
President’s Message:Mark Your Calendar!

1	 9-12   Garden Clean up 
	 1-3     SEEDS Wittenberg
2	 9-12   Helpline 
	 9-12   Greenhouse work day
3	 1-3     Wildflower walk 
4	 9-3     Beekeeping Workshop
6	 9-12   Helpline 
	 10-12 Office Conference 
	 10-2   Perennial Plant & Barn Sale (PP&B)  
                  workday 
	 1-4     GLG planning meeting
7	 9-12   4-H Flower Beds workday 
	 9-12   Greenhouse work day 
	 1-3     SEEDS Wittenberg
8	 9-10   Fundraising meeting 
	 10-11 Herb committee meeting 
	 10-2   PP&B work day 
	 1-2     Field Trip committee meeting 
	 6:30   Executive Board
9	 9-12   Helpline 
	 9-12   Utzinger Clean-up 
	 9-12   Greenhouse work day 
	 6:30   Focus on Local:JC Growers
10	 9:30-12  Fair Flower Show meeting 
	 1-3     Wildflower Walk 
	 5-6     Garden Fling Set Up
11	 8:30 am - 3  Garden Fling
13	 9-12   Helpline 
	 10-2   PP&B work day
14	 9-12   Greenhouse work day
	 10-2   PP&B work day 
	 6:30 - 8:30 pm 4-H Flower Bed Cmte.
15	 9 - 4   Cincinnati Flower Show trip 
	 9-12   SEEDS Wittenberg 
16	 9-12   Helpline 
	 9-12   Greenhouse work day
17	 1-3     Wildflower Walk
20	 9-12   Helpline 
	 10-2   PP&B work day 
	 1-4    GLG planning meeting
21	 1-3	    Garden Fling meeting 
	 9-12  Greenhouse work day
22	 9-12  Utzinger Clean-up 
	 10-2  PP&B work day
23	 9-12  Helpline 
	 9-12  Greenhouse work day
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24	 1-3    Wildflower Walk
25	 8-3      Downtown Springfield Clean-up
27	 9-12    Helpline 
	 10-2    PP&B work day
28	 9-12    Greenhouse work day 
	 10-2    PP&B work day
29	 10-2    PP&B work day 
	 3-6      Plant sale for Clark County MGVs
30	 9-12    Helpline 
	 9-12    Greenhouse work day
		  	 May
1      3-6      Set-up Perennial Plant & Barn Sale
2      9 - 3    Perennial Plant & Barn Sale
4-5   3-6:30 4-H club’s fairground garden days

April  (continued)

    I finally made it home from the Gulf Coast, I know, 
boohoo. The day we got home it was 40˚ here and 80˚ 
down there. My witch hazel is in full bloom right now.  
Just like last year, it should be long gone. Daffodils are 
up but not much else. Surely spring can't be far away.  
    I was happy to find that 20 out of 23 of my beehives 
made it through winter, about the same as last year; I'm 
very happy with this percentage. Tom and Fran David-
son are doing equally well with their beehives. I think 
we are onto a successful approach. Quite encouraging 
after routinely losing 60 to 70% in the not-to-distant 
past. 
    Enough about me. I hope you all made it though 
winter relatively unscathed. It's always a joy to get in 
the garden in the spring, to watch everything come 
back to life and begin to grow and bloom. 
    I hope to see some of you at the Beekeeping Work-
shop April 4th; it will be very interesting and informa-
tive.  I am really looking forward to the Garden Fling 
on April 11th. There will be great vendors and some 
really enjoyable speakers. Be sure you invite your 
friends and neighbors. 
    See you all in the garden,!
Your 2015 President, Phil Young     



As we evolve from one phase of our 
MGV program to the next, try to look at 
the positive.  I know it’s very hard to say 
goodbye to the old garden and to think 
about all of the work that went into this 
site.  However, a new door has been opened 
for our educational efforts.  We now have 
an incredible canopy on which to design 

our next generation of educational efforts.  It’s 
exciting yet overwhelming at times!  I want it now 
as does everyone else!  I keep reminding myself that 
Gateway wasn’t formed overnight and to take it one 
step at a time!  

Have a great spring!  Anyone have their vegetable 
gardens planted yet?

Pam

Pam’s Posies

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension
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Congratulations to the 
Herb Committee and 
the co-chairs Ruth Ann 
Rahim and Cindy Schnei-
der on what I heard was a 
very successful fundraiser 
and educational program.  
Not only was it an event 
to raise money, but it was educational as well.  In 
addition, I am encouraging all MGVs to support the 
next educational and fundraising event, GARDEN 
FLING, on April 11 at Kenton Ridge High School.  
If you aren't helping during the event, please attend 
and show your support.  If you can't attend, tell 
your friends about this great event!  It's a fun day of 
learning as well as a great opportunity to see other 
gardeners from our area.

Plans are still moving ahead on the gardens at 
Snyder Park.  Our next few meetings should lead 
to our final design.  I am really excited to begin the 
major fundraising phase of getting these gardens off 
the ground.  I am also feeling pretty positive that 
the community will be behind this project and will 
show their support in many ways.  

As soon as the design is completed, we will have a 
special meeting for our membership to unveil the 
master plan.   Watch for this to be announced via 
VMS.  If the timing is right, it may happen at our 
May meeting but, if not, we'll be sure to share the 
plans with our membership before announcing to 
the public.

Keep in mind we have a lot of work to do at Gate-
way!  Marilyn Hinderer and her committee are hard 
at work laying the framework for the giant plant 
sale.  I have a meeting planned with Kone Crane 
CEO to determine what, if anything, they may want 
to keep.  After that, almost all else goes!  Be sure to 
promote this fundraising opportunity to your friends 
and neighbors as well.

  2  Roger Franks
  4  Terry Reid
  6  Bonnie Martens
  7  Missy Hawley
  8  Linda McCann
15  Janet Heater
30  Kathy McConkey

  



Committees Are Now Organizing
Check the calendar on the VMS for meeting time 

and place.  If you would like to be a member of that 
committee, click on projects and then volunteer 
yourself.  You then will receive notice of all meetings 
and work sessions.  Don’t forget to unvolunteer any 
committees you’re no longer serving.
Speakers’ Bureau

If any of you volunteers have a program you 
could present to organizations and groups around 
Springfield, let me add you to the speaker’s bureau.  
I receive many requests for volunteers to do 
presentations for small groups.  I would be glad to 
help you get started on developing a program and 
would not throw you to the wolves.
Announcement

John Massie will be going in for surgery.  He needs 
someone to babysit his tomato seedlings while he is 
in the hospital.  If you can help him out, give me a 
call.

Carolyn’s Corner
I think spring is beginning here in Clark County.  I 

have noticed daffodils are about 6” tall in my yard 
and some snow drops are actually blooming.  I am 
almost ready to move some of my perennials to 
their new home.  Yes, on top of all the spring garden 
chores, we will be moving into a new home, and I am 
really anxious to see what plants we have in the yard.  
Right now I see a lot of overgrown shrubs and a lot 
of deer munching on shrubs. I am going to have to 
order the Plantskydd, the deer repellent the perennial 
school speaker recommended, and spray everything.  
I always thought they were such beautiful animals.  
Now they are on my most wanted list.
Garden Clean-up

First clean-up of 2015 will be Wednesday, April 
1, at the Gateway Learning Gardens.  This is not an 
April Fools’ Day Event; we still have some chores 
to do there.  Perennial Plant and Barn Sale is coming 
up, and we want it to look as good as always. 

Everyone meet on the patio at 9:00 a.m. and we 
will get to work.  Bring trowels, weed buckets, and 
gloves.

Remember the more workers, the faster we get 
done.

Hopefully, the weather will cooperate with us.
Field Trials

If you want to see a touch of spring, visit the 
greenhouse.  Seedlings are almost ready for 
transplanting and all the “Proven Winner” plugs have 
arrived. We are beginning to see the first flowers. 

Thanks to all of you 
who volunteered 
your time.  I 
love to be 
down there; 
it seems to 
revitalize 
me.  I think 
some of 
you are 
feeling that 
way also.

Keep up the 
good work!
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Jo’s Notes:
Master Gardener Volunteers

We still have several books left to be picked up. 
Please ignore this message if you have already picked 
up. This book is Pam’s new book, “Garden-pedia” for 
each of you.  They were given out at the Feb. 9th 
Recognition Celebration. 

Your book is located by the MGV Personal File 
cabinet in Kathy McConkey’s office/Horticulture 
library/HelpLine room at OSU Extension, Clark 
County.

Please pick up as soon as possible.



Committee Reports:
seeds committee

The Backyard Vegetable Garden Workshop, March 
14th, sponsored by SEEDS, was very successful.  
150 people were in attendance! Thanks so much for 
the Master Gardeners that volunteered for the event 
and a very special thank you to Kathy McConkey, 
Pam Thullen, Carolyn Allen, Natheta Mercer, Jean 
Rickards, Terry Reid, Billie Pfeifer, Lola Watson, 
Debbie Dean and Ron Kurth for providing the 
delicious soups, breads, and cookies.

On April 1st and April 7th, we will be seeding, 
reseeding and transplanting at the Wittenberg 
Greenhouse for our 25 (so far) community gardens.  
Those on the SEEDS Community Garden Committee 
that are interested in helping, please sign-up on the 
VMS so we can arrange to pick you up at the Student 
Union and car pool you over to the greenhouse.

The Focus on Local Speaker Series features Star 
Dancer Creamery on Wednesday the 25th of March 
at 6:30 – 7:30 in the large conference room at OSU 
Extension. Come and learn about her cows and the 
products the Guenthers make with the milk.

On Thursday, April 9th, the Speaker Series 
welcomes Carla Miller of JC Growers.  She will 
introduce us to her farm where she raises chemical- 
free produce, specializing in garlic.  She will share 
different garlic varieties with us and the many 
products she makes from it.

Remember you can earn continuing education 
credit for attending the Speaker Series Programs. 
Bring family and friends for an enjoyable hour and 
learn more about and support our incredible local 
food businesses.

The Focus on Local Food Summit Committee has 
set a date for the Second Annual Focus on Local Food 
Summit.  Mark your calendars! It will be held on 
Saturday, November 14, 2015, at Springfield High 
School.
Susie Broidy and Pam Thullen
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helpline
Helpline season has begun.  Now is the time to sign 

up.  All of May and June (Monday and Thursday  
mornings) have volunteers and only one day in July is 
open for volunteers.

 When thinking about volunteering, Ed or Rick 
and sometimes Kathy will  be there to help answer 
questions, and two people can sign-up for the same 
time slot.  Also since volunteer’s  personal schedules 
change, the time slots open up and fill with volunteers 
throughout the season.  For instance. April was 
completely filled two weeks ago; now there are 6 
openings:

APRIL HELPLINE
       MONDAYS	                          THURSDAYS
	                                                     April 2  OPEN
   April 6 - Lola Walston                April 9  OPEN
	    & Claudia Fett
   April 13  OPEN                         April 16  OPEN
   April 20 - Lola Walston             April 23  OPEN
   April 27  OPEN	    April 30 - Kris Webb

To sign up for HELPLINE:  Please call me or sign- 
up on the VMS.  If you are having trouble using the 
VMS, call me and I will help you through the system.  
Rick:  937-325-5344.
Remember: Q.  Why is everyone so tired on April 1? 
A.  Because they’ve just finished a long, 31 day 
March!
Ed  Wichael & Rick McKinstry

fundraising
The Fundraising committee can still use garden 

magazines or garden related books for the Garden 
Fling. Please bring any donations to OSU Extension 
office.
Thanks, 
Ruth Ann Rahim
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social committee

Sending another HUGE thank you to all who 
contributed snacks to the March General Meeting.  As 
always, everyone stepped up to the plate, and hit the 
ball out of the park!  The theme for the May meeting 

will be “Cinco de Mayo.” (Anything 
Mexican or, what the heck, with 
Mayonnaise---mayo---will do !)  And, 
joy, joy; the May calendar has already 
been filled.  There will be a reminder 
in the May “Blades and Blooms.”

Here is the recipe for the Green 
Tortillas Roll-Ups:  1 bag of green 
tortillas, 2 blocks (8 oz.) softened 
cream cheese, 1/4 cup sour cream, 8 
oz. can of chopped black olives, 8 oz. 
can of chopped jalapeño peppers, 1 
cup shredded cheese (I use cheddar, 
but any will do), diced green onions or 
leeks to taste.  Mix together cheeses, 

add diced veggies, spread on tortillas, roll up, and cut 
into 1-inch bites.  Best if left in ‘frig for a few hours.  
Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean

perennial plant & barn sale

Saturday, May 2nd from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  Rain or 
Shine.  Hot or cold.  We will once again be hosting 
our “Perennial Plant & Barn Sale” at the Gateway 
Gardens.  It will be a great sale for those who love 
perennials! 

There are beautiful bookmarks available to promote 
our sale.  You can pick some up at OSU Extension 
office,  the PP & B workdays, the Herb Workshop, and 
the Garden Fling,  Pass them out to anyone you think 
would be interested in supporting our sale.  Yard signs 
will also be available April 1st.  I will have a supply 
at OSU Extension office, the barn at the Gateway 
Learning Gardens, and the Garden Fling. Please be 
ready to put it up when you take your Garden Fling 
sign down.  

Check out the VMS calendar for the workdays.  It 
is going to take a huge crew to get ready for this sale, 
but we will be doing what we all love to do---getting 
dirty and messing with plants---digging, dividing and 
resetting the plants back in their holes and mulching 
where needed.  We will be bagging and tagging 
them for the sale.  Diggers, dividers, debris rakers, 
mulchers, tag makers, waterers are all welcome!

What we need for sale day:
•Volunteers to work all or part of the day. It is a fun, 
busy day!
•Bags and boxes for plants
•Wagons---to load up with lots 
of plants to sell!
•Garden themed items for the 
barn sale (drop off on workdays 
when barn is open).
Clark County Master 
Gardener’s Plant Sale

Wednesday, April 29th, 3-6 
p.m.  It will start after our last 
workday that is scheduled 10-2 
p.m. this will give us an hour to 
get set up for the sale.

Bring your shovels, dividing tools, bags and boxes 
and your wagon.
Cash or check. No credit cards.
Thanks, Marilyn Hinderer

Perennial committee
Perennial Committee met on March 11, 2015 

from 4:45- 5:30. We discussed what inspired us at 
Perennial Flower School and how some of those 
ideas might be useful for our Snyder Park display 
gardens.  We continue to “shop” for new plants that 
can possibly be utilized.  Loretta Blazer has kindly 
volunteered to enter these potential plant choices 
in a data base she created.  Once the master plan is 
finished, we can narrow our choices and begin our 
part of the garden installation.  Once again, I would 
like to welcome anyone interested in the Perennial 
Committee to jump right in by getting on the VMS.  
Click Projects, then Perennial Committee. Scroll 
to the bottom of the page and click Volunteer.  You 
must do this to receive email information.  Likewise, 
if you find you are no longer interested in being on 
the committee, just go through the same steps and 
click on unvolunteer at the bottom of the page.  
Kathy McConkey and Dot Burkholder
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Field trip committee

FYI:
If you are thinking about or planning to go on the outing to the Cincinnati Flower Show, you can purchase a 

ticket at Kroger for $15 instead of calling the number in the B&B.
We are going Wednesday, April 15th, so mark your calendar. It should be a great time, and don’t forget to 

sign up on the VMS or e-mail: Sally @ daytwo@sbcglobal.net.
Thanks, 
Sally Day and Terry Reid

Field Trials & Greenhouse

Color has finally invaded the greenhouse with our 
first field trial plugs arriving in mid-March with more 
coming in April.  The germination tables are filled 
with seed trial specimens which will soon be upgraded 
to pots. We are getting good germination thanks to 
the great volunteers who have meticulously done the 
seeding. 

The watering team’s responsibility intensifies as 
inventory increases and the temperatures rise. Thank 
you Sally Day, Loretta Blazer, Marilyn Hinderer, 
Kathy Mark, Jan O’Neill, and Bill Queen for your 
willingness to serve.

Special thanks to Ed Wozniak, Natheta Mercer, Fred 
Miller, and Loretta Blazer for transporting/unloading 
potting soil for the greenhouse.

There are still slots open in April and May for 
Tuesday/Thursday work days if you are a greenhouse 
volunteer. Check the VMS calendar and sign-up. 

Linda McCann 
& Wendy May

Kathy Eckell and Nancy Best were 
part of the crew who prepared pots 
for plug planting

Fran Davidson, Natheta Mercer, 
Sherri Summers and Lois 
O’Keefe were among those who 
transplanted over 950 plugs over 
two days.

Fred Miller helping 
move potting soil. 
Loretta Blazer and 
Kathy Mark filling 

pots.

Proven Winner® Plugs all 
planted.



GARDEN FLING

   The annual Garden Fling will be held on April 
11, 2015 starting at 8:30 a.m. at Kenton Ridge High 
School.  Set-up time begins on Saturday morning 
after 7:00 a.m.  There will also be a pre-setup at the 
school for Master Gardener Volunteers as in previous 
years on Friday at 5:00 p.m.   
Ed Wozniak and Jean Rickards

UTZINGER GARDEN

    We had a work day scheduled for March 25th, I 
hope we got it in to start accessing our projects for 
this year. Our next work days will be Thursday, April 
9th and Wednesday, April 22nd. All work days will 
be from 9 a.m. until noon, 2nd Thursday and 4th 
Wednesday of each month. I will send out reminder 
emails a couple days in advance; be sure to sign-up 
for the Utzinger Committee on the VMS if you are 
interested. 
    We have a couple of open gardens this year, so, if 
anyone would like to adopt a garden area at Utzinger, 
please come on out. If you would just like to visit 
once in a while, we always have room for another 
pair of hands. Great garden and a great committee, 
everyone feels at home.  I always supply water and 
cookies. Hope to see you all soon.  
Phil Young, chairman  

EARLY OHIO SETTLERS GARDEN

    Thanks to the ladies that made our organizational 
meeting March 23rd. We looked over our garden 
design which will be 40' by 50' with a picket fence 
around it with 2 gates. All our gardens will be inside 
the fence as well as the birdhouses. The two apple 
trees will be at the gates. We will be doing a basic 
cleaning on Monday, May 11th, from 9-12 at Gateway 
Learning Garden. Pam Bennett is meeting with Kone 
Crane.  We should know when we have to be out of 
Gateway, and what we will need to do. I will let you 
know when I know. At the Learning Garden meeting 
March 23rd, Pam stated we may not get our garden 
developed at Snyder Park this summer so we will 
have to make some changes in our plans.    
    Jo Brown forwarded a flyer for a program by 
Peter J. Hatch, Director of Gardens and Grounds for 
Thomas Jefferson Foundation, who will present two 
programs on Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello on June 
11th for $55.00. Some of us are going. Let me know if 
you would like to go. 
Jean Rickards

GARDEN FLING RAFFLE
     Ladies and Gentlemen, the raffle for Garden 
Fling needs YOU. Any donations that you are able to 
make will be welcome. Please leave your donations 
at OSU Extension office in the back hallway by the 
restrooms.  Please mark them as donations for the 
Garden Fling Raffle.
    Anyone interested in volunteering their time dur-
ing the Garden Fling by working at the raffle, please 
let me know by sending me an email: ramenozzi@
att.net
Many thanks,
Becky Menozzi
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FAIR FLOWER SHOW

    Fair Flower Show Committee will meet on 
Friday, April 10, 2015 at 9:30 a.m. in the small 
conference room.  Please come and join the fun!  
And at the Fair there will be pork chops! (There I 
got the pork chops in – whew!)
    We are currently planning an educational ses-
sion as an update to our presentation from last 
year.  Please stay tuned to the date and time. We 
are suggesting that all who plan to volunteer for 
Friday, July 24, during the Exhibitor’s check-in, 
attend the program. So, keep checking for the date 
and time.
Becky Menozzi



PLANT OF THE MONTH:
TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
There are different types of begonias, but this article 

will focus on the tuberous type.  The leaves of the 
tuberous begonias are not their claim to fame.  Dark 
green, slightly serrated, and 
not bad looking, the foliage 
is O.K., but it generally 
hides behind immense 
flowers dripping from the 
plant.  Think about ruffled, 
many petal blossoms that 
can measure 5 inches of 
frilly flashiness.  Some of 
the petals can mimic massive 
roses.  The flowers come in 
shades of red, pink, orange, 
peach, yellow, and white.  
With hybridizing, there are 
bicolors and picotees with 
petals edged in contrasting 
colors.
There are upright and 

pendulous forms.  The 
uprights are usually 6–12 inches tall.  Pendulous 
forms are well-suited for hanging baskets and have 
branches that can drape over a pot’s edge by 18 inches 
or more.  Generally, the upright types have larger 
flowers than the pendulous types.
If you plant tuberous begonias in your garden, 

plant them in a shady island bed or at the edge of a 
woodland to take advantage of their bright colors.  
Most people will probably plant them in containers 

where they will grow best.  Treat them as very tender 
annuals that won’t tolerate frost.  
Begonias like light, well-drained soil.  They prefer 

morning or late afternoon sun because direct, hot sun 
can burn the foliage and flowers.  Too much shade 
will make them grow spindly.  Careful watering can 

help your plants stay healthy.  
They like to be moist but not 
soggy.  If they turn yellow 
and spindly or you see brown 
rot starting on the stem, it’s 
a sign you’re over watering.  
Pinch off any brown, water- 
soaked stems or leaves.  
Propping up the begonia 
stems can hold heavy flowers 
upright and keep fragile stems 
from breaking.
Begonias will bloom for 

about 4 months in summer.  
At the end of summer, you 
can take your plants indoors 
and put in a sunny window or 
save the tubers for next year.  

To save the tubers, when the foliage wilts after the 
first frost, cut the plant off at the base.  Turn the pot 
on its side so it won’t collect water, and store where it 
won’t freeze.  Tubers store best at 45–55 degrees, so a 
garage or cool basement is a good option.
I plant begonias in containers nearly every summer 

and enjoy them on my front porch.

Dot Burkholder
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Proven Winners On Top® Sunset Shades  
Tuberous Begonia 

ATTENTION:  FREE BREAKFAST & FREE LUNCH
APRIL 25TH   @  8:00  A.M .TO 12:00 P.M.

All you have to do is RSVP to Natheta Mercer & go to United Senior Services @ 101 South Fountain Avenue, 
Springfield and help clean-up downtown Springfield.  This is a good way to get volunteer hours and to help 
our community.  Bring your gloves and soil knife.  Other tools are provided.  If you can’t be there at 8:30 a.m., 
call Natheta’s cell: 561.3533 or check in at Senior Center to find where we are working.  This is an excellent 
opportunity for Clark County Master Gardener Volunteers to support our community.  We will be working 
as a group.  Friends and family are also welcome to help.  You can sign-up on VMS or e-mail: Natheta @
emnm1960@att.net or call 937.325.5202 to register by April 17. 
Thank you,
Natheta Mercer



The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension, 3130 East Main 
Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 
information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Garden Clean up 
April 1st 

9-12 am

Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505


