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Mark Your Calendar!

| February 2015

12 10-12 Office Conference

| 1-4 GLG Planning

13 9-12 Greenhouse Cleaning Day
Io 5:30 Recognition Celebration
111 10-11 Fundraising

! 11-12 Herb Committee

! 1-2 Field Trips Committee

: 6:30 Executive Board

I 12 6:30 Focus on Local: Star Dancer Creamery
I 16 1-4 GLG Planning

j 20 B&B articles Due

121 9-5 Beekeeping Workshop

sbruary

President’s Message:

We bugged out of Ohio for the Alabama
gulf coast Monday for a few weeks. When we
| arrived it was 70" and sunny, | almost feel guilt.
I | do have to keep a low profile being from
I Ohio after the OSU/Alabama game, lots of long
faces and black arm bands. Sorry we'll miss the
| Recognition Dinner, I'm sure it will be a great

b o o o i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e Ceeration and a lot of fun. Karen always does

GET READY FOR OUR BIG

ROUNDUP!!!

February 9th is approaching quickly
and | want to make sure we are all ready
for the 21st Recognition Celebration.
First thing to remember is your silent
auction item. Please bring it with you the
night of the banquet and be creative with
your ideas. Anything in a bottle qualifies
(lotion, salad dressings, salsa, wine, beer).
You are welcome to make a gift basket out
of several items if you are so inclined. |
am looking forward to seeing what all you
creative people come up with. Hope this
will provide lots of entertainment!! Sec-
ond thing to remember is to dress up in
your best western attire!! Boots and jeans
would be great!! Cowboy hats would be
fun as well. Looking forward to a fun
evening to celebrate a great year!!

Karen Neer

such a great job. Before we left Ohio | was
noticing maple buds were swelling a little and
my Witch Hazel is loaded with buds and should
be beautiful, I'm sorry I'll miss its bloom.
Hopefully we won't have to wait until May for
Spring again this year. If you have time, keep
the Beekeeping Workshop on Feb. 21st in
mind. Dwight Wells and the West Central Ohio
Beekeepers Asso-
ciation do a very
good job, very
informative.

Stay warm and
I'll see you soon.

Phil Young
Your 2015
President




Pam’s Posies

Dear MGVs,

It’s hard to believe that another year has come and
gone and we are already a month into 2015! It won’t be
long until we are actively digging and planting again - and
at Snyder Park! 1 can’t tell you how excited | am about
this prospect but | admit, it’s quite overwhelming too! The
thing that gets me through the panic stages when thinking
about this project is that we have done this before and we
have an incredible group of MGVs who are dedicated to
the program. As always, | thank you from the bottom of
my heart for your dedication.

I urge to you to thank our County Commissioners, John
Detrick, David Hartley, and Rick Lohnes if you happen to
see them. They have been extremely generous supporters
of OSU Extension for many, many years. OSUE in
general has gone through highs and lows in terms of
budgets around the state. Some counties have even had to
close offices in the past because of lack of Commissioner
support. We are extremely appreciative of the support
that our County Commissioners provide to our office.

Some of you may not know or remember how the
funding works for OSU Extension. Our office is funded
by federal, state, and local dollars. All of the money goes
to OSUE and we are all employees of OSUE (which is
why we have to abide by OSU policies). The federal and
state dollars pay for a portion of the Educators' costs (me,
Patty House, 4H and Carol Miller, FCS (retired but we are
interviewing to fill her position), and a new 4H Educator to
be hired in Feb.). The county pays $28,500.00 for the first
Educator in the county and the $40,000.00 for each
subsequent educator. The county also pays for our office
staff as well as travel, training, paper, supplies, and other
expenses to run our programs.

The county is also required by ORC (Ohio Revised
Code) to provide OSU Extension an office in each county.
Now, that said, there is nothing stated in the code about the
quality of the office space and believe me, our County
Commissioners have provided us with an incredible space
that allows us to have a top quality program. | have seen
some of the other county Extension offices around the
state and | know we have one of the nicest facilities.

Our office staff and Educators are also outstanding
about raising money for programs. By charging fees for
some of our programs, we are able to pay for additional
supplies as well as staff in some cases.

I hope this little bit of information helps you to under-
stand how valuable the Clark County Commissioners are
to the overall OSU Extension program. We have a quality
program in the county because of our incredible staff and
volunteers. Of course, we couldn’t do the programming

and outreach that we do without you, our most valuable
players. Again, thanks for all you do and please thank the
Commissioners when you see them!

Pam

GATEWAY LEARNING GARDEN

Our next meeting is on Feb. 2, 1:00 p.m. at OSU Exten-
sion office. Carolyn, Kathy, Jeannie (LA), Bonnie
Martens and I had a great time after the last meeting
marking the majority of the trees in our area of the design.
Jeannie will then use this to continue developing the master
plan. Jeannie will be here on Monday with some updates
to the plan. In addition, | want to have a brief discussion
about some of the other activities and the time line that
goes along with this entire process. See you on Monday.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteeer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension

Jo's Notes:

Thought and Prayers

Sally Day's mother passed away January 20", She was 90
years of age. Sally’s address is 2344 Erter Drive,
Springfield, OH 45503.

Frank Demma had back surgery on January 13th and is
recovering at home. His address is 3531 Kingsgate Court,
Springfield, OH 45503.

Road to Recovery:

Peggie Elsnau is doing well after her hip replacement
surgery on December 23. Peggie’s address is 2107
Kittyhawk Avenue, Springfield, OH 45503.

Bob Harley, is recovering after his heart by-pass and
repairs on December 29. Bob’s
address is 2870 Ironwood Drive,
Springfield, OH 45504,

Yearly Certified MGV Certifi-
cates

It was decided at the January
MGV General meeting that the
Yearly Certified MGV Certificates will not be handed out
at the Recognition Celebration. If you would like to receive
one, please email me, brown.1541@osu.edu or call
937.521.3866 that you would like for me to print you one. |
will then put it in your personal file folder.




Carolyn's
Corner

February Programs for Continuing Education

February 3rd
(Tuesday) -
Webinar: Growing
Apples @OSU
Extension in Large
Conference Room,
12:30 p.m. Signup
with Carolyn. 1.5
CEs.

February 21st (Saturday): Beekeeping Work-
shop @OSU Extension, Large Conference Room.
Registraion at 8:30 a.m. Program 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Registration form enclosed. 6.5 CEs.

February 15th (Sunday): Perennial Plant Sympo-
sium @Columbus Convention Center. Pre-registration
(I have forms). Doors open at 7:30 a.m. and program
ends at 4:30 p.m. Cost is $80.00. 6 CEs

February 12th (Thursday): Local Foods Program

@OSU Extension in Large Conference Room, 6:30
p.m. Star Dancer Creamery. 1 CE

March Programs for CEs

March 5th (Thursday): Annual Perennial Flower

School @Hollenbeck Bayley Center. See enclosed flyer.

5 hrs. 15 mins. CEs.

Recertification

Thanks to all of you for completing the recertification
process. If you are having problems please contact me.
I have not heard results from some of the rescreening.
Classes of 2010, 2006, 2002, 1998, and 1994 were

required to have completed this. If I do not hear from
you, you will be on inactive status until | do hear from you.
| can reactivate in amoment’s notice. State reports are
being run and we could not wait any longer. Many thanks
to all of you who completed the process.

Field Trials

Seeds have arrived and we are checking the planting
dates. Greenhouse cleaning has been scheduled. Ap-
proximate seed starting date is the second week in Febru-
ary. Seeyou allinthe greenhouse, where it will be warm
and toasty. Thanks for working on this project.

Recognition Celebration

This event is the culmination of our year and we celebrate
all of our progress. We will be certifying 15 new volun-
teers. Many volunteers will be recognized for their
achievements this past year. Dig out your cowboy boots
‘partner’ and let’s celebrate.

Happy Burthday to-.

1t Debbie Herwy
17th Moty Harley
18th Fronw Dawvidsonw
215t Cawolyn Allenv
22nd,  Cynthia Valente
23rd Dearwne Rucker
29th Frank Demmav




COMMITTEE REPORTS:

GARDEN FLING

Ladies and Gentlemen, the raffle for Garden Fling
needs YOU. Any donations that you are able to make will
be welcome. Please leave your donations at OSU Exten-
sion in the back hallway and please mark them as dona-
tions for the Garden Fling Raffle.

Anyone interested in volunteering their time during the
garden fling working at the raffle, please let me know by
sending me an email: ramenozzi@att.net
Many thanks,

Becky Menozzi

HELPLINE

Itis only 2 months until April, the first month of
HelpLine season. HelpLine is Mondays and Thursdays
from 9:00 to noon each day, April thru September. Please
sign up on the Master Gardener Volunteer Management
System. If you are having problems with the system,
please call me and | will help you work your way thru the
maze and clicks in the system. Or I could sign you up by
phone, (Rick 937-324-5344).

Remember: Lessons we can learn from a snowman:

Wearing white is always in style - even after Labor
Day. Getting outside in the winter is good for your health.
It's fun just to hang out in your front yard. We're all made
up of mostly water.

Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry

FAIR FLOWER SHOW

The Fair Flower Show Committee will hold its first
meeting of 2015 on Friday, March 13, 2015 at 9:30 a.m.
at OSU Extension in the Small Conference Room. We
need all volunteers to be sure that you have signed up on
the VMS and checked your status on the Fair Flower
Show Committee. If you have not checked on the VMS
projects yet this year, please do so.

Remember Fair means pork chops, funnel cakes, sugar
waffles, and I really do promise to try the chocolate
covered bacon this year. Hope to see all of you on March
13that9:30 a.m.

Becky Menozzi

FUNDRAISING

Fundraising will hold its next meeting February 11 from
10-11 a.m. at OSU Extension in the Small Conference
Room. If any members have gardening magazines or
garden related books they no longer need, we are collect-
ing them for the Garden Fling. There isabox located on
metal shelves in the back hallway at OSU Extension for
your convenience. We will also to talking about items we
wish to sell at the Fling.
Ruth Ann Rahim

SEEDS

Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 14th for an
all-day Backyard Vegetable Gardening Workshop. Itwill
be held at Springfield High School, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Cost is $25.00 and includes a lot of great information on
successful backyard vegetable gardening and a box lunch.
You can earn up to six hours of education credit. Hope to
see you all there.
Susie Broidy and Pam Thullen

LOCAL SPEAKER SERIES

The Focus on Local Speaker Series on January 8th
featuring Rue Farms Potato Chips was well attended,
especially considering the bitter cold weather that night.
Jeanne and Matt Rue gave a very informative program and
we all went home with bags of delicious potato chips.

Our next program will feature Star Dancer Creamery
on Thursday, February 12th. Sondra Guenther will tell us
how she specializes in happy cows who give great milk!
She will share with us some of the products made from the
milk such as yogurt and smoothies. Please join usand
bring friends and or family to learn about and support a
local business that produces local food (and earn and an
education credit hour).

Other news: we have scheduled dates and time to start
seeding for the community gardens at the Wittenberg
Greenhouse. Ifyou are interested, please sign up on the
VVMS which also has the dates and times listed.

Susan Broidy, Program Assistant
SEEDS Community Garden Program
OSU Extension Clark County

Ph. 937-521-3860, Fax 937-328-4609



SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Thanks to everyone for the food contributions and
words of encouragement for the January General Meeting
Social Committee kick-off for 2015. We will continue to
have themes: the theme for March will be "Erin-go-
Bragh!" (Irish/St. Patrick Day - anything green, potatoes,
cabbage, soda bread, etc.) Anyone can sign up by going
to VMS and volunteering under "General Meeting", or call
or email Natheta Mercer or Deb Dean.
Thanks,

Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean

HERB COMMITTEE

We will be having an Herb Committee meeting on
February 11, from 11-12 a.m. at OSU Extension in the
Small Conference Room. We will be finishing up the detail
to our Herb Fairy Garden Workshop. Remember to bring
any recipes that you would like to have included in our
recipe guide. All are invited.
Ruth Ann Rahim and Cindy Schneider

PRAIRIES OF OHIO

Examine the origin and ecology of the tallgrass prairies
of North America during a one-hour program that will take
place on Saturday, February 28 at 10:30 a.m. at the
National Trail Parks and Recreation District Adminis-
tration Building. Guy Denny will lead this presentation
and take a closer look at the different types of native
tallgrass prairie remnants found here in Ohio. The
program is free but pre-registration is recommended by
calling 328-7275. 1.0 CEs.
Thank you!
Penny Dunbar

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

The Perennial Committee met Wed., January 14, at
4:45 with 15 in attendance. We passed out Bluestone
Perennial Catalogs for the purpose of “plant shopping” to
collect ideas for our future perennial garden site at Snyder
Park. We implemented a plan to research new plant
possibilities and record them on spread sheets. We also
discussed strategies for the dismantling of the Gateway
Learning Gardens and the plant sale. Thiswill be an
ongoing discussion as we anticipate the completion of the
Master Plan and continue the transition process from
Gateway to Snyder Park. Join us for our next meeting
Wed., March 11 at 4:45 p.m. at OSU Extension in the
Small Conference Room.
Kathy McConkey & Dot Burkholder
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Kathy McConkey at Snyder Park Tree Identification
in January 2015

Conversation Hearts
Such meek
Little tokens
Sugary white,
Shy green, prom
Yellow and pink.
But spiced with
Mottoes: SURE
THING, OH BOY---
Each one like
A reckless wink.
Valerie Worth



History Corner

SPRING is coming soon and | can hardly wait until it
arrives. The calendar announces its arrival on March 20,
2015 and it can't come soon enough for me.

Meanwhile hope you are getting all your seeds and
planning your gardens. An item you should consider is
squash. Itisvery versatile. You can eat it raw or cooked,
fried, grilled, steamed, baked, broiled or boiled. Puree it
for soups, cakes, bread and pie. The word "squash™ is
derived from "askutasquash™ which litterally means "a
green thing eaten raw" in the lanquage of the
Nahahigansack Soverign Nation, the Native Americans
who controlled the surrounding Narragansett Bay in
present day Rhode Island and portions of Connecticut and
Eastern Massachusetts. But, we find that other Native
Americans, Africans, Asians and other cultures grew and
used squash as food and utensils. While researching the
varieties of squash there are some | have seen as decora-
tions but didn't consider them having editable flesh.
Calabash was one , used for bird houses, drinking dip-
pers, bowls, containers, smoking pipes, musical instru-
ments and personal adornment. The Chinese stir fry its
white flesh and the Japanese cut it in strips and dry them.
Calabaza, popular in the West Indies, is pear shaped and
ranges in color from beige to sunset colors which denote
its name. Itis popular in Central and South America, it is
similar to butternut squash but is firmer and more fibrous.
Some of these varieties can be found in international
markets. Chayote or Christopher Squash was originally
cultivated in Central America. Itis light green and pear
shaped, it can be eaten raw or cooked. Think zucchini. It
may need to be cooked a bit longer due to the firmness of
the flesh. Chinese Okra, Luffa Goard or Silk Melon this
squash has a ribbed skin so you don't have to peel it. You
need to select only the young squash, the older they are
the more bitter, tougher and difficult to consume. There
were humerous squashes that were like the pumpkins we
grew in our home gardens and fields that were sweet
enough to use in pies and desserts.

Many of these sweet fleshed squash could be used instead
of sweet potatoes as a side dish. A 1/2 cup of squash is 13 -
125 calories depending on the variety. Keep in mind that
other ingredients that are added when you make cassseroles
or pies will raise the calorie count. Let's not forget squash
blossoms as an edible item aswell asagarnish. So try
something different this year. Plant squash and experiment

with new dishes. Use the larger squashes (pumpkin or
turban) as bowls for your recipes. These versatile vegetables
are available year round.

I would like to bring your attention to one of our own who
passed away this month, Charles Chatfield. He loved
gardening and the history that surrounded it.

Reference in part: Food Glossaries, 40 Types of Squash
Calorie Counter - Dell

Betty J. Grimes, Historian

Cowboy Beans:

Here it is:

Brown 1/2 Ib. of bacon in a large skillet. Remove from
rendered bacon fat and set aside. In drippings, sauté 1
large diced onion and 1/4 cup diced green peppers until
tender. Add 1 Ib. lean ground chuck and brown lightly.
Add back in bacon: Put all in the bottom of a crockpot.
Add 1 - 16-0z. can of pork and beans (undrained), 1 -
16-0z. (drained) can of dark red kidney beans, 1 - 16-0z.
(drained) can of butter beans, 1 - 16-0z. (drained) can of
Great Northern beans, 1 - 8-0z. (drained) can of baby
limabeans. Add 1/4 cup (+) brown sugar, 1/2 tsp. dry
mustard, 1/4 cup molasses or maple syrup, 1 jar of
barbecue sauce (I like Sweet Baby Ray's) and 1/2 tsp.
ground pepper. STIRWELL.

Cook on high for 1 hour. Lower setting to Low and
cook for5-6 hours, stirring from time to time. Enjoy!

Also, if anyone wants to find where the Rue potato
chips can be purchased, go to their Facebook page and
look under general information. The closest place in Clark
County is Pfeiffer's Orchard on US 68 South (north of
Yellow Springs.)

Deb Dean

| Reminder: Al fees for recertification, programs, events, |
jetc. that are sponsored by the Master Gardeners of Clark |
ICounty need to be payable to Master Gardeners of Clark I
County and mailed to Master Gardeners of Clark County,
PO Box 158, Springfield, OH 45501-0158. OSU Extension I
| cannot accept any checks for the Master Gardeners. |
] Thank you. |



GREENHOUSE COMMITTEE

The 2015 Field Trials/Greenhouse team is locked in
and training was held the last week of January. Tuesday
work days will begin mid-February and Thursday
sessions will start in mid to late March.

'-”’R‘ |

It may be cold outside but it will be toasty inside the
greenhouse Tuesday, February 3 from 9-12 noon*
for our annual cleaning. “Many hands make light
work”— never will that be more true than on this fun-
filled morning. We will be scrubbing benches, cleaning
fans, wiping walls, pulling weeds/clearing moss, plus a
host of other chores to get the greenhouse ready for
action. There’s a job for everyone. Bring rubber
gloves, scrub brushes and toothbrushes, kneeling pads,
rags, and buckets. *Note: Time on January newsletter
calendar was incorrect.

We tend to grow more than just plants during our
greenhouse season from February through May. Not
only do we produce lovely plants, but we also find
unwelcome visitors such as bacteria, fungus, insect
populations and plenty of organic debris.

If you did not get to be part of this year’s team, but
would like to help with the cleanup, feel free to join us.
Questions? Contact: Linda McCann or Wendy May

PLANT OF THE MONTH:

VIGNA (VIG-nuh)
Snail Vine, Corkscrew vine

Every growing season | like to try growing at least one
new plant. Last year it was Tuberose and now | know this
plantisn’t high on my favorite list. Foranumber of years
I’ve thought about growing a Hyacinth Bean vine and a
Snail Vine. Maybe this isthe year I’ll actually do it. This
month I’ll talk about the Snail vine. This plant always
interested me because it looks somewnhat like a snail and is
alittle different. Different looking plants usually get my
attention and plus the fact the catalogs list it as being
fragrant.

Snail vine is native to South and Central America. If
we grow it in our area it will be an annual. The vinesare
clustered with exotic, fragrant, oddly coiled 12 inch
corkscrew flowers in colors of purple, cream, and yellow.
The flowers appear in midsummer and last until fall. The
plant loves heat, so you won’t see it grow much until the
weather gets really warm.

Plant this vine where it will get at least six hours of full
sun. It likes rich, moist, well-drained soil and a pH of 5.6
to 7.5range. Itwill probably look best planted against a
wall, on afence, or growing on atrellis. It will have a
height of 4 to 20 feet long. The leaves comprise 3 oval
leaflets and the flowers will be pealike.

You can also plant the vine in a container. If planted in
a container, you can keep it over the winter in a green-
house or a warm, sunny room. Water just often enough to
keep the soil barely damp, and don’t fertilize it while
inside. The seeds are difficult to germinate so you may
want to purchase
plants, at least for
your firstencounter
growingthisvine. A
lot of catalogs will
not carry this vine,
however, the Burpee &
catalog carries both
seeds and plants.
Find it on page 109
inthe current issue.

Dot Burkholder
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Floriography - What Is 1t??7?
The language of flowers, sometimes called
floriography, is a means of cryptological communi-
cation through the use or arrangement of flowers.
Meaning has been attributed to flowers for thou-
sands of years, and some form of floriography has
been practiced in traditional cultures throughout
Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. Plants and
flowers were used as symbols in the Hebrew Bible,
particularly of love and lovers in the Song of Songs,
as an emblem for the Israelite people, and for the
coming Messiah. InWestern Culture, William
Shakespeare ascribed emblematic meanings to
flowers, especially in Hamlet, Prince of Denmark.

Innocence,

Cheerful Thoughts Cheerfulness

True love Forgiveness

LIGHT RED
CARNATION

DARK RED
CARNATION

WHITE
CARNATION

PINK

CARNATION SUNFLOWER

7

Loyalty, -
Longevity

ORCHID

oy

Deep Love,
Affection

PINK LILY

Admiration Purity, Luck Gratitude

WHITE LILY YELLOW LILY CALLA LILY

‘w

-

Re-Union,
Everlasting

Strength,
Captivating

Purity,
Sympathy

Aspiration,
Prosperity

Happiness

Interest in floriography soared in Victorian England
and in the United States during the 19th century. Gifts
of blooms, plants, and specific floral arrangements were
used to send a coded message to the recipient, allowing
the sender to express feelings which could not be spoken
aloud in Victorian society. Armed with floral dictionaries,
Victorians often exchanged small "talking bouquets," called

Article by: Sydney Axtell

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

nosegays or tussie-mussies, which could be worn or
carried as a fashion accessory.

SAMPLEFLOWERSENTIMENTS

Absence - Artemisia

Absence - Wormwood

Admiration - Rose, Pink

Admiration - Sunflower, Dwarf
Admiration - Amethyst

Affectation - Cockscomb Celosia
Affection - Rose, Yellow

Always cheerful - Coreopsis

Always lovely - Pink, Double Indian
Ambassador of love - Rose, Cabbage
Ambition - Hollyhock

Ambition - Laurel, Mountain
Amiability - Jasmine, White
Amusement - Bladder Nut Tree

An accommodating disposition- Valerian, Red
An appointed meeting- Pea, Everlasting
Animosity - Saint John's Wort
Anticipation - Gooseberry

Anxious and trembling- Columbine
Appreciation - Rose, Deep Pink

MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
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March 21, 2015 - 11 AM to 1 PM
Brandeberry Winery
5118 W. Jackson Road, Enon, Ohio

Cost: $35 per person
Registration First-Come-First Served
Maximum of 35 Participants

For Reservations: Call Carolyn at 937-521-3860
Send Check to: Clark County Master Gardeners,
P.O. Box 158, Springfield, OH 45501

i . CTRRRY
1 All plant materials and decorative : 2 M

items will be provided. Wine
tasting will be available at an g
additional cost. )




Ohio State University Extension
Clark County

3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Stay Warm, Spring is Coming...

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension Office, 3130
East Main Street, Springfield, OH 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. for more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity



