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Mark Your Calendar!

9-12 Fair Flower Show Clean-up
9-12 Helpline
9-12 Garden Clean-up

9-12 Helpline
6:30-8:30 Garden Walk in the Park

9-12 Helpline
8-10 Wildflower Walk, Clifton Gorge
6:30 Executive Board

9-12 Helpline
9-12 Utzinger Clean-up

9-12 Helpline
9-12 Helpline
9-12 Helpline
9-12 4-H Flower Beds

9-12 Utzinger Clean-up

8-10 What the Heck is a Field Trial, CE program
9-12 Helpline

Ohio Master Gardener State Conference

Ohio Master Gardener State Conference
9-12 Helpline




President’s Message

Too much rain can be hard on bees, plants, and
gardeners. June 2015 must have been the wettest
recorded month in Ohio history. Honey bees get
angry when rain washes pollen and nectar off trees
and flowers. If it rains every three days, they can’t
store extra honey for fall and winter. After a rain,
bees are more likely to sting to defend their hive from
robbing bees or beekeepers. Gardeners are angry
also when gardens are too muddy to weed, but the
darn weeds keep growing. When the sun finally
shines, it's 90 degrees, humid, and the mosquitoes
have a feast on us.

Congratulations to Ed Wozniak, Rick McKinstry,
and the Victory Garden Crew for having a spectacular
looking vegetable garden in spite of the tough
conditions. | know a vegetable garden is not normally
a showpiece, but the rows were straight, weeds were
few, and everything was a beautiful green prior to the
general meeting last week at Snyder Park. Rick says
that it's mostly Ed who deserves the credit.

The annual field trials look like field trials; lots of
markers and lots of space between plants. They
are fun to grow in the greenhouse, but once planted,
they pretty much become a weeding operation until
final evaluation and first frost. Master Gardener
Volunteers don’t choose the varieties to be planted
in the trials, and even when specimens do extremely
well, they are generally not available to the public
until next year. Perhaps we should consider a
display planting of Proven Winners and All-American
selections in lieu of field trials at Snyder Park?
Meadow View has an example of what a display
garden of Proven Winners looks like.

The Utzinger crew is making good progress with
weeding and maintenance. Sally Day is planting a
miniature farm garden in a raised platform which is
going to be a must-see addition to the Farm Science
Review crowds. It will be complete with animals,
machinery, and barns and plants. Oh My!

Speaking of miniature gardens, | signed up to
enter a Fairy Garden at the Clark County Fair. My
plan was to spend quality time with one of my
granddaughters while planting the fairy garden. The
problem is | have 3 granddaughters old enough to
help and only one entry. Wish me luck!!
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Pam’s Posles

Wow-we have incredible volunteers!
Congratulations to Steve Broidy and Sally Day for
their leadership on our first Wine Event. It was a lot
of fun, and there were a lot of people on hand to see
our master plan. Comments from the event were all
positive except about the weather of course, which
was pretty brutal. However, | wasn’t complaining: |
love that kind of weather.

Congratulations to the Gateway Learning Garden
committee for their hard work. This group has been
diligently working with Jeannie to come up with a
design for our new gardens. We will have a final
meeting with her to approve the plan. I'll let the
committee know when we have a date scheduled.
Once the plan is complete, we can post it on VMS
for all to see, and, of course, we’'ll go over it at the
September general meeting.

Good luck to the fair flower show committee on
their upcoming week of work. | recently had a
meeting with the leadership group from the Ohio
Association of Garden Clubs. This organization’s
main focus is on showing flowers. | was sharing with
them about our flower show and that MGVs were in
charge of the event. They were quite impressed with
what has been accomplished over the years as well
as how big the show is for Clark County residents.

The gardens at Snyder Park look fantastic. The
field trials are in great shape; thanks to all who have
taken time to maintain their beds. Erin Ruby, our
summer assistant, has done a great job of edging
and cleaning up the beds. The plantings around the
clubhouse are also fantastic. Becky Miller and Pam
Thullen did an incredible job of creating a design
based on what we had left at Gateway. To all of the
others who have helped to plant the beds and clean
up the area, thank you as well.

Our partner, National Trails Parks and Recreation
District, also played an integral role in helping
prepare for the Wine Event. It seems like every
time we planned on working on an area (around the
clubhouse, the weeds, the beds at the entrance to
the pedestrian bridge), the job was done by NTPRD
staff. They removed all of the old shrubs around the
clubhouse and planted new, mulched, moved the
remainder of our mulch pile to the barn area, and
much more.

Each time | have been at Snyder Park, there have
been people looking at the gardens. The area is
indeed experiencing rejuvenation, and | am really
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happy that our organization is a part of this. Thanks
to all of you for your support on this project that will
impact our community in a positive way.

Way to go and kudos to the group working with the
youth flower beds and the front entrance flower bed
to the fairgrounds! Wow! The front entrance looks
phenomenal, just in time for fair, and the 4-H flower
beds look great as well. Great work and thanks for
your efforts.

Wow and double wow to the Utzinger Garden
crew. Great leadership plus great volunteers equals
success. Thanks to everyone who has pitched in to
make this work. | am confident it will shine again this
year during the review.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension

Wildflower Walk

| promised that | would do a wildflower walk each
month in the summer, and unfortunately time has
slipped away and | missed June and July. However,
there is still plenty to see in Clifton Gorge in August,
so | have a walk scheduled on Wednesday, August
12. Since it's a lot hotter in August than it is in March
and April, let's start this walk at 8:00 a.m. Meet in the
parking lot as always. We can go to Young's for ice
cream afterward!

Pam Bennett
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Get Well Cards

Volunteers, one of our favorite MGV instructors is
having some health problems and we need to send
a card to him for a speedy recovery. Jim Chatfield
is the teacher | am referring to, so please send a
card. Address: Jim Chatfield, 13738 Mt, Eaton Rd.,
Doylestown, OH 44230. Thanks for doing this. |
know he will appreciate receiving the cards.

2015 Master Gardener Volunteer State
Conference

Maumee Bay State Park — Lucas County — August
28 and August 29

On Friday there will be 3 different tours to choose

from, and all of them will visit a garden center so you
can get in your plant shopping.

Friday Evening will be the banquet and state
awards will be announced. Clark County’s
nominations are Outstanding Friend: Terry & Judy
Fredrich; Outstanding MG Volunteer: Natheta
Mercer; Outstanding Project: 4-H Fairground Flower
Beds; Outstanding Staff Coordinator: Carolyn Allen.
Good luck to all!

Saturday is filled with educational programs, and
you can earn some continuing education credits.
http://lucas.osu.edu

Farmer’s Market

We will be manning a booth at the market this year,
one Saturday each month. They are under new
management and were a little late getting organized
this year. The following dates are scheduled:
Saturday, August 8-- Sue Ann Dill and Carolyn Allen;
Saturday, September 5-- Ed Wozniak and Mindy
Foley. Thanks to these members for volunteering.

Volunteering to Staff Utzinger Garden during
Farm Science Review

Every year we ask volunteers to help in staffing the
Utzinger Garden during the Farm Science Review
and it is that time again this year. | open it up to
the committee first and then to all Clark County
Volunteers, and lastly to other counties.

Time slots are 8-11 a.m., 11-2 p.m., and 2-5 p.m.
Dates are Tuesday, Sept.22; Wednesday, Sept. 23;
and Thursday; Sept.24.

You will be stationed in different areas in the
gardens to greet the visitors and answer questions
they have. The areas are Registration, Pond,
Gazebo, Hummingbird, Arbor, Natives, Container
Vegetables, Rain Garden, and Tree Sales. Also,
| have 2 slots each day for people who would like
to be substitutes. Tickets and parking passes are
provided.

Sign-up start on the following dates:

For Utzinger Garden Committee ........ August 10-14
For Clark County MGVs ..................... August 17-21
For other Counties..........ccccooiiiiinenn. August 24-28
Please email or call me if you would like to volunteer.
| operate on a first-come, first-served basis.

| will be watching for your emails.



Committee Reports
SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Thanks to Jean Rickards, Jan O’Neill, Susie
Broidy, Peggie Elsnau, Connie Kersey, Peggy Shank,
Kathy McConkey, and Judy Hopper for bringing
“‘yummies” to the July General Meeting. Special
thanks to Rita Young and Ed Wozniak for supplying
Young’s Jersey Dairy ice cream for the build-your-
own-sundae bar and special, special thanks for
Lois O’Keefe for making a trip back home to warm up
hot fudge, and losing her parking space in repayment
for her kindness. (Remember, Lois, no good deed
ever goes unpunished!) Natheta, as always, went
above and beyond by freezing the pulled pork/
chicken from the picnic and then preparing it for our
dining pleasure: she is the BEST! We are planning
on having an Italian night for the September General
Meeting. We will be sending out an email sign-up,
as there were already several sign-ups circulating
at the General Meeting, and we will tolerate no
excuses for not knowing what it is you’re signing
up for! (Makes sense to me, anyway.) And, we are
sending out an added “thanks” for all the kind words
and encouragement, and also for the extra vote of
confidence by the membership in the form of voting
us some more funding. This committee would not
be as much fun if it were not for your enthusiastic
response to everything that we do!

Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean

Here is Jan O’Neill’'s Peanut Butter Cake recipe.
Boil 1 cup creamy peanut butter, 1 stick of margarine
(1/2 cup), 1 cup of water . Mix together 2 cups flour,
2 cups sugar, 1 tsp. baking powder, 1/2 tsp. salt, 2
eggs, 1/2 cup milk, and 1 tsp. vanilla. After bringing
peanut butter, water and margarine to a slow bail,
add to flour mixture, pour into an ungreased jelly
roll pan and bake at 375 degrees for 15 - 20 minutes
(toothpick should come out clean). FROSTING:

1/2 cup creamy peanut butter, 1/3 cup milk, 1/2 cup
margarine (1 stick): slowly bring all to a boil; allow

to boil for one minute; remove from heat, and add 1
pound of powdered sugar. Blend well (stir) , and pour
over warm cake.

Deb Dean

HELPLINE

August is the last month this season to sign up
for Helpline. There are only 2 openings for this
month, August 24th & 31st. Call me, 324-5344,
or sign-up on the Master Gardener Volunteer
Management System for August Helpline.

AUGUST
Monday Thursday
Aug 3 Steve Broidy Aug 6 Cathy Zernechel
Aug 10 George Simon Aug 13 Peggy Shank
Aug 17 Cynthia Valente Aug 20 Kris Webb
AUG 24 OPEN Aug 27 Bonnie Martens
AUG 31 OPEN

Remember: Housework can’t kill you, but why
take a chance? ~Phyllis Diller

Ed Wichael and Rick Mckinstry

UTZINGER

Progress! We are looking better every
day! Pleas for Help: We are in need of smaller
farming implements: for instance, a high-
wheeled, push-type cultivator/plow or an old
wheel barrow in any condition, etc. These will
be used as garden art and will be painted and
exposed to the elements during the FSR. Also,
our “scarecrow kids” need new clothing: Ohio
State toddler-sized tops (T-Shirts or sweatshirts,
etc.) Somewhere, there are mice doing the
“Block O” in clothing made out of the chewed
remnants of our scarecrow kids’ clothes. Fact of
the Month: For those of you who are unfamiliar
with MGV participation in Farm Science Review/
Utzinger Garden, this is a money-making
project. OSU pays MGV $10,000: $5,000 going
into a CD and $5,000 into the General Fund. We
are also paid by OSU to arrange flower
centerpieces for the Vice-President’s Luncheon
at the Review.

Donna Myers, Marilyn Hinderer, Deb Dean



PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

July was a busy month for the Perennial Committee
as we concentrated on keeping the planting around
the Club House at Snyder Park weeded (between
rain events!). Kathy then applied pre-emergent
herbicide, our workers laid the mulch down, and
everything looked great in time for the Wine Event at
Snyder Park. Wow! What a great crowd at the Wine
Tasting! Many of us PC volunteers also volunteered
for this fund raising event. The area grounds looked
wonderful! Thanks so much for all of your hard
work. Aug. 6 is our next “Walk in Snyder Park.” Our
great group of Perennial Committee volunteers will
continue to keep the Club House area and “triangle”
planting looking good. Next Perennial Committee
Meeting to be announced. Watch the VMS!

Kathy McConkey and Dot Burkholder

Perennial rﬂ‘ﬁaﬁ?’l\ns
Committee gy ACADEMY
taking a break Ve 48
from working at

Snyder Gardens [

to pose in front of |

fire truck.

Wendy May
trying to get
1 mulch down
n flower bed
between rain
| showers.
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Fair Flower Show Hosta entries. Photo courtesy of
Carolyn Allen.

VICTORY GARDEN

The Victory Garden is about to enter the busy
season. By the time you read this, we will have
donated 1000 pounds of cucumbers, onions, zucchini
and potatoes. This amounts to 40, five-gallon buckets
full of veggies. If | can keep the raccoons out of the
corn, it will be a good harvest even though we’ve had
a 20% wind loss. Assistance will be needed to pick
tomatoes, dig potatoes, and pick sweet corn. This
will occur during the first week of August. We will put
an e-mail out for assistance. Thanks to everyone
who has helped with the garden.

Ed Wozniak

FAIR FLOWER SHOW
COMMITTEE

What a fantastic time we all had at the Clark
County Fair! Congratulations to all of the MGVs
who won ribbons. And for all the other MGVs, it is
not too soon to start planning your entries for next
year.

Many thanks to all of the volunteers. Your help
always makes the work so easy.

Thanks also to the Team Leaders: Polly Cooper
(and her assistant Sherry Provens), Pam Thullen,
Nancy Best, Donna Myers, Phyllis Frysinger,
and Joan Corbitt. Special thanks to Ed Wozniak,
Roger Franks, Fred Miller and Tom Davidson for
the weeds!

The FFS Committee will have a wrap-up
meeting in August, date TBA.

Becky Menozzi

| L LS & ¥
Best of Show Winner, Fairy Garden by Tom
Davidson. Photo courtesy of Carolyn Allen.




Continuing Education Credit Program

The Field Trial Committee suggested that we project fits into the bigger national picture of field
have a program to teach our MGVs about the field trials as well as the difference between the field
trial project and the process involved as well as the trials and the AAS trials.
bigger picture and how we fit in. We will meet at the patio at 8:00 a.m. for

On August 27, at 8:00 a.m. we will be hosting breakfast (coffee and donuts) and then begin
“What the Heck is a Field Trial???” Carolyn Allen the program at 8:30. MGV continuing education
will provide background on the project, Wendy May credits will be given (1.5 hours).
and Linda McCann will talk about the greenhouse
process, and Pam Bennett will share how our Pam, Carolyn, Wendy and Linda

Garden Walk in the Park at Snyder Park
August 6, 2015
Join Ohio State University Extension staff and Master Gardener Volunteers on the second Garden Walk in
their new location at Snyder Park, Springfield, OH on Thursday, August 6, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. Come and see
what is new at Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum and the Master Plan for the future.

Learn maintenance tips for your landscape and tips for managing wild life that might be munching on your
flowers. Enjoy refreshments and take time to ask questions of the Master Gardener Volunteers. Meet at the
former Snyder Park Golf clubhouse on the patio. Free to the public. No registration is needed.

CONGRATULATIONS!!

Kathy McConkey’s
new granddughter,
Nora Jane Haney,
born July 13

Ha PPy Birthday
1 Linda Asebrook 26 Rita Young

Larry Pfeifer 27 Peggy Shank 8 Ibs, 20.5”
10 Daina Sirons 29 Susan Newell
11 John Massie 30 Sheila Drennen

13 Dan Barksdale 30 Donna Loney
22 Steve Shelton

Congratulations to Pam Bennett on being one of the Ohio Winners in the
National Association County Agricultural Agents Communications Contest

1.  Personal Column: Pam Bennett, State Winner
2. Bound Book: Pam Bennett & Maria Zampini, State Winner and North Central Region

Finalist




Plant Of the Month them, and they come back just fine. | do this with the

YARROW
Achillea (uh-KILL-ee-uh)

taller varieties, not the short varieties.

These dependable, adaptable yarrows come in
colors of brick, lavender, pink, red, salmon, white, and
yellow. They bloom from late spring until early fall.
The height will vary by species, but usually range in
size from four inches to four feet, with a spread of
twelve to thirty six inches.

Yarrows are informal plants. Use them in the cut
flower garden, in a mass planting, in a mixed border,
or meadow garden. They attract butterflies and
beneficial insects. They combine well with other
sun loving plants that don’t require rich soil such as
alliums, liatris, globe thistles, and purple coneflowers.
A i Yellow-flowered yarrows look good with blue, purple,
; % SN 5 or violet companions such as catmints, geranium
Picture from OnlinePlantGuide.com “Johnson Blue,” and many salvias.

Powdery mildew, rust, and stem rot will sometimes
cause the stems to turn brown, especially if they don’t
receive full sun. The plants won'’t die; just prune out
any diseased stems.

Yarrows are easy to identify whether they are tall
or small. Flat topped clusters of tiny flowers and
feathery leaves are a dead giveaway. Many types
of yarrow will have a spicy odor if you crush the leaf.
Yarrows are quick growers and will soon form dense Dot Burkholder
mounds of lacy leaves with flower heads that often
rise well above the foliage.

This perennial grows best in full sun. The soil
should be of average fertility and well-drained. They
will tolerate drought and poor soil and also tolerate
(but not thrive) in heavy, wet soil, or very humid
conditions. | must add that | have heavy, clay sail,
and even with all the rain we’ve had, my yarrows are
doing quite well. Very rich soil or too much nitrogen
will result in weak, floppy growth, Divide these plants
every two or three years in the spring.

When the flowers have faded, cut them back to

the lateral buds. They will flower longer and more E A
profusely if they are deadheaded. Leave the basal g f ! ‘

foliage in place over the winter, and tidy up in the Susie and Stefan Broidy at our first Wine in the
spring. In reality, | usually grab a handful, whack Park event on Saturday July 18. Picture courtesy
them back without paying any special attention to of Pam Bennett.

AAS and Field Trial beds at Snyder Park Gardens. Photo courtesy of Pam Bennett.
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension
Clark County

3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505

Garden Clean-up
August 5th, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Janet Heater working diligently in the
rain to eliminate the weeds between
bricks in patio. ~ Perennial Committee
workday

http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension, 3130 East Main
Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Volunteer Advisor is Pam Bennett.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more
information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity



