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          Mark Your Calendar

Index

Master Gardener Volunteers enjoying family 
picnic. Shelter house at Snyder Park Garden and 
Arboretum. Photo by Tom Davidson.

Blades and Blooms

4	 Independence Day -- OSU Extension 
	      Office Closed
6	 9-12	 Garden Clean-up
7	 9-12	 Helpline
11	 9-12	 Helpline
13	 9-12	 Utzinger Work Day 
	 4:45-5:30	 Perennial Comm at SPGA 
	 6:30	 General Meeting at SPGA
14	 9-12	 Helpline
15   9:30-11:30	 Fair Flower Show Committee
18	 9-12	 Helpline
20	 9-11	 Fairground Flower Bed 
                           Clean-up 
	 9-12	 Utzinger Work Day
21	 9-12	 Helpline 
	 9:30-?	 Fair Flower Show Set-up
22 	 8 am-11 pm	Clark County Fair  & Fair  		
                            Flower Show Begins 
	 1-8 pm	 Fair Flower Show Exibitors Check-in
25	 9-12	 Helpline
28	 9-12	 Helpline
29	 Last day Clark County Fair
30	 8:30-11:30	 Fair Flower Show Clean-up
 
22 - 29      CLARK COUNTY FAIR 
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Presidents Message
Fran and I enjoyed this year’s annual picnic at 

Snyder Park.  The weather was perfect and all the 
food was delicious. The chicken was especially good 
and the dishes that folks brought were a delight to 
eat. A special thanks to Deb and Natheta and the 
rest of the Social Committee for organizing the event.  
Well done again!   

It is time to start preparing for the Clark County Fair. 
Set-up is Thursday, July 21, at 8:30 a.m. and tear 
down is Saturday, July 30, at 8:30 a.m.  If you can 
help, please contact Becky Menozzi. Working at the 
Fair Flower Show is a really great way to earn Master 
Gardener Volunteer hours. You should also enter your 
flowers at the fair.  Fair books are available at most 
Security National Bank lobbies and explain the rules 
and registration information.  Deadline for registration 
is June 30.  Fran and I are looking 
forward to entering.  Fran will enter 
her honey, which won second 
place last year and I plan to get 
my granddaughters to help with 
designing another fairy garden for 
this year.  

I have been busy getting my 
beautiful weed collection ready 
for display at the fair.  It looks like  
another great year for weeds.  I 
have added some interesting native 
plants to the fair collection.  Be sure and 
notice the Rattlesnake Master and Compass 
Plant this year.  

My Father’s Day present was to finally finish 
planting our vegetable garden which includes sweet 
corn, beans, and various squash.  We have doubled 
our planting this year hoping to contribute a surplus 
to Second Harvest. Our fingers are crossed the 
rabbits and raccoons will not feast on everything 
before picking. Anyone have a coyote for hire? 

We will officially vote to enact our new by-laws 
at our July 13 meeting. The Board of Trustees has 
designated it as a special meeting for that purpose.  
The by-laws are posted on the VMS and have 
successfully completed a legal review. By designating 
the July meeting a special meeting,  we can adopt 
the new by-laws sooner than at the annual meeting 
in November as the current code otherwise specifies. 
We will also vote to elect the first of two at-large 
members to the Board of Trustees at the July 13 
meeting. See you there.  
Tom Davidson

Pams Posies

Pam is presenting papers and posters at the VI 
International Conference on Landscape and Urban 
Horticulture in Athens, Greece.

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension

Tom Davidson’s weed collection ready for 
display at the fair. Photo by Tom Davidson.

2nd     Sydney Aztell
6th	 Nancy Hobbs
7th	 Rita Dalton
11th	 Billie Pfeifer
22nd	 Kathy Mark
30th	 George Simon II
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Carolyn’s Corner
Annual MGV Picnic

Thanks to the Social Committee for organizing 
the annual picnic.  It was a fun-filled evening 
chatting with our friends, playing some games, 
and, of course, eating great food.  Great Job 
Girls!
First Advantage

Thanks to the volunteers who were on the list 
to complete this new background check and 
have completed it.  Remember, it is a one-and-
done.  You never have to do again. If you still 
have not done this, please do so. If you need 
some help, give me a call and we will figure it out 
together.  
Adopt-A-Bed Volunteers

Volunteers, you are doing a great job of 
keeping your beds weed free.  Every time I visit 
they look great.  Let me know if you see any 
signs of deer or other critters chewing on the 
plants.  On June 28, I will be applying Treflan 
to help control the weeds.  Your bed must be 
weed-free before I can make the application.  Be 
sure your bed is ready on June 28.  After this 
date, whatever weeds appear, use your trowel 
to remove.  No hoeing, as this will destroy the 
preventive barrier and allow the weeds to start 
growing. 

Keep up the good work!
Open Class Fair Flower Show and Grains, 
Vegetable and Fruit Show 

Volunteers, are you ready with your entries for 
the flower show and the vegetable show?  Two 
of our MGVs are chairing these competitions.  
Becky Menozzi is chair of the flower show 
and Phyllis Frysinger is chair of the vegetable 
competition.    We know you have everything 
ready.  Hope you have lots of entries.  Best 
wishes for a great fair week.
July General Meeting

Just a reminder: we will meet at Snyder Park 
Clubhouse for our July General Meeting.  The 
time is 6:00 p.m. social and meeting at 6:30 p.m.  
See you all then.

Jo’s Notes:
Congratulations

Joyce and Virgil Studebaker’s 50th Wedding 
Anniversary.  Their address is 6439 Green Ridge 
Avenue, New Carlisle, OH 45344. 

50+ years:  We were high school sweethearts 
and graduated from OSU. Virgil in 1966 and 
I in 1967. We were married 2 days after his 
graduation. He had a vocational education job 
at Tecumseh. We lived in Buckeye Village while 
I finished my senior year. After I graduated, we 
moved home to western Clark Co. where I taught 
for Tecumseh Local for over 30 years.  We raised 
3 sons, two of which live in Clark Co. and our 
third son lives in Cincinnati. We have 9 wonderful 
grandchildren, of which 3 live in Colorado.  It has 
been a great journey, and I would do it all over 
again.

Thoughts and Prayers

Susie Anderson’s husband is in the hospital.  
Her address is 2150 Collier Road, Springfield, 
OH 45506.
Rachel Stridsberg, Class of 2014, passed away 
June 1, 2016.  Prayers for her husband, Geoff, 
and family.  Address:  176 South Buena Vista 
Road, South Charleston, OH 45368.

Reminder Committee Chairs
Please remember if you need to cancel/resched-
ule garden clean-ups, plantings, or meetings to 
call the office as early as possible so we will have 
that information in case we get telephone calls.

Nominations for State 
Awards

Clark County has 
nominated Wendy May 
for Outstanding MGV, 
Christmas Swag Making 
for Outstanding MGV 
Project, and Millcreek 
Greenhouse for Friend 
of OSUE MGV Program.  
Good Luck to all of 
you!  You deserve to 
be recognized.  Awards 
will be announced and 
presented at the State 
Conference in September.
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Committee Reports
SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The Social Committee is having a terrific year!  At 
this writing, we are planning on a terrific picnic, 
and we have never been disappointed.  Then, for 
the July Meeting, there will be a Tapas Bar without 
the bar.  For those of you, like Deb (Natheta had to 
educate her!), who have never been to a Tapas Bar, 
it is a restaurant, of sorts, which serves Spanish-
type appetizers to compliment wines and drinks.  Of 
course, ours will forego the wines and drinks, but we 
do love our appetizers, and anything else that anyone 
would like to contribute.  The July meeting is going to 
be a monumental one at Snyder Park Gardens and 
Arboretum, and we would like to have monumental 
tapas!  So, if you have a snack-y item, Spanish-
style would be a plus, we would love to add it to the 
fare.  We are providing water, if you want any soft 
drinks, please bring your own. 

Natheta Mercer, Deb Dean, and the  
Social Committee

UTZINGER GARDENS
Utzinger Garden is blooming her little heart 

out!  Dedicated workers have been busy, and we are 
proud of our accomplishments.  For our “Big Project” 
this year, we are improving the arbor to the Garden 
Shed entrance: it will be constructed by one of our 
former members, Ron Kurth, and will match the ones 
which he constructed at the Shed Garden entrance 
and the Back Entrance Garden.  The Big Arbor by the 
Weeping Willow Garden has also been improved by 
the FSR crew and is looking spiffy.  Our intern, Bill, 
has been busily improving the fronts of the buildings 
and is working hard on maintenance and weed con-
trol, as well as adding plantings.  And our Straw Bale 
Garden is growing things; although at this point, they 
are not the things which we intend to plant!  Come at 
any time: the FSR grounds are open from 9:00 a.m. 
until 4:00 p.m. Monday-Friday, for walks through the 
garden.  And we have lots of wild onions and thistles 
for souvenirs!  

Donna Myers, Marilyn Hinderer, Deb Dean, and The 
Utzingerians

FAIR FLOWER COMMITTEE
The Fair Flower Show Committee will meet on Fri-

day, July 15, 2016 at 9:30 a.m.    
The July meeting will include some final plans for 

the 2016 Fair.  Committee members will be reviewing 
duties during Fair 2016 and the schedule. 

Donations of all things “Garden” related or OHIO 
State related for the silent auction may be left at the 
OSU Extension office.

Daily fair passes may be picked up at the OSU Ex-
tension on East Main.  Jo Brown will have the tickets 
and the form to list your name and the number of tick-
ets you are taking to equal the number of shifts you 
will be working.  No ticket is required for Thursday, 
July 21, set-up nor for Saturday, July 30, clean-up.  

Thanks in advance for your participation and above 
all else, HAVE FUN!
Important Note:  If you have signed-up as part of the 
Committee on the VMS and do not plan to participate 
in the meetings but would just like to volunteer for 
workdays at the Fair, please remove your name from 
the Committee on the VMS.  I will offer the schedule 
to the membership at the July General Meeting. You 
may also contact me by email: ramenozzi@att.net 
You may just email me a note letting me know what 
days/times you are available to work at the fair.  Day 
passes will be available for volunteers.  

Becky Menozzi, Chair 

EARLY OHIO SETTLER’S GARDEN

     Our garden has been in about a month and almost 
everything is growing. We are having some trouble 
with rabbits but we hope to be trenched in another 
month thanks to Dennis Latimer, the summer intern. 
He has also been doing a great job with the watering 
which is not easy since you have to drag hose from 
the clubhouse to the garden on the hill. Our scarecrow 
is waiting on a new shirt thanks to Jo Brown and her 
talent with sewing and then he will be in our garden. 
The weeds have not been bad so far but we are deal-
ing with something new – leaves. If you are at Snyder 
Park please stop by and see our new garden.

Jean Rickards
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A special meeting is being held on 
Wednesday, July 13, 2016, at 6:30 p.m. We will 
be taking two votes that evening, and we need 
you there. We will be taking the final vote on our 
new By-Laws that have been approved by Mike 
Osborn, lawyer, as not causing any concern for 
the IRS or our non-profit status. You can find 
the By-Laws on the VMS, and we are asking 
you to look them over and be ready to vote. We 
will also be voting on our first At Large Member 
to the Board who will sit on the Board the rest of 
this year, 2016, and all of 2017. Two people are 
running for this position and they are Fabenne 
Brandenburg and Donna Myers. You will find 
their information in the Blades and Blooms 
and also on the VMS. We will introduce both 
candidates at the meeting on the 13th. Loretta 

Blazer, Marilyn Hinderer, and Nancy Best will 
be taking care of the ballots that evening and 
counting the votes for us. You are receiving a 
ballot in the July Blades and Blooms and you 
can also get one on the VMS. You can bring 
your ballot with you to the meeting and hand 
it into one of these three ladies. You can only 
bring your own ballot, and if someone wants 
to vote but cannot make it to the meeting, they 
can mail it to Jo Brown at OSU Extension,  
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, OH 45505. 
Your name must be on the front of the envelope 
so we can check you off as voting. There also 
will be ballots available that evening at the 
meeting. Again, thank you for all you are doing, 
and we hope to see you on the 13th.

Jean Rickards, President-Elect

SPECIAL MEETING

RAIN GARDEN COMMITTEE
On Friday morning, June 17, 2016, Janet Hannel 

and Lola Walston helped Sky Schelle (City of 
Springfield Stormwater Coordinator) identify plants 
that were installed in the Oesterlen Rain Garden on 
August 14, 2015.  Some of the plants were small 
and not easy to ID.  We did the best we could.  Sky 
wants to prepare an accurate planting map so the 
crew that is maintaining the rain garden knows what 
are desirable plants and which are weeds.  A list of 
species that were planted was provided to help in 
the identification process. At right is a picture of Sky 
in the rain garden almost a year after planting.  As 
you can see, it looks sparse now, but in a year or two 
it will be well established.  I will enjoy watching the 
progress of this rain garden as I have others in the 
city of Springfield.  

Lola Walston, Rain Garden Chairperson

     I have been out of town for the past four weeks.  Ed Wichael sat in for me for helpline and I thank him for doing 
so.  He was a great help and told me that there were many calls concerning poison-hemlock last week (July 18).  
Most likely we will have more this week.  Other than that, calls were few coming in for the past 4 weeks.  The only 
helpline opening is Monday Aug. 29th, for the rest of the season. 
				                     July Helpline Schedule
			   Mondays						      Thursdays
									         July 7  Carrie Moore
			   July 11 Shonil Datta				    July 14 Carrie Moore
			   July 18 Jean Ann Baker			   July 21 Carrie Moore
			   July 25	 Shonil Datta				    July 28 Carrie Moore

     Remember:  Hard work doesn't harm anyone, but I do not want to take any chances, therefore I do helpline.
Ed Wichael and Rick Mckinstry

HELPLINE
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History Corner
FREEDOM-- Independence, being able to  act, use 
freely, right or privilege are definitions according 
to Webster.  July is a month that the United States 
celebrates our freedom and maintains that liberty and 
justice will be for all people.  We fly the American flag 
in our yards and windows and wear it on our cloth-
ing as a symbol of pride.  The red, white, and blue 
is displayed everywhere especially on the Fourth of 
July, Independence Day.  Why not plant a liberty gar-
den or select a small place in your yard that displays 
the flag’s colors in flowers?  I’m sure that would be 
a wonderful way to display your patriotism all summer 
long.  Have a joyful Fourth of July and stay safe.  

Betty Grimes

Plant of the Month
ASTILBE (uh-STIL-bee
False spirea

Astilbes are a favorite of shade garden-
ers.  These lovely perennials produce clumps 
of deeply cut, medium-to-dark green foliage.  
Astilbes’ individual 
flowers are tiny, but 
they are grouped into 
feathery plumes held 
well above the plant.  
The plumes can add 
a strong vertical ac-
cent.  These plumes 
are long-lasting and 
often fade to soft 
beige, brown, and red-
dish shades, and then 
remain on the plant 
until fall.

Astilbes like light 
or partial shade, but 
even deep shade will do if they enjoy sun for part 
of the day.  They can also thrive in full sun as 
long as the soil stays moist.  The soil should be 
fertile, humus rich, moist and well-drained.  As-
tilbes like to grow near water such as ponds and 
streams but don’t like standing in water.  Provide 
a mulch in summer to keep the roots cool and 
moist.

The bloom times of astilbes vary widely, so you 
can combine different types for a continuously 
blooming garden.  You can combine these plants 
with other moisture loving plants such as Lady’s 
Mantle and Siberian Iris.

The hybrid astilbe is available in a wide range 
of colors from white and cream through all 
shades of pink and red.  Most have green leaves 

but some have 
bronze foliage in-
stead.  

Chinese Astilbe dif-
fers from the hybrid 
astilbe in its more 
deeply cut, dense, 
lacy foliage, late 
summer blooming 
period, and generally 
smaller size.  Chi-
nese Astilbe will tol-
erate dry soil better 
than other species.  

Astilbes make 
great cut flowers.  Leave the plumes in a vase 
as the water evaporates and you will have dried 
flowers you can enjoy all winter long.

Dot Burkholder

Photo from Wikimedia Commons
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Slate of Candidates for

At Large Board Member

Vote for One
		

					     ____  Fabenne Brandenburg

					     ____  Donna Myers

              					          
	



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension, 3130 East 
Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Garden Clean-up
July 6, 2016


