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Sunset from the OSU Extension, Clark County office
Mark Your Calendar! before the November MGV meeting. Photo by Jody
Frisby
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President’s Message

Fran and | recently S
attended the Ohio State
Beekeepers Association
Conference in Plain City,
Ohio. One of the ways _
beekeepers are saving their SEEss
bees is to plant bee-friendly
pollinator habitats in their yards.

This past year, Tom purchased a seed package
of bee-friendly plants and proceeded to rototill
a patch in the back yard and plant the seeds.
Unfortunately, the tilling resulted in a large quantity
of pigweed, ragweed, and thistle seed to also be
planted. They crowded out most of the zinnias,
cosmos, and 20 other varieties of expensive bee
friendly plants.

In spite of Tom’s failure, Fran was able to plant
a successful pollinator-friendly garden in the front
yard by transplanting many sedum, coneflower,
and other pollinator plants from Gateway Learning
Gardens and mulching for weed control.

At the bee conference, we both attended an
excellent presentation by Michele Colopy titled
“Creating Your Own Pesticide-free pollinator
habitat.” Her very first point was “DO NOT
ROTOTILL” . In the spring, we plan to follow
her advice. Instead of using Round-up to Kill
weed seed, Michele used white plastic on her
lawn and used the sun to solar kill the grass
and weed seed. She left the plastic in place
for about 8 weeks before planting. She did this
on her front lawn that she no longer wanted to
mow. For how-to directions visit the web-site,
www.pollinatorstewardship.org and navigate
to: resources/pesticide and pollinators/pollinator
habitat. Then click on the picture titled “A
Yard becomes a Native Habitat” and watch the
slideshow.

We plan to try seeding again in spring following
the guideline for planting a bee-friendly habitat.
Michele saved hours of mowing, cost of gas and,
most valuable, her time by replacing the lawn.

Maybe next Spring we could find a small
patch at Snyder Park for a bee friendly habitat
demonstration. Happy Holidays!

Tom and Fran Davidson

Pam’s Posles

As we approach the holidays, we tend to
reflect on the previous year and prepare for
the next. As | look back on the MGV season,
we have come a long way. We have had
numerous challenges as well as successes.
It's frustrating not having our gardens the
way they were back in 2013, but | also know
that what we have ahead of us is going to be
even better. | keep thinking of the song with
the lyrics “What doesn’t kill you makes you
stronger!” | know that we are going to have
something really special for our community.
My problem is | want it done now!

The holidays also give us time to spend
with families. | think of our Master Gardener
volunteer family and think about how blessed
we are to have such wonderful volunteers for
the OSU Extension program. We couldn’t
do our work without the help of our MGVs.
OSU Extension relies on volunteers to extend
our outreach and help us meet our mission
of engaging people to strengthen their lives
and communities through research-based
educational programming. For this we thank
you.

Enjoy your holiday season with your family.
Rest, relax and come back reinvigorated to
start in earnest on the new gardens at Snyder
Park.

Sincerely,
Pam

Pamela J. Benneft

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State Un.




Carolyn’s Corner
Time to Record Hours

Volunteers, it is time to record all volunteer and
continuing education hours onto the VMS. The hours
will be pulled for the state report on December 31,
2015. If you do not have computer access, write
down your hours and bring to me and | will log them
for you. If you presented any programs, manned a
booth at community events, or other events where
you had contacts with the public, record an estimate
of the number of people you spoke with under
“Contacts” located just below the area where you add
your hours.

Some events such as Garden Fling and Farm
Science Review should have contacts recorded by
the chairperson (s).

Committee Chairs Meeting

The annual committee chairs meeting will be on
Friday, December 11, in the large conference room.
Lunch with the Board of Trustees will be at noon with
the chairs meeting to follow. Bring a dish to share,
and we will celebrate the season and then take care
of business. Chair reports are due December 315t

Board of Trustees Meeting

The December Board Meeting will be on Friday,
December 11, with lunch to follow with committee
chairs, 9:00 a.m. to noon. This meeting is for present
and new officers of the organization.

Recertification and Paying Dues

Volunteers, it is almost time to recertify. When
you see a banner across the top of the screen
when you log on to VMS, it is time. You will read 3
separate documents, and click on submit for each
one. This counts as your signature. | will send out
more detailed information as we get closer to the
time.

After doing this, print off a Yearly MGV Dues
Form, fill it out, and send along with your dues to
Master Gardeners, PO Box 158, Springfield, Ohio
45501. You can find the form under “Documents” on
the VMS.

Mentors

We will have a new intern class soon, and | will be
asking some of you to mentor one of the interns. |
will try to match volunteers with like personalities. It
is a responsibility, so it requires a commitment of time
on your part. We ask that you go to meetings with
your intern, bring her/him to work crews, etc. Make
them feel comfortable and welcome.

Using the VMS

Do you know how to get all information from the
calendar while checking upcoming events? First,
double click on the event name; this will take you to a
page where all the information is stored.

You can find the time, place, date, and location.
The committee chairs’ name will appear if you need
to contact them with questions concerning the event.
In some cases, how many volunteers needed for the
event will be on this page. Ifitis a limited number
of volunteers needed for event, call the chairperson
before going to the event to work so as to make sure
they have duties for you to do.

If you have any questions, call Carolyn.

Merry Christmas to all, and | hope you have a
joyous holiday!

Jo’s Notes:

Thoughts and Prayers

Steve and Susie Broidy. Steve’s mother
passed away November 17th. Their address is
4041 Cortsville Rd., Cedarville, OH 45314.

New Address an Phone #

Rita and Denny Dalton have a new address.
It is10 Micaela Court, West Milton, OH 45383.
New phone is 937-698-0868.




CommITTEE REPORTS
RECOGNITION BANQUET

Save the Date!
Annual Recognition Celebration

February 1t at the Marriott.
Hawaiian Theme
Please Attend!

Judy Niggemeyer
Chairperson

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Perennial Committee met on Wed., November
11, from 4:30-5:15. Some had more “Woody
ornamental wish list” ideas to turn in. This will
continue until first of 2016 when we will begin to
narrow our list.

Wendy May submitted a list of program ideas
for us to consider. We then discussed and
narrowed down the suggestions to five topics
to develop for programs for 2016 and beyond.
Next meeting Jan 13, 4:30-5:15 at OSUE, small
conference room.

Heads up: May, July, and Sept. 2016 Perennial
Committee meetings will be at Snyder Park
Shelter House near the club house, same time.

Kathy McConkey and Dot Burkholder

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The Social Committee has marked this year
as a RESOUNDING SUCCESS! Everyone has
been helpful, positive, and supportive, and we
just can’t thank you all enough! We are looking
forward to the New Year, and hope to have some
fun nights ahead. It will be really difficult to top
the Chili Cookoff, but we will give it the good ol’
College (that’s OSU!) Try! Here’s to a wonderful
and healthy New Year!

Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean

FIELD TRIALS/GREENHOUSE
COMMITTEE

We just want to remind everyone that after
November 30 you will be able to sign-up to
work in the greenhouse for 2016. There is no
prior experience necessary, but you will need to
attend the greenhouse training that will be held
on Tuesday, January 26, from 9 a.m. till 12 p.m.
at OSU Extension office. This will be the only
training day. During the training class, you will be
able to start signing-up for specific work days. It
might be helpful to bring a calendar so you can
keep track of your work days. This year we will
have 45 spots available on this committee.

If you have any questions about the training
or what we do at the greenhouse, please don'’t
hesitate to contact Wendy May (mays1918@
gmail.com) or Linda McCann (linda@mccannco.
net).

Wendy May and Linda McCann

Outside of the greenhouse on Mitchell Blvd. in a cold,
snowy January or February.

Inside the
greenhouse on
Mitchell Bivd. in
a cold, snowy
January or
February.




UTZINGER GARDEN

Here are The 2015 Utzinger Awards (AKA The Tri-
Chairs-Being-Sappy Awards): Fearless-Leader Award:

Pam Bennett. Organizer/Scheduler-Extraordinaire Award:

Carolyn Allen. Backyard-Gardener-Wonder-Women:
Susie Anderson (also awarded Honorable Mention for
Greeter-of-the-Year-While-Suffering-Horrible-Leg-Pain-
and-Having-to-Pee), Rita Young, and Carol Hanusek.
Takers-On-of-the-Impossible-Making-It-Look-Easy
Award: Rita Dalton, Sally Day, Diane Catenacci, Rick
McKinstry, Ed Wozniak, Judy Niggemeyer, Jean Ann
Baker. Staunch-Weeders/Helpers/Encouragement-
Givers-and-Show-Uppers-When-Needed Award:Sue
Ann Dill, Loretta Blazer, Joyce Studebaker, Jody Frisby,
Donna Loney, Denny Dalton. Darwinist-Survival-of-the-
Fittest-or-Naturally-Naturalists Award: Janet Hannel, Tom
Davidson, Fran Davidson. Always-Reliable-Makers-
of-Beautiful-Gardens Award: Natheta Mercer, Fred

Miller, Judy Wessel, Ruth Ann Rahim, Cindy Schneider,
Jean Rickards, Peggie Elsnau. Blades-And-Blooms-
Besties Award: Jo Brown, Sydney Axtell, Linda McCann.
Greatest-Greenhouse-Greenhands-Go-To Award: Wendy
May, Linda McCann. Givers-of-Great-Gifts Award: Kathy
McConkey, Stefan Broidy (sorry you have to hold so long
-we have problems in the Fruits-and-Veggies area!),
Denny and Rita Dalton. Blue-Ribbon-FSR-Volunteers
Award: Phyllis Frysinger, Janet Heater, Susan Newell
(also Special Recognition for Small-World-Ain’t-1t?), Terry
Reid, Sonya Ryhal, George Simon, Daina Sirons, Rachel
Stridsberg, Sherri Summers, Cynthia Valente, Robin
Williamson, Larry Pfeiffer, and a Host of Others whom we
have forgotten to add, or were from other counties.

Money-Makers-Who-Made-A-Mint-In-A-Minute
Award: Ruth Ann Rahim, Cindy Schneider,
Natheta Mercer, Fran Davidson, Jean Rickards,
Peggie Elsnau. INTERN-CUM-LAUDE: Paul
Mohler. TBDBITL (The Best Damn beGardeners
In The Land (give me a break; it was the best
| could come up with...):MARILYN HINDERER
and DONNA MYERS!!! THANKS FOR THE
MEMORIES: See you all next year!

Deb Dean

1st
1st
6th

1 1th
13th
1 4th
1 5th
1 8th
24th
24th
25t
30th

Luncheon table at the 2015 Clark County Focus on Local Food

Summit. Photo by Jody Frisby.

Karen Duncan
Patricia Emery-Sullivan
Deborah Dorsey
Loretta Blazer
Rachel Stridsberg
Judy Wessel
Gloria Sparks
William Queen
Pam Bennett
Cindy Gootee
John Eichelberger
Claudia Fett



Plant of the Month
CHRISTMAS: LOOKING BACK

Ever since I've been writing newsletter
articles, | always write about something to do

the war, but you could buy an electric iron for
$2.49, an electric coffee maker for $6.98, and a
Tiddlywinks game cost 39 cents.

In the 50’s, Dwight and Mamie Eisenhower
sent out Christmas cards featuring caricatures of

with Christmas for the month of
December. The tradition goes on.
| looked at numerous books at
the library and found some fun,
interesting facts | thought you
might enjoy.

Back in 1910, some items on
your Christmas list might have
included a woman'’s leather
handbag costing $3.50. A girl’s
wool dress would have cost $2.95,
and you would have paid $24.50
for a Singer sewing machine. |
think | learned to sew on a Singer
from the 1930’s.

them dressed in bright red suits
with white trimming. This couple
didn’t mind letting their guard
down now and then.

An ad in 1966 suggested
buying a bottled portable radio
costing $35.00 for the guy that
had everything.

In 1981, columnist Ellen
Goodman suggested a way to
lose weight during the holidays
was to give birth overnight
between Christmas and New
Year’s. She also mentioned
divorce; however, this was a

In 1930, you could get a
child’s red wagon for $3.49, a
Westinghouse radio for $21.00, a
dollhouse cost $5.00, and a toy airplane was 65
cents.

The event of Pearl Harbor brought a different
kind of Christmas. Due to wartime conditions,
our little British friends were not overlooked
thanks to our relief agencies in the States. Many
thousands of toys of various types were sent
across the seas by Bundles for Britain. They
were mostly soft dolls and animals made from
scraps of material.

In the States, prices fluctuated wildly during

Vintage Christmas tree art from
http://onerhodeislandfamily.com/

Pictures from the MGV'’s
November meeting posted on the
Clark County Master Gardener
Volunteers’ Facebook page.
Photos by Jody Frisby.

tongue-in-cheek column. My
daughter was born just before
Christmas and, yes, | lost weight,
but the flat stomach | hoped for
didn’t happen.

Remember the boy who wanted a Red Ryder
BB gun for Christmas in the movie “A Christmas
Story.” A BB gun was a big seller in real life as
guns were popular at this time. Watching this
movie is a family tradition at our house.

| hope you remember the “Reason for the
Season” and enjoy all the family traditions.

Best wishes for the
coming year,
Dot Burkholder




HAPPY HOLIDAYS

FROM: OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION
CLARK COUNTY STAFF

Carolyn Allen Patty House

Pam Bennett Connie Kersey
Susie Broidy Kathy McConkey
Jo Brown Tina McGillvary
Kathy Green Janet Myers
Laura Halladay Linda Newman
Holly Hogan Rachel Stridsberg

Patti Holbrook




THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension

Clark County

3130 East Main Street

Springfield, OH 45505

www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

Master Gardener Volunteers that
participated in Keep Clark County
Beautiful 5K Race and Fun Run/Walk to
benefit Snyder Park renovation projects.

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension, 3130 East Main
Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more
information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity



