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Mark Your Calendar
5	                           Labor Day Office Closed
7	       9-12	      Garden Clean-up
9	     10-?              SPGA Committee Mtg.
12	     12-2	      Office Conference
13	       9:30-?	      Clean-up cCubhouse SPGA
14	       9-12	      Utzinger Work Day 
	       4:45-5:30    Perennial Cmte at SPGA  
		       Shelter House 
	       6-8:30	      General Mtg. at SPGA  
		       Clubhouse
16	       9-12	      Utzinger FSR prep 
16-17	      State MGV Conference,  
                           	     Cuyahoga Falls, OH.
19	       9-12	      Set-Up Farm Science Review
20-22	      Farm Science Review
26	      10-12	      Early Ohio Settler’s  
		       Committee Mtg - OSU Ext.
30	       1-3	      Wildflower Walk-Clifton Gorge
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Utzinger Gardens in July getting ready for Farm 
Science Review, September 20th through 22nd.

Blades and Blooms
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President’s Message
Victory At Last !!  It has been a long and expensive 

battle to save our annual sweet corn crop from 
Momma Raccoon and her cubs.  Our first year 
planting corn was almost a total loss in spite of a 
hilarious effort to discourage the thieves.  A couple 
days before the corn was ripe, I found 25 partially 
eaten ears on the ground and raccoon prints.  That 
night, I ran a hundred foot extension cord to an 
oscillating fan hoping the raccoons would be fooled 
into thinking something was lurking in the corn and 
stay away.  The next morning, there were 25 more 
ears on the ground.  Momma raccoon and her cubs 
had been nice and cool while dining. Angry now, I 
was determined to outsmart these stupid raccoons. 
Next night, I tied a “Casper the Ghost” mask to the 
fan. Yep, next day 25 more ears gone. Then I tied a 
flashlight to the oscillating fan to scare the robbers 
away. This resulted in 30 well eaten ears on the 
ground since I had provided them better lighting. As a 
final effort, I hooked up a radio in the corn patch and 
found a religious station so the human voices could 
be heard. Sure enough, in the morning, most of the 
remaining decent ears were ravaged. In addition to 
air conditioning, good lighting and 5 nights of good 
eating, momma and her cubs found salvation. In a 
humiliating defeat we picked all the remaining corn 
and planned to wage war the next year.

In subsequent years, I installed an oscillating, 
motion-detector sprinkler.  The first couple of nights, it 
worked!!  No ripened corn had been picked for a few 
days; however, the third night, the raccoons came 
to the corn from the dry end and ate half the crop. 
Next year, I purchased another sprinkler, but they 
simply went to the middle of the corn patch and again 
enjoyed a feast.  

Eventually I tried two electric fence configurations. 
The second was more powerful than the first. It only 
cost a few hundred dollars, but the electric fence 
will only work with a good ground which is hard to 
maintain in dry conditions. When grandkids started 
arriving, the electric fence idea was retired.

Until this year, we always planted an early corn 
variety and a later hybrid in order to have an 
extended harvest. The early corn grows so low to the 
ground that the huge yellow ears are an easy grab for 
a raccoon. The later corn, like Silver Queen, grows 
almost 12 feet tall and a raccoon needs to climb 
for dinner. This year we cancelled the early corn, 
delayed planting Silver Queen a few weeks, and 
staggered a second planting. No raccoons because 
now there is plenty of other easier-to-pick corn 
available. A victory at last! What took so long???
Tom Davidson

Pams Posies
Wow!  What a summer:  first bone dry and then 

stop the rains.  The field trials took a beating with the 
recent rain; however, we also needed the rain, so I 
can’t complain!  

I hope that you have had a chance to go down to 
the gardens and simply enjoy them.  While you were 
down there, did you see others enjoying them as 
well?  Each time I am there, I can’t help but notice the 
traffic, not just in our gardens but in the park overall.  
Next time you see LeAnn Castillo, National Trails 
Parks and Recreation District Director, or Brad Boyer, 
Deputy Director, or any of their staff, give them a high 
five!  Be sure to thank them for what they are doing 
to keep our parks in tip-top shape.  It’s no secret 
that their budget is strained, but I have seen a lot of 
park districts in this same boat and the outcome isn’t 
always that great.  Thank them also for allowing us 
the opportunity to create our gardens in the park.

Speaking of thanks, in the last newsletter, I forgot 
to mention the Victory Garden.  Do you realize that 
they have thus far donated over 2 tons of produce to 
the 2nd Harvest Food Bank?  That’s more than 4,000 
pounds of fresh vegetables.  Each week, you can 
find many of our volunteers in the garden harvesting, 
weeding, and working to ensure that our community 
has fresh vegetables.  This is pretty incredible.  I am 
not sure where we stand in the statewide competition 
for MGV’s, Let’s Grow Ohio, but I am pretty sure we 
are in the top few.  Thanks goes to Ed Wozniak for 
leading this effort!  Be sure to check out the pictures 
of one of the latest harvests in this newsletter.

Good luck to all who are working at the Farm 
Science Review.  I haven’t seen the gardens recently, 
but I have heard that they are looking great and 
coming along.  I hate to miss the review again, but I 
will be at a National MGV Coordinator’s Conference 
during the week.  It seems that there is a conference 
falling on that week every year.  

We are still moving forward (thank goodness) 
on the development plans for our gardens.  It’s 
painfully slow.  I finally have almost all of the survey 
(still waiting on main water lines to be located by 
the city) and, once we have this, Susie Broidy and 
crew can locate the Garden of Eatin’ and begin its 
development.  We can also locate the Pavillion.  The 
committee responsible for coming up with the design 
will be meeting in early September to finalize the 
design.  

Raising the money for the project is next.  The 
Springfield Foundation has been incredibly helpful 
with developing a fundraising brochure to get us 
started.  More about this at the September general 

cont. on p. 3
See photo on p. 5



3

Carolyn’s Corner
Well, most of our gardens are beginning to look 

like fall is on the way.  It seems like all we got 
done this year was water the flower beds.  It was 
too hot to sit outside on the porch and enjoy the 
gardens.
Farmer’s Market

Thanks to all of you who have manned the 
booth at the market this year.  It is a fun way to 
earn hours, and you probably got to see a lot of 
your friends there.  Hope you enjoyed it as much 
as I did.  Again, thanks to all of you.
Volunteer Hours
Hope everyone is getting their volunteer hours:  

the later in the season the fewer opportunities 
are available.  After September, I do not have 
many activities for you to volunteer to add to 
your total hours
Meeting Rooms

Committees, please leave meeting rooms 
set-up like we do for general meetings.  Do not 
change the format unless you are willing to put 
everything back to normal before leaving. Thank 
you so much.
Farm Science Review

Thanks to all volunteers who volunteered to 
work in the gardens during the event. It will be a 
fun time, and you will be able to meet and so-
cialize with Master Gardeners from all over the 
state.  It is great fun to see what other groups 
are doing. Plus, you will be able to look at the 
beautiful gardens the Utzinger committee has 
planted and maintained.

Jo’s Notes:
Thoughts and Prayers
Linda McCann’s husband, David, is having 
health issues.  Their address is 1238 
Glenmore Drive, Springfield, OH 45503.

Mike Russell’s father passed away in June.
Mike’s address is 4743 Lincoln Place, Urbana, 
OH 43078.

meeting.
I hope to see many of you at the State Conference in 

Summit County this month!  
Sincerely,
Pam

Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum Committee
Our next meeting will be at the Clubhouse on 

September 9th at 10:00 a.m.  We have a lot to catch up 
on including an update from the Donation Acceptance 
Policy Committee, Signs Committee, the survey, and the 
location of Garden of Eatin’.  See you there.

Wild about Wildflowers
Our last wildflower walk at Clifton Gorge will be on 

Friday, September 30th at 1:00 p.m.  Meet in the parking 
lot at the Gorge.  Bring friends and spouses if you would 
like!  While you are looking at your schedule to see if 
you can make this one, go ahead and mark all of next 
year’s walks as well!  Start the first Friday in March 
and go through May, from 1:00 - 3:00.  We may have 
to cancel some of them, but at least you have them on 
your calendar.

If you attend these walks, I guarantee you will learn 
at least one new thing about plants and will get more 
than 5,000 steps in during the two hour hike.  It is a 
little strenuous and I would consider it a medium hike.  
There are steps to go down into the gorge and then flat 
ground with stones to walk over.  There is a bit of a hike 
up the hill at the end of the trail and then flat ground.  If 
you are not sure if you can make it or not, talk to one 
of the many hikers to find out about the level of energy 
you would need.  Natheta Mercer, Lois O’Keefe, Ruth 
Ann Rahim, Janet Heater, Steve Broidy, Sue Ann Dill, 
Sally Day, Linda McCann, Rick McKinstry, Paul Mohler, 
Jan O’Neill, and Dorothy Gordon are just a few of the 
regulars.  

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension

Pam’s Posies  cont. from p. 2

Congratulations Pam!
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Committee Reports

HELPLINE
     We thank all of you for a great season on Helpline.  For the 
month of September, Kathy McConkey has agreed to handle 
all calls to Helpline.  If you are interested in helping out on the 
September Helpline, contact her for a date when you can volun-
teer.  September’s phone calls are usually few.  
     For the past 3 to 4 years, calls to Helpline have dropped in 
numbers.  We think that we are doing a good job of educating 
our callers on how to find gardening information on-line as well 
as over the last few years many more gardening sources have 
opened up on-line.  This may explain the drop in calls.  Therefore, 
next year we are thinking about having Helpline only one day a 
week.  If you have any thoughts about this change (1 day vs 2 
days a week) in Helpline, please call Ed (937.399.3597) or Rick 
(937.324.5344).
     Remember:  “My mother’s dinner menu consisted of two 
choices: Take it or leave it.”
     Again, thank you all,
Ed Wichael and Rick Mckinstry

VICTORY GARDEN
     The victory garden is producing well for us this year.  We are 
fast approaching the total weight produced last year of 5200 lbs 
and with a little more potato digging should surpass that total.  
Thanks to all the Master Gardener Volunteers who show up to 
help with the harvesting.   
Ed Wozniak

SEEDS  COMMUNITY GARDEN 
PROGRAM
     All of our gardens are winding down and harvest is almost 
done.  We still have a few gardens to visit.  We will be following 
up with end-of-the season activities.
     This summer we held two Walk-Through Garden Work-
shops.  They were well attended.
     Plans for the Third Annual Focus on Local Food Summit 
are well underway.  The date is Saturday, November 12, 2016 
and will be held at Springfield High School from 8:30 to 3:00.  
The theme is “Collaboration, Co-op, Coalition.”  Cost is $25.00.  
The challenge this year is to establish a local food coalition.  
Continuing Education credit can be earned by attending.
Susie Broidy

     Retro Thanks to EVERYONE WHO CONTRIBUTED FOOD 
(we had the BEST Tapas Bar EVER!) at the July meeting. I 
know that it gets redundant to hear, but we have the best group 
of MGV's in the world!  (Sorry, but the only punctuation on my 
computer is an Exclamation Mark!).  For the September General 
Meeting, we will be having a "Fruits (and Vegetables) of our 
Labor" theme: anything fresh out of our gardens or our favorite 
produce stand or grocery store!  Natheta “Betty Crocker” has 
suggested that all of that produce would go well on and with 
hamburgers, which will be provided by the Social Committee.  
So, we will see you at the General Meeting on September 14.  
(And, oh, by the way, for all of you OCD sufferers, there will be a 
cleaning of the clubhouse event sponsored by the Social Com-
mittee on Tuesday, September 13.  Cleaning supplies optional).     
     A huge thanks to the Board of Trustees for expanding our 
budget: due to the large number of attendees at this year's GM's 
and Picnic, we have run a bit short. Thanks, as ever,  Natheta 
“Betty Crocker “Mercer, Deb “Julia Childs” Dean, and The Social 
Committee (After September 19 to be known as "Good House-
keeping").
Deb Dean and Natheta Mercer

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

UTZINGER GARDEN (FSR)     
    Wow!  Here we are at THE BIG MONTH: Farm Science 
Review (FSR)  is coming up on Tuesday, Sep. 20 through 
Thursday, Sep. 22.  Carolyn Allen will be passing out tickets & 
parking passes at the September General Meeting (Wednesday, 
Sep.14).  Times of the FSR are from 8:30 AM until 5:00 PM 
(Thursday, FSR closes at 4:00 PM).  Morning Crew is requested 
to be on-site at The Shed at 8:00 AM & there will be a short 
Pep Talk & Coffee-Cup-Filling Clache at 8:15 AM.  Volunteers 
with parking passes park at the Western Lot (just east of SR38, 
north of the intersection light at US40 and SR38; there will be 
law enforcement and FSR personnel pointing the way.)  Please 
wear red polo shirts, if you have one, with your name badge;  or 
a MGV T-shirt (wth the correct logo) with your name badge; or 
even a red shirt (OSU-optional!) with your name badge.  
     There will also be Rovers to give breaks; please take advan-
tage, as we like to work all volunteers as hard as we possibly 
can (Kidding!).  Also, same instructions as above for PM Vol-
unteers, except that we shall attempt to have a Meeting in The 
Shed at 11:45 AM.  Get your Hand-Shaking and Baby-kissing 
Politician Mode on, as we would like Volunteers to interact with 
visitors & get feed-back on how we can make improvements 
in the future.  Please remember that there will be a number 
of students passing through our area; they (or their schools) 
have paid admission to the Review, and even though there is 
nothing more frustrating to us "Old Folks" than teenagers and 
their mobile phones & Pokemon GO!, please make them feel as 
welcome as possible.  They might be taking care of us in The 
Old Folks Home someday!  We hope that you are as excited as 
we are!  
Marilyn Hinderer, Donna Myers, and Deb Dean
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3rd	 Marilyn Hinderer
5th	 Connie Kersey
5th	 Jerry Laub
7th	 Dorothy Burkholder
8th	 Joyce Studebaker
8th	 Cathy Zernechel
11th	 Kathy Eckell
13th	 Penny Dunbar
13th	 Betty Grimes
17th	 Dianne Kane
19th	 Cindy Schneider
21st	 Peggie Elsnau
24th	 Janet Hannel
25th	 Anne Joyce
25th	 Marilyn Ryan
27th	 Becky Miller
29th	 Sonya Ryhal
30th	 Katherine Frazier

What Would We Do Without Them?
     Every volunteer organization has people who 
give some type of time, talent or treasure.  We 
are really blessed to have someone who gives 
a special kind of time to our MGV’s.  Carlene 
Grassle has taken care of us for many years 
by bringing watermelon during the heat of our 
workdays.  I just wanted to let her know how 
much we all appreciate it!  Thanks Carlene and 
also to her friend, Dr. Cooper!

Great job Victory Garden! MGV’s helping with 
the harvest.

Carlene Grassel bringing her watermelon 
treats for our garden clean-up

Tom Davidson saves his corn from 
momma and baby raccoons. Photo by 
Fran Davidson

Happy  
Birthday!
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Plant of the Month
SEEMED LIKE A GOOD IDEA AT THE TIME

Grandpa Ott came to live at my house more than 
ten years ago.  The trouble with Grandpa is he only 
looks his best in the morning, he won’t go home, and 
he won’t die.  I’ve tried to kill him but no luck so far.  
Don’t get excited; Grandpa is 
a Morning Glory plant.  

Years ago, I read or heard 
all the hype about how this 
was such a pretty plant with 
big, purple flowers, looked 
good on a wall or a trellis, 
easy to grow, etc.  It really is 
easy to grow.  It’s not easy 
to get rid of it.  I’ve sprayed 
with Round-Up, and pulled 
out the new little plants and 
years later Grandpa is still 
with me.  Well, it seemed like 
a good idea at the time.

I admit that I am a sucker 
for plants with variegated foliage.  When I saw the 
pretty leaves with red/pink, green, and yellow colors 
I just had to have some in my garden, so I planted 
Houttuynia or Chameleon plant.  Information you find 
in books will tell you this plant spreads quickly by un-
derground rhizomes and may become invasive.  Dig 

up and curb growth if it gets out of hand.  Trust me, it 
will spread quickly and you will have to keep digging 
it up.  I’m still digging up this plant years later.  Well, it 
seemed like a good idea at the time.

I’m not sure why I decided to plant Forget-me-not.  
Perhaps I wanted some more spring color.  They are 
pretty in the spring, so I thought I’d leave the seed-

heads on the plant in hopes 
of having even more plants 
the next year.  It worked.  
Now I find myself pulling 
out the plants after bloom-
ing because they do not 
stay in one place.  Well, it 
seemed like a good idea at 
the time.

Maybe I was looking for 
a plant with a long bloom 
time when I planted Malva 
(Mallow).  Flowers bloom 
for about 3 months on tall, 
bushy plants.  They are 
easy to grow.  They self-

sow prolifically to the point where some varieties are 
considered weeds.  I think I am growing the ‘weed’ 
variety.  If you want a plant that stays put, don’t plant 
Mallow.  Well, it seemed like a good idea at the time.

Dot Burkholder

The “Ask A 
Master Gardener” 
team went out 
to Snyder Park, 
the new home 
for Clark County 
Master Gardener 
Volunteers, & what 
a great learning 
field trip! Pictures from past Wool Gathering. 

This year at Young’s Jersey Dairy, 
September 17 and 18.

Morning Glory’s from FlowersVG.com
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THE HISTORY CORNER

     September (Roman month from Latin:  septem, “seven”) was originally the seventh of ten months 
on the oldest known Roman calendar with March (Latin:  Martius) the first month of the of the year 
until perhaps as late as 153BC.  After the calendar reform that added January and February to 
the beginning of the year, September became the ninth month, but retained its name.  It had 29 
days until the Julian Reform, which added a day.  September  was called “Harvest Month” in Char-
lemagne's calendar.  

     This is the month to clean our gardens and harvest our produce and re-evaluate how we would 
like them to look next year.  How about placing some colorful additions, like bird houses on decora-
tive poles around the yard?  Recently I went on a Master Gardener trip, and one of the interesting 
things about the gardens was the addition of all sizes and types of bird houses.  I'm  thinking about 
adding a few colorful bird houses to my yard.  The house wrens (Troglodytidales aedon) are nesting 
in my carport gutter every year, so a bird house will be in place for them to  occupy next year.  Sev-
eral years ago, I placed T-poles in my gardens as perches for the birds.  It really helped eliminate  
quite a few  pests.  As autumn goes into winter, the birds look for shelter.  Why not give them a little 
house?  You will create a safe place for our little feathered friends, as well as have the joy of watch-
ing them fly back and forth.

     “The garden is a doorway to other worlds, one of them is the world of birds.  The garden is their 
dinner table, bursting with bugs and worms and succulent berries”.  Ann Raver 

Autumn begins September 22, 2016.

Betty J. Grimes

HEADS UP!!!  UPCOMING 5K AT SNYDER PARK

     All  Master Gardeners plus family, friends and neighbors have a chance to participate Novem-
ber 5 at Snyder Park.  Check-in starts at 8:30---race starts at 10:00 a.m.  Cost is $20.00.  Spon-
sored by Clark County Recycling.  Half of the profits will be given to Master Gardeners for our 
new gardens.  So, be getting in shape to walk or run.  It is a FUN and healthy event.  Questions?  
Contact Natheta Mercer (937.325.5202) or Deb Dean (937.568.0060).  Will have sign-up sheet 
at General Meeting.  Plan to join us.  You just might win a metal as our own Pam Bennett did last 
year.

Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension, 3130 East 
Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Garden Clean-up
September 7, 2016


