
Presidents Message:
It looks like we will have a beautiful week of cooler 

weather the final days of May. The Victory Garden at 
Snyder Park is sporting beautiful potato and onion patches 
and will soon have 10 rows of corn and 80 tomato plants. 
We are hoping for some well-timed rains until water is 
again available on the golf course. Thanks to Susie Broidy, 
Pam Thullen, and the volunteers who planted and moved 
the vegetable seedlings from Wittenberg to Snyder Park 
for community gardens and Victory Garden use. Rick 
McKinstry, Ed Wozniak and volunteers are doing a great job 
and should have a great harvest on the golf course fairway if 
water flows. 

Pam plans to start excavation of the site for the trial beds.  
Sounds like a great photo opportunity!!  The greenhouse 
workers did an awesome job of raising the seedlings this 
year.  They look better than ever. So do the plants.  I’m sure 
the seedlings look forward to putting down their roots in 
Snyder Park soil soon.

Our candidate for 2015 OSUE Outstanding Master 
Gardener  Volunteer is Natheta Mercer.  She is very 
deserving of nomination.  Natheta does much more for us 
than garden.  She is always a joy to be with and makes work 
seem fun!! 

Our nomination for Project of the Year is the 4-H Flower 
Beds and Entrance Garden at the Clark County Fairgrounds.    
Thanks to Susie Anderson and the committee for this 
project.  Susie has a special place in her heart for 4-H.  She 
is dedicated to helping the kids learn and do their best.

Our nominee for Friends of Master Gardeners are Terry 
and Judy Fredrich of Habit Creations of Ohio. They have a 
20 year history of supporting MGV projects. Terry Fredrich 
most recently plowed and tilled the Victory Gardens for us. 
They deserve the OSUE State recognition and our earnest 
thanks.

   Hope to see you at the MG picnic at the Polo Club on 
Saturday, June 20.  I also look forward to seeing you on July 
18, 2015 at the wine tasting fund raiser at the Snyder Park 
Club house. We need to advertise “Master Gardeners of 
Clark County at Work” with signage and some of Carolyn’s 
beautiful planter designs.

I hope to see a field of new, red polo shirts at one of the 
events!! Please wear sunscreen in the garden and wear 
safety goggles and ear plugs if using a chainsaw. Remember 
to lift with your legs not your back.

Tom Davidson, President

Mark Your Calendar!

1	 9-12  Helpline 
	 10-12  OSU Extension Office Conference
3	 9-12  Garden Clean-up
4	 9-12  Helpline
8	 9-12  Helpline
10	 6:30  Executive Board
11	 9-12  Helpline 
	 9-12  Utzinger clean-up
12	 9:30-12  Fair Flower Show committee
15	 9-12  Helpline
18	 9-12  Helpline
20	 5-8  MGV Picnic
22	 9-12  Helpline
23	 9-12  4-H Flower Beds
24	 9-12  Utzinger Clean-up
25	 9-12  Helpline 
	 6:30-8:30  pm Garden Walk in the Park
26    9-9:30 Fair Flower Show meeting
	 9:30-12 Fair Flower Show Educational 
	 program
29	 9-12  Helpline

June

http://osu.edu/topics/horticulture/blades-blooms-newsletters.
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4	 Robin Williamson
16	 Jean Hardin
20	 Jane Malowney
23	 Susie Anderson
23	 La Donna Lowe
27	 Judy Hopper
28	 Donna  Comer



Hopefully we will be able to officially unveil the 
master plan for the garden at the Wine Tasting Event 
in July.  I am really looking forward to the master plan 

and to its implementation.  I 
have been down at the garden 
site quite a bit lately and there 
is a lot of interest in that area 
and in what we are doing.  
Someone always stops and 
asks what’s going on.

Thanks to all for your sup-
port in this process.  It’s been 
a long road but I believe the 
worst is behind us.  The fun 
starts now as we take a blank 
canvas and create something 

really cool, spectacular, and wonderful for our com-
munity!

We haven’t scheduled our next Gateway Learning 
Garden Committee (name to change soon) at this time 
as we are waiting on Jeannie Martin, the Landscape 
Architect, to take the rest of our garden ideas and 
place them in the design.  We also need to be consid-
ering the name of our future garden.   Something to 
ponder as you weed your garden!

I also want to thank Marilyn Hinderer and her com-
mittee and EVERYONE who came out to help with
the Perennial Plant and Barn Sale.  I had a blast work-
ing with the customers, working with our volunteers, 
and selling.  I also owe a few of you lunch for get-
ting rid (most) of the sedum.  Kathy Zernachel really 
worked hard digging it up!  Thanks to all of you for 
such amazing commitment to this organization.  

Pam

Pam’s Posies

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension
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Dear Master Gardener Volunteers;

Things are happening at the 
Snyder Park garden site!  The 
Victory Garden is planted and 
up and growing and looks pretty 
doggoned amazing.  I encourage 
you to go to the garden and take 
a look.  It's located behind the 
white barn at the end of the road 
to the far left of the clubhouse.  If 
the gate is closed, you can open it 
and drive down to the barn.  The 
field trials are prepped and ready 
to plant and by the time you read 
this, they should be planted (bar-
ring heavy rains!)  We are still in need of people to 
remove trees at Snyder Park in order for the excava-
tion to be completed.

The field trials are in a temporary location for this 
year only.  We were up against the gun in terms of 
getting them planted at the end of May so we had to 
make a decision.  They are going to be located in the 
area where the excavation is to be completed, but 
because of a few glitches and getting the trees moved 
out of the area, we had to move to Plan B.  We are 
good at that, right!

National Trials Parks and Recreation District (NT-
PRD) staff is cutting the trees down for us, but we 
are responsible for cutting them up and removing the 
wood.  If you know of ANYONE in need of firewood 
(especially if you have friends that heat with fire-
wood) please have them call Carolyn Allen.  She is 
handling the logistics of getting the trees removed.  
Please do not tell people to go down to the park and 
start cutting!  They must speak with Carolyn first in 
order to know what trees are available and to meet 
with her prior to cutting and removing.  

Once the trees are gone, we can begin to excavate 
the area.  We need to take out sand and gravel and 
get down to the topsoil for planting.  This will allow 
us to plant the Early Ohio Settler's Garden, the turf 
plots, and the future field trial site (2016).



Carolyn’s Corner

Carolyn is planting the Field Trials.
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Jo’s Notes:

Reminders:
There are still Garden-pedia books for MGVs to 

pick up at the office. Please pick up as soon as pos-
sible.

Thanks.

I want to make sure you all know 
how much George and I appreciated 
the concern, prayers, cards, and offers 
for help we received from so many of 
you, my Master Gardener Volunteer 
friends.
We are thankful for all of you! 
Kathy McConkey

Pictures from the Perennial Plant & Barn Sale.



Committee Reports:
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social committee

Speaking of picnics, (and we ARE!) the annual 
MGV of Clark County picnic at the Polo Club, 3644 
Urbana Road, Springfield 45502, will be held on June 
20, 2015.  Doors will open at 5:00 PM for swimming 
and social hour, and the picnicking will commence 
at 6:00 PM.  For those who have never attended, this 
is a family, fun-time affair with swimming, games, 
good food, and, as always with our group, animated 
discussion! This is a carry-in meal with main dishes 
provided by the Social Committee. 

 If your last name ends in A - H, please bring 
an appetizer or a salad (including cheese trays and 
veggie trays).  If your last name begins with I - R, 
please bring a side dish (beans? potato salad, which 
could also be included in salads?, etc.). If your last 
name begins with S - Z, please bring a dessert.  

Does anyone have a Cornhole Game which we 
could borrow?  This will be lots of fun.  

Sign-up on the VMS calendar or call or email 
either Natheta Mercer @ (937) 325-5202 (home), 
(937) 761-3533 (cell), email: emnm1960@att.
net; OR Deb Dean @ (937) 605-7402 (cell), email: 
duck6012@yahoo.com, or, what the heck, just show 
up!  

We hope to see EVERYONE there!
Deb Dean and Natheta Mercer

Perennial committee
First of all, congratulations to Marilyn Hinderer & 

LaDonna Lowe and their outstanding committee for a 
fantastic Perennial Plant and Barn Sale!

As of this writing, Perennial Committee will have 
begun a clean-up, design, and planting around the 
clubhouse at Snyder Park.  Our job for this spring 
and early summer is to transplant the plants that were 
saved from GLG to Snyder Park to the clubhouse 
area and have it looking beautiful for “Wine in the 
Park:  an Ohio Wine Event.”  Look for more on this 
event scheduled for mid -July!
See you in the gardens!
Kathy McConkey and Dot Burkholder

victory garden

The Victory Garden is planted and growing well.  
Come out and see, or better yet, come out and work 
in the garden.  Like all gardens, it will need weeding, 
maintenance, and harvesting.  For now, Friday 
afternoons seem to be a good time for a workday.  We 
still have no water (May 20).  Hopefully it will be 
turned on by June.

COME OUT AND SEE WHAT WE HAVE DONE.  
MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO MADE THIS 
HAPPEN.

Ed Wozniak & Rick McKinstry

helpline
Helpline is off and running.  Last Thursday we had 6 
calls and one walk in.  
All of June Helpline days are taken, one day in July 
(Monday July 6) is open, and 4 days in the last half 
of Aug. are open.  If you re interested in volunteering 
for any of these dates, please call me (Rick @324-
5344) or sign up on the https://ohio.volunteersystem.
org.  (Need help?  Call me.)
June Helpline
	 MONDAYS	 THURDAYS
	 1  Dianne Champney	 4  Dianne Champney

	     Ruth Ann Rahim	      
	 8  Dianne Champney	 11  Kris Webb 
	 15  Dianne Champney	 18  Kris Webb 
	 22  Dianne Champney	 25  Kris Webb 
	 29  Dianne Champney
REMemBER: What do you call a stolen yam?
A hot potato.  
Richard McKinstry

Master Gardener Volunteers hard at work 
preparing for May’s Perennial Plant and Barn Sale
Picture from Nancy Best



rain garden committee

I just got word from Sky Schelle, City of Springfield 
Stormwater Coordinator, that the City of Springfield 
is constructing a large rain garden on Oesterlen’s 
property.   If any Master Gardeners have an interest 
in helping plant the plugs, their assistance would be 
welcome.   Plug planting is being supervised by the 
contractor, but performed by city staff and Oesterlen 
kids and staff.   The rain garden will be quite large 
and is intended to reduce flows in an eroding ditch 
downstream of Oesterlen.  

The work is scheduled to begin by June 15th.  
Planting will be a couple weeks later (if we have good 
weather).   I’ll pass along a firmer planting schedule 
once a definite date is established.

Picture is of rain garden at Springfield City Service 
Center at time of planting last year.
Lola Walston

Early Ohio Settlers Garden

Our garden is still at Gateway, and seven hard 
working Settlers showed up on Monday, May 11th, 
, to help clean our beds. I want to give out a Big 
Thank You to Peggy Shank, Kathy Mark, Gloria 
Sparks, Cindy Gootee, Joyce Studebaker, and Nancy 
Best. We took out six large lawn bags of weeds and 
trimmed-up our hops and rhubarb. We were surprised 
to discover that we had 6 cardoons growing in the 
kitchen bed, and both our apple trees are flowering. 
We are still hoping to get moved to Snyder Park 
before the summer is over, but there is a lot to be 
done before we make our move. The 10th tee will 
need to be excavated, soil brought in, and a fence 
will need to be placed all around the 52’ by 40’ new 
garden. 
Thanks again – Jean Rickards
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FAIR FLOWER SHOW
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

Friday June 26th at 9:30 a.m., the Fair Flower 
Show Committee will have a continuing educational 
program.  The program will highlight the types of 
flowers that should be shown at the fair – is that a 
round, a spike, a spray, or a weed?  We will also be 
discussing the rules and regulations that will help 
you show your best flowers. Please feel free to bring 
some of your own flowers, and we will be glad to 
answer your questions.  As with all MGV programs, 
refreshments will be served.  Please come and enjoy.  
This program will be especially helpful to those who 
volunteer during the Friday exhibitor’s check-in. 

Friday, June 26th, 9:30 a.m. in the large conference 
room.  See you there!
Becky Menozzi

fair flower show committee
The Fair Flower Show (FFS) Committee will meet 

on Friday, June 26th at 9 a.m. in the large conference 
room.

We will have schedules to discuss and sign up 
sheets for the Fair Days.

We will also be having an educational day on June 
26th for all MGVs. Time for the seminar will be 9:30 
- 12 noon. More information will be seen with this 
B&B. 

By the time this issue is released, we will have the 
FFS moving day to the fairgrounds. I will be sending 
an additional email to all members of the committee.

Deadline for fair entry forms to be at the fair office 
is JUNE 30th

Every MGV is always welcome to enter the flower 
show. Please check the 2015 fair book for details.

If any MGV wishes to volunteer to work at the fair, 
please contact me by email with the dates/times you 
wish to volunteer. More information will be available 
at the July General Meeting on Wednesday, July 8th.
Becky Menozzi
ramenozzi@att.net



SEEDS Community Garden
     What a busy month!  All plants are out of the Wittenberg Greenhouse, which means all the community 
gardens have picked up their plants and seeds and are busy planting their gardens.  We have a total of 25 com-
munity gardens this year and have two more that want to be included for next year.
	 The 12x12 community gardens at Snyder Park are mostly planted and thanks to Rick McKinstry and 
Ed Wozniak and the Victory Garden committee – the Victory Garden is planted and looking great.  This is a 
great garden site with great soil and when we work out the kinks – this will be a SEEDS Feature Garden.
	 The Food Summit Committee met and plans are underway for the best Focus on Local Food Summit – 
ever! It will be November 14th at Springfield High School.  The theme is: Extending the Season and will also 
emphasize how to have a local Thanksgiving.  So mark your calendars, it will be great.
     The Focus on Local Speakers Series has successfully ended.  We are making plans for season two which 
will start in July.  Watch the VMS for details.  
     Lastly, the Tomato Bucket Project with McKinley House Women was very successful.  Thanks to Pam 
Thullen, Rachel Stridsberg and Ed Wozniak for helping with this project.
     Thanks so much to the SEEDS Committee for all their help and support.
Susie Broidy

2015 UPCOMING EVENTS
Walk in the Park

June 25, 2015, 6:30 p.m., Free
Snyder Park, Springfield, OH
Meet at old Golf Clubhouse

Wine Tasting Fundraiser in the Park
July 18, 2015

Snyder Park Clubhouse, Springfield, OH

Clark County Fair Flower Show
July 24 - 31, 2015

Clark County Fairgrounds
More info:   http://clarkcoag.com/

Walk in the Park
August 6, 2015, 6:30 p.m., Free
Snyder Park, Springfield, OH
Meet at old Golf Clubhouse

Farm Science Review
September 22 – 24, 2015

Utzinger Gardens, Molly Caren Agricultural Center, London, OH
Programs during the event on Gardening

http://fsr.osu.edu/

Food Summit
November 14, 2015, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Springfield High School
701 East Home Road, Springfield, OH



Field Trials & Greenhouse

What does it take to have a 
successful greenhouse season? 
	 •	 One gifted horticulture educator—
Pam Bennett
	 •	 One dedicated program assistant—
Carolyn Allen
	 •	 One skilled office assistant—Jo 
Brown
	 •	 One cooperative relationship 
with NTPRD for facility support and 
maintenance
	 •	 One knowledgeable MGV who 
provided valuable knowledge on IPM—
Pam Thullen
	 •	 Two MGVs with construction skills 
who reinforced the plant benches and 
made necessary repairs—Shonil Datta and Ron Kurth
	 •	 Several past greenhouse chairs who offered valued wisdom 
and encouragement
	 •	 Over 24 enthusiastic MG volunteers who rotated in the 
greenhouse to  seed/transplant/inspect/maintain plants as well 
as clean/weed/maintain the greenhouse facility for over 3 ½ 
months
	 •	 Several truck drivers to transport lumber from Gateway to 
the greenhouse and plants to Snyder Park on planting day
	 •	 A dozen clever volunteers who set up an impressive 
hardening-off area outside the greenhouse
	 •	 Numerous folks 
who lugged 250 
trays containing over 
2000 plants to the 
hardening-off area 
and installed row 
covers 
	 •	 A faithful 
watering team of eight 
who dipped plug trays 
and watered pots 
covering seven days 
a week (This job to 
continue through part 
of June for the extras 
not yet planted at 
Snyder)
	 •	 Four volunteers 
who are meticulously cleaning plug trays
	 •	 One team to prep plants for transport 
	 •   One team to pull and load trays for planting day
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uTZINGER COMMITTEE
The Tri-Chairmen recently met with the FSR folks 

and discussed all the twisty inside inner workings of 
the Utzinger Garden, or at least the operation of the 
sprinkler system. Everything is “go,” and we have a 
new garden this year: a Container Garden. Sally Day 
and Diane Catenacci have volunteered to head the 
new garden. (We love them!)  If there are any other 
suckers, er…volunteers…to head a garden, please 
contact Marilyn Hinderer, Donna Myers, or Deb 
Dean, and we will set you up: we have an area behind 
the McCormick building, and there will be another 
area beside the McCormick Bldg. when the FSR crew 
removes the porch which currently resides there.  And 
always remember: we love worker bees to help with 
weeding, and suggestions for design, or anything at 
all.  Also, we are thinking about a Fairy Garden:  any 
takers?  Any suggestions, positive criticism, or good 
gossip, please contact Marilyn, Donna, or Deb.  
Onward to Utzinger!
Marilyn Hinderer, Donna Myers and Deb Dean

Jerry Laub and Bill Queen 
building the framework for shade 
area.

Completed hardening-off 
tables with row covers on 
plants.

 •   A large contingent of master gardeners to install 
the plants in the field trial beds and numerous other 
sites at Snyder Park

Have the greenhouse responsibilities ended? 
Not yet: still to come will be 2-3 days of 
container cleaning and disinfecting at a time 
yet to be announced. Watch the VMS and your 
email for dates.

Thank you to all who have made the 2015 
greenhouse season such a great experience. 
Linda McCann and Wendy May—Co-Chairs

Finished shade area for 
hardenening-off shade 

plants.



PLANT OF THE MONTH:
Wild Ginger
Asarum (uh-SAH-rum)

Wild gingers are strictly foliage plants.  This 
perennial will make a carpet of foliage in dark spots.  
Their heart or kidney-shaped 
leaves are either velvety 
or shiny, depending on 
the species.  The Chinese 
variety has a touch of silver 
marbling on the leaves.  
Wild gingers do bloom, but 
brownish flowers lie flat on 
the ground and are hidden by 
the large leaves.

Wild gingers are tough, 
but slow growing and spread 
by rhizomes.  They like 
humus-rich, evenly moist, 
well-drained, and slightly 
acidic soil. According to 
Tracy DiSabato-Aust, the 
plant has performed well in 
more alkaline conditions.  You can divide these plants 
in spring or early fall, but division is rarely needed.  
Plant wild gingers in partial to full shade.  Avoid 
planting too deep.  

You can plant wild gingers and then just simply 
ignore them.  In my opinion, it’s a good thing to have 
some plants that don’t require a lot of attention.  They 
really don’t need any care once they are well adapted.  

They spread slowly but surely through creeping roots, 
yet they are not invasive.  If they get out of bounds, 
just cut away or pull out any unwanted sections

Fall is the best time to multiply wild gingers, but it 
can also be done in the spring.  Dig out a clump with 
a section of creeping root and a few fibrous roots and 

move somewhere else.  They 
don’t require division, but you 
divide them for propagation 
purposes.  

The foliage season will 
vary by species: check the 
labels.  Foliage color is light 
to dark green and the height 
is 4 – 9 inches.  Use these 
plants in the garden as an 
edging, groundcover, in mass 
plantings, rock gardens, on 
slopes, and in the woodland 
garden.  

Wild gingers combine well 
with any woodland plants.  
Bleeding hearts, ferns, hostas, 
early spring bulbs, and other 

shade lovers also make good neighbors in a shady 
border.

Meadow View carries a Chinese variety which 
has silver markings.  I also called Bonnie’s to see if 
they carried any wild gingers, but did not receive an 
answer before writing this article.
Dot Burkholder
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Wild Ginger grows in colonies under deciduous 
trees.  From Eat the Weeds and other things too, 
with Green Deane.

April  25, 2015  was downtown Springfield Cleanup 
and, once again, Master Gardeners  participated.  It 
was a cool, overcast  day  with breakfast of bagels 
& coffee to start us out.  We cleaned up around the 
Elderly United & bus stop,  the Heritage Center 
area,  the library  and the YMCA.  Finishing  just as it 
started to rain, we went in to Elderly  United and had 
lunch.  We worked hard,  had some fun, and felt good  
just helping our town look neat,  tidy  and clean.

Thanks to Lois O’Keefe, Jean Rickards,  Janet 
Heater,  Diane Champney,  Rita Daulton,  Ed 
Wozniak,  Peggie Elsnau,  Katherine Elsnau,  Linda 
McCann,  Linda Asebrook,  Claudia Fett,  Karen  
Duncan,  Steve Shelton, Terry Reid,  Marilyn 
Hinderer,  and  Natheta Mercer.  Makes me proud 
of Master Gardeners!  You all are the best!  I hope I 
didn’t miss  listing any one that participated.  If I did, 
I am sorry & please let me know.  
Thanks again,  Natheta Mercer 

Downtown Springfield Cleanup A Success



THE HISTORY CORNER
Looking back to our beginnings, a time when one 

could look to the future of the Master Gardener Program 
in Clark County,  I pulled an evaluation of the Master 
Gardener Service Areas in 1993 from the archives relating  
specifically to the community garden areas.  This account 
was written by one of our Master Gardeners in his journal 
of that period.  His name was James R. Johnson.  See if 
you can recognize some of the same things we are doing 
now.  Jim’s Record:

“The planters below the city building on ground level 
would provide more viewing by the public.  However, 
water soaker hoses should be laid beneath the soil for thor-
ough watering once a week.

The soil needs more clay soil added to hold moisture.  
Taller flowers should be planted such as sunset cosmos, 
coreopsis, etc. to enhance viewing from ground level.

This project  needs soil replenishing and a way to water.  
A taxus was removed in 1992 and a substituted juniper 
was taken in 1993.  One mum was pulled up and thrown 
aside.

More neighborhood gardens or public areas should be 
planted – get residents involved.

There should be 2 people going on these projects.  A 
buddy system is better in some of these areas, especially 
downtown and at the Madonna.  Maybe a project at Sny-
der Park– Pennsylvania House or other public AREA.

It would be helpful if the city could mow closer to the 
planter on Home Rd.  We had to keep the area mowed by 
using WEED EATER.

This is a nice service to the community.  Some of the 
garden areas need a lot of work and attention but I’m not 
sure there are finances for soil enrichment, peat moss, etc.

Among ourselves and Community Beautification mem-
bers these city entrance flower beds hold meaning.  I have 
to wonder just how much impacts the rest of our citizens.  
I’m sure most folks have no idea who plants and/or main-
tains them.

I only helped plant the flowers at the city building.
This was a good group project.  I feel that any big 

undertaking we do as a group should begin with a group 
involvement.  Good input and makes group a unit.”

Jim would appreciate all of the programs that have been 
developed since he was a Master Gardener.  The public’s 
awareness and appreciation for what we have shown 
through all of our projects and the beautification through-
out the Clark County.

Because of this journal, we can see just how far the or-
ganization has progressed due to the dedicated work of the 
Clark County Master Gardeners.
BETTY J. GRIMES
Historian

Beautiful Floral Arrangements
On May 6, 2015, a group met at Springview to 

make 20 floral arrangements for the Springfield 
Foundation Women’s Scholarship Luncheon.   The 
arrangements turned out so beautiful--each were 
different and unique.   Thank you each for sharing 
your talents and 
hope you had fun 
as well.  Our thanks 
to Jean Rickards,  
Joyce Studebaker,  
Wendy May,  Judy 
Niggemeyer,  Lois 
O’Keefe, and 
Natheta Mercer.  

Natheta Mercer

More MGV  hard at work preparing for 
May’s Perennial Plant and Barn Sale.
Picture from Nancy Best
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The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension, 3130 East Main 
Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 
information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Garden Clean up 
June 3rd 

9-12 am

Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505

New “Central Bark” gate for dog park next 
to our new gardens.


