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MGVs helping
out at Local
Food Summit,
Saturday
November 12th.
Kathy McConkey,
Terry Reid,
Natheta Mercer,
Jean Rickards,
Connie Kersey

Recognition Celebration
has been rescheduled

Due to an unforeseen circumstance, the MGV
Recognition Celebration has been changed to a different
date.

The new date is February 20, 2017, at Courtyard by
Marriott in Springfield.

Please add this date to your calendar and delete the
February 6™ date.

Mark Your Calendar

1 91 Wreath Workshop/Brown
Bag lunch

Thank you.

12-2 Office Conference

8 9-12 Swag Making at Mark Your Calendar-........... 1
12:00-3:00 Cancer Center President’s Message.......... 2

9-3 Exec Board/Potluck/Chairs Pam’s Posies.........ccceeueneee 2
4_6:30 Carolyn A”en’s Ret"'ement Car0|yn,s Corner ................ 3

_ Open House Jo’s Notes........occeurueruennne. 3
Presidents Day observed - Office Closed Committee Reports .......... 4
Christmas Day - Office Closed History Corner ................... 5
Christmas Day observed - Office Closed Plant of the Month ............. 6
Birthdays ..........cccccceiienneee. 6




President’s Message

Our Master Gardener’s election brought us
president-elect: Steve Broidy ; treasurer: George
Simon Il; secretary: Linda Asebrook; member-at-
large: Joyce Studebaker. In January, Jean Rickards
will take the gavel as President CCMG. | wish
the new team success as they transition from the
Gateway Learning Gardens to the creation of Snyder
Park Arboretum and Gardens.

The official first day of winter is December 21, but
winter has already arrived in Ohio as | type this.
Tomato plants are dead. We picked a few green ones
before the freeze last week, and they are trying to
ripen on the kitchen window. We miss the bounty of
the garden already. Seed catalogues are arriving.
We used to spend many hours reading and trying to
decide which new varieties to try each spring. Now
(in our senior years), we have settled for Rutgers,
Marglobe, and Roma tomatoes with a Lemon Boy
tossed in. Fran saves seeds from our spaghetti and
butternut squashes for next year’s garden. This year
the garden produced over 100 squash. | just counted
68 left. Our honey bees are mainly responsible
for the increased yields. Family, friends, and food
kitchens benefit from the surplus crop.

Winter is a good time to plan next year’s garden
goals. Fran already has a manure pile waiting to
be spread in the spring or sooner. Don’t you think
| deserve a new John Deere tractor with a bucket
to spread the stuff? We tried one out at the Farm
Science Review, and it even comes with a backhoe
and a belly mower. | promised Fran that if she
bought one for Christmas, I'd install a 4 inch block on
the gas pedal so she could mow grass with it. She
didn’t find that very funny.

Our garden plans for next year include planting
for pollinators and in particular for honey bees. We
had a rewarding year with the girls. Our 22 hives
overwintered last year 100% and produced about
1,200 pounds of honey this year. Fran sells the
honey at the local farmers markets and her brand is
“Golden Queen Honey.” It is now carried at Copey’s
Meat market in Medway. Our honey won 1st and
2nd place ribbons at both Clark County and Ohio
State Fair. She won 2nd at the annual Ohio State
Beekeepers Association conference. Fran says just 6
more seasons and Golden Queen Honey will buy the
John Deere tractor. We'll be in our 80’s.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Tom Davidson

Dear Master Gardener Volunteers of Clark County,

Wow---what a whirlwind year we have had. As the
holidays approach, we take time to reflect on the year
and review our successes and our challenges. We
have had a great many successes this year and, if
you really think about it, we are much farther ahead in
the two years we have been at Snyder Park Gardens
and Arboretum than we were at Gateway! We have
five gardens developed thus far and if you include the
area around the clubhouse, six! We have changed
the look of the former golf course and have given our
community another reason to come down to Snyder
Park.

As this area continues to go through the rejuvenation
process, keep in mind that we are a big part of this
process. There are a lot of community members
counting on us to make this happen. | have no doubt
in my mind that we will succeed. This is all because
of the passion, commitment, and dedication of our
volunteers. OSU Extension, Clark County, is truly
blessed to have each and every one of you helping to
make our program stronger and teaching others about
your passion.

| can never thank you enough for all that you do for
OSUE. My job would be terribly boring without you!
| wish each and every one of you and your family a
joyous and healthy holiday season.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension




Carolyn’s Corner

It is almost the end of another active year for Mas-
ter Gardener Volunteers. We are making progress
on our new gardens at Snyder Park and we donated
a lot of food to Second Harvest food bank (6838 Ibs.).
The Early Ohio Settler’s Garden and the Turf Plots
have been installed as have the compost bins. The
pavilion committee and the fence committee have
been looking at designs and materials so, hopefully,
next year we will have raised enough money to imple-
ment both of these. The perennial gardens and the
research plots are waiting for irrigation and sidewalks
to be installed. | believe we have made great prog-
ress this year and we are looking forward to what next
year will bring.

I want to thank all of you for your support the past
ten years; | have enjoyed being your coordinator. And
now | am looking forward to being a fellow Master
Gardener Volunteer. See you all in the greenhouse!

Now for Some Items of Business

1. Committee Reports due December 31.
on the VMS under documents.

2. December 15: ALL HOURS DUE!
Committee Chairs meeting on December 16.

4. December 19: Recertification Process will begin--
must be completed by Dec.31.

5. December 31: All dues should have been sent
to Treasurer, George Simon. @Master Gardener,
P.O. Box 158, Springdfield, Oh 45501. Form on
VMS: Newsletter/Documents/Yearly Membership
Fees Form/2017 Yearly Dues.

Forms are

All volunteers, the committee chairs have asked me
to remove all names from their committee rosters and
ask you to re-volunteer yourself for 2017. The lists
have a lot of names on them that are no longer active,
and they would like to have a list that is more correct.
| will do this on December 12, so we will start fresh in
2017.

Continuing Education Hours

ANNUAL P.L.A.N.T. Seminar: Cost $80
January 15, 2017, at the Columbus Convention
Center.

Speakers—Andy Pulte, Roy Diblik, Gene Bush,
Kerry Ann Mendez, Susan Martin, and Irvine
Etienne

Natures Neighbors--Wildlife Workshop:
February 25 @ Heritage Center: Cost $35

2016 Food Summit.

Jo’s Notes:

New email address:
Fabenne Brandenburg has a new email address:
fabenneb50@gmail.com

Don’t forget!
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CommITTEE REPORTS
PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

At this writing, PC is waiting for another daffodil
bulb shipment from Brent'n Becky’s Bulbs. Hopefully
we can get ahead of really nasty weather. We were
able to order through the Bloomin’ Bucks promo and
$168.75 will come back to our MGV program.

In 2017, Perennial Committee will continue to have
regular meetings from 4:45-5:30 before the General
Meetings except for May 10, when we will attend and
support the Plant $ale-ebration meeting from 5-5:30
at SPGA.

The most blessed Christmas, Hanukah and New
Year to all!

Kathy McConkey & Dot Burkholder
UTZINGER GARDENS

The Utzinger Garden is sleeping peacefully and
resting up for the Spring of 2017. Even with the
dry weather, the garden presented itself well this
year, and will be even better in 2017. Carolyn Allen,
coordinator, and the Tri-Chairs attended an FSR
Steering Committee Meeting at Eddie George’s
Grille in Columbus on November 18, and presented
our program and suggestions for improvement.
The new Management of FSR is very progressive
and responsive to Utzinger needs, and we are all
delighted with continuing another year at our favorite
OSU venue. O-H!

Marilyn Hinderer, Donna Myers, and Deb Dean

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

As usual, a huge “Thank You” to everyone who
brought food to the November General Meeting. It
was one of the best buffets we have had so far. We
offer too few words to say how wonderfully giving
our membership continues to be! Also, MGVs under
Natheta’s leadership, provided snacks and drinks for
the Snyder Park 5K on November 5 and participated
by signing up to walk/run/crawl in the event. Half
the proceeds from this event will go to the SPGA
fund. A fun time was had by all (in the most gorgeous
weather EVER)!

Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean and Social Committee
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SNYDER PARK GARDENS
& ARBORETUM GARDEN JUBILEE

| do not know about you, but | am excited about the
news that on Saturday, August 5, 2017, we will be
having our first “Jubilee” at Snyder Park. It has been
a few years since we have had a “Jubilee”, but we
have enough gardens and activities going on now at
the park that it is time to invite the public to see what
we are doing for them and our community. We do
have a small problem though: we need a chairperson
to head-up this “Jubilee”. | am hoping one of you will
step forward and say you would love to do this. This
committee is made up of all chairs and anyone else
interested in this project. So, please let me know if
you would like to do this. Thanks.

Jean Rickards, President-Elect

GREENHOUSE/FIELD TRIAL
COMMITTEE

We want to remind everyone that after November 30,
you will be able to sign-up to work in the greenhouse for
2017. There is no prior experience necessary, but you
will need to attend the greenhouse training that will be
held on Tuesday, January 25, from 9 am until 12 p.m. at
OSU Extension office. This will be the only training day.
After the training class, you will be able to start signing
up for specific work days.

If you have any questions about the training or what
we do at the greenhouse, please don't hesitate to
contact Linda McCann (linda@mccannco.net) or Cathy
Zernechel (catz3243@att.net)

Linda McCann and Cathy Zernechel

HELPLINE

Helpline will be only one day a week this next sum-
mer season: Thursdays from April thru August with
Kathy McConkey doing September. If you have any
questions, call Ed or Rick. We had about 76 calls this
past season. That is a drop from past years.

Remember: What do you call a kid who doesn’t
believe in Santa? A rebel without a Claus.

Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry
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IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN!!!
TIME TO MAKE DOOR SWAGS AT THE
CANCER CENTER

Help is needed! We need donations of greenery,
2” Christmas ribbon with wire, and wire coat hangers.
You can take the greenery to the office by Dec 7 or,
if you want us to cut it at your home, please contact
Natheta Mercer by Dec. 2 so we can schedule a time.
If your are helping to make the swags in the morning
shift at the Cancer Center, just bring them with you.
We are having a prep work day Dec 1 at Springview
in the large conference room starting at 9 a.m. until
finished. You may want to bring a sack lunch with
you. Snacks, coffee and tea will be available. On
Dec 8, we will be making the swags at the Springfield
Regional Cancer Center, 148 W North St, Springfield,
next door to the hospital, starting at 9:00 a.m. There
will be 2 shifts: 9to 12 p.m. and 12 to 3 p.m. Please
sign up on VMS if you can; if you prefer, contact
Natheta @ 325-5202 or e-mail emercer2016@twc.
com. Please state which time you prefer to work. |
have already talked to several of you. Please contact
me again to make sure | scheduled you for the time
requested.

We will also schedule 1 or 2 greenery cutting days
depending on the weather. Please watch for emails
from the office.

The first year we made 20 swags; last year we
made 120. Every year the number increases. The
patients all appreciate the swags which are so
beautiful. This is a project that affects each one of us
personaly. | am so very grateful for all of your help in
this project.

Remember these dates: Dec. 1, 9 a.m. at
Springview and Dec. 8 at Cancer Center, 9 a.m. to 12
p.m.or 12 to 3 p.m.

Thank you, Natheta Mercer

THE HISTORY CORNER

It's that time of year again. All the pots and tools
are cleaned and put away until next year. Christmas
season is upon us and, with it, the greenery and
festive reds which bring cheer to the long, dark
December evenings. The poinsettia stands front
and center as a symbol of Christmas. According to
The University of lllinois Extension’s fact sheet on
poinsettia, this beauty was once considered a weed.
But, as Ralph Waldo Emerson pointed out: a weed is
“a plant whose virtues have not yet been discovered.”
Though the Aztecs once used poinsettia to make
purple dye, it was U.S. ambassador to Mexico and
botany lover, Joel Roberts Pointsett, who saw its
beauty and, in 1828, brought it home to cultivate
in smaller sizes. Today, “Poinsettias are the best
selling potted plant in the United States and Canada.”
Even in the grey, gloomy, darker days of winter, after
peering out at our sleeping garden beds, cup of joe in
hand, isn’t it comforting to visually pause and soak in
the living vibrant rich reds of our beloved Christmas
Poinsettias?
We can be
thankful
for the gifts
expanding
through
the ages in
the happy,
soothing,
and healing
energies
found in the
plant world
shared
through the compelling love we share of botany and
gardening, The quotes above were taken from the
University of lllinois Extension Fact Sheet.

Picture by Andy Mabbett on wikipedia.org

Carrie Moore

Nature looks dead in winter because her life is gathered into her heart. She withers
the plant down to the root that she may grow it up again fairer and stronger. She
calls her family together within her inmost home to prepare them for being scattered

abroad upon the face of the earth.

Hugh Macmillan, “Rejuvenescence,” The Ministry of Nature, 1871



Plant of the Month

It’s Beginning To Look Like Christmas

If you’ve read this column for a number of
years, you probably know that the December
issue will have something to do with a Christmas
theme. | wanted to write an interesting and
brilliant article. Sorry, that ship has sailed. I'm
not brilliant until I've had at least two cups of
coffee. I've had more than two cups of coffee,
and I'm still not brilliant, so I'll tell you about a
Christmas project our church is
doing for our shut-ins.

The idea came from a picture in
a craft magazine that | saw while
standing in line at Pat Catan’s. |
collect empty 15 ounce cans (like
the ones that contain green beans,
corn, pumpkin, etc.). The next
step is to clean the can, remove
the paper wrap, and try to scrape
off the globs of glue remaining on
the can. Getting the glue off is not
always easy. “Goo Gone” helps.

After this is done, go to the next
step. | call myself the “spray paint
queen,” but maybe I'm only a “princess.” At any
rate, then | start spray painting the cans with red
paint. It will take several light coats per can.

Next, you will need floral foam to fit inside the
can. | use blocks of the floral foam and use the
top of the can to make a mark on the foam so |
could see how round to cut the foam. | then use
a serrated knife to cut the foam into a circle and
the length | want.

| suggest you cut the foam in your garage

On interest - Saved from
sewmanyways.blogspot.com

because that green stuff floats all over. You
can put a piece of duct tape folded over on the
bottom of the can, sticky side up, and put the
floral foam on top of the sticky tape to hold the
foam in place.

Now for the fun part. Our craft group at church
helped to finish the rest of the project. The
above steps were just too messy to do inside
the church. We glued wired ribbon, two — three
inches wide around the center of the painted can
to jazz things up a bit.

The final step consisted of
poking small bits of fake greenery
in the floral foam at the top of
the can. We also placed small
pine cones, small Christmas
pics, small berries, spray painted
twigs, weeds or whatever else we
| thought would make a nice green
)| Christmas floral arrangement for
our shut-ins. Some of our shut-
ins are in nursing homes and
don’t have much space available
for floral arrangements. Using
fake greenery means the staff
doesn’t have to pick up falling

needles.

Our group was pleased with the results. |
plan to help my granddaughters make some
for their mom over the Thanksgiving holiday.
You could also use coffee cans to make larger
arrangements. Just have fun using your
imagination.

Best wishes to all in the coming year!
Dot Burkholder

1€t KarewDuncaw
. 6t Deborah Dorsey
%llﬂv Lovetto Blager
14th Judy Wessel
15t Gloriav Spawks

18th Bill Queew

24th Paumv Benwnett
24t Cindy Gootee
25th Johw Eichelberger
30thv Claudiov Fett



SEASON’S GREETINGS!!
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Carolyn Allen
Pam Bennett
Susie Broidy
Jo Brown
Kathy Green
_- Laura Halladay
E of. Patti Holbrook
2. Kiley Horn
Patty House
Kathy McConkey
Janet Myers

Linda Newman
Eric Roberts
Meighan Schutte
Erin Trempe

FROM ALL THE STAFF
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION
CLARK COUNTY '
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension

Clark County

3130 East Main Street

Springfield, OH 45505

www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the OSU Extension, Clark County, 3130 East Main
Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity



