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Mark Your Calendar! Presidenty MW

March
3 12-2 OSUE Staff Office Conference March is finally here. And we all know that means
1-3 Garden Fling Meeting Garden Clean Ups begin, that is if the snow is gone.
4 9-12 Greenhouse work We have a lot going on this month, as the calendar
5 8-4 MGV Intern Training shows, so be sure to check it often. Perennial School is
9-12 Garden Clean up March 6th at a new venue. Hope to see you there. It is
12-1 Perennial Plant & Barn Sale Mtg. time to get your Garden Fling signs in your yard, again
6 8:30-4:15 Perennial Flower School if the ground is not frozen. The Garden Fling is Satur-
7 1-3 Wildflower Walk at Clifton Gorge day April 5, 2014. If you are not working, please plan
9  Spring Forward - Daylight Saving Time to attend and support the MGVs. You can also earn
12 8-4 MGV Intern Training MGV Continuing Education Credits by attending some
5-6_ Perennial Committee Meeting of the programs.
2;263%3?:;2: Meeting For the General Meeting March 12, 2014 please
13 11-12 Utzinger Committee Meeting review the Code of Regulations which will be on t[h_e
1-3 Greenhouse work @ Witt. SEEDS agenda for a vote. There are many other opportunities
Committee for getting your hours. And, (do as I suggest, not as |
14 1-3 Wildflower Walk at Clifton Gorge do) input all those hours you will be getting onto the
15 8-5 Cabin Fever Arts Festival field trip, VMS.
see VMS It would appear as if we have a lot of changes com-
19 8-4 MGV Intern Training ing our way. So many people want us if you believe
2 ;12:30 Herb Committee what you read. I’m waiting for the real scoop on where
10?123& Ec'iorgirg; grgg'r?m‘ijt‘:ge we rr_nght find new opportunities that_ will al_low us to
21 No Wildflower Walk continue our mission, be safe, and still continue to haye
. . fun. Please be assured that your Board of Trustees will
24 10-12 Early Ohio Settlers Meeting . . . . .
- act appropriately and with all of our interests in mind.
26 8-4 MGV Intern Training .
9-12 Utzinger Clean up We want to be somewhere safe where we can contrib-
28 1-3 Wildflower Walk at Clifton Gorge ute to the educational process of our communities. Just
by virtue of its meaning, any “partnerships” should
only be made where there is equal benefit to all parties.

The Interns are still in class, but can start to earn
their volunteer hours. When you meet them please
make them feel welcome. | read this some time ago,
and do not recall the author, but truly like the mean-
ing: “Tell me and | forget. Teach me and | remember.
Involve me and | learn.”

Hope to see you in the Gardens!

Becky Menozzi, President




Pam’s Posies
Dear MGVs,

The very latest (unless something
changes between the time I write
this and you receive it!) on the
move of our offices: County
Administrator Nathan Kennedy
says that we will likely be moving
our offices the middle of April. If
this changes, I’ll let you know! We
are all getting excited about the
prospects of a new office but of course, are dreading the
actual moving process. On the other hand, it’s giving me
a chance to purge and get rid of some things. Ahem, no
comments please! | said some things, not everything! As
you know, | am somewhat of an eclectic collector (sounds
better than a pack rat) so getting rid of everything will be
difficult. A couple of weeks ago we had a minor water
disaster in our building; water backed up in the downspouts
and came inside. The ceilings on our side of the building
flooded and caused some damage. It was fairly minor and
could have been a lot worse. The bookshelf in my office
corner came out of the wall and all of the books were
dumped on the floor. Instead of putting everything back in
place, we are packing up!

And speaking of packing, we would love to have a
few additional hands to help pack things like the library,
kitchen utensils, the MGV cabinet, etc. as we get closer to
the move days. If you are able and wanting to help, please
let Jo know and she’ll add you to the call list to be called
when we get the call! We have the boxes and the movers
will be moving them but we need some assistance packing
and most likely, unpacking. And of course, you’ll get
volunteer hours!

The next important topic for our organization is the
Snyder Park Golf Course closing. As | have mentioned
for the last year, if it becomes a reality, we are interested
in discussing the possibility of moving our gardens to a
location on the golf course. | am in the process of writing a
proposal to the National Trails Parks and Recreation Board
for this effort. The biggest need that we have in order for
this to work is a “satellite” office for the hort team during
the growing season. We will still have our main offices at
Springview, but a smaller location to provide services such
as HelpLine and educational classes during the growing
season is needed.

I will be submitting this proposal to NTPRD and will
have it to them the first week in March. Their Board will
meet on March 10 to discuss the proposal and possibility.
If the Board is interested in pursuing this opportunity and
wants to go a little deeper with the discussion, NTPRD
Executive Director Leann Castillo will come to our
General Meeting on March 12 to provide ideas on what
the NTPRD Board has in mind for the potential future
for the golf course area. She will share her ideas on what
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might happen with the land and will
answer questions about safety and
other issues that might affect our
program.

Don’t miss the March General
Membership meeting. We will be
discussing the pros and cons for
each location. Do your homework
and be prepared to share and
discuss. | encourage you to visit
both sites and visualize our gardens
in each of these locations. You will
have a better sense of these areas when we discuss the pros
and cons. At Springview, drive behind the main building
and see the open space in the back, directly to the north and
behind the storage buildings and to the west of the parking
lot in back. At the Snyder Park Golf Course, you can’t
actually go onto the course (unless the weather gets really
nice) but you can drive around the roads and the parking
lot.

I need to hear from you at our March meeting. | want
your thoughts and ideas on this opportunity, should it
come to fruition. If the NTPRD Board is not interested
in pursuing this option, we will not have Director Castillo
at the general meeting and will proceed with planning the
move of the gardens to Springview.

Please keep in mind that we are only in the discussion
phase. Despite what is being made public by others,
THERE ARE ABSOLUTELY NO PLANS AT THIS TIME
TO MOVE THE GARDENS TO SNYDER PARK. There
are also no plans to partner with other organizations other
than NTPRD. | encourage everyone to keep an open mind
as to the potential of this opportunity for our organization.

I also want to ask your assistance in rumor control.
Keep in mind that a rumor is a story or statement in
general circulation without confirmation or certainty as
to facts or is also considered gossip and hearsay. Before
you share information with the public or even within
our organization, please make sure you have the facts by
attending the March meeting. Rumors can damage an
organization and we need to protect not only our reputation
but that of The Ohio State University. If you have any
questions, please feel free to call my office or my cell
phone.

Again, thanks for all of the great work that you are doing
in our community. We would not have been asked to be
at the table in terms of the Snyder Park issue if we didn’t
have a great reputation. | am proud that our community
thinks that we would be a great asset in this location.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension



Carolyn’s Corner

Code of Regulations

\olunteers be sure you have read the copy of this
document before coming to the March General
Meeting. You will find it on the VMS under
Documents. We will be voting on it then. If you do
not have computer access, please come into the office
and we will make you a copy to read. This has been
on the table for a year and we need to finalize the
document.

Continuing Education Credits

For the 2014 year, all volunteers must earn 10 hours
of educational credit to recertify. To make this easier
for you, | will keep you informed of events happening
locally to earn your hours. Also check out the Home
Page on the VMS, | will post programs there also.
Here are some opportunities happening now.

Wednesdays, March through April 2, attend any
MG Interns Training/Sessions, usually 3 hours

Perennial Flower School @Hollenbeck Bayley
Conference Center March 6, 9-3 p.m., 5% hours

Garden Fling Saturday, April 5, sessions = 1 hour
each and keynote speaker = 1 ¥ hours

Wildflower Walks every Friday at Clifton Gorge
meet at 1:00 p.m. in parking lot at Clifton Gorge
usually 1-2 hours

Saturdays in March check out the Programs going
on at Meadow View Growers

Start now there are lots of opportunities

2014 MGV Intern Class

24 New Interns are trying to digest all the
information they are getting in their presentations.
They are suffering from information overload, but
they will recover as we all did and some of it even
sinks in and stays. We welcome you all and look
forward to knowing you better.

Remember if you are sitting in on one of their
trainings, we do not make handouts for you. The
interns prepare refreshments for the 24 class
members, if you would like some feel free to
contribute some of your own. We are willing to
share.

First Garden Clean-up of 2014

Wednesday. March 5. 9-noon. Meet on the patio
at 9:00 a.m. and we will tackle the tasks to begin

opening the gardens. Weather permitting we will
cut back all grasses, cut back plants left for winter
interest and remove some early weeds. Any time
remaining we will help garden chairs with their area.
Chairs if you would like some help contact me and |
will put you on the schedule.

Field Trials/Greenhouse

We have seedlings from our first day working in the
greenhouse. The propagation tables are full and we
will have to move some of the flats off as we do more
seeding. Ron Kurth built us 2 more tables for the
plants and 1 more table for us to do our work. Itis
higher and we do not have to stoop over.

The greenhouse crew has been doing a super job
of keeping things tidy and doing the daily watering.
They are Wendy Mays, Marilyn Hinderer, Sally
Day, Loretta Blazer, Linda McCann, Bill Queen, and
Missy Hawley in training for next year. You are great
and each year you continue to improve your skills.
Thanks so much. Couldn’t do it without you.

We do seeding every Tuesday and maintenance
every Thursday. We are looking forward to all of the
plugs coming in. This usually happens in mid-March
sometime.

The entire crew is enjoying working at the
greenhouse, as it makes winter shorter, and when the
flowers start to bloom it is beautiful.

_Jo’s Notes:
Thoughts and Prayers

Connie Kersey’s son passed away
suddenly February 10", Her address is:
5838 Waynesgate Road, Huber Heights,
OH 45424



Committee Reports:

GARDEN FLING

Garden Fling meeting is scheduled for Monday,
March 3, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. in the large conference
room. All committee chairs should attend this meeting
to finalize our Garden Fling event.
Ed Wozniak and Frank Demma, Co-Cahirs

GARDEN FLING GIVEAWAY

Donations are needed for the Giveaway at the
Garden Fling. You may bring your items to the office
before April 3, 2014. Jean Rickards and Becky Me-
nozzi will be picking these items up prior to the Fling.
Thanking you in advance. This is one of the many
ways that we add funds to the Fund Raising budget.
Thanking you in advance,
Jean Rickards & Becky Menozzi

EARLY OHIO SETTLERS GARDEN

I do believe winter is about over and we have lived
through the worst of it. The first meeting for the Settlers
and anyone else who would like to join us is going
to be Monday, March 24" from 10:00-12:00 at OSU
Extension in the small conference room. We will be
planning the gardens to be planted this spring and
taking a look at any changes we would like to make.
There will be no Garden Jubilee this year but we do
have visitors coming to the gardens and we could plan
a program for a tour night. | hope to see you there with
bells on your shoes and all enthusiastic about a new
growing season.
Jean Rickards

UTZINGER GARDEN

Well it's a little hard to believe with the winter we
are having, but it's time to start planning for our 2014
garden. We have our 1st planning meeting scheduled
for March 13, 11 a.m. to noon in the large conference
room at OSU Extension. Hope to see all committee
members, bright eyed and bushy tailed, with their
plans and desires for Utzinger Garden for the coming
season outlined so we can start setting our goals. Any
other MGVs new and old are always welcome, this is
a wonderful committee and a beautiful garden to be
a part of. Our goal is for the garden to peak in mid-
September for The Farm Science Review. We have
our first work day planned for March 26, the 4th Wed.
from 9 a.m. to noon. Our monthly cleanup/work days
from that point on will be the second Thurs. & fourth
Wed. of each month 9 a.m. to noon, all are scheduled
on the event calendar on the VMS.

Phil Young Chairman Utzinger Garden. 4

HERB COMMITTEE

A great organizational meeting of the Herb Com-
mittee was held on February 13. Several shopping
and field trip possibilities were discussed. The trips
discussed included a shopping trip to Millcreek
Nursery on April 26 and an additional shopping trip
on May 15, to be arranged. Also discussed were field
trips to Gantz Farms in Grove City, Kingswood in
Mansfield and a trip to a lavender farm in June. Our
next meeting will be March 19, 9 -10:30 small con-
ference room. Stay tuned for updates on times and
places to visit. Prize winners were Peggie Elsnau,
Donna Meister, and LaDonna Lowe. Anyone inter-
ested in herbs, field trips, and fun please feel free to
attend and join in.

Ruth Ann Rahim and Cindy Schneider
SEEDS COMMITTEE

All of our Community gardens have been sent
out a seed and plant order list. This gives them the
opportunity to place their order according to their
needs. Once we receive the lists back we will be
ready to start up the Wittenberg green house. We will
have two seeding days. March 13th from 1:00 p.m.-
3:00 p.m. and April 3rd from 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
Please check the VMS for more details on working
at the Wittenberg greenhouse as you will need to be
shuttled to the work area.

The Local Food Movement is moving forward.
We attended the OEFFA Conference in Columbus.
(Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association). We
are currently on the Springfield Grows Planning
committee for Lincoln Neighborhood. More news to
come as these programs develop.

Pam Thullen and Susie Broidy

HELPLINE

HelpLine starts in one month. We start in April
(Monday and Thursday mornings) with plenty of
donuts and cookies for breakfast and snacks. Most
calls are about “How to....” and “When to....” along,
with a low number of calls in April and May. It is
easy work (hours). Ed Wichael and, or myself are
there to help. So please sign up now for HelpLine on
the VMS (https://ohio.volunteersystem.org) or call me,
Rick Mckinstry 324-5344, so that you get the date you
want before someone else takes that same date.

Remember:

Q: What do you call a snowman in the hot desert?
A: A puddle!

Rick McKinstry and Ed Wichael



PERENNTAL PLANT & BARN SALE RAIN GARDEN COMMITTEE

I received information from Sky Schelle regarding
Springfield Stormwater Utility’s 2014 Backyard
Conservation Program. This year’s program offers:

» Avrain barrel sale through April 27
Free rain garden workshops on March 26
and 29. One attendee will win a free rain
garden courtesy of Habitat Creations.

« Discounted trees at local garden centers and

several perennial catalogs, trying to select about a a reduped 2015 Stormwater fee for planting
dozen varieties of beautiful perennials to add to our atree In 2014.

collections for the sale. 1 would like to mention justa  Additional information is available at: http://www.
few of them so you can start planning your shopping  rainbarrelprogram.org/springfield

list. For the shade, we selected Astilbe ‘Ice Cream’
that has tall fluorescent pink plumes, Bergenia ‘Eden’s
Dark Margin’ with purple/red flowers on maroon Lola Walston, Rain Garden Committee Chairperson
foliage; and Brunnera ‘Hadspen Cream’ that has an

incredibly beautiful foliage with bright blue flowers.

For the Sun, we chose Veronica “Younique Baby Red’

a butterfly attractor that blooms spring and summer *

and the fall if cut back. We ordered ‘War Chief’, a

tall red iris that has a long blooming season, and my

favorite, a Dahlia ‘Fascination’ that has dark green FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE

The Perennial Plant & Barn Sale will soon be here
—May 34 9a.m. -1 p.m. LaDonna Lowe will be
coordinating the Barn Sale again (YEA!) We will be
collecting any used garden items or garden themed
items for the sale. | will put a schedule in the April
newsletter of when we can start dropping items &
plants off.

Last fall, Sally, Ruth Ann and I, drooled over

If you need more information, feel free to contact me.

foliage and bright, bright pink flowers with a bright Chicago - is my kind of town - and we hope it is
yellow center! If you would like to see pictures, go yours too!

to www.devroomen.com to browse through their At our first meeting we decided that a big overnight
perennial catalog. trip by bus would be fun. So we chose Chicago and

If you wanted to add Iris’ to your garden, this could  plan to go Aug. 4 - 7th.
be your year! We have about 5 varieties we are
growing in the greenhouse - orange, purple, white,
red and variegated. If you love the bright green color Gardens and Ball Seed Co. Will stop to see places
of the Heuchea “Citronelle’ that is growing under the 4 way up and back. More on the trip later as we

arbor in the shade garden, we will have 50 of those have 5-6 members working on putting it all together.
available! But, most of the things we have purchased

for the sale, we went for variety not quantity and will
only have 8-25 of them available.

Watch for the work days on the calendar in April on
digging / dividing plants that Kathy has selected in the
Gateway Learning Garden. | am trying to schedule
a planning & idea meeting for March so start & keep
your list going for me! Bookmarks will be available

There are so many things to see and do in Chicago.
We picked at least two for now. The Chicago Botanic

If that seems like a long way off, then perhaps
our 1st day trip to the Cabin Fever Arts Festival in
Hillsboro, Ohio will make you happy. We plan to
car pool Saturday, March 15th leaving from OSU
Extension office at 8 a.m. The festival runs from 10
a.m. - 5 p.m. Admission is free but bring plenty of
money for spending at the vendors and lunch.

at the Perennial School so we can start handing those ~ |f You want to sign up in the VMS website we will
out to co-workers, family, friends and neighbors. New be able to see how many are going.

yard signs have been ordered for the interns so that We will continue to plan trips, one in April and the
they can go up when your “Garden Fling” signs come  one in May will most likely be with the Herb Cmt.
down. Marilyn Hinderer Shopping!!!!

Also: Perennial Plant & Barn Sale committee Stay tuned,

meeting is Wednesday, March 5th from 12 to 1 Sally Day and Terry Reid

p.m. in the small conference room.



FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

The fundraising committee will have a meeting
March 20, from 10:00 a.m. to Noon in the small
conference room. Please come with ideas for raising
funds for our organization. Everyone is welcome and
encouraged to come.

Ruth Ann Rahim

Don’t forget we are
collecting used gardening
books and magazines for resale
at the Garden Fling. If you
have any you would like to
donate, you can bring them

to the next MGV General
Meeting or bring them to OSU
Extension and I will collect
them.

Ruth Ann

In the spring garc!cn

In the spring garden

Birds sing and chatter

While flowers raise their heads

To greet the morning sun

A garden filled with colour bright

A garden which now fills with life

The bee and the butterfly hover
From flower to flower gathering nectar
Seeding the flowers blossom
Throughout the spring garden

The dew glistens upon the grass
While the wind gently rolls in the tree
All the world slowly waking

Soon to this bounty of great beauty
Every hue from natures pallet

Is here free for all to see

In the spring garden

by Matthew Holloway
from PoemHunter.com

HISTORY CORNER

Ah-h--Spring where are you hiding? Come out,
come out wherever you are. We need a rest from the
cold and snow. According to the calendar SPRING
is on March 20, 2014. Time to list and order plants
and seeds for my herb and vegetable gardens. While
surveying my flower gardens to see what had been
damaged by the severe weather, | noticed crocus leaves
peeping through the soil as well as some snow drops.
The hens and chickens in my pot near the back porch
are looking well except for a little weather burn on the
plants. They are tough little plants usually hanging in
there until warmer weather. | hope that everyone is go-
ing to the Perennial Flower School, March 6, 2014 at
Hollenbeck-Bailey Creative Arts and Conference
Center it is very informative and a lot of fun. The
speakers are always great! It gives you a chance to
talk to the speakers at lunch or before they leave for
the day. You just may go home with a plant or two, or
three---you know we can't pass them up. See you at
the 15th Annual Central Ohio Perennial Flower School,
don't miss it.

Betty J. Grimes
Historian

24 Bawrbowa Hall

25 Wendy May
26 DeniseHarriy
27 Kowewv Neer



PLANT OF THE MONTH:

TRILLIUM (TRIL-ee-um)
Trillium, Wake Robin

Trillium means “three” and almost every part of
this plant comes in threes. The name trillium comes
from the three-parted leaves and flowers of these
plants. “Wake robin’ reflects their spring bloom.
Mature plants produce three leaves in spring and
then continue to produce
three green petal-like leaves
called sepals which arch
back and reveal a flower
having three large, pointed
petals, sitting either just on
top of the leaves or a short
length of stem above them.
The flower could be upright,
nodding, or drooping. ,
Trilliums are native to >
cool, wooded areas and
like crumbly, humus-rich
soil like you would find in
natural woodlands. Locate your trilliums in full or
partial shade. The soil should be humus rich, moist,
and well-drained. Rhizomes should be planted about
4 inches deep. Add organic matter like compost or
aged manure to the soil when you plant. Trilliums are
great for a shady, undisturbed area where some leaf
litter is already present. Add a mulch of shredded
leaves to encourage rapid growth. Apply compost
every year.

Image from Wikipediha

Trilliums hate being disturbed and don’t need
division. You can divide established colonies if
you’re careful. You can carefully dig up a colony in
very early spring just as the leaves start to appear,
and separate individual plants for replanting. New
transplants may take a year or two to adjust and start
flowering.

Seeding is not recommended as it will take two or
more years before signs of growth appear and another
five or more years before plants reach flowering size.

T. grandiflorum (great
white trillium, snow
trillium) is Ohio’s official
wildflower. Its large white
flowers turn pink as they
mature. This trillium is
the star of any woodland
garden with its large 2 to
3 inch slightly nodding
blooms held well above
wavy, dark green leaves
from early spring to
midspring. Great white
trillium tends to form dense
colonies fairly soon and will put on a striking display
in a few years. The height is 12 to 18 inches with a
spread of | to 2 feet.

Trilliums are seldom bothered by pests or diseases if
they are given the right growing conditions.

Dot Burkholder

T he White T rillium

Trillium graceful, Trillium white,
Star of the woodland, Lady of light
Lo, how she proudily

Stands in the glade,

Tri-sceptred sovereign,

Queen of the shade.

Stately she rises,

Slender-stemmed, tall,

Gracious response to Spring’s early call,
Lifting three leaf-arms

High from the sod,

Gazing with pure face lip at her god.

by Milena Matcska
from BackyardGardener.com



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County

4400 Gateway Blvd., Suite 104
Springfield, OH 45502-6330

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

FIRST GARDEN CLEAN UP
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5
9 A.M. - NOON

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University of Clark
County Extension, 4400 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 104, Springfield, Ohio, 45502, 937-521-3860.
The Master Gardener. Advisor is Pam Bennett.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity



