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Blades and Blooms

Mark Your Calendar!

July 2015
1 9-12 Garden Clean-up
2 9-12 Helpline
3 Independence Day Observed, Office

Closed
6 9-12 Helpline
8 6 pm Genreral Meeting .  Note New

location:  Snyder Park Clubhouse
9 9-12 Helpline

9-12 Utzinger Clean-up
10 9:30 am-12 pm Fair Flower Show Mtg.
13 9-12 Helpline
16 9-12 Helpline
18 3-6 pm Wine Event
19 Fair Flower Show
20 9-12 Helpline

B&B Articles Due
22 9-12 Utzinger Clean-up
23 9-12 Helpline

9:30 am Fair Flower Show Set-up
24-31 Clark County Fair
24 1:30-8:30 pm Exhibitors Check-In  for Fair

Flower Show
25-31 Fair Flower Show
27 9-12 Helpline
30 9-12 Helpline
August 1 Fair Flower Show Tear Down
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Master Gardener Volunteers planting a new
flower bed in front of the Snyder Park Club-
house.  Picture courtesy of Tom Davidson.

Reference President's Message.  Canada Thistle patch.
Picture courtesy of Tom Davidson.



Pam’s Posies
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Dear Master Gardener Volunteers;

It seems like it was a long time coming (and it was!),
but we have finally broken ground and started
planting at Snyder Park!  Though some of the
gardens are temporary (field trials and plantings
around the clubhouse), they look fantastic and
feedback thus far has been overwhelmingly positive.
Everywhere I go around town I find that people are
asking about the project and giving encouragement.
This past week, I was picking up some produce and
the owner of the farm said that two MGVs were just
in and were really excited and proud of what has
been accomplished.  That makes me feel good!
The show of support is swelling.

In addition to the gardens, the wine event committee
is moving forward nicely.  Plans are to unveil the
Master Plan for the gardens that afternoon.  Jeannie
has assured me that we can hit that target date.
Trees are being cut down now and excavation will
begin soon.  Once we get some of this prep work
done, we can begin planting the early Ohio Settler’s
garden.  The turf plots are likely to go in this fall due
to weather and seeding schedule.  Once we have
the Master Plan and the conceptual designs, we can
begin raising money for the project.

Plans are underway to move the contents of the
barn the first of July.  Carolyn has been working to
get committee chairs to get barn contents ready to
move.  The Pride Crew will be helping move the
contents the first week in July.

We have come a long way since we learned about
having to move the garden.  We have hit a few
bumps in the road as well.  However, we are in a
good spot right now and prepped to make this a
great location not only for our community but for
those from out of town.  Our goal is to make this a
destination---a place where people want to come
periodically to see what’s going on.  We are already
on the path to that goal.  I have stopped by the
gardens several times, and each time there is
someone in that area of the park.  The dog park has
visitors each time I am there.  There is hardly a time
I drive by the playground when it’s empty; the splash
park will soon open.  That entire area of Snyder Park
is experiencing quite a renewal.

(continued on page 3)

     It is nice that we are having rain to water the
Victory Garden, Field Trials, and flower beds around
the Snyder Park Clubhouse.  We are hoping it stops
for the picnic on Saturday at the Polo Club and for the
Dayton Air Show. The nice thing about rain is it makes
it easier to pull-up weeds by the roots. The bad news
about rain is it really helps weeds germinate and grow.
Fran and I have a great crop of Red Root Pigweed,
Giant Ragweed, Lambs Quarter, and Canada Thistle
growing in our newly seeded, bee pollinator garden.
      As a Master Gardener, I now recognize these
young weeds, and I stop to pull weeds every time I
walk past the newly seeded plot. Life was simpler
when I didn’t recognize weeds from flowers! In the
pre-master gardener days, I considered Canada
Thistle a pretty purple addition to the landscape and
enjoyed watching the goldfinchs eating the seeds.
This year I mowed and rototilled an area where thistle
had been growing and planted a pumpkin patch with
my grandkids.  Today there are hundreds of young
thistle coming up everywhere. This month’s gardening
tip:  Do not rototill Canada Thistle!
    Fran and I planted the left over sedums, cone
flowers and Russian Sage from Gateway Learning
Gardens for our bees.  These plants provide nectar
and pollen later in the year when many other flowers
are finished and bees need to store food for winter.
We dug quite a few and already have one red and one
white coneflower blooming.  These are hybrids, and
we plan to observe if bees like hybrids as well as the
"native" light purple coneflowers.
     Unfortunately, Fran and I will be out of Ohio during
the Wine Tasting fundraiser July 18 at 3-6  p.m. in
front of the Snyder Park Clubhouse.  Thank you to
Susie and Steve Broidy, Sally Day, and everyone who
is working to make it a success.
    The Clark County Master Gardener Volunteers and
OSU Extension staff should be proud of the progress
this year at Snyder Park.  What a difference a couple
of days of planting have made. The flower beds and
planters look great around the clubhouse, the Victory
Garden is lush, and the trial gardens are in. Thanks
for Pam’s efforts to prepare a spot to plant the trials
and all the work volunteers have provided to make a
great start. Thank you to Pam Thullen for designing
the flower beds and teaching this boater another
meaning for drift.
      Start planning your entries for the Clark County
Fair, July 24 – 31, and use plenty of sunscreen this
summer.

Tom Davidson, Pesident

President’s Message:



Jo's Notes:
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Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteeer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension

Carolyn's
 Corner

Be sure to come to the July meeting as I will be
sharing with you the vision of the entire Buck Creek
Corridor.  It’s exciting to see what “might be” for our
community.  I am sure you all have experienced the
naysayers--- those who don’t have anything good to
say about our community.  Clark County is poised
for great things, and a lot of people are working hard
to make this happen.  I am proud to say that MGVs
of Clark County are part of this effort.

Thanks for all you do.  The overwhelming support
while planting the field trials and around the club-
house makes me stop and marvel at your commit-
ment to making our community a better place to
live.  You are truly awesome, and I am so grateful
for my job and the opportunity to work with you.

Sincerely,

Pam

Garden Walks
The first garden walk of
the season will be
Thursday, June 25 at
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm in
Snyder Park.  We will
meet everyone at the
Golf Clubhouse.  Re-
freshments will be available courtesy of Carlene
Grassle.  Kathy and Carolyn will introduce guests to
our new venue and point out some “good bugs” and
some “bad bugs.” Guests will be able to see the
beginning stage of the new garden development.
Everyone welcome. Save this date for the August
Garden Walk:   August 6.  CE Credits - 2 Hours.

New Interns
The garden intern this summer is Erin Ruby, a
Cedarville College student.  She is working at Snyder
Park and Gateway:  watering, weeding, and keeping
the places neat and tidy.  She is also available to the
Victory Garden if they need some help. She is doing a
good job getting the barn ready for moving the con-
tents.

I am pleased to have Erin with us this summer and
think you will be pleased with her personality and work
ethic.

Field Trials
The plants are doing well and are surviving all the
downpours we have had this week.  So far I have not
noticed any deer damage.  Keep your fingers crossed
that our luck holds out.  We are having a lot of grass
popping up in the beds.  We have to take care of this
ASAP.

Thank you to all volunteers who worked on some part
of this project.  Planting day went very smoothly and
we could all sit down and enjoy a great lunch.  Good
job!

July General Meeting
The General Meeting this month will be at the Snyder
Park Club House, on Wednesday, July 9 at 6:30 pm.
Come and see what changes have happened since
you last saw the site of the new gardens. See you all
there.

Thoughts and Prayers

Jim Johnson, Class of 1993, passed away.  He had
been inactive for many years.  The address is 259
Bridge Street, Cedarville, OH 45314.

Reminder:  All fees for recertification, programs, events, etc.
that are sponsored by the Master Gardeners of Clark County
need to be payable to Master Gardeners of Clark County and
mailed to Master Gardeners of Clark County, PO Box 158,
Springfield, OH  45501-0158.  OSU Extension cannot accept
any checks for the Master Gardeners.  Thank you.



Helpline has been active all of June.  The calls have
been a few each day, about 4 to 8 calls each day---
must be the weather.

There are only 4 openings for volunteers to man the
Helpline in August:  August 20, 24, 27, and 31st.
August is the last month for Master Gardeners to work
the Helpline this season.  If you would like to man the
Helpline, call me (324-5344 Rick) or sigm-up on the
ohiovolunteersystem.org.  July is completely manned.

     JULY
    Mondays Thursdays

July 2   Kris Webb
July 5   Bonnie Martens July 9   Kris Webb
July 13 Dianne Champney July 16 Kris Webb
July 20 Dianne Champney July 23 Jane Malowney
July 27 Dianne Champney July 30 Kris Webb

Remember:  A wise man will never plant more veg-
etables than his wife can care for.
Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
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HELPLINE

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

FIELD TRIALS/GREENHOUSE

June has been a wild month!  Thanks to our design
team of Pam Thullen and Becky Miller, we were able
to use a variety of perennials from Gateway plus
some annuals left over from field trials planting for
some beautiful garden beds around the clubhouse
and beyond.   What a great crew we had!  Many
MGVs pitched in to dig, haul, and plant.  If you haven’t
been to Snyder Park to see how pretty it is, go!

In between rain events, the Perennial Committee has
managed to move all our blue-flagged herbaceous
plants from the Gateway Learning Gardens to tempo-
rary “homes.”  The remaining plants from Gateway
were then temporarily housed at Pam Thullen’s
house.  A special thanks to Pam and Tom for allowing
us to heel-in our plants, and a really special thanks to
Kyle Thullen, their son, for caring for these plants
while Pam and Tom were vacationing.

We will continue to be busy weeding, mulching, etc.
with the immediate goal of keeping the clubhouse
area beautiful for the Wine in the Park event on July
18.  Keep tuned-in to emails to keep abreast of work
days since we have needed to be quite spontaneous
for a variety of reasons!
If you are wondering why you are not getting Perennial
Committee emails, it may be that you have not clicked
on “volunteer” on the VMS under Projects:   Perennial

PERENNIAL PLANT & BARN SALE

Dear Volunteers who received field trial plants,

We hope you are enjoying your plants. Please stack
all 4 inch pots, trays, and labels along the west wall
behind the red barn at Snyder Park (between the dog
park and the barn). As a help to our cleaning crew,
please give them a quick rinse before returning.  Staff
is asking that no other pots/containers be left at
Snyder Park or Gateway Gardens at this time.

Thanks,

Linda McCann and Wendy May

Thanks to everyone who has contributed food so far.
Is it just us, or does everyone think that the quality of
MGV cooking is directly proportionate to MGV interest
in horticulture?! As we get closer to the July General
Meeting, we will be sending out the list of volunteers
for that meeting. If anyone knows of local berry grow-
ers that might have berries available in time for the
July meeting, please contact Natheta Mercer
(325.5202 or emnm1960@att.net), Deb Dean
(605.7402 or duck6012@yahoo.com), or Susie Broidy
(937.344.8606 or yellowwoodstudio@yahoo.com),
and let us know.

Thanks.
Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean

Committee.  That will be the only way to stay informed
on a  regular basis concerning our committee activi-
ties.  Then if you move on to other interests, you can
always click on “unvolunteer.”  Happy Gardening

Kathy McConkey and Dot Burkholder



We are the luckiest committee tri-chairs EVER!  Seri-
ously, if there were such a thing as a Master Gardener
pope, we would have him/her confer sainthood on the
persons who showed up for work day on Thursday.
Everyone worked in the HEAT and WEEDS and BUGS
and SUN, and the garden is really shaping up well.
Also, a big shout-out to Wendy May and the green-
house guys and gals for giving us the BEST SELEC-
TION EVER of gorgeous left-over greenhouse flowers.
It was like being let loose at the Chelsea Flower Show
(I had to throw that in, Lois O'Keefe) except everything
was FREE!  Anyway, we cannot thank you all enough
for your help and dedication and love (along with us) of
Utzinger Garden.  If you have never seen Utzinger, it is
open Monday - Friday from 8:30 AM  until 4:00 PM at
the Molly Caren Farm on SR38 at US40 in Madison
County.  Each day it improves a little more.  Thanks
again to everyone!

The Utzinger Garden continues to shape-up despite a
very late start.  Now, we are not disparaging the rains,
but it seems that the wet stuff favors the weeds!  And,
while the weed-pulling is easier when it's wet, keeping
up with said weeds is a bit difficult; so, our sincere
thanks to those garden area persons who have faith-
fully taken care of their areas!  As always, everyone is
welcome to come to the garden at any time and admire
all the new developments and the beauty that is
Utzinger. Also, thanks to the Executive Committee for
approving funds for a new refrigerator, water and
coffee.  You guys rock!

The next Utzinger workday is Wednesday, June24,
2015, from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.  There are still
plants from the greenhouse for the (Utzinger Garden)
taking, and also a few left-over perennials from Gate-
way Learning Gardens; they are all QUALITY plants!
And, we have a new intern, who will be at the work day
to meet everyone and help where needed. Things are
shaping up more every day, but there are still a few
weed and pruning issues to be addressed.  And, if
there are enough leftovers from the picnic, we will have
lunch!  Please bring a chair if you have one as the
OSU crew is tearing off the roof of the gazebo, so it
might be unavailable for our regular rest stop.

Thanks to everyone.  See you all Wednesday!

Natheta Mercer, Donna, Myers, Marilyn Hinderer, and
Deb Dean
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UTZINGER

SEEDS

I want to start with a warm welcome to Connie Kersey
as a seasonal assistant to the SEEDS Program as soon
as all paper work goes through!  She will start by being
introduced to all 25 gardens as we start our garden visits
for the summer.

Food Summit plans are underway.   We are arranging for
the speakers, exhibitors, publicity, etc.  Please put
November 14th on your calendars so that you will be
able to attend.  It will be held at Springfield High School.
It will be informative as well as fun and, of course, the
food will be local and delicious!

Our Focus on Local Speakers Series, or what is becom-
ing known as the Slow Food Group, will be starting up
again soon.  Please watch for information about this on
the VMS.

Susie Broidy

VICTORY GARDEN

The Victory Garden looks great, but has a few problems
with groundhogs (big ones), deer, and a few rabbits.  If
you have not seen the garden lately, come on out.  It is
located behind the white barn along the levy.  Harvesting
should start around the end of July, and we will need a lot
of help.  Emails will be sent out when we start picking.
There is a pile of mulch that can be used on the V. Garden.
Put it where you think it will do the most good in the
garden.

Thank you

Ed Wosniak and Rick McKinstry



Save the Date!!

 On July 18th, there will be a Wine Event fund
raiser at Snyder Park for the gardens from 3:00
to 6:00 p.m.  Pre-registration is required and
seating will be limited to 100 people.  Cost will
be $50.00 per person and will include fine
wines from three area wineries and very good
local food! Learn more about wine from local
and national experts.

Susan Broidy
Program Assistant
SEEDS Community Garden Program
OSU Extension Clark County

CLARK COUNTY FAIR FLOWER SHOW
COMMITTEE

The final Fair Flower Show Committee meeting prior
to the 2015 Clark County Fair will be held on Friday,
July 10, 2015 at 9:30 a.m.  We will be completing our
plans for the Flower Show and scheduling volunteers.
Additionally, we will be completing our items for our
silent auction which will be new to the Flower Show
this year.

If you have any items that you wish to donate for our
Silent Auction, please bring them to the General
Meeting on Wednesday, July 8, 2015.  You may also
drop items off at OSU Extension office.  We will be
picking these items up no later than Thursday, July 16,
2015. We will have an OSU “garden” as one of our
offerings for the Silent Auction.

The schedule will be available to all MGVs to volunteer
at the General Meeting on July 8th.  We hope that even
if you will not be able to volunteer at the Fair, that you
will come out and visit the Flower Show, or that you
did get your Exhibitors Tickets (last date June 30th).
See you at the Fair!

Becky Menozzi

Happy Birthday to...

2nd Sydney Axtell
4th Ron Kurth
6th Nancy Hobbs
7th Rita Dalton
9th Deb LeMelle
11th Billie Pfeifer
19th Charles Morris
22nd Kathy Mark
30th George B. Simon II
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PLANT OF THE MONTH:

O beautiful for spacious skies
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountains majesty
Above thy fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed his grace on thee
And crown thy good with brother-
hood
From sea to shining sea!

WORMWOOD, MUGWORT
ARTEMISIA (ar-teh-MEEZ-ee-uh)

Wormwood.   This name could give you visions of a
piece of wood filled with lots of worms.

Wormwood (Artemisia absinthium) is a woody
perennial plant with thin, silver-grey leaves.  It is
hardy in zones 4 through 8.  The leaves of this
wormwood plant contain a chemical substance
called absinthe which at one time was used to flavor
an alcoholic beverage of the same name.

Wormwood is a poor companion around edible plants
in vegetable and herb gardens. The natural chemical
substance contained within the leaves washes into
the soil with heavy rains. This chemical inhibits the
growth of garden plants, especially fennel, sage,
caraway, and anise.  Plant this perennial with estab-
lished ornamental plants.

There are many varieties of Artemisia, also known as
mugwort and wormwood plant.  One of the most
common varieties grown for its sweet-smelling,
silvery foliage is sweet wormwood (A.annua) or the
Sweet Annie plant.  Growing sweet Annie and other
wormwood plants is easy.  They add interest in nearly
any garden and are quite adaptable and hardy plants.
Some varieties are considered invasive.

Wormwood or Sweet Annie should be planted in a
sunny location that has well-drained soil.  This plant
does not like being overly wet.  Wormwood is usually
planted in the spring.  If you start plants from seed,
sow the small seeds in flats and set them in the
garden well after the last frost.

Wormwood plants don’t require much care after they
are established.  You can  fertilize once a year.  You
can also do some light pruning to keep the plants
from becoming unruly.Wormwood plants don’t have
many disease problems other than root rot caused by
overly wet soil.  Their scented foliage also deters
many garden pests.

Many years ago a friend of mine told me how she
loved to smell a Sweet Annie wreath.  At that time I
was working at JVS (now CTC), and I asked the
horticulture teacher for some information.  He gave

me a Sweet Annie wreath and some seeds or plants
(don’t remember which), and I used these plants to
screen the front of a compost pile.  Boy, did they grow.
Later on, I moved the location of the compost pile and
began the job of pulling up all those plants.  Guess
what I’m still pulling up Sweet Annie plants; however, I
still want a few of these plants.

When drying Sweet Annie, place branches in small
bundles and hang upside down in a dark, well-venti-
lated area for about two to three weeks or until dry.

Dot Burkholder
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Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH  45505
www.twitter.com) user name OSUEclarkcounty

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension Office, 3130
East Main Street, Springfield, OH 45505, 937-521-3860.  The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

Garden Clean-Up
July 1st, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information:
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity


