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Presidents Message:Presidents Message:
 As I write this I realize that there is only a little over 8 

weeks before the beginning of the ‘gift giving’ holidays - 
Peace, love and joy days!  Life does move fast sometimes.

In the spirit of the Holidays, here is my partial list of 
“THANKS for GIVING”.

A big congratulations to Susie Broidy and Pam Thullen 
and their crew for a successful fi rst LOCAL FOODS 
conference.  Next year, bigger and better?

All the gardens have been put to bed, and yet we each 
have our dreams and wishes for 2015.  Ed and Frank, what’s 
in store for the Garden Fling?  Marilyn, What new plants 
are you dreaming of for Perennial Plant & Barn Sale?  
Carolyn, how many seeds & plugs will you be getting for 
the Field Trials?  

Big thanks to Madge Morris and Polly Cooper for taking 
the Fair Flower Show for me and making it a success.  All 
of the Team Leaders did a wonderful job also.  Nancy, (as 
you know) we might have to ‘re-arrange’ the area again.

Ruth Ann Rahim, what a lady and what a worker. Ruth 
Ann you just do it well!

Phil Young, amazing job with Utzinger and with stepping 
into the Board of Trustees.

(I’ll have more next month about our wonderful Board of 
Trustees.)

To each of our Committee Chairs, you manage to get the 
job done and keep smiling. You have my THANKS and 
admiration.  

The MGVs are always using our Mission for educating 
and always have ‘FUN DOING IT’! Thanks for Giving!

Our Interns will shortly receive their ‘diplomas’ and 
become offi cially MGVs. YEA!  It is wonderful to see our 
numbers growing.

Each of us will soon be looking around the table at friends 
and family and giving thanks.  Rodger and I will always 
have a special place in our hearts for each of you and for all 
the prayers and kind thoughts that have been sent our way 
this year.

Thanks for giving of yourselves and your time to Master 
Gardeners of Clark County.
Becky Menozzi, President

Mark Your Calendar!
November

 Volume 21 Number 11  Nov.14

2 Fall Back to Eastern Standard Time

3 10 am-noon Staff Offi ce Conference
 1-4  GLG Planning meeting

5 9 am-noon  Garden Clean-up

10 1-3 pm  Garden Fling Committee
 meeting

11 Veterans Day - offi ce closed

12     General Meeting 6:00 Social, 6:30 Mtg.

17 1-4 pm  GLG Planning meeting

20 Blades & Bloom articles due

21 9 am - noon  Hort. Planning Day

27 Thanksgiving

28 Offi ce closed



Pam’s Posies

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension 2

Jo’s Notes:

Veterans Day November 11th.
Thank you to all the Veterans for your service to our 
country!!! 

New Address and Phone Numbers

Carol Hanusik has a new address & phone #.  2012 
Willow Run Circle, Enon, OH 45323.  Phone # 
937.863.1062.

Linda McCann no longer has her home phone.  Her 
cell # is 937.478.0350.

2ndnd Madge Morris Madge Morris
5thth Nancy Best Nancy Best
1010thth Sherry Provens Sherry Provens
1212thth Phil Young Phil Young
1414thth Becky Menozzi Becky Menozzi
1515thth Sue Ann Dill Sue Ann Dill
2222thth Nancy Adams Nancy Adams
2222thth Donna Meister Donna Meister
2323h h Deborah DeanDeborah Dean
24t24th  h  Richard McKinstryRichard McKinstry
2525th th Carlene GrassleCarlene Grassle
2525th th Jean RickardsJean Rickards

Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

Plans are slowly moving ahead for our new garden 
site.  We had very successful stakeholder meetings 
with about 80 people attending both meetings.  Their 
ideas were very similar to what our MGVs have dis-
cussed.  Jeannie, our Landscape Architect from CYP 
Studios met with the GLG committee last month and 
went through the entire list of ideas and started the 
process of grouping things together.  The next meeting 
on Monday, November 3 at 1:00 will be further iden-
tifying those garden areas that we desire for the new 
site.  This process is a little rough because of the time 
involved but the committee worked hard and made it 
through the entire list.  I am really excited to see what 
we come up with for the fi nal master plan.

After the landscape plan is developed, I will be em-
barking upon a major fundraising campaign.  Fund-
raising and asking for money is not one of my favorite 
things to do but I am committed to this project and 
will be reaching out to a lot of community groups.  We 
have several members in our organization who are 
good at fundraising and I am hoping that you will step 
forward and volunteer to help with this effort.  Please 
let me know if you are willing to be a part of the major 
fundraising campaign.  Ruth Ann Rahim has gracious-
ly volunteered to continue to do the fundraising as the 
committee has done in the past (sales of gloves, trees, 
etc.).  This is also an essential part of our program.  

This next year is going to be challenging but exciting.  
The groundswell of support from our community is 
apparent.  I hope that we can tap into that groundswell 
and raise the money as well as the energy in terms of 
assistance to help us create our new garden site.

I am at the Extension Master Gardener National Co-
ordinator's Conference in Rutgers as I write this note.  
I am so proud to be representing Ohio Master Gar-
dener Volunteers, especially our Clark County MGVs.  
Thanks for all you do - our efforts help to make our 
communities a better place to live.

Sincerely,   Pam



Carolyn’s Corner
 VMS Tips of the Month

If you are scheduling an event or meeting, check 
with the offi ce to see if meeting rooms are available 
before putting it on the VMS calendar.  This will 
eliminate confl icts and double bookings in the 
conference rooms.  

All volunteers check and see what committees 
or projects you have been on for 2014.  If you 
want to remain on a committee, you do not have 
to do anything.  If you want to work on a different 
committee(s) for 2015, simply unvolunteer yourself 
from that committee or project.  To do this, click on 
projects under general information and a list of the 
projects you have been on for 2014 will appear.  Next 
click on the project name you do not want to work 
on for 2015 and page down to the list of member 
names keep paging down and you will see a box with 
the word unvolunteer in it.  If you wish to not work 
on that project, click that box.  You are no longer a 
member of that committee.
Adopt a Bed Volunteers

Thanks for all the hard work in keeping your beds 
clean this summer.  With the weather we had, it was a 
diffi cult task.  I really appreciate all of your help and 
I think the plants did also.  
State Master Gardener Conference

The conference committee did a great job in 
planning this event.  The location was convenient 
with almost all of the classes being in one building; 
attendees did not have to walk all over the place to 
fi nd their location.  The speakers were experts in 
many areas so we had a variety of topics from which 
to choose.  There was something for everyone.  I 
heard a very good presentation on new daylily 
varieties and another one on digital photography.  
Both would be good speakers for the Garden Fling.  
The tours were well planned and made for a fun day.  
The Covered Bridge Tour was a draw for the MGVs 
of Clark County and we all enjoyed the Berbee Bulb 
company tour and shopping.  Continuing on, we 
had a presentation from the vintner and enjoyed a 
tremendous lunch with wine tasting included.  Lastly 
we saw 7 covered bridges in Union County and 
learned some of the county’s history.  Hope in future 
years more of you can join us.
Last minute information!

We have some unfi nished work in the garden to 
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take care of before we close everything up for the 
winter.  So we have scheduled one last clean-up for 
Wednesday, November 5 at 9:00 a.m.

Bundle up and bring gloves, your trowel or knife; 
Kathy and I will have coffee and some treats for break 
time.

I promise this will be the last garden clean-up for 
2014.

Thanks for all your help and support you have 
shown this year.  What a group!  You are the best.

Volunteers Rescreening Background Check

     Volunteers because of the many cases of abuse to 
our vulnerable populations all Master Gardeners and 
4-H volunteers will be required to have background 
checks done.  The University wants to be sure that we 
have only the best volunteers representing OSUE.
All MGs who took the training in the following years 
will be required to have the fi ngerprinting done before 
December 31, 2014.

     You will be receiving a letter from the University 
stating the process for obtaining the fi ngerprint back-
ground checks.  If you do not receive a letter you are 
not required to have them done this year.   The letter 
will have the address where results are to be sent and 
a code number.  Take this with you when having your 
background check done.   If you did training in the fol-
lowing years you must have this done this year; 2010, 
2006, 2002, 1998, and 1994.  Below are some of the 
places you can have the fi ngerprinting done.

1.  Clark County Sheriff Offi ce East Side, 3130  
     East Main St.. Springfi eld.  Phone:    937-521-2114
     Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.   Cost $35.00 
     payable by money order, cashier’s check or 
     certifi ed bank check.

2.  Bureau of Motor Vehicles, 1221 Sunset Ave. (Old 
     Southern Village shopping Center), Springfi eld.   
     Phone:  937-328-5116, Tuesday-Friday 7:30 a.m. -
     6:00 p.m.  Cost is $32.00 payable by cash or check.

3.  Clark Technical (old JVS) in the Board Building 
     (1st Bldg on left entering from Selma Rd.), 1901 
     Selma Rd., Springfi eld.  Phone:  325-7368  ask for    
     Irene ext.115 or Teresa ext.120.  Cost is  $25.00 
     Call and schedule an appointment 8:00 a.m. -3:30 
     p.m.  Bring picture ID.  Payable by cash, credit 
     card or check.                                                                                                     



Committee Reports:Committee Reports:
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PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
The Perennial Committee has been busy making 

label for plants at the Gateway Learning Gardens 
for the Perennial Plant and Barn Sale in May of 
2015.  We have referred to the garden maps to ensure 
accuracy.  

Flags have been used to identify the plants we will 
be moving to Snyder Park in the spring.

Meanwhile all Perennial Committee members are 
encouraged to browse their favorite garden catalogs 
for new perennial cultivars that you feel would look 
great in our garden space at Snyder Park.  As of this 
writing the Master Plan is not available, so this is 
the time to dream.  Our plant lists will be “anything 
goes” and we will narrow it down at the appropriate 
time. Be sure to do a little research on newest garden 
design trends as we want to be on the cutting edge as 
we showcase our garden landscape.

Any MGVs who are interested in being a part of 
the Perennial Committee are most welcome.  Don’t 
forget to sign up on the VMS!
Happy Dreaming!
Kathy McConkey & Dot  Burkholder

UTZINGER MEMORIAL GARDEN
 By the time you read this I hope the garden is 

ready for winter. We have had a super year and are 
looking forward to 2015. We have started a couple 
of renovations to be completed next spring and early 
summer. We need to replace the benches in the garden 
due to age and add a couple of additional ones that 
committee members have requested. We also have 
a new area available to us if anyone is interested. 
Behind the McCormick building on the east end of 
the garden, on the north end of the building, above a 
new retaining wall. It is not a real large area and the 
FSR staff has already planted several hostas which 
can stay or go. It’s a shade to part shade bed. Let me 
know if you are interested. 
Phil Young, Chair.

HELPLINE
We start next year’s Helpline in April and fi nish the 

season at the end of September.  So get your calendar 
ready for next year.  

And remember: 
Jimmy: Mmmmm! That turkey smells good and it’s 

not even done yet. How long will it be?
   Mom: About the same length as it was before I put 
it into the oven, I suppose.
Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry 

GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE
A Garden Fling meeting will be held in the OSU 

Extension conference room on November 10, 2014 at 
1:00 p.m.  The Fling will be held on April 10, 2015 
at Kenton Ridge High School.  It will be one week 
later than previous years due to the Easter weekend 
confl ict.  All Master Gardeners are welcome to attend, 
especially committee chairs.
Ed Wozniak / Frank Demma 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED MAKE 
THE FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 

On Sunday, September 21st, Terry Reid, Marilyn and Clint 
Hinderer, Jean Rickards, Peggie Elsnau, Nancy Best, Wendy 
May, and Natheta Mercer met at Gateway to cut fl owers for 
table bouquets for the Vice President’s luncheon at Farm 
Science Review.  Also several people brought fl owers from 
home gardens for us to use and we thank you for that. On 
Monday, we made 82 BEAUTIFUL arrangements.   The 
fl oral artists were: Fabenne Brandenburg, Nancy Best, Janet 
Hannel, Diane Catenacci, Wendy May, Rita Young, Carol 
Hanusik, Peggie Elsnau, Jean Rickards, Connie Kersery, 
Sally Day, Debbie Dean and Natheta Mercer.  I hope I didn’t 
forget to mention anyone, if I did, I’m so sorry.

We had lots of different kinds of fl owers and that made the 
fl oral arranging so much easier.  I stopped at the tent the next 
morning and everyone commented how beautiful they were.  
They were each so different, unique and gorgeous!!  Plus, we 
had so much fun.  Janet Hannel was a fi rst timer to help, said 
she couldn’t do it,  and worked next to our expert, Dianne 
Catenacci. Now Janet can’t wait for our next arranging 
project.  
 Again, THANKS TO ALL!!
 Natheta Mercer

More pictures of 
fl oral arrangers 

on page 6
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FIELD TRIAL/GREENHOUSE COMMITTEE
We want to thank everyone who has worked in the 

greenhouse in the past and introduce ourselves as the 
new greenhouse co-chairs. 

For our new interns we want to give a brief overview 
of what the fi eld trial/greenhouse team does. In 
February we will begin planting the seeds for the All 
American Selections and other various trials. After the 
seeds have germinated and the plants are large enough 
they are upgraded to larger pots. We also receive plugs 
from growers that we upgrade. The plants that are 
usually included in the trials are new annuals, but there 
are also some perennials and vegetables. Besides the 
actual seeding and planting we do general maintenance 
to include pest control, deadheading, and trimming as 
well as cleaning and weeding the greenhouse. In early 
May all trial plants will be transferred to a holding 
area out of doors to condition them for planting 
approximately two weeks later in the new Snyder Park 
fi eld trial beds.

For all Master Gardeners Volunteers (MGVs) who are 
interested in working in the greenhouse we encourage 
you to sign up on VMS by December 5th.  For MGVs 
who have worked on the Field Trial/Greenhouse team, 
Carolyn will be removing all current names and if you 
are still interested in continuing to work on this team 
you will need to sign up again. We also ask that you 
specify in the notes section what your interests are. 
In general, Tuesdays are seeding and transplanting; 
Thursdays are general maintenance – deadheading, 
trimming, insect control and greenhouse maintenance. 
Greenhouse work is from February through May.

Once we see how many volunteers are interested 
in this team you will have the opportunity to sign up 
for a given number of days. We generally have 5 to 6 
volunteers per day.

There will be a mandatory training session in 
late January or early February. We will need a fi rm 
commitment from volunteers but if for any reason you 
aren’t able to work on a day that you have signed up 
for we ask you contact another trained volunteer to fi ll 
your slot or if you give us a 24 hour notice we will fi nd 
a substitute for you.

Watch for notices in the coming months regarding a 
greenhouse volunteer training session and greenhouse 
clean up (cleaning and disinfecting interior of walls, 
tables, fans etc.)

Looking forward to another great greenhouse season.
Wendy May & Linda McCann
Field Trial/Greenhouse Co-chairs

HISTORY CORNER
Let’s take a stroll through the years that create a 

tapestry of events at Synder Park.  This beautiful 
park has been a wonderful retreat for people to relax 
and enjoy nature.  The abundance of trees on the 
property has always given shade to the person who 
picnics on the grass or the fi sherman on the banks of 
Buck Creek.  At one time there were more fl owers in 
the park, especially near the arch.  The lagoon was 
a place where boaters rowed and listened to music 
from the band box and couples left their initials on the 
trunks of trees along the banks for future romantics 
to see.  Oh what stories these trees could tell if they 
could talk!  As we continue our stroll, we cross the 
ornate metal bridge and proceed to the playground 
area where generations of children have played.  A 
shelter house stood there waiting for the family 
reunions that would be reenacted for many years.  
What an ideal place to entertain the whole family with 
tennis courts, shuffl e board  courts and at one time the 
horseshoe range.  Yes, the ringing of metal horseshoes 
and shouts of men trying to best each other at an age 
old game.  We no longer hear the clank of a ringer 
but, what a wonderful piece of history that game 
was at the park.  The golf course was considered one 
of the best in the area by some golfers and the club 
house was an attraction all its own.  These events 
and sites are just a few of the memories Snyder Park 
holds in the days of its history.  For years the lagoon 
was used as an ice rink if the ice was thick enough to 
support skaters.  Bonfi res along the bank were ideal 
places to warm up, drink hot chocolate and roast 
marshmellows.  My family has so many memories 
of the time we shared at this beautiful park.  How 
about you, what do you remember?  Take a little stroll 
through the time you have shared at Synder Park.

Betty J. Grimes, Historian

Snyder Park Arch from Pinterest.com
Marie McDermott, Chicago IL
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MGVs making fl oral arrangements for the Vice Presidents luncheon at Farm Science Review.
pictures from Nancy Best

 FOCUS ON LOCAL 
SPEAKER SERIES

Focus on Local continues with a speaker series to 
introduce you to some local food producers.  At each 
presentation you will have the opportunity to meet 
your local food producers, hear about their farm, and 
their philosophy about local and why it’s important to 
them and our community.  They will have samples for 
us to try and products to purchase at the presentation.  
It will be a fun food event and a chance to support 
our local food businesses.

All meetings will be at OSU Extension, 3130 East 
Main Street, Springfi eld, OH  45503 in the large 
conference room.  All meetings will be from 6:30-
7:30- Except the November Meeting which will be 
at 5:30-6:30.  Each meeting = 1 hr. CE Credit.
Wednesday, November 12, 2014.   ENJAMBMENT 
– A Shawnee High School English Teacher, Liz 
Nelson, turns her love of local and seasonal food in 
JAM!!
5:30-6:30 p.m. before the Master Gardener Meeting

Thursday, December 4, 2014.  SWISHER HILL 
HERBS – A former Master Gardener, Charlene 
Stapleton will discuss her salt free culinary herb 
blends, dried herbs, herb plants, fresh herbs, and all 
the products she cultivates on their farm.  6:30 – 7:30

Thursday, January 8, 2015.  RUE FARMS RUSTIC 
POTATO CHIPS – Jeannie Rue will share with 
us their all natural homemade potato chips made 
from non-GMO locally grown russet potatoes from 
Michael’s in Urbana.

Thursday, February 12, 2015.  STAR DANCER 
CREAMERY – Sondra Guenther will tell us how she 
specializes in happy cows who give great milk and share 
the products they make with it – milk of course!, yogurt 
and smoothies.

Thursday, March 5, 2015.  FLYING MOUSE FARMS 
– Michele Burns will share the process of making maple 
syrup from the trees on their organic farm, which grows 
organic produce during the rest of the season.

Thursday, April 9, 2015.  JC GROWERS – Carla Miller 
will introduce us to her farm where she raises chemical 
free produce, specializing in garlic.  She will share dif-
ferent garlic varieties with us and the many products she 
makes from it.

Thursday, May 7, 2015.  RUNNING BARE RANCH 
– Dan Accurso’s farm produces organically raised bison 
and will share the “bison bits” of how bison is a healthy 
alternative to other meat products.
Susie Broidy and Pam Thullen

HEADS UP FOR DECEMBER-WE WILL 
BE MAKING SWAGS AT THE CANCER 
CENTER

We will be needing donations of greenery from your 
own landscapes- plus we will be cutting at Hrinko’s.  
Also help will be needed for making the Swags on 
December 4 at the Cancer Center.  More info later!! 



PLANT OF THE MONTH:PLANT OF THE MONTH:
VERBASCUM (ver-BASS-kum)
Mullein

A number of years ago, a friend of 
mine asked me to help her design a 
garden area in her backyard.  She left 
it up to me to pick out plants for the 
garden except she had one request.  
She really wanted to have some 
mullein plants.  She liked the texture 
of the leaves and the tall, yellow 
fl owers.  I must admit I would never 
have thought of using these plants.

Verbascum Thapsus (common 
mullein) is a species of mullein 
native to Europe, northern Africa, 
and Asia, and introduced in the 
Americas and Australia.

The Verbascum genus has many 
species grown in gardens, most 
of them are biennial.  Like many 
biennial species, it shoots up a tall 
fl owering spike from a basal rosette 
of oblong leaves.  The plant can 
range in height from 3 to 6 feet.  The 
foliage is covered with feltlike, gray-
yellow hairs.  Clusters of saucer-
shaped, yellow fl owers appear in mid 
to late summer.

The color and texture of this semi-evergreen 
perennial’s wooly leaves create interest in winter 
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and spring, followed during summer by the tall 
architectural, spreading fl ower spikes.  Some of the 
newer varieties also have colors in coral/apricot and 
cream.  Cut off faded stems to encourage more to 

develop.
The large leaves, felted 

texture and towering height 
can give them a somewhat 
coarse and wild look for 
design.  You may want to 
use the plants sparingly in 
informal beds and boarders.  
Allow 1 to 2 feet between 
plants.  Grow mulleins in full 
sun in poor or rocky alkaline 
soil with good drainage.  
More fertile soils will cause 
them to grow larger and 
require staking.

Mulleins are widely used 
for herbal remedies and are 
especially recommended for 
coughs and related problems.  
The plant has also been used 
to make dyes and torches.

This plant has many 
nicknames such as Hig 
candlewick and Cowboy toilet 
paper.  Presumably cowboys 
used it as toilet paper.  How’s 
that for a closing thought?

                                      Dot Burkholder

Photo from Wikimedia Commons

MGV participants at Altrusa 
International of Springfi eld’s corporate 

spelling bee, the “Literacy Sting”.
pictures from Nancy Best



Garden clean upGarden clean up
Wednesday, November 5Wednesday, November 5

9 am - Noon9 am - Noon
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