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Carrie Moore and Kathy McConkey.

Mark Your Calendar
9-12 Garden Clean-up

8:30-finish Sk@Snyder Park Fun Run
12-2 OSUE Staff Office Conf.
9:00-11 SPGA Committee Mtg.

4:45-5:30 Perennial Committee
6-8:30 General Meeting-clubhouse

Veterans Day - Office Closed

8-3 Focus on Local Food
Summit

1-3 Garden Fling Meeting

9-11 Hort./MGV Calendar Meeting
Thanksgiving Day - Office Closed
Columbus Day observed - Office Closed

MGV crew planting a river of bulbs. Donna Meyers, Fabenne
Brandenberg, Jane Skogstrom, Loretta Blazer, Lois O’Keefe,

A =

Lois O’Keefe, Carrie Moore, Donna Meyers and Loretta

Blazer arranging the bulbs in the “river”.

Index
Mark Your Calendar........... 1
President’s Message.......... 2
Pam'’s Posies......cccccccceeeeens 2
Carolyn’s Corner................ 3
Jo’s Notes....cc.covveucirreennnnnees 3

Committee Reports ....... 4-6

History Corner ................... 4
Plant of the Month ............. 7
Birthdays ......c..cccvvveuciinnnns 7

Geoff Stridsberg using
his bobcat to remove
the burning bush
shrubs (Euonymus
alatus) by the parking
area next to the
clubhouse.




President’s Message

In praise of the Snyder Park daffodill planting
project the following poem by Henry Wadsworth is

submitted:

| wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When all at once | saw a crowd,

A host of golden daffodils;

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.
Continuous as the stars that shine
and twinkle on the Milky Way,

They stretched in never-ending line
along the margin of a bay:

Ten thousand saw | at a glance,
tossing their heads in sprightly dance.
The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:

A poet could not but be gay,

in such a jocund company:

| gazed—and gazed—nbut little thought
what wealth the show to me had brought:
For oft, when on my couch | lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

Tom Davidson

Pam’s Posies

Dear MGVs of Clark County;

I hope at this time you are thinking about cleaning
up your garden and preparing for winter. | appreciate
some of these really nice days that we have been giv-
en. | am a little bit ahead of the game at this time - but
that probably won't last for long. It seems like some-
thing always comes up and | get behind in the garden.

Plans are still underway for the Snyder Park Gardens
and Arboretum. The Landscape Architect, Jeannie
Martin, is in the midst of preparing the base plan and
schematics. This is sort of where the rubber meets the
road. The plan that we have in hand right now is a con-
ceptual design. The base plan and schematics takes
the conceptual design and lays it on top of the survey,
giving us exact measurements for each of the garden
locations, the sidewalks, and other features.

Once this is completed, we can then go to a contrac-
tor and start the bid process for the project (the infra-
structure, including sidewalks, irrigation, and more).
We are hoping to get the funds raised for this over the
winter and get started next spring. The Pavilion Com-
mittee is working with Stull Woodworking out of Ludlow
Falls to come up with a custom-designed pavilion. In
addition, they have done their due diligence in seeking
estimates for a steel pavilion as well. The Sign Com-
mittee is working with CTC students to come up with
some concepts for signage.

It still seems like it's moving slowly to me (it is) but |
continue to remind myself that Gateway wasn'’t built in
a day!

Enjoy the weather and upcoming holiday season! |
am always thankful for the big hearts of our MGVs in
Clark County. Without you, we wouldn’t have this proj-
ect for our community. Thanks for everything you do for
Ohio State University Extension.

Sincerely,
Pam

Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum Committee
Meeting

| will be updating all at the next meeting on Novem-
ber 8 at 9:00 a.m. at the OSU Extension office, large
conference room. Committee chairs should also plan
on providing an update on the status of your gardens/
project.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension



Carolyn’s Corner

Fall Festival

The weather was great this year as opposed to last
year when we saw snowflakes. The crowds were
larger and many visited the MGV Booth. They were
very supportive of the gardens. Some of the visitors
who stopped by wanted to join the Friends of Snyder
Park to help us with planting and weeding, and we
accepted their kind offer. Thanks to the volunteers
Sonya Ryhal, Jane Malowney, Connie Mitchell,
Loretta Blazer, Marilyn Ryan, and Katherine Frazier
who manned the booth during this event.

November Garden Clean Up

November will be the last cleanup for the year. We
will empty all the pots, put them away until next year
and cut back any perennials that Kathy McConkey
wants trimmed. We will also take out all field trial
plants and save all plant materials for the new
compost bins so John Eichelberger will have a start.
And finally, we will celebrate not having cleanup for
three months. Thanks to all of you for your help this
summer.

Committee Chairs Calendar Meeting

The calendar meeting will be on Friday, November
18th in the large conference room. We will begin
at 8:00 a.m. and finish by 12:00 noon. Forms
for scheduling meetings are on the VMS under
“Documents/Forms for Committee Chairs”. Print off
and bring completed forms to the meeting. We will
try to make sure that we have no conflicts with two
meetings on the same day or time. We will have the
schedule for the large and small conference rooms
with us to make sure they are available. If you would
like, you could have your meetings at the Snyder
Park Clubhouse. | can schedule them for you. Come
prepared and the meeting will go very quickly. *Do
not forget your forms for scheduling meetings.

Recording Volunteer Hours

| know that many of you have added your hours to
the VMS for 2016 RIGHT? Do not wait to the last
minute. The State MGV office will be using all data,
including the number of hours for their reports, which
will be gathered by December 30th. | am encouraging
all of you to have your hours completed by December
25th. If any of you still need some hours, contact me,
I may have some work for you to do.

Volunteer Hours for MGs who still need some
hours:

1. Cleaning Plant Stakes (Contact Carolyn)

2. Baking for Food Summit (contact Kathy
McConkey.

3. Stuffing folders for Food Summit (contact
Susie Broidy).

4. Room Monitor for OSU Short Course in
December (contact Carolyn Allen).

Poundage Contest for Produce Donated to Food
Banks

We have been in a contest this summer with other
MGVs from counties all over the state to see who can
donate the most pounds of produce to food banks.
Our Victory Garden volunteers have done a super
job this year and the total pounds for Clark County
MGVs are 6,898 Ibs. That is a lot of potatoes.
Congratulations on a very good job. You have helped
many Clark County individuals this summer. Special
thanks to Ed Wozniak and his crew for growing all of
these vegetables. We appreciate all you have done.

Input Your Hours into the Volunteer Management
System

Volunteers start putting your 2016 hours into the
VMS. After checking to see if any of you might need
help in earning enough hours, | noticed that half of
the Master Gardeners have entered no hours for
2016. Don’ t delay, add your hours now while you
have time.

If any volunteers, need help entering their hours,
please prepare a list of your hours and call me to
schedule a time to come into the office to get it done.
It should only take about 1 hour for us to do it. Don't
wait too long.

Jo’s Notes:

Thank You Veterans for your service to our
great country!!

Never Forget Their geruic®
* * * * *




CommITTEE REPORTS

VICTORY GARDEN

The 2016 victory garden is history. A total of 6,898
pounds of vegetables were donated to the Second
Harvest. We surpassed last years total by almost one
ton thanks to the fences, irrigating thru the dry spell
and a lot of hard work by Master Gardener Volun-
teers. The 2016 intern class was especially helpfull.
So thanks for all your support and we will look for-
ward to bigger and better 2017.

Ed Wozniak

GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE

A Garden Fling meeting will be held on Tuesday
the 15th of Nov. at 1:00 p.m. in the small confer-
ence room. All Garden Fling committee chairs and
interested Master Gardener Volunteers are asked to
attend.Thanks

Ed Wozniak

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

We have been planning and waiting and meeting
and weeding and dead heading and more weeding
and hoping to start on our perennial project(s). Final-
ly, we got to start with planting a river and a creek of
2000 daffodils ordered from Brent and Becky’s Bulbs.

Our entire remaining perennial budget for 2016 was
used for the purchase of these bulbs for the perim-
eter of clubhouse area (where the Burning Bushes
were taken out). The date was Saturday, October
22. A special thanks to our friend, Geoff Stridsberg,
for his many hours of “bobcat work.” Geoff pushed
out the bushes and laid the base soil. Special thanks
to Wittenberg for sending 30-some muscled young
men to help. Special thanks to Lawn Masters who
donated $270 by discounting that amount from our
garden soil bill . And special thanks to all of you who
were able to take time from your busy Saturday to
help oversee this big planting!

At this writing, we have had rainy weather to work
around, so we may not have been able to complete
this task. We will call for another work day if neces-
sary, but it will get done!!!

What a spectacular display it will make in the
spring!

Kathy McConkey & Dot Burkholder

UTZINGER GARDENS

Utzinger Garden was a huge success at Farm
Science Review once again. Since this is our goal,
we are kicked back and dreaming of bigger and
better things for FSR 2017. For those of you who
were concerned, payment for FSR 2015 is in the
process for payment. 2016 payment is pending. The
Tri-chairs wish to thank EVERYONE who contributed
to Utzinger success, and we are looking forward to
working with a new administration at FSR. As for
2017 plans, we are moving forward with Utz Village
(a new and very creative area being designed and
created by Dennis Latimer), a redesigned Fairy
Garden area, additions to the Container and Raised
Bed area, and a Monarch Station in the former Native
Plants area. We will be gathering info, and meeting
in early 2017. Thank you again for letting us bask
in the beauty of the gardens which the People of
Utzinger have created!

Donna Myers, Marilyn Hinderer, Deb Dean

THE HISTORY CORNER

Fall Greetings Master Gardeners,

| have accepted the privilege of serving as
historian for Clark County Master Gardeners who,
together, share a rich and colorful history of learning,
community building, and service, not to mention
the joy of gardening or the fun and food at our
get-togethers. It is just so exciting to be a Master
Gardener Volunteer at this particular juncture in
our history with all the plans being made and work
being done in Snyder Park for our future garden
and arboretum. Some day Springfield, Ohio may be
known for its beautiful arboretum, just as it was once
known for its roses. Did you know that Springfield
was once known as City of Roses? Just a few
years shy of a century ago, it produced more roses
than any other city in the world in its green houses.
Together we are making Springfield beautiful again
and | am looking forward to all that | will learn, not
only in my role as historian, but also in the wealth
of information and insight master gardeners share
with each other and our communities. Though | am
enthusiasticslly looking forward to all we will share,
I'd like to look back in time to mention Betty Grime’s
many years of service as historian. Thank You Betty
Grimes.

Carrie Moore



SOCIAL

November is the final General Meeting of
2016. We cannot thank all Master Gardener
Volunteers enough for the support, encourage-
ment, and food contributions for 2016. It would
be difficult to try to feed from 50 to 75 people
per meeting, except for the fact that so many
people have contributed so much. You are awe-
some! So, for the final meeting, we thought that
we needed Comfort Food, and our theme will
be "Souper Supper": homemade soups, crack-
ers, cheeses, veggie plates, or desserts would
be greatly appreciated. Since we never have to
worry about there being enough food, we are not
requesting a response (but it is always a nice
plus to hear from any of you!) Again, thanks,
and see you at our Souper Supper on November
9, 2016. We will set up at 5:30 p.m at Snyder
Park Clubhouse.

Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean

EARLY OHIO SETTLER’S GARDEN

This has been a busy time for the Settlers.
We had our wrap up meeting on Monday, Sep-
tember 26th at the OSU Extension. We talked
about how our garden developed this year and
what we needed to do to make it better in 2017.
We also discussed what we needed for 2017 in
seeds, straw, tilling, fertilizer, and what we wanted
to add in the future to the Settler’s area. We did
a winter cleanup of the garden on Monday, Oc-
tober 3rd. Then on Saturday, October 15th we
trenched our gardens and then on the 15th and
the 16th we put horse manure on our beds. So, |
think it is safe to say we are done for this season
and we are looking forward to 2017. Big thanks
go to Rick Bennett for his trenching job around
our Settler’s fence. Then | cannot write this article
without thanking all the people who worked this
weekend for hours putting the fence in the trench
and filling in the area with dirt, and then getting
manure and putting it out on our garden beds —
THANKS to Joyce and Virgil Studebaker, Theresa
and Terry Gregory, Peggy Shank and Bob Zear-
foss, Nancy and Richard Best, and Bud Rickards.
This is one of the greatest committees to work
with. Thanks again.

Jean Rickards

ELECTION 2017

The nominations are in and you should be
receiving your ballot either through the Blade
and Bloom or the VMS. You should also have
information sheets on the candidates who are
running for the Board. | want to thank Connie
Kersey, Jan O’Neill, and Pam Thullen for calling
our fellow members and getting our candidates.
These three ladies will be collecting your ballots
at Snyder Park Clubhouse on Wednesday, No-
vember 9th. You may bring only your own ballot
or if you cannot attend the meeting you may drop
it off at the office or mail it to George Simon Il at
PO Box 158, Springfield, Ohio 45501. If you bring
it to the office or mail it to George you must have
your name on the outside of the envelope as well
as the word Election. | hope you all will vote and
we will see you on Wednesday, November 9th for
the General Meeting. Thanks.

Jean Rickards, President-Elect

ATTENTION!!! REMINDER!!
NOVEMBER 5th--GREAT MONEY MAKER
FOR MASTER GARDENERS!!

REGISTERATION FORM can be found in Octo-
ber Blades & Blooms Insert.

Keep Clark County Beautiful is sponsopring a 5k
RACE and FUN Run /Walk at Snyder Park.

Registration starts at 8:30 A.M .and race starts at
10:00 A.M.

Registration cost is $20.00. KCCB is donating
one half of the proceeds to Clark County Master
Gardeners - the other half goes to South Charles-
ton bike depot.

Please come and bring friends and or family with
you to run or walk. If you can't walk or run, come on
out & cheer everyone else on. Have fun and enjoy
being in our beautiful park plus get your exercise.
Also help make money for our organization.

We will have cider, water and donuts available.
This is a great opportunity to show Springfield and
Clark County what a great organization we are.

If you can, please let Natheta Mercer of Debbie
Dean know if you are coming so we have enough
cider & donuts.. Come on out and join us!!! You
just might win- Pam Bennett won a medal last
year!!! Ir's a WIN-WIN for Master Gardeners.

Natheta Mercer, emercer2016@twc.com
Debbie Dean, duck6012@yahoo.com



CHRISTMAS SWAG MAKING
THE CANCER CENTER

Yes, we are again going to be making swags.
Prep Workshop day is DECEMBER 1st, 9 A.M. until
finished at OSU Extension in large conference room.
| suggest you may want to bring along a brown bag
lunch.

DECEMBER 8th @ 9 A.M. at Springfield Cancer
Center @ 148 W North St. , we will be making the
swags. We will havE 2 shifts, 9A.M. to 12 PM. &
12 P.M. to 3 P.M. More info later, you can sign up
on VMS & specify which shift you prefer. Also, we
will be having a greenery cutting day depending
on weather, probably Dec. 2 or Dec. 5th. Also, we
would greatly appreciate donations of greenery of
all kinds. This is a fun project- easy to do. If you
have never done it before, we will teach you. All the
swags turn out so beautiful and our customers greatly
appreciate them. Questions? E-mail Natheta Mercer,

Don’t forget
N the 5k@Snyder
| Park Fun Run
on November
5th and Focus
on Local Food

emercer2016@twc.com or call 325-5202. : " A= . mmit on
= “ — —
Thank you, Natheta Mercer ; November 12th
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by Maude M. Grant

Take a turkey, stuff it fat, With the turkey we must eat.
Some of this and some of that. Pickles-yes-and then, oh my!
Get some turnips, peel them well. For a dessert a pumpkin pie,
Cook a big squash in its shell. Golden brown and spicy sweet.
Now potatoes, big and white, What a fine Thanksglvmg treat!

MaSh ti” they are SOft and Iight. 7= “ From theho“dayspot_com
Cranberries, so tart and sweet,




Plant of the Month
ASTER (AS-ter)

You are wrong if you think asters are strictly fall
bloomers. You can find many spring and summer
bloomers among the 600-odd species of asters.
Most asters are bushy plants that often form dense
clumps, but they vary widely in flower size and
shape, plant height, and bloom time. Aster flowers
usually look like small daisies, with a similar yellow
center but with more numerous petals, and they’re
often produced in clusters at the
tips of the stems.

Give asters plenty of moisture
during the growing season, but
they need good drainage at all
times. They dislike soggy win-
ter conditions, which can cause
crown rot. Deadheading can
encourage some summer as-
ters to rebloom, and thus keep
them in flower well into the fall.

-

As a rule, asters grow into
ever-widening clumps that
weaken or die out in the center. It's best to divide
them every two years or so. Remove and replant
the healthy clumps of stems from the outer ring of

growth. You can bury the aging center elsewhere in

v

5thy  Nancy Best
14thv Becky Menogszi/
15thy Sue AnwnwDilll
22nd Donna Meister
23rd, Deb-Deawv
24thv Rick McKinstry

25thv Cawrlene Grassle

25th Paul Mohler
25th JeanwRickardy

the garden, but don’t put it in the compost pile be-
cause it can carry disease organisms that could later
spread to other asters.

Divide summer to late blooming asters in the
spring, as soon as you see new leaves sprouting.
Spring blooming asters should be divided right after
they flower. This will give each type enough time to
re-establish before it sends up flowers.

After you replant, keep the divisions moist (even
asters that like it dry) for a week or two until they get
growing again.

The most common method
to make asters more compact
is to simply pinch out the tip of
each stem to force more side
branching. You need to start in
late spring and pinch every few
weeks.

Another method is to cut the
entire aster back in midsum-
mer. Wait until the plant is half
e to two-thirds its full size and
AN cut off one-third to half of its

Aster amellus, from Wikimedia Commons current height. As the aster

resumes growing, it will branch
out, thus giving you more flowers on a compact plant.

Dot Burkholder




irj»e ﬂ)ww/laﬂc/\/r\
by John Greenleaf Whittier (1850)

Oh, greenly and fair in the lands of the sun,
The vines of the gourd and the rich melon run,
And the rock and the tree and the cottage enfold,

With broad leaves all greenness and blossoms all
gold,

Like that which o’er Nineveh'’s prophet once grew,
While he waited to know that his warning was true,
And longed for the storm-cloud, and listened in
vain

For the rush of the whirlwind and red

fire-rain.

On the banks of the Xenil
the dark Spanish maiden

Comes up with the fruit
of the tangled vine
laden;

And the Creole of Cuba
laughs out to behold

Through orange-leaves
shining the broad
spheres of gold;

Yet with dearer delight
from his home in the North,

On the fields of his harvest the
Yankee looks forth,

Where crook-necks are coiling and
yellow fruit shines,

And the sun of September melts down on his
vines.

Ah! on Thanksgiving day, when from East and
from West,

From North and from South comes the pilgrim and
guest;

When the gray-haired New Englander sees round
his board

The old broken links of affection restored:;

When the care-wearied man seeks his mother
once more,

And the worn matron smiles where the girl smiled
before;

What moistens the lip and what brightens the eye,

What calls back the past, like the rich Pumpkin
pie?

Oh, fruit loved of boyhood! the old days recalling,

When wood-grapes were purpling and brown nuts
were falling!

When wild, ugly faces we carved in its skin,
Glaring out through the dark with a candle within!

When we laughed round the corn-
heap, with hearts all in tune,

Our chair a broad pumpkin, —
our lantern the moon,

Telling tales of the fairy
who travelled like steam

In a pumpkin-shell
coach, with two rats for
her team!

Then thanks for thy
present! none sweeter
or better

E’er smoked from an
oven or circled a platter!

Fairer hands never wrought
at a pastry more fine,

Brighter eyes never watched o’er its
baking, than thine!

And the prayer, which my mouth is too full to
express,

Swells my heart that thy shadow may never be
less,

That the days of thy lot may be lengthened below,

And the fame of thy worth like a pumpkin-vine
grow,

And thy life be as sweet, and its last sunset sky
Golden-tinted and fair as thy own Pumpkin pie!



OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Focus on Local Food Summit

“Collaboration, Co-Op, Coalition™
Date: November 12, 2016

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Location:
Springfield High School
701 East Home Road, Springfield, OH

Cost: $25.00

Breakfast & lunch included.
Deadline: October 28, 2016

Exhibitors will be on hand during the day to
sell their local products.

All food served will be LOCAL

More Information:
http://go.osu.edu/clarklocalfoods

937.521.3860

Agenda Topics Include

Keynote Speaker: Brian Raison,
Community Development
Ohio State University Extension

Coalition Discussion Groups
Dave Estrop, Facilitator

Break Out Sessions
Forming a local food coalition and co-op

Optimal nutrition for good health

Presentations by students & faculty
from the Global Impact STEM Academy

Focus on Local Food Summit

Deadline for Registration has been extended to November 4, 2016

Name:

Address:

City:

State Zip

Telephone: Email:

Check payable and mail to: Ohio State University Extension, Attn: Food Summit, 3130 East Main Street,
Springfield, OH 45505. Credit cards only payment at: go.osu.edu/focusonlocal

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Health FOOD SERVICE
Foundanon

EDUCATION « SERVICES

[.‘E) Community Gordon

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.



THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension

Clark County

3130 East Main Street

Springfield, OH 45505

www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the OSU Extension, Clark County, 3130 East Main Street,
Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Volunteer Advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity



