your Garden, 5:00-6:30 
p.m. at Gateway Learning Gardens.  Do you have 
difficulty in selecting a good plant for your garden?  
Come and learn some criteria to look for in making 
your selection.  (90 minutes of CE credits.)

Garden Walk, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

Happy 4th of July

Carolyn’s Corner
Adopt A Bed

Herbicide to help control weeds will be applied 
the week of July 3.  Your bed must be free of weeds 
for the herbicide to be put down, if you are unable to 
have it weeded let me know and we will try to help 
you.  After the application is made, cease hoeing to 
get rid of weeds as this breaks the barrier and the 
herbicide will not be as effective.  You can continue 
to use your hand weeders.  Watch for weeds to spring 
up near base of plants and remove them.  Leaving 
them, takes moisture and nutrients away from the 
plant.

Weather has been a challenge, but please try to 
check your bed once a week.  The weeds sprout 
overnight.  If you have sunflowers or geraniums in 
your bed please keep them deadheaded.

Field Trials
If you took some of the left over plants home to 

use in your garden, please return pots and trays as the 
greenhouse crew is getting ready to clean all of them 
for use next year.  Put them under the arbor on the 
black shelves and we will move them to the holding 
area.  Hope the plants are doing well and you enjoy 
them.  Thanks for all your help.

Garden Clean-up
July garden clean-up is Wednesday July 2.  Meet 

on patio at 9:00 a.m.  Thanks to all of you who have 
worked so much this summer in keeping our gardens 
looking their best.  I am so pleased with the job you 
have done.

Farmer’s Market
Master Gardeners are manning a booth the first 

Saturday of every month at the market.  We answer 
gardening questions and visit with anyone who stops 
by the booth.  I still have a couple of spots left if 
anyone would like to volunteer.  Call or email.

Bus Trip
Hope a lot of you have signed up to take the bus 

trip to Chicago.  We will see a lot of fantastic gardens 
and have some educational sessions also.  The 
time we spend touring the gardens and in lectures 
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Jo’s Notes:
Congratulations:
Congratulations to THREE couples who are 
celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary.

Rita and Denny Dalton
1034 Acorn Drive, South Charleston, OH 45368

Jean and Charles Rickards
5764 Morris Road, Springfield, OH 45502

Both of the above couples were married on June 20, 
1964.

Marty and Bob Harley will be married for 50 years 
on June 26th.
2870 Ironwood Drive, Springfield, OH 45504

We wish them much happiness in the years ahead!!!!

Thoughts and Prayers
Dan Barksdale’s wife, Sally, has been in Miami 
Valley Hospital after a fall.  
3036 Linmuth Drive West, Springfield, OH 45503.  
Hope that she will be home soon.



Committee Reports:
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PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

The Perennial Beds at GLG are looking 
spectacular!  Thank you, Faithful Workers, for doing 
such a great job with maintenance.  We got the last of 
the mulch down just in time for a chartered bus tour.

The Cincinnati Garden Club enjoyed their visit 
despite rain.  There were 52 women under their 
umbrellas having a wet and wonderful time.  Other 
touring visitors will have the same great experience 
minus the rain, we hope.

At this reading we will have had our Take the 
Pain out of Pruning Workshop and the Garden 
Walk.  Again Dot and I thank you willing MGVs for 
agreeing to help with the presenting and registration.

  As I was working in the gardens this past week 
(June 17-19), helping Jayson Dillow our new summer 
intern get used to his new job, I really noticed the 
NOISE of a busy corporate park.  Semi-trucks and 
manufacturing machine noises competed with the 
birds and also with me as I was trying to explain 
some things to Jayson.  (the big motors won)  It got 
me to thinking what a great difference in this aspect 
alone our move to Snyder Park will make.  Yes I will 
miss our mature and lovely display gardens, but I 
can’t wait to experience how we will transform some 
of the great plantings that we have into new garden 
designs.  Though we have a lot of decisions and 
preparations to make, I am looking forward to the 
adventure.  I hope you are too!

Kathy McConkey
UTZINGER GARDEN

The garden is starting to take shape. We have 
identified the dead and damaged plants in the garden 
from last winter and have replaced them or made 
plans to do so. We have started cutting back our 
perennials with the goal of having them peak out 
at FSR. I would like to thank Kathy McConkey on 
behalf of the committee and myself for spending the 
day with us on Thursday, June 12 giving many of us 
some excellent training on plant choices, care and 
pruning. Ron Kurth is constructing 2 new arbors for 
the northwest and southeast entrances. We are also 
very lucky to have Bill Queen back as our intern 
this summer. I think we’ll have another great year at 
Utzinger garden 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The next General Meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 9 at 6 p.m. Volunteers are needed to 
provide snacks for the meeting.  Please bring 
appetizer-type food like cheese plates, fruit plates, 
dips, etc.   Please volunteer online by utilizing the 
VMS.  Thank you.

Deb Dorsey  
Social Chairman

HELPLINE

The summer is moving by quickly.  But the 
helpline has not been very busy.  Helpline has been 
getting only 2 to 5 calls, including messages each 
day (Monday and Thursday Mornings) so far this 
summer.  With that in mind, we have been discussing 
the possibility of ending the Helpline season at the 
end of August. There would not be any Helpline 
during September.  Last year we had Helpline only 
one day a week during September and had only a few 
calls.   Kathy McConkey said that she could handle 
any calls that would come in during September.  I 
would like to have your input on this change.  So if 
you have an opinion, please call Rick McKinstry 324-
5344.

July and August have no openings for MGV.  
Ed and I thank you for your quick response in 
volunteering for these summer dates.
 JULY HELPLINE DATES.
 Mondays Thursday
  July 3   Kris Webb
 July 7   Bonnie Martens July 10 Kris Webb
 July 14 Steve Shelton July 17 Kris Webb
 July 21 Steve Shelton July 24 Kris Webb
 July 28 Dianne Champney July 31 Kris Webb

Remember:  I once read about the dangers of 
gardening, so I quit reading for 4 months.

Thank you all for all your help,  
Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry
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TURF TEAM

After talking with several members of the turf team, 
it has been decided to discontinue the mowing of the 
current plot this year and allow whomever mows the 
area to do it.  Remember that as soon as the location 
of the area is decided, we plan to reestablish plots at 
the new location.  It appears to have a lot of space 
so look and decide where you think would be best & 
let me know.  Thanks to Team Turf whom ever has 
worked on turf since 1997.

Fred Rufener

SEEDS COMMITTEE

We have all of the Community Gardens 
scheduled for advisory visits every Wednesday 
morning throughout the summer. Monthly workshops 
are also scheduled for those that have requested them.

The Victory Garden has scheduled a work day 
every Monday 9-12 weather permitting. Weeding and 
harvesting for Second Harvest will be the main focus. 
Please bring your own gloves and tools. Water and 
snacks will be provided. Come one, come all who 
would like to be involved in this project.

We have held two organizational meetings for 
the Local Food Summit, to be held Oct 11, 2014. 
Preparations are underway and more information to 
pass on as this develops.

Thanks,
Pam Thullen & Susie Broidy 
SEEDS Community Garden Assistants

Thank you so much for all of the kind words, 
prayers, cards, and food that I have received since 
the passing of my husband, Jerry.  I appreciated 
all your efforts and it helped me so much.  What a 
wonderful caring organization. 

Linda Asebrook and Family

FAIR FLOWER SHOW COMMITTEE

“Step right up and get your tickets for …” The Fair 
starts Friday, July 18.  I hope that all of the MGVs 
were able to get their exhibits ready and got to enter 
the Fair Flower Show this year.  The weather has 
been, hot, rainy, some cool nights, but after all it is 
Ohio and summer.

The Flower Show Committee shall have their last 
pre-Fair meeting on Friday, July 11 at 9 a.m. in the 
small conference room.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend.  We will have the schedule available at the 
General Meeting on Wednesday, July 9.  We still have 
some slots available to all MGVs.

We will be setting up our area at the Fair on 
Thursday, July 17th.  Those helping with the loading 
at the barn will meet at 8:30 a.m. at the barn.  Others 
may meet at the Fairgrounds at 9 a.m. in front of the 
Arts & Crafts building.

Thanks to all who are signed up to help and to all 
the committee members.

Don’t forget the pork chops, sugar waffles, and let 
me know if you try the chocolate covered bacon!  
Remember to have fun.
Poly Cooper, Madge Morris, and Becky Menozzi

A Rain Garden presentation  by Lola Walston and 
Virginia Mattimore was held at South Charleston 
Library on June 12.
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Master Gardeners 
with Megan Meier, 

Certified Green  
Roof Pro.

Waterman Farms with Farm Manager, 
Glenn Mills

Pam explaining Olentangy 
River Restoration 5th Avenue 
Dam Removal

MGV Touring the Howlett 
Hall Green Roof

MGV with OSU Ornamental 
Plant  Germplasm Center 

Curator Susan Stieve

Field Trip to OSU Waterman Farms, 
Ornamental Plant Germplasm Center,  

Howlett Hall Green Roof and Olentangy  
River Restoration

Photos provided 
by Jody Frisby 

Campbell.

Chicago Garden Tour
August 4, 5, 6 , 7, 2014

Chicago Botanic Garden and tour, Naperville 
River Walk, Navy Pier in Chicago, Ball Seed 

and tour, Cantigny Garden and tour and 
Morton Arboretum and tour.
Family and Friends invited

We are asking those who have not signed up yet 
for the trip to do so now.

You don’t want to miss out on this once in a 
lifetime Clark County Master Gardener trip!

We have 40 people going with us so far and the 
bus holds 55.

The total cost is $300.00 . 
If you have sent in your deposit then you only 

have to send $200 to :
Master Gardeners of Clark County
P . O. Box 158
Springfield , Oh. 45501-0158

Please have your final payment sent in by July 9th.
If we don’t pay for the garden party bus, we don’t 
go!

We also ask for an emergency name and number 
and your cell phone number.

Please send it to me at: daytwo@sbcglobal.net.
These are extremely important for us to have on 

the trip.
This is the last time this reminder will be in the 

B&B, although I will be sending out e-mails to 
everyone on my list in the following weeks. 

Again, come with us! Enjoy the ride, the 
company, the gardens and the….Fun!



PLANT OF THE MONTH:
VERONICA (ver-ON-ih-kuh)

Veronica, speedwell

If you want a long-lasting, bright display in your 
garden, you can count on veronica.  Veronicas are 
a highly varied group of perennials that range from 
ground-hugging creepers to upright clumping plants.  
The height can vary from 6 
to 48 inches.  All bear small 
flowers, usually in colors of 
blue, purple, pink, red, or 
white.

Veronicas are easy to grow 
and will adapt to a wide vari-
ety of conditions.  The plants 
aren’t fussy - just give them 
soil with decent drainage 
in full sun to partial shade.  
They look great with almost 
everything.  The taller grow-
ing ones form dense clumps 
and are well behaved.   The low growing groundcover 
types can spread in all directions, so keep your eye on 
these.  Lean soil encourages the more upright plants 
to stand up straight atop compact mounds of foliage 
with no help.

 You can propagate by division in spring or fall, 
or take stem cuttings in the summer.  The longest 
blooming veronicas will perform best if you cut them 
back after a period of heavy flowering.  This will 
help to keep them from flopping over in hot, humid 
weather.

 For a good combination of texture and color, try 
growing ‘Sunny Border Blue’ or ‘Goodness Grows’ 
with yellow-flowered coreopsis, ladies mantle, or yar-

row.

 Some veronicas might 
suffer from pest or disease 
problems, but they are 
rarely serious.

 You can use these plants 
in your containers, in the 
cut flower garden, as an 
edging, groundcover, in 
mass plantings, in a mixed 
border, in the rock garden, 
along paths, or on slopes.

 I have several clumps of ‘Sunny Border Blue’ (at 
least I think that is the variety) in my garden and find 
them to be very care-free.   I hope to add some more 
plants as they behave well and play well with other 
plants.
Dot Burkholder

7

Image from HowStuffWorks.com

I hear America singing, the varied carols I hear,

Those of mechanics, each one singing his as it 
should be blithe and strong,

The carpenter singing his as he measures his plank 
or beam,

The mason singing his as he makes ready for work, 
or leaves off work,

The boatman singing what belongs to him in his 
boat, the deckhand singing on the steamboat deck,

The shoemaker singing as he sits on his bench, the 
hatter singing as he stands,

The wood-cutter’s song, the ploughboy’s on his 
way in the morning, or at noon intermission or at 
sundown,

The delicious singing of the mother, or of the young 
wife at work, or of the girl sewing or washing,

Each singing what belongs to him or her and to none 
else,

The day what belongs to the day—at night the party 
of young fellows, robust, friendly,

Singing with open mouths their strong melodious 
songs.

I Hear amerIca SIngIng
By Walt Whitman



Garden clean up
Wednesday, July 2

9 am - Noon

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension Office,
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener. Advisor is Pam Bennett.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 
information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505


