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Mark Your Calendar!

5 10-12  OSUE Staff Office Conference
6   9-12   4-H Flower Beds
7   9-12   Garden Clean-up
8   9-12   Utzinger Clean-up
14   9-10   Fundraising Committee 
   1-  2   Field Trips Committee
         4:30  Perennial Committee 
   6:30   Executive Board Meeting
21   9-12   Last Utzinger Clean-up

Index

Utzinger Garden’s gazebo From Clark County MGV 
Facebook page. Photo by unknown.
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President’s Message
     Congratulations to Natheta Mercer for the award 
for outstanding Master Gardener of the Year for 2015!    
Natheta, we truly enjoy your wonderful smile while 
accomplishing all the many tasks you perform for 
Clark County Master Gardeners.  Thanks for your joy 
and enthusiasm while working with us. The award is 
very well deserved.
     We had wonderful weather for the Farm Science 
Review and the gardens were in top shape for the 
3-day event.  Thanks to Debbie Dean, Donna Myers, 
and Marilyn Hinderer for overseeing this year’s 
preparations.  Debbie did a terrific job of mapping 
out the location of plants in the garden and putting 
together a comprehensive guide for volunteers.  It 
was really useful when visitors asked the familiar 
question, “What is this plant?”  Marilyn added artfully 
painted rocks to identify various specialty gardens 
within Utzinger this year.  Sally Day and Diane 
Catenacci added a new raised fairy bed and fairy tree 
display.  They both were popular with the crowds. 
     Congratulations to the tree sales crew, especially 
Ruth Ann Rahim, Natheta Mercer and Fran Davidson 
for selling over 300 trees in 2 days.  Amazing!  
Thanks to all the volunteers who tended their 
gardens throughout the year and worked the 3-day 
event.   Fran and I and countless others really 
appreciated Rita Dalton getting us safely about the 
grounds and saving us a very long walk using the golf 
cart.  There are so many behind the scenes folks who 
also helped to make the event a big success.  Thank 
you.
     The Annual Field trial gardens at Snyder Park 
are in peak bloom.  The Victory Garden was a huge 
success again this year and will have helped to feed 
a lot of people.  Thanks to Ed Wozniak and Rick 
McKinstry and all the others who helped to make it a 
growing success.
     As we move into the fall season and get ready 
for winter, it is time to put beds to sleep and plant 
the spring bulbs.   It will be fun to settle into a 
comfortable chair with paper and pencil and begin to 
plan next spring’s beds.  

Tom Davidson, President

Pictures on page 5.

 
Pam’s Posies
     What a glorious September!  Wow, the weather 
was perfect, though a little dry.  Football Saturdays 
have been wonderful except for the Buckeye’s 
performance!  We have solid talent and a little 
adjusting to make.  Not to worry, we’ll get there.
     As with the Buckeyes, the Master Gardeners of 
Clark County have a great deal of talent.  Look at the 
results of the Farm Science Review.  Donna Meyers, 
Marilyn Hinderer and Deb Dean outdid themselves.  
What a team!  I have heard nothing but positive 
comments regarding the Utzinger Garden and the 
overall event.  Congratulations to the team captains 
and all of the players involved.  This is a monumental 
task and everyone stepped up to the plate to make 
sure the job got done.  In addition, Carolyn Allen 
takes on a tremendous load to ensure that all of the 
programs and tickets and other details are worked 
out.  Thanks for making my job easy---all of you!
     Also, as with the Buckeyes, we have some 
adjusting to do with our gardens at Snyder Park.  
The excavator has held us up somewhat so we will 
not likely get the Early Ohio Settler’s done this fall, 
and the turf plot is still a little questionable.  We will 
continue to keep plugging forward on this project.  
The Pavilion Committee has been meeting and is 
coming up with a design for this structure.  As soon as 
we can, we will have an estimated cost on this.  The 
Field Trial Committee is working to get an estimate 
on the cost of the structures, and we are also looking 
at the estimated cost for the sidewalk around the 
field trials, clubhouse, etc.  In addition, the Perennial 
Committee is working on an estimate for these beds.  
Once all of these estimates are tallied, we can begin 
fundraising for this phase of the garden.  In the 
meantime, we’ll get the Turf and Early Ohio Settler’s 
gardens moved ahead as much as possible this fall.
     Many of you probably heard by now that Carolyn 
had her purse stolen from her car while working at 
the garden.  Unfortunately there has been a bunch of 
smash and grabs in Springfield.  They are breaking 
car windows to take whatever is visible and can be 
sold for drug money.  Please make sure you put your 
valuables out of sight when working at the garden as 
well as other parking lots around town.
     Have a wonderful fall in the garden and Go Bucks!

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension
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Jo’s Notes:

Carolyn’s Corner

Farm Science Review
     A big thank you for a job well done to all the 
Utzinger Garden crew.  The gardens looked 
lovely, and everything went quite well.  Ruth Ann 
and her crew sold all the trees, and we didn’t take 
too much grief for not having any seeds.  Thanks 
to all the volunteers who staffed the gardens 
during this event.  The biggest pat on the back 
goes to the three co-chairs, Deb Dean, Donna 
Myers, and Marilyn Hinderer.  Last but not least 
to the hard working committee:  a job well done! 
Many visitors said how much they enjoyed the 
gardens.  The gardens did look good!

October Garden Clean-Up
     The October garden clean-up will be on 
Wednesday, October 7 at 9:00 a.m. at Snyder 
Park Gardens & Arboretum.  We will be putting 
the gardens to bed which means tearing out the 
field trial plants and “triangle bed.”  Since the 
dumpsters will be unavabilable after October 1, 
we need to haul the plant debris to C&S Tree 
Service on Dayton Road.
     We will need volunteers to pull the plants and 
volunteers with trucks to take debris to C&S Tree 
Service.
     See you all there.

Carolyn’s Reminders:
Fall Chores for MGVs are now coming due.
Committee Chairs: need budget request for 2016 
by September 30.  Please turn this in if you have 
not already done so.
Carolyn and Pam will be forming the 2016 Master 
Gardener Intern training class.
All volunteers: put your gardens to bed.  Clean 
up debris and take to compost.  Clean tools.
Field Trial Committee: clean all pots and trays.  
All volunteers: record volunteer hours for 2015 
and finish your continuing education hours by 
December 31, 2015.
Volunteers be sure to vote for your choice for 
new officers for 2016.

Much Needed Thoughts and Prayers
  Dianne Kane’s son, Shawn O’Malley Kane, 
passed away September 14th.  Her address is 
1707 St. Paris Pike, Springfield, OH 45504.

Bill Queen’s significant other, Dawn Sacher, 
passed away September 19th.  His address 
is 1812 Cheviot Hills Drive, Springfield, OH 
45505.

Kathy Eckell’s mother-in-law, Margaret Eckell, 
passed away September 22,2015.  Kathy & 
Carl’s address is 7760 Kings Ridge Circle, 
Fairborn, OH 45324.

Linda McCann’s husband, David, had 
knee replacement the week of September 
21st.  Their address is 1238 Glenmore Drive, 
Springfield, OH 45503.

  

     The Master Gardeners had a good year and 
accomplished a lot in 2015.  
     We started work on the new garden plans, 
and some gardens may be ready to plant this fall.  
(Early Ohio Settler’s and Turf).  
     Natheta Mercer was one of the Master 
Gardener Volunteers for the state and accepted 
her award at the state conference.  
     The Victory Garden donated tons of produce 
to the Second Harvest Food Bank.  
     We got everything moved to Snyder Park from 
Gateway Learning Gardens.
     Here’s hoping for an even more successful 
2016.

Natheta Mercer, 2015 
State Master Gardener 
Volunteer winner.
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Committee Reports seeds CoMMittee

Please put the 2nd Annual Focus on Local 
Food Summit on your calendar.  The general 
theme is:  A Bounteous Harvest:  Local Foods – 
Healthy Foods with an emphasis on extending the 
season and planning a Thanksgiving from local 
sources.  The summit will be November 14th at 
Springfield High School, 8:00 – 4:00.  Cost is 
$15.00.  We have a wonderful variety of speakers 
and exhibitors.  The food will be created by four 
of the best chefs in the area.  Please register 
early as we need a head count by November 
1st.  Master Gardeners can earn 5 continuing 
education credits.

We have had a busy year starting with seeding, 
moving to Snyder Park, visiting gardens, and 
providing a variety of programs from large 
ones (Backyard Vegetable Garden Workshop) 
to small ones (Fuller Garden in the Promise 
Neighborhood).  We will be contacting all of our 
community gardens as they close down their 
gardens.  We will gather information through 
surveys and conversations on their successes 
and challenges so that we can better serve them 
next year.

Susie Broidy and Connie Kersey

viCtory gardeN
A total of 5200 pounds have been delivered to 

the Second Harvest.  That is 1200 pounds more 
than last year.  For a first year effort in a new 
location, it was a complete success.  Cleanup will 
occur toward the end of September when all cages 
will be removed.  We will till early in October.  
Thank you all for your support.   
Ed Wozniak and Rick McKinstry
   

    It is time for fall and Halloween decorations.  We have 
corn stalks in the Victory Garden.  Come out and cut as 
many as you would like to have.  It would be easiest to use 
lopping shears for cutting.  If you need help or have any 
questions, please call me.  

Rick McKinstry 937-324-5344

utziNger
By the time this Blades and Blooms is 

published, Farm Science Review 2015 will 
be a memory, and what a memory it will 
be!  Volunteers pitched in and fine-tuned the 
garden to a thing of beauty.  We would thank 
everyone personally, but this article would then 
run even longer than the regular emails, and 
no one wants that!  So, a sincere “Thank You “ 
to all volunteers who worked, encouraged, and 
supported our efforts.  

Our hearts are full.  
Marilyn Hinderer, Donna Myers, Deb Dean

Utzinger Garden during Farm Science Reviews from 
Clark County MGV Facebook page. Photos by unknown.
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PereNNial CoMMittee
Perennial Committee meeting, Wed., Sept 9 

at 4:45 p.m. was held to discuss and plan for 
2016.  It was agreed that our perennial garden 
beds should not be designed and planted until 
the sidewalks and permanent structures in 
our general area are in place.  Until then, we 
will continue to collect ideas for designs which 
include drifts of small trees and shrubs that will 
create all-season interest.  We will also will be 
pricing these plants for 2016 budget purposes. 
The herbaceous perennials from the old Gateway 
gardens which are currently at Pam Thullen’s will 
be planted in a holding bed graciously provided 
by Pam.  The perennial committee will have work 
day(s) to accomplish this and 12 bags of mulch 
will be purchased and delivered to the Thullen’s 
house in order to ensure good winter insulation.  
These plants will then either be incorporated into 
the new beds or sold at the Perennial Plant and 
Barn Sale.  Note P.C. meeting Oct. 14 @ 4:30.  
Bring price lists for trees and shrubs.

2015 Budget Report was submitted.  Dot 
Burkholder will submit the End of Year Report by 
Dec. 31.
Kathy McConkey and Dot Burkholder

soCial CoMMittee
Aren’t Natheta Mercer’s ideas terrific?  She 

was the brains behind Italian night, and it was 
a resounding success.  Thanks to all who 
contributed extras and desserts.  We need to 
start our own cooking show!  For the November 
meeting, we will be having a Chili Cookoff, 
with the winner winning a one-day vacation to 
Cedar Bog.  Second place wins an all-expenses 
paid trip to the hiking trail and raptor release 
at the reservoir.  We at Social believe in big 
rewards!  There will be a follow-up email to 
those persons who are being forced, er, who 
have volunteered to bring chili.  See you all in 
November!  

Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean

HelPliNe
It has been a very good Helpline season.  By 

the end of September we should have helped 
more than 150 gardeners with their problems.  I 
thank you all for your help.

Remember: What do you get if you divide the 
circumference of a pumpkin by its diameter?

Pumpkin pi.
Rick McKinstry

Deb Dean watering Fairy 
Garden at Utzinger Gardens.  
Photo by Tom Davidson

Marilyn 
Hinderer’s painted 
rocks at Utzinger 
Gardens.  Photo 
by Tom Davidson.

2015 Annual Field Trials at Snyder 
Park Gardens & Arboretum.  Photo 
by Tom Davidson.
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1st Susan Broidy
1st Patrick Casey
4th Kris Webb
7th Judy Niggemeyer
18th Ed Wozniak
31st Natheta Mercer
31st Ruth Ann Rahim

Master Gardener Volunteers at the “What the Heck is a Field Trial” workshop in August trying 
their hand at evaluating the field trials at Snyder Park and Arboretum.  Photo by Wendy May.

New library Books
We have a few new library books for your fall 

and winter reading and research pleasure!  For 
those who were able to come to the MGV State 
Conference, you will remember Linda Chalker-
Scott from University of Washington.  We all 
really enjoyed her key note presentation and 
some were able to attend her class.  Four of 
her books were purchased for the library.  They 
are Sustainable Landscapes & Gardens, How 
Plants Work, The Informed Gardener, and The 
Informed Gardener Blooms Again.  We who are 
plant geeks will enjoy these new additions!  And 
for you “Herbies,” we have Herb Gardening for 
the Midwest by Debra Knapke and Laura Peters. 
This book has great photos as all Debra’s books 
do as well as great tips for growing and use.  
Borrow-read-learn… and return!

SPEAKING of returning books… check your 
“book place” at home and if you have had a book 
from our library for several weeks (or months), 
please return or renew.  Please talk to Kathy. 

Kathy McConkey
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Plant of the Month
WITCH HAZEL
Hamamelis (ham-ah-MAY-lus)

In late winter or early spring, we look forward 
to seeing something green and/
or colorful. Witch Hazel offers us a 
boost of cheer when we most need 
it: anywhere from January to March. 
Fragrant flowers hang in clusters 
from bare branches. They are among 
the first shrubs to celebrate spring. 
Since the petals close up in very 
cold weather, they can last for up to 
a month in temperatures that would 
decimate flowers of other plants

You probably don’t think much about 
these shrubs at this time of year, but 
their best season is coming up.

Depending on the species or 
cultivar, the fragrant flowers come in shades of red, 
yellow, and orange. Bloom time ranges from fall to 
late winter.

Most are hardy in USDA Hardiness Zones 5-9 and 
prefer well-drained, loamy, acidic soil and full sun to 
partial shade. I must note here that we had a witch 
hazel growing in our perennial bed at Gateway even 
though we did not have acidic soil.

Flowering will be best in full sun. Keep the roots 
cool and moist with a non-compacting mulch as 
plants are subject to drought stress.

Plant in either spring or fall and give them plenty of 
room; they can reach 15 feet in height and width.

Prune after flowering but before summer so flower 
buds for the following year have time to form.

Now, about that fall color. “Arnold Promise” has a 
vase shape, is richly scented, and 
usually displays a mix of red, yellow, 
and orange fall foliage.  “Jelena” 
is another vigorous-spreading 
selection, copper-orange flowers 
and orange-red fall color. “Diane” 
will show off scarlet-maroon fall 
foliage.

Autumn witch hazel (H. virginiana) 
is a native of the Eastern United 
States and is found in damp woods 
and along stream banks. This 
variety has crooked trunks and 
long, forking branches. This variety 
is a little different than its relatives 
because it blooms in the fall. The 

yellow flowers sometimes share time on the branches 
with the golden foliage.

Vernal wich hazel (H.vernalis) boasts pretty fall 
color ranging from red to yellow and flowers in 
shades of red, yellow, and purple. This species is 
more adaptable to alkaline soils than other witch 
hazels.

Witch hazel can add something to both the winter 
and fall landscape.

Dot Burkholder

‘Arnold Promise’ witch hazel
Picture from WaysideGardens.com

Autumn Fires
In the other gardens
And all up the vale,
From the autumn bonfies
See the smoke trail!
Pleasant summer over
And all the summer flowers,
The red fire blazes,
the grey smoke towers.
Sing a song of seasons!
Something bright in all,
Flowers in the summer
Fires in the fall! 
-  Robert Louis Stevenson, 

photo from: homegardenlandscapedesign.com/
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The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension, 3130 East 
Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 
information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Garden Clean-up
October 7th, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

“A few days ago I walked along the edge of the lake 
and was treated to the crunch and rustle of leaves 
with each step I made.  The acoustics of this season 
are different and all sounds, no matter how hushed, 
are as crisp as autumn air.”

-   Eric Sloane


