
President’s Message
     First, I want to thank Karen Neer and her committee 
for all their hard work and effort  putting on another 
great Recognition Celebration with great food, great 
fun, and great friends.  Thank you all so much.
     It’s sure tough thinking about gardening when 
everything is snow and ice covered and temps are in 
the single digits. As I write this on Feb. 22, it’s pretty 
nasty, but this time of year things can change quickly, 
up or down. According to accu-weather it looks like 
we will be getting up to the 50’s by the 10th of the 
month. What a relief.  The Beekeeping Workshop that 
was scheduled for Feb.21 had to be postponed due to 
nasty weather but is rescheduled for Sat., April 4. I 
know you will enjoy this class if you have an interest 
in beekeeping.  Half the cost is an excellent book on 
basic beekeeping which is easy to read and follow. 
It would make a nice gift also. The workshop will 
be very informative and earns 5 hours continuing 
education.  Between this, the Perennial Flower School, 
and the Backyard Vegetable Workshop, you can have 
your C/E hours knocked out in March. Don’t hesitate 
to recommend them to your friends; they will enjoy the 
workshops. I am looking forward to them.  I am really 
looking forward to spring.  I’ve had enough of the cold 
and snow.
Phil Young, your 2015 president

Mark Your Calendar!

2	 10-12  Staff Office Conference
3	 9-12  Greenhouse work day
4	 9-12 Garden Clean up 
5	 8:30-4:15  Perennial Flower School 
	 6:30 Focus on Local; Flying Mouse Farms
6	 1-3  Wildflower Walk
8	 Spring Forward - Daylight Saving Time
9	 1-4  GLG planning meeting 
	 4-6  Board of Trustee meeting
10	 9-12  Greenhouse work day
11	 9-12  SEEDS at Wittenberg 
	 4:45-5:45  Perennial Committee Meeting 
	 6-6:30  Social 
	 6:30  General Meeting
12	 9-12  Greenhouse work day
13	 9-12  Seeding at Wittenberg 
	 9:30-12  Fair Flower Show meeting 
	 1-3  Wildflower Walk
14	 9-3  Backyard Veg Garden Workshop
16	 1-2  Garden Fling meeting 
	 2-3  Victory Garden meeting
17	 9-12  Greenhouse work day
18	 10-12 Herb Committee Meeting
19	 9-12  Greenhouse work day
20	 1-3  Wildflower Walk
23	 10-12  Early Ohio Settlers meeting 
	 1-4  GLG planning meeting
24	 9-12  Greenhouse work day
25	 9-12  Utzinger Clean up 
	 6:30  Focus on Local - Star Dancer Creamery
26	 9-12  Greenhouse work day
27	 1-3  Wildflower Walk
31	 9-12  Greenhouse work day

March

http://osu.edu/topics/horticulture/blades-blooms-newsletters.
Follow us on Twitter (www.twitter.com) our user name is OSUEclarkcounty
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Pam’s Posies

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension2

Dear MGVs,
Congratulations to all of our newly certified 

MGVs!  We all thank you for wanting to continue on 
the MGV journey.  I can never thank our volunteers 
enough for all they do.  The support that MGVs give 
to OSU Extension 
is overwhelming.  
You make the 
horticulture 
program in Clark 
County thrive.  
If you ever have 
concerns or 
comments about 
the program in 
general or the direction of the program, I want to 
hear from you.  I want to provide the best volunteer 
opportunity for you as possible.  Again, thank you 
for all your time and commitment to the Ohio State 
University Extension Master Gardener Volunteer 
program.

As I write this note, I am preparing to take another 
group of excited MGVs from around Ohio to Ecuador 
for our global community service efforts.  We are all 
looking forward to this trip and we have two locals 
going with us this year: Connie Kersey, Clark County 
MGV, as well as one of our local farmers, Brian 
Baker.  I hope in the future that many of you would 
consider this opportunity for international outreach 
and learning about the culture of the Andes.

Thanks to Deb Dorsey and Fabenne Brandenburg 
for going with me to Columbus for the Legislative 
Luncheon in Feb.   It was a great event, and all three 
of our representatives were able to meet with us and 
learn more about our great Extension programs.  Any 
time you see Senator Widener or Representatives 
Kyle Koehler or Bob Hackett, please tell them thanks 
for supporting OSU Extension.

Plans for the new gardens at Snyder Park are 
moving forward slowly, but nonetheless moving.  
By the end of March, I hope to have a completed 
design (or very close to it) and then move on to the 
fundraising component.

It’s an exciting but busy year for our MGV 
program.  It’s also an exciting and busy year for OSU 
Extension!  We will be replacing recently retired 
Carol Miller and hiring an additional 4-H Youth 
Development Educator.  

Again, I am so grateful to you for all you give, 
not only to the program but to me personally.  Your 
support, kind words of encouragement, and much 
more make my job enjoyable.  I consider myself 
incredibly fortunate to live in this community and 
have a job that I love.  I hope that all of you love 
what you do for our program as well.
Sincerely, 
Pam
Gateway Learning Gardens

We have been working with Jeannie Martin, the 
Landscape Architect, on the master plan.  It’s taken a 
little bit of time, but we have finally determined the 
location of four of our gardens.  The first priorities 
this season will be the field trials, turf plot, Victory 
Garden, and if possible, the Early Ohio Settlers 
Garden.  We also hope to get some perennial beds 
established as well as spruce up the area around the 
clubhouse.

We completed a large portion of marking the 
current trees; we still have some more to do.  If you 
are interested, contact Carolyn and let her know.  We 
will go out again as soon as a nice day is forecast,  
hopefully before May!  It’s not hard to do with the 
GPS that we are using; the biggest challenge is 
identifying the species without the leaves.  However, 
as a group, we were able to get them all identified in 
the area that we are working in.  Jeannie then plotted 
the trees on the design and then completed a sun 
analysis.  This was fascinating, and I hope to share a 
little bit of this at the March meeting.

At this time, the next GLG meetings are on hold 
until Jeannie has a chance to work her design magic.  
She had to get the above-mentioned gardens sited 
first and the trees identified before she could move 
forward.  Things might move a little faster this year.  
I will give a complete update at the March meeting.  

I also want to thank the committee for being 
committed to the effort.  All of you have taken the 
responsibility seriously and have attended all, if not 
most, of the meetings.  This really helps to make 
this process a little easier.  As you can tell, design by 
committee is not always easy, and not everyone is 
going to be 100% satisfied.  However, we have great 
people and all are willing to compromise for the big 
picture - THANKS!  Pam



Welcome  Volunteers Coming Back from Inactive 
Status
Anne Joyce
John Massie
Susan Newell

New Actives for the 2015 
Jean Ann Baker
Sheila Drennen
Claudia Fett
Mindy Foley
Katherine Frazier
Dorothy Gordon
Jean Hardin
Kathy Mark
Mary Ellen Martin
Virginia Mattimore
Jan O’Neill
Marilyn Ryan
Sonya Ryhal
Peggy Shank
Rachel Stridsberg
Sherri Summers
Kris Webb

Carolyn’s Corner
Summer Garden Internship
Full-time, temporary Summer Assistant for the 
Gardens

Duties include:  100% general garden maintenance, 
working with Master Gardener Volunteers of Clark 
County to ensure that the new garden at Snyder 
Park is in top-notch appearance, including weeding, 
watering, fertilizing, mulching, planting, harvesting 
vegetables, pest management (not including spraying 
pesticides), and follow-up at the end of the season 
to evaluate success.  For the summer of 2015, 
maintenance of the Gateway Learning Garden 
may be required.  The person must be available 
to work weekend hours, generally in the morning 
for approximately 3 hours, to water.  The work 
is outdoors, weather permitting, and the work is 
physical.  Some heavy lifting required; must be able 
to lift at least 50 pounds.
38 hours per week, May through September
Pay scale:  $8.10 - $9.10 per hour
Committee Chairs

Chairpersons, please put your committee meetings 
on the VMS calendar.  It is important that everyone 
knows the time and place for the meetings.  As 
a 501(c)(3) organization, we must abide by the 
“sunshine laws,” and meetings must be open to 
everyone.  All volunteers can go to any meetings and 
may become a member of any committee.

Volunteers on Inactive Status 
Frank Demma
Sheryl Kolarsky
Roz Mader
Eydie Cox
Claudia Massie
Lisa Osman
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Jo’s Notes:
Thought and Prayers
Karen Duncan had both knees replaced recently.   
Karen’s address is 500 North Fountain Avenue, 
Springfield, OH 45504.

Betty Grimes has been sick.  Her address is 1206 
Heard Ave., Springfield, OH 45506.

Master Gardener Volunteers
Pam has signed her new book, Garden-pedia for each 
of you.  They were given out at the Feb. 9th Recogni-
tion Celebration. 
If you did not attend or left early, your book is by the 
MGV Personal File cabinet in Kathy McConkey’s 
office/Horticulture library/HelpLine room at OSU 
Extension, Clark County.
Please pick up as soon as possible.



Committee Reports:
Garden Fling

A Garden Fling meeting will be held in the OSU 
large extension conference room on March 16, 
2015 at 1:00.  The Garden Fling will be held on 
April 11, 2015 at Kenton Ridge High School, one 
week later than previous years due to the Easter 
weekend conflict.  All Master Gardeners are 
welcome to attend.

Ed Wozniak / Jean Rickards

seeds committee
The SEEDS Committee met February 18th for 

their organizational meeting.  We currently have 
28 community gardens.  Dates are scheduled for 
seed starting and transplanting at the Wittenberg 
greenhouse. 
SEEDS is sponsoring an all- day Backyard 

Vegetable Garden Workshop on Saturday, March 
14th at Springfield High School. There will be 
presentations on Soil Preparation; Organics –Pros 
and Cons; Edibles Not in Your Landscape; Urban 
Farming; Extending the Season; and Unique 
Vegetables. There will be something for everyone 
whether you are a new or experienced gardener. 
We hope to see you there.
Our Focus on Local Speakers Series features two 

local food producers in March.  Michele Burns 
from Flying Mouse Farm will share the making of 
maple syrup from trees on their farm at 6:30-7:30 
on Thursday, March 5th.  Star Dance Creamery 
will give a presentation about their dairy and the 
products they make with the milk on Wednesday, 
March 25th at 6:30 -7:30.  Both presentations 
will be in the large conference room at OSU 
Extension. Bring your family and friends and 
come and support our local growers/businesses.
Watch the VMS for more information and 

upcoming events.
Susie Broidy and Pam Thullen
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field Trip committee
Our first field trip will be April 15th. We will be 

taking a road trip to, hold on to your hats, the 2015 
Cincinnati Flower Show! 

Yep, you heard us right.  The flower show is back, 
and we can’t wait to go.

Early bird tickets are $15.00 per person if you buy 
them before March 31st. After that, they cost $20 at 
the gate.

So, if you would like to spend the day at an event 
that promises to be better than ever, go to this website 
to pay for your early bird ticket:

http://cincinnatihorticulturalsociety.com/
cincyflowershow/2015-event/

Scroll down to the bottom of the page and click on 
“Ticket Page” to pay by credit card or call (866) 568-
5189 to purchase.

Let me know that you are planning to come. You 
can e-mail me at daytwo@sbcglobal.net. That way, I 
can keep a head count.

We will car pool and leave from the extension 
office.  Gates open at 10:00 a.m. so we will leave 
around 9:00 from the back parking lot.

Please dress comfortably according to the weather! 
Hats, jackets, umbrellas might be needed!

More day trips are in the planning stages so stay 
tuned.
Hope you can join us,
Sally Day and Terry Reid

helpline
Only one more month till helpline begins for the 

season.  We have only 4 days open for Helpline 
volunteers in April, only one day in May (Monday 
May 11th), and only Mondays in June are open.  
Helpline is Monday and Thursday mornings from 9 
a.m. to noon, April thru September.  There are 2 ways  
to volunteer: go on the ohio.volunteersystem.org  
site or call me. If you are having trouble using the 
volunteer site, call me and I will walk you through it 
(Rick: 324-5344).  Hurry!  Dates are filling up fast.  
DON’T MISS THE FUN THIS SEASON.
Remember:  Q: What flowers grow on faces? A: 
Tulips (Two-lips)! 
Ed  Wichael & Rick McKinstry



Early Ohio Settlers Garden
It is time to begin to think about spring even 

though we are in the middle of winter and freezing 
temperatures. The organizational meeting for the 
EOSG will be on Monday, March 23rd, from 10-
12 at the Extension office in the small conference 
room. We will take a look at our garden design that 
we produced last fall and see if that is still how we 
want to set up our new garden at Snyder Park. Nancy 
Best, Becky Menozzi, and I have been attending 
the Gateway Learning Gardens meetings with our 
architect designer, Jeanie Martin, and we will give you 
an overview of where our EOSG will go. If you would 
like to join our committee, please plan on attending 
our meeting and get acquainted with the Settlers. I 
would like all of you to bring your ideas for a new and 
better EOSG garden at Snyder Park.
Thanks – Jean Rickards
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perennial plant & barn sale

The great BIG “We’re Moving” Perennial Plant 
& Barn Sale will be Saturday, May 2nd from 9-3 
p.m.  The “Master Gardener Only Plant Sale” will be 
Wednesday, April 29th from 3-6 p.m.*

Thank you to all of those who had suggestions on 
how to implement this BIG moving sale.  Now, we 
just need mother nature to cooperate with a warm, 
sunny spring.   We will be promoting this  as a “Dig 
It” sale.  The bad news is that most of the digging will 
be done by us prior to the sale. I have scheduled work 
days where we will be digging & dividing the plants 
and setting them back in the holes and then covering 
with mulch until the sale.  We will not be potting up 
the plants as in past years.  On sale day, we will just 
be putting them in plastic bags and using colored tape 
as the pricing system.  Check-out and payment will be 
the same as last year.

The workdays are on the VMS and will be 10 a.m. - 
2 p.m. If I need to cancel due to weather, I will let the 
Extension office know by 8:30am and will post it on 
the VMS calendar.  It will be important to get as much 
as we can pre-dug and divided so that sale-day  plant 
selections will be able to be done quickly.  It is going 
to take a huge crew to get this done and ready for 
May 2nd.  I am hoping that this method will protect 
the plants from being trampled and damaged on sale 
day and protect those plants that Kathy has selected  
to be moved to the Snyder Park garden.

To celebrate all the hard work, sweat, and pride that 
we have all put into the beautiful Gateway Gardens, 
we will be holding the first CLARK COUNTY 
MASTER GARDENER ONLY PLANT SALE.  It 
will be held on Wednesday, April 29th from 3-6pm.  
This is also our last garden workday from 10-2 and 
will also give us an hour to get things set up for our 
sale.  This will be your opportunity to take a piece of 
this garden home to your garden.  So, get your pencil 
and paper out to figure out where in your plan you’re 
going to put everything!  Bring your shovels, wagons, 
boxes and bags.

Saturday’s “PP & B Sale” will also include a 
selection of new perennials, a selection of herbs, and 
the Perennial of the Year.  We will also be selling the 
greatest garden gloves.  We will still be holding our 
barn sale (Thank you LaDonna!),  so if you clean out 
your garden sheds and house of garden-like items, 

you have a place to donate them!  They will become 
another person’s treasure, and the money will go to 
support our MG projects!  A win-win!

On Monday & Tuesday, after the sale, we will be 
working with Susie Anderson and her 4H Club’s 
fairground gardens.  The 4-H clubs will be able to dig 
plants to enhance their gardens around the fairgrounds!  
Hopefully, another generation will be bitten by the 
garden bug and the love of gardening!
Perennial Plant and Barn Sale Workdays
	 Monday, April 6    10-2 p.m.
	 Wednesday, April 8    10-2 p.m.
	 Monday, April 13    10-2 p.m.
	 Tuesday, April 14    10-2 p.m.
	 Monday, April 20    10-2 p.m.
	 Wednesday, April 22    10-2 p.m.
	 Monday, April 27   10-2 p.m.
	 Tuesday, April 28    10-2 p.m.
	 *Wednesday, April 29   10-2 p.m. workday; 
  	 Master Gardener Plant Sale 3-6
	 May 1 - set up  3-6 p.m.
	 May 2 - Perennial Plant & Barn Sale 9 a.m.-
	 3 p.m.
	 May 4-5  4-H club’s fairground garden days 		
	 3-6:30 p.m.
Marilyn Hinderer
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Utzinger Garden committee

We’ve got our first cleanup of 2015 scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 25, 9 to noon, weather permitting. 
We have 2 or 3 gardens that we will be renovating 

this spring and at least 2 that will need new 
caretakers. There are lots of exciting, new 
things to look forward to in a really enjoyable 
garden. I do enjoy my time in Utzinger Garden, 
and it’s a super committee to work with. Any 
MGVs who have not worked at Utzinger are 
missing a really enjoyable garden experience. 
See you soon.
Phil Young, Comm. Chair

Fair Flower Show Committee
The Fair Flower Show Committee will have the 

first planning meeting of 2015 on Friday, March 13, 
2015 at 9:30am. We will meet in the small conference 
room.  So, come one, come all, and help us to plan this 
year’s flower show.  All ideas are welcome.  

Please go to the VMS and check to see if you are 
on the FFS committee list.  If you are not on the list 
and want to join us for the Fair Fun, sign up!  See you 
March 13.
Becky Menozzi

Field Trials & Greenhouse

February has gotten the field trial/greenhouse team 
off to a great start. We started on the 3rd with an eager 
crew to tackle all of the things that needed to be done 
to get the greenhouse ready for growing. A really big 
thank you to everyone who was able to come and help 
work. Since then, we moved in supplies and bags of 
potting mix and then bug bombed the whole place to 
get rid of any critters still lurking. Another great big 
thank you to Ron Kurth and Ed Wozniak for their 
invaluable help with that job.
The seeding of the plants began on Feb. 10 and will 
continue through the next few weeks. For those team 
members who haven’t signed up yet on VMS, there 
are still days available to work. 
Co-chairs Wendy May and Linda McCann

social Committee

The theme for the March meeting food donations 
will be “Erin Go Bragh.”  If you want to donate food, 
of any kind, Irish or something green would be good 
(I plan to contribute the large amorphous mass that’s 
been in the back of my refrigerator for a couple of 
years).  On a serious note, we will not pinch if it does 
not meet the “green criteria.”

Please sign up through the VMS, or call or email 
Deb Dean (937) 605-7402, duck6012@yahoo.com or 
Natheta Mercer (937) 325-5202, emnm1960@att.net.  
Thanks.

Happy Birthday...

3	 Lois O’Keefe
4	 Dianne Champney
5	 Rebecca Sirons
6	 Stefan Broidy
7	 Andrea Rak
9	 Phyllis Frysinger
11	 Mindy Foley
18	 Shonil Datta
19	 Sally Day
21	 Robert Harley
24	 Barbara Hall
25	 Wendy May
26	 Denise Harris
27	 Karen Neer



PLANT OF THE MONTH:
VIRGINIA BLUEBELLS 
Mertensia (mer-TEN-see-uh)

In most areas of the country, Virginia bluebells start 
flowering in March or April and disappear by June.  
The plants have smooth, blue-green, deeply veined 
leaves.  Soon after the leaves appear, clusters of pink 
buds form on narrow, arching stalks, then the nodding 
buds open and display lavender-blue, trumpet-shaped 
flowers.  They can grow to 2 
feet tall, but usually they are 
12 to 15 inches high with a 
spread of about a foot.

Bluebells are masters 
of seasonal shade.  They 
unfurl their leaves early to 
take advantage of the sun 
filtering through branches 
of overhanging deciduous 
trees.  When they are done 
blooming, they quickly say 
farewell, turn yellow, and 
disappear from sight.  

Bluebells can’t withstand hot, dry, summer soil 
even when dormant.  The fleshy roots won’t take the 
heat and dryness of a full-sun location.  

Grow Virginia bluebells in humus-enriched, moist 
soil.  They have deep roots and can be hard to move, 
so gather seeds as they ripen and scatter them where 
you want to establish a colony.  It will take a few 
years for the seedlings to begin to flower.  If you 
want to divide an established clump, do it early in 
the spring as soon as you see them poking through.  

You’ll have the best luck with small plants.  These 
plants dislike to be transplanted, so you should 
probably wait until the plants have formed a small 
colony, and you can afford to spare a few.  Dig and 
replant carefully as they go dormant.  The plants will 
self-sow where they are happy and there is not too 
much mulch in the way.  These volunteer seedlings 
are the easiest way to increase a planting.  

It’s nice to plant bluebells among hostas, ferns, 
wild gingers, and other 
shady plants that will 
fill vacant spot for the 
summer.  Leave enough 
space around each clump 
of bluebells so they can 
return uncrowded the 
following spring.  Since 
they go dormant in the 
summer, you may want 
to mark their location so 
you don’t dig them up 
accidently.

When established in 
a shady spot they love, they rarely suffer from any 
problems.
Dot Burkholder

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
As I was weeding (sorting through my stack of 

garden articles), I came across an article that stated 
they had much better luck with Roundup after they 
switched to mixing it with distilled water.  Has 
anyone else tried this method?  If you have, I’d like 
to hear the results in the next Blades & Blooms.
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photo from: Christian Hummert, wikipedia.org

Winter Embroidery

The snow upon the hillsides 
Makes them like great flour sacks 
On which the birds and animals
Have cross-stitched with their tracks. 

THELMA IRELAND

Advance Notice:  DOWNTOWN 
SPRINGFIELD CLEANUP  
APRIL 25,2015

Mark your calendars now to help with this 
important project.   Starts at 8 a.m. with coffee 
and bagels--ends at 11:30 with lunch--more 
information in next month’s Blades & Blooms.
Thank you, 
Natheta Mercer



Committee Reports: (continued)

HERB COMMITTEE
     We will be having a work day on March 18, from 10-12 noon in the small conference room.  We will be 
getting things together for the Herb Workshop on March 21.

Ruth Ann  Rahim and Cindy Schneider

HERB WORKSHOP
     All of our spaces are full for the Herb Workshop.  If you have not sent your check to George, please do 
so as soon as possible as we have people on our waiting list.  Please have your payment to George before 
March 15 as we will be dropping  those who have not paid and adding people from waiting list.

Ruth Ann Rahim and Cindy Schneider

SEEDS COMMUNITY GARDEN PROGRAM

HELP WANTED: PART-TIME, TEMPORARY SUMMER ASSISTANT

Duties:  Help set-up and maintain the 28 community gardens, including seeding, transplanting and deliver-
ing seeds and plants to the gardens.  Help with workshops at Ohio State University Extension and at the 
community garden sites, garden visits and mentoring, as well as assisting with keeping the records organized 
and up-to-date.  Other paper work includes surveys, pre and post.

Other duties will include helping with programs such as the Backyard Vegetable Garden Workshop, the 
Focus on Local Food Summit, the Tomato Bucket Project, and helping to establish gardens at two schools.
20 hours per week, March through October.  Pay Scale:  $8.10 -$9.10 per hour
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2015 UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS

1.  Backyard Vegetable Workshop, March 14, 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., Cost $25.00 at Springfield High School, 701 	
     East Home Road, Springfield, OH.

2.  Beekeeping Workshop, April 4, 9 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Cost:  $55.00 at OSU Extension, 3130 East Main Street,    	
     Springfield, OH.

3.  Garden Fling, April 11, 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Kenton Ridge High School, 4444 Middle Urbana Road, 
     Springfield, OH, Cost:  $7.00. 

4.  Perennial Plant & Barn Sale, May 2, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., 4400 Gateway Blvd., Springfield, OH.

5.  Garden Walks in the Park, June 25 and August 6, meet at Snyder Park at old Golf Clubhouse.  6:30 – 8:30 
     p.m.  Free.
                       
More information/additions/update/registration information: http://clark.osu.edu or call OSU Extension, Clark 
County at 937.521.3860.  



The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension, 3130 East Main 
Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 
information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Garden Clean up 
March 4th 

9-12 am

Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505


