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Mark Your Calendar for March!

9-12 FT Workday, Greenhouse 9-12 FT Workday, Greenhouse
8:30-4:30 MGV Training 18 11-12:30  Perennial Committe Meet & Greet
9-12 Garden Clean-up Young's Golden Jersey Inn

9-12 P$ Greenhouse Workday 1-3 Wildflower Walk

8:30-4:15 Perennial Flower School 19 9-3:30  Vegetable Workshop

1-3 Wildflower Walk 21 912 P$ Greenhouse Workday

9-12 P$ Greenhouse Workday 1?3:12 ggggscggnr;nrﬁﬁge

12-2 OSUE Staff Office Conference 29 .12 ET Workday. G h
g orkday, Greenhouse
9-12 FT Workday, Greenhouse 1-3 Garden FIir¥g Committee

8:30-4:30 MGV Training 23 8:30-4:30 MGV Training

9-12 P$ Greenhouse Workday 9-12 P$ Greenhouse Workday

6-8:30 General Meeting 10-11 Field Trio C it
9-12 FT Workday, Greenhouse - e1d Trip Lommitiee

6:30-7:30 Focus on Local Speaker Series 9-12 FT Workday, Greenhouse

9-12 SEEDS Seeding at Wittenberg 1-3 Wildflower Walk

9:30-12 Fair Flower Show Comm. 6-7 Seed Saving Workshop

1-3 Wildflower Walk 9-12 P$ Greenhouse Workday

9-12 P$ Greenhouse Workday 9-12 SEEDS Seeding at Wittenberg
1-3 Garden Fling Committee 9-12 FT Workday, Greenhouse
9-12 FT Workday, Greenhouse 8:30-4:30 MGV Training

9-12 Victory Garden Meeting 9-12 P$ Greenhouse Workday
8:30-4:30 MGV Training 10-11 Utzinger Planning Meeting

9-12 P$ Greenhouse Workday 9-12 FT Workday, Greenhouse




Presidents Message Pams Posles

Master Gardeners of Clark County have re-
ceived a grant from the Springfield Foundation
for $4,750 toward implementation of a “Garden
of Eat-in.” The grant describes the garden as a
demonstration vegetable garden for the public to
gain ideas for use in home or community gar-
dens. Fran and | recently visited several gar-

dens in the Orlando area and discovered a very We are continuing to progress with our plans for
well developed community garden at the Mead Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum. At this
Botanical Garden in Winter Park, Florida. The time | am in the process of hiring a surveyor to
demonstration community garden was initially survey the entire garden space. This is neces-
started by the Mead garden staff and eventually sary and should take place soon.

turned over to local gardeners who expanded
and continue to maintain the productive and at-
tractive facility.

Having just returned from Ecuador, | haven’t had
a lot of time to process what’s going on in Clark
County so this article will be brief! We had a
wonderful trip with eight engaging MGVs from
around Ohio. | hope to get Clark County MGVs
involved in this trip next year! More on that later.

| am really looking forward to working with the

new class of 2016---the best class ever, of
Some of the notable ideas we might want to course (as always!).

include:

And again, thank you for all of your hard work,

and thank you for being Master Gardener

Volunteers.

a. Perimeter chainlink fence with locking gate

b. Attractive entry sign with weather-protected
bulletin board with calendar

c. Uniform beds defined by wood or block Pam
borders Pamela J. Bennett

d. Mulched paths and unplanted areas State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator

Extension Educator, Horticulture

e. Ample spacing between plots Ohio State University Extension

f. Water faucets at each plot

g. Picnic table, tool shed, and compost barrel
within garden

h. Organic garden practices employed

i. Variety of garden structures in use (bean
poles, tomato cages, art)

j- Recycled plastic barrels cut down for

container plantings

Community
garden sign

| (Mead Botanical
Garden)
Orlando, Florida

Photo: Fran
‘| Davidson

Let’'s get growing.
Tom Davidson




Carolyn’s Corner
MGV Intern Class 2016

Our new class is doing quite well with their
classwork. Everyone has met their mentors.
They are looking forward to getting out in the
garden with their fellow Master Gardener Vol-
unteers.

Be sure when you send out email messages
about committee meetings or work sessions
that you check interns as well as actives. They
will then get the information about meetings
and work sessions.

March First Garden Workday

Wednesday, March 2, will be the first garden
workday of 2016. We will meet at Snyder Park
in the red barn at 9:00 a.m. If weather is not
conducive to working in the gardens, we will
work in the barn. Dress warm or in rain suits
if it is raining. It will be good to get back in the
gardens.

March Continuing Education Credits

March 3: Perennial School, 5:15 hours

March 19: Backyard Vegetable Class, 5 hours
MGV Training Classes: Every Wednesday, 6
hours total for the day

2017 International Master Gardener Search
for Excellence Awards

Deadline for SFE Applications is August 1,
2016.

There are seven categories that the Master
Gardener Volunteers can demonstrate their
outstanding contributions to their communi-
ties. All applications must show that significant
learning took place, whether by the MGVs or
the general public.

| have the guidelines for submitting an entry for
one of these awards. Pam Bennett will be glad
to help you tweak your nomination. Projects

will be judged on their merit from work done
between years 2015-2016. Projects must have
been completed a full year to be entered.

Contact me if you would be interested in making
a nomination.

Summer Assistant

Watch for more information in regards to the
horticulture summer assistant job.

Happy Birthday

3 Loiy O’Keefe

4 Diavwne Chaumpney
5 RebeccaSirons

6 StefanvBroidy

7 AndreaRak

9 PhylisFrysinger
11 Mindy Foley
18 Shonil Dattw
19 Sally Day

21 RobertHorley
24 BawrbowaHall
25 Wendy May
26 DeniseHarriy

Jo’s Notes:
Thoughts and Prayers

Sue Kogler, surgery, week of 2/1/16. Sue’s ad-
dress is 5076 West Jackson Road, Enon, OH
45323.

Kathy Eckell, shoulder surgery, 2/4/16. Kathy’s
address is 7760 Kings Ridge Circle, Fairborn, OH
45324.

Rachel Stridsberg has health issues. Rachel’s
address is 176 South Buena Vista Road, South
Charleston, OH 45368.




CommITTEE REPORTS

GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE

A Garden Fling meeting will be held on March 14,
2016, in the small conference room at 1:00 p.m. All
activity monitors and interested Master Gardener
Volunteers and Interns are asked to attend.

Ed Wozniak /Jean Rickards

EARLY OHIO SETTLERS COMMITTEE

| cannot believe it is time already to be getting
ready for our organizational meeting, but it is. We
will be meeting on Monday, March 21st from 10-12
at OSU Extension in the small conference room.
It is looking very hopeful that the Settlers’ Garden
will be moving to Snyder Park by May. Most of the
excavating is done, and as soon as the ground can
be worked, it should be completed. We will need to
check our plants at Gateway to see how they got
through our winter. | also want to see if our Johnny
Appleseed tree is showing any life. | still have hope.
We will need to decide what plants to start in Joyce
Studebaker’s greenhouse for our spring planting and
to decide how to move our perennial plants and trees
from Gateway. We will also take a look at our design
plan and make appropriate changes that go with our
master design plan for the Snyder Park Gardens.
So, | hope to see all committee members there and
anyone else who would like to be a settler. We would
love to have you join the happy crew.

Jean Rickards, Chair

UTZINGER GARDEN COMMITTEE

Utzingerians will be starting on a new venture:
starting seeds in the Plant $Sell-abration Greenhouse
to supplement the purchases of new plants for the
gardens. The first organizational meeting will be in
the books after February 22, so hopefully all systems
will be “GO” at the time of publication! Once again,
we are looking forward to a successful year, and
hope to see seasoned (so to speak!) and new garden
workers at Utzinger this year.

Marilyn Hinderer, Deb Dean and Donna Myers

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Perennial Committee would like to welcome any
new Master Gardener Volunteer Interns with an inter-
est in perennials to a “Meet and Greet” Perennial
Committee meeting.

Join us Friday, March 18 at 11:00 a.m. at Young’s
Golden Jersey Inn. Please RSVP Kathy at mccon-
key.4@osu.edu by Tuesday, March 8th.

We will enjoy brunch or lunch together, get to know
each other, and learn a little more about what this
committee does.

After our meeting/greeting...and eating, anyone
who wishes can go to Clifton Gorge for the Wildflower
Walk, led by Pam so dress accordingly.

Current PC members please note: this meeting is
in place of the PC March 9 meeting typically held
prior to General Meeting.

Inclement Weather: If it’s one of those icy-
snowy- bad roads March days, we will reschedule
to a time to be announced.

Dot Burkholder and Kathy McConkey

VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE

A Victory Garden meeting will be held on March 15,
2016, in the large conference room at 9:00 a.m. All
interested Master Gardener Volunteers and Interns
are invited to attend. Discussions will include an
installation of a fence and irrigation system and plant-
ing dates.

Ed Wozniak / Rick Mckinstry
HELPLINE

Spring and April are almost here: time for
Helpline. So far, 22 days have been filled for the
summer months by our Master Gardener Volun-
teers. April thru August on Mondays and Thursdays,
9:00 to moon, are the days for Helpline. As you can
see, the Helpline days are filling up fast. So pick
your day that you would like to help gardeners solve
their garden problems and sign-up on the MGV
online or call me, 937-324-5344. The clip board with
the Master Gardener Calendar will be at the General
Meeting in March.

Remember: Q: What does the Easter rabbit get for
making a basket? A: Two points just like everybody,
unless he is far out, then three points!

Rick McKinstry and Ed Wichael

2 20 20 26 2 250 2 2 2 2 2 26



FIELD TRIALS/GREENHOUSE
COMMITTEE

The Field Trials/Greenhouse is up and running.
Seeding began on a snowy February morning, and
four days later we saw signs of life! Later that week,
an amazing group of MGVs worked for just under 2 %
hours to lay ground cloth under all the plant benches.
Given the small space to work in, it involved a lot of
jostling of benches, raking gravel, fitting and anchor-
ing the cloth, and leveling the benches to complete
the project. It is anticipated this will greatly decrease
our weed and pest populations. We must admit one
of the least favorite greenhouse chores has been to
weed these areas weekly during our growing season,
and, hopefully, it will reduce our need to use as many
chemical treatments during the off season.

A big “high five” to (Front row) Fran Davidson, Jani
Malowney, Natheta Mercer, Tom Davidson.

(Back row) Kathy Mark, Wendy May, Sherri
Summers, Linda McCann, Jerry Laub, Jean Rickards,
Paul Mohler, Bill Queen.

Thanks also to Jerry Laub for adding extra support
to our germination benches and Paul Mohler for
doing electrical repairs.

Linda McCann and Wendy May--Co-Chairs
= - EEE BN .

Large Water Bottles &
[l Keurig Coffee Machine

If you are attending a meeting at the OSU
Extension office and use the large water
bottles and K-cup pods for the Keurig coffee
machine in the hallway, please know that
these are being purchased personally by Patty
House, 4-H Educator. You are welcome to use
it, but a donation would be appreciated to help
cover the cost for both. Donation envelopes
are available in Kathy McConkey/Horticulture I
Library office on top of MGVs personal file
cabinet. Please drop off the envelope in the
hanging container by Patty House’s office door
Room 108.

Thank you.
I-ﬂy"”——————-l

5

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The theme for March General Meeting will be “Cas-
seroles for the Soul.” Any kind of casserole would
be appreciated. Signed up so far: Susie Anderson,
Jean Rickards, Natheta Mercer, Deb Dean. Looking
forward to May, be thinking about “Memorial Reci-
pes”: you know, all those heritage recipes which we
enjoyed at the church suppers, family reunions, pic-
nics, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc. You'll find them
on coffee-stained recipe cards and hanging out of
old red-buffalo-checked cookbooks! Also, the Intern
class will graduate on March 30 and with it the ensu-
ing carry-in. Bring anything at all to contribute (Na-
theta and Deb would appreciate it if you could let us
know what you are bringing so we can supplement.
OSU Extension will be supplying the meat.), and
come to meet and greet new members, pig out, and
let the good times roll. For the more adventurous
among us, the theme will be “Spring Fling.” Come as
your favorite flower, and you won’t have to change
your clothes until after Garden Fling the following
weekend! Fellowship, Fun, and New Prospects: what
could be better?!

Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean

PLANT $ELL-ABRATION!

Get Ready! We are planning our first plant sale at
the Snyder Park Club House for Saturday, May 7th,
from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Start spreading the word!

We are partnering with CRSI (Champaign
Residential Services, Inc.) who are providers for
Developmental Disability Services. They operate a
greenhouse where they grow lettuces and herbs to
sell. They have offered us free greenhouse space
and to have their clients work with us growing plants
for our plant sale. For those of you that are as old
as |, you may remember this site as “McKinnon’s
Greenhouse.”

We have been cleaning and setting up
approximately 1500 sq. ft. for our use. We will
be starting seeds & plugs of perennials, veggies,
and herbs. We have ordered 4 variety of trees
from Wooster. Loretta has put together a team of
waterers. We have workdays scheduled for Monday
& Wednesday mornings to seed, pot, & care for these
plants and the greenhouse area. The workdays
are posted on the VMS. We may need to add more
workdays as the sale date gets closer, and we get
opportunities to dig and divide perennials from
donations.

If you have plans to donate any of your extra
cont. on pg. 6



cont. from pg. 5

perennials and need help digging and potting this
spring, let Loretta and me know so that we can
schedule a workday to help. | will have pots, labels
and potting soil available if you need it. | would
recommend potting up at least 3 weeks (April 16th)
prior to the sale so they have time to adjust and get
some new growth started. They will look so much
better on sale day vs. the ones that are dug the
week of the sale. Pot them up so that they look like
something YOU would want to buy! We are putting
our Master Gardener reputation on the line, that

our plants look wonderful and healthy for our sale!
Loretta is starting a list of what will be available at the
sale. If you plan to donate any of your extra plants
and know what they will be, let her know so she can
keep her list updated. We will be setting up an area
behind the CRSI greenhouse for your donations to be
dropped off the week of the sale. We are asking that
you keep your potted and tagged donations at your
home, prior to sale week, as we do not have a place
to keep them.

If you have any suggestions for plants that you
would like to see at the sale, please let us know so
that we can get seeds or plants started. We welcome
all ideas to make this a successful sale for all of us!

Remember -- May 7th is SALE DAY!
Loretta Blazer & Marilyn Hinderer

Plant of the Month

ZZ Plant
Zamioculcas zamiifolia

You may not have heard about this plant. | only
heard about it a few months ago on a Columbus ra-
dio station hosted by Ron Wilson. He seemed to be
impressed with it so | decided to do a little research.

It has become a popular indoor plant and can be
seen in malls and offices. | called Meadow View to
see if they had it for sale. They didn’t, but, as | was
talking to the lady, she looked it up and thought it
might be a good plant to carry. They call it the ZZ
plant because nursery workers had trouble saying the
botanical name.

ZZ plant has a reputation for being an easy-to-
grow, low-light houseplant that can survive just about
anything. This might be a good plant for people who
say they have a brown thumb. This virtually inde-
structible houseplant can take months and months of
neglect and low light and still look good.

ZZ plant stems grow in a graceful, wand-like shape
that starts thick and bulbous at the base and then
tapers to a point. Along the stems are fleshy, oval-
shaped leaves that make the plant look like stylized
feathers. The entire plant has a waxy, shiny coating
that can look like plastic. Some people insist that it
must be artificial.

ZZ plants do best in bright to moderate, indirect
light but will do well in extremely low levels of light.
You can use this plant in a windowless office or bath-
room where it only receives small amounts of light;
however, this doesn’t mean it is the best location.

You may see some scalding of leaves if it is left in
direct light. Curling leaves, yellowing and leaning can
be an indication of too much light. If you notice curl-
ing, it usually means the plant is trying to move away
from the light source. Try moving it farther away from
the light source.

These plants need less rather than more water.
Water only when the soil has dried out. You may
want to use a cactus and succulent potting mix.
About the only way to Kill this plant is to over water it.
Leaves turning yellow may mean it's getting too much
water and the underground rhizomes may be rotting.

Place this plant to accommodate its size which can
be over 2 feet at maturity.

ZZ plants are happy without fertilizer, but you can
give the plants half-strength fertilizer one or two times
a year, in summer months only.

All parts of this plant are said to be toxic if ingested
by children, cats, and dogs.

Dot Burkholder

Photo from: commons.wikimedia.
org/wiki/File:Zamioculcas_
zamiifolia_1



HISTORY

Shall we march in to Spring with new definitions
for some of the terms we use in gardening? | was
cleaning out some areas getting ready for spring
cleaning and trying to find something for this article.
Over the years, | have saved pictures, articles and
information concerning our Master Gardener history.
| ran across an old news article Pam had written and
a garden bag that | either purchased or was given to
me. It had the following written on it No author was
given and | understand why; it's not what we teach in
the Master Gardener Volunteer Program. Anyway, |
thought it would be fun to use for this article.

THE LAYMAN’S GLOSSARY OF

GARDENING TERMS
BEDDING PLANTS .................. Sleeping vegetables
BLIGHT ... Brilliant in color
BLUEBERRY .....cocvviiiiiiiieiieeeiien, A depressed fruit
BUD .. A good friend
CANTALOUPE ........... Father’s demand of daughter
CROWS............ceeeei, Sound that a frog makes
CULTIVATE.....eeieeeeei What cult members do

DIRT . What tabloid reporters dig for
GREENHOUSE......... Environmentally correct home
GERMINATE ....ooviiiiiiiiiieeeeen Country in Europe
GRUB ... Slang for food
HOE ... Santa’s laugh
IRRIGATION............ Anything that annoys or angers
IVY Group of colleges in the Northeast
LADYBUG ... A female insect
LAWN .............. What people do when they are tired
MEALY BUG....Insect that eats three squares a day
POLLINATION............ A survey of the whole country
PEAT o Short for Peter
PRUNING.........oooiiiee Using fruit for a laxative
PLOT .. Story line of a movie
SEEDBED ...t Where seeds sleep
SHRUB. ..o To clean by brushing hard
SEEDLINGS. ...t A baby seed
SNAILS.......o Part of a boat
SPADE.........oo i, Neuter a female pet
TROWEL ... Used to dry off after shower
TREE.........c. Between two and four
VEGETABLE ......ccooiiiiiiiiieen Organic furniture

2016 Golden Trowel Award
Winenr Donna Myers

An extremely tiring but gratify-
ing day in Ecuador. Planted
139 street trees to help beauti-
fy a community, had lunch with
locals and then off to cooking
school where we prepared

a traditional meal, taught by
Claudia Fuerez.

Master Gardeners ready to work.

Cleaning Garden Tools 2016




CommITTEE REPORTS (Conr)

2016 BACKYARD VEGETABLE

GARDEN WORKSHOP

The SEEDS Community Garden Program
and OSU Extension are sponsoring our “2nd
Annual Backyard Vegetable Garden Workshop”
on Saturday, March 19th, at Springfield High
School. Check-in starts at 8:30 a.m., programs
start at 9:00 a.m. and last until 3:30 p.m. Like
last year, programing will consist of something of
interest for everyone, whether you are a new or
experienced gardener. Cost is $30.00 with lunch
included. You can register on-line. Registration
deadline is March 14, 2016. Master Gardener
Volunteer Continuing Education Hours = 6 hours.

Susie Broidy

SEEDS COMMUNITY GARDEN

PROGRAM

SEEDS held its 2016 organizational meeting
on February 8th. Plans are well underway for a
busy but great 2016. Our first seeding date at the
Wittenberg Greenhouse is March 11th starting at
9:00 a.m. Our next SEEDS Committee meeting
will be March 21st at 1:00.

Our last “Focus On Local Speakers Series”
featured Robin’s Nest Granola. There were 22
people in attendance and the presentation was
very informative. Robin sold all the delicious
granola and granola cookies she brought with
her. On March 10th, “Focus on Local Speaker
Series” will feature Deb McCullough of On The
Rise Farm. Deb will share with us a uniquely
structured farm program serving at-risk youth.
They have eggs and raise goats and free range
chickens as well as produce from their garden.
Deb has been a big supporter of the SEEDS
Program as well as being an exhibitor at our
“Focus on Local Food Summits”. | hope all can
come and get acquainted with Deb and her farm
and earn continuing education credits also.

The SEEDS Program and Antioch College
are sponsoring four seed saving workshops.
The second one will be Thursday, February 25th
from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in room 151 at Springview.

All who are interested in saving their own
seeds or seed sharing, please come and bring
friends. The other dates are March 24th and
April 14th.

Susie Broidy

GARDEN FLING RAFFLE

Items are needed for the Garden Fling Raffle.
You may leave those items from your attic, clos-
ets, and garages at OSU Extension or send me
an email (ramenozzi@att.net), and | will contact
you for pick-up. You may also bring those items
on Friday, April 1 at the Fling set-up.

Thanks.

Becky Menozzi

CLARK COUNTY FAIR FLOWER
SHOW COMMITTEE

Please mark Friday, March 11, 2016, at 9:30
a.m. on your calendars. This will be the first
meeting of the Fair Flower Show committee for
2016. All members and Interns are invited to at-
tend. We will discuss silent auction, set-up, and
fair book changes.

Bring all your ideas and be ready to discuss.

See you March 11 @ 9:30 a.m. in the small
conference room

Becky Menozzi, Chair




Yew Dell Botanical Garden Bernheim Arboretum &
Research Forest

May Field Trip
Where: Yew Dell Botanical Garden and also Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest
When: May 2-3, 2016
Who: Master Gardeners, family and friends
Cost: $145/person Payment is needed by March 15th
Send check to: Master Gardeners of Clark County
PO Box 158

Attn.: Louisville Field Trip
Springfield, OH 45501-0158

We will leave from OSU Extension office back parking lot at 8:00 a.m.
Address: 3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH

We will be traveling via Lakefront Lines, as we did to Chicago, with our jolly driver, Melvin.

Ouir first stop will be lunch at Cracker Barrel on I-71 around noon. Lunch is not included in total cost. After
lunch, we head to Yew Dell for a tour of the gardens. Please go to the link to read about these gardens. You'll
have plenty of time to wander around on you own, as well.

We will then be taken to our hotel: Hampton Inn, 985 Chambers Blvd., Bardstown, KY. There are two
queen beds per room so buddy up as we have reserved a block of 28 rooms. Yes, Melvin will have his own.
Complementary breakfast in the morning is provided.

Dinner reservations are not completed yet and are not included in cost.

The next morning, after breakfast, we will take the bus to Berheim Arboretum. They suggest arriving around
9:45 a.m. We will have a short program, 15-20 minutes, in the Sassafras Room and then take a bus tour with
2-3 stops along Arboretum Way to visit Bernheim Collections such as hydrangeas, magnolias, dogwoods, etc.

Lunch will be at noon, buffet-style with hot and cold dishes, back at the Visitor Center.

After lunch, we’ll be on our own to visit the edible garden, the holly collection, or check out the Vanishing
Acts Tree Trail from Morton Arboretum. These will be within easy walking distances.

We'll leave about 3:00 in the afternoon to travel home.

After sending your payment, please e-mail Terry Reid or me, Sally Day, to be included on the trip.
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