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Mark Your Calendar for April!
1	 1-3	 Wildflower Walk 
	 5-6	 Garden Fling Set-up
2	 8:30-3:30	 Garden Fling
4	 9-12	 Helpline 
	 9-11:30	 P$ Greenhouse Workday 
	 12-2	 Office Conference
5	 9-12	 FT Workday Greenhouse
6	 9-12	 Garden Clean-up 
	 9-11:30	 P$ Greenhouse Workday 
	 6:30-8:30	 4-H Flowerbed Meeting
7	 9-12	 FT Workday Greenhouse 
	 9-12	 Helpline
8	 9-12	 Pruning Shrubs and Trees 
	 1-3	 Wildflower Walk
11	 9-11:30	 P$ Greenhouse Workday 
	 9-12	 Helpline 
	 1-3	 Garden Fling Meeting
12	 9-12	 FT Workday Greenhouse
13	 9-11:30	 P$ Greenhouse Workday 
	 9-12	 Utzinger Workday 
	 6:30	 Executive Board
14	 9-12	 FT Workday Greenhouse 
	 9-12	 Helpline 

Index

Spring table decoration at our March meeting.  Photo: Jody Frisby

Blades and Blooms

	 6-7	 Seed Saving workshop at SPGA
15	 9:30-12	 Fair Flower Show Committee	
	 1-3	 Wildflower Walk
16	 8-4	 Van Wert Blooms
18	 9-12	 Helpline 
	 9-11:30	 P$ Greenhouse Workday
19	 9-12	 FT Workday Greenhouse
20	 9-11	 Fairground Flower Bed Clean-up 
	 9-11:30	 P$ Greenhouse Workday
21	 9-12	 FT Workday Greenhouse 
	 9-12	 Helpline 
	 6:30-7:30	 Focus on Local Speaker Series
22	 1-3	 Wildflower Walk
25	 9-11:30	 P$ Greenhouse Workday 
	 9-12	 Helpline
26	 9-12	 FT Workfay Greenhouse
27	 9-11:30	 P$ Greenhouse Workday 
	 9-12	 Utzinger Workday
28	 9-12	 FT Workday Greenhouse 
	 9-12	 Helpline
29	 1-3	 Wildflower Walk
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Spring is officially 
here and a few of my 
favorite flowers (Ta-
raxacum officinale) 
are popping up.  Bees 
use the nectar to make 
honey and songbirds 
like the seeds.  In a 
few short weeks fields 
of the fragrant attrac-
tive yellow flowers will 
appear in abundance. 

Fran and   I stopped by the field trial greenhouse 
today and while talking with Wendy May, we admired 
the thousands of potted plants and plugs doing nicely 
in the greenhouse.  However, there was no sign of 
a potted Taraxacum officinale.  The next stop was to 
visit the Barn sale greenhouse on Limestone Street. 
Marilyn Hinderer and Loretta Blazer have also been 
guiding Master Gardeners in the preparation of 
thousands and thousands of plants that look terrific.  
My first sighting this year of Taraxacum  was found  
growing in a patch of grass just outside the rear door.  

The Victory Garden vegetable plot at Snyder Park 
is freshly tilled and the soil is beautiful.  Thanks to 
Terry Fredrich of Habitat Creations for the tilling work.  
The plot looks awesome.   No Taraxacum there as 
yet.  It looks like the Settler’s Garden is leveled and 
could be started this year.  It will be exciting to see 
what the new garden will look like.

We noticed Spring Fling signs at strategic locations 
around Springfield and hope for a good turnout.  Fran 
and I will miss the event this year as we are attend-
ing a bee conference in Loveland, Ohio that day.  We 
hope to complete 40 hours required toward Ohio 
Master Beekeeper status after 4 years of attending 
conferences in various states where only 4 or 5 hours 
of training are given .  Our Master Gardener Program 
is much better by comparison since the instructors 
come to our class rather than students traveling to 
them and hours are provided in a relatively short 
time.  

 Congratulations and welcome to our new Master 
Gardener interns, and we look forward to meeting 
you soon at the greenhouse, Spring Fling, Snyder 
Park, County Fair, Utzinger Gardens or one of our 
many meetings/activities.

Tom and Fran Davidson

Presidents Message Pams Posies
Dear Master Gardeners,
Spring really is here despite the crazy up and down 
weather, but what else is new right?  We live in Ohio 
and have come to expect this type of weather!  I do 
have a few things planted in the garden---in raised 
beds of course.  It’s been too wet to get anything else 
done.
Congratulations to everyone who has been involved 
in all of the recent classes and training programs and 
who has helped with these.  We have had a really 
great winter full of programming and have had a lot 
of great feedback on our programs.  I am looking 
forward to the upcoming Garden Fling as well as the 
Plant $ell-a-bration!  I am really proud of all of our ef-
forts in the Clark County Community.  
We are moving forward with the installation of the 
Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum, though it 
might seem that nothing is happening.  The Board 
approved to spend the money needed for the topo-
graphical survey and the flyover which should oc-
cur this week.  This has to happen before the tree 
canopy begins to develop; otherwise, the cost goes 
up due to having to do a ground survey as opposed 
to an aerial survey.  If you are down in the park, you 
might see some big X’s on the ground.  These are 
used by the airplane as anchor points for the GIS 
markings.  Once we have this, and once we raise the 
money necessary for the pavilion and field trials, con-
struction can begin on Phase 1.  Phase 1 includes 
the Early Ohio Settlers’ Garden, the Turf Plots, the 
compost and storage area, the Victory Garden (which 
has already started---last year) and the Garden of 
Eatin’ (the vegetable demonstration garden).  
The amount of money raised will help determine how 
extensive Phase 1 will be.  I’ll keep you posted on all 
fundraising efforts as we move forward. 

Wildflower walks are going to continue throughout 
April and May, but be sure to check the VMS to see 
if anything has changed.  Other counties are getting 
word of these walks and want to come with us.  I am 
not going to post anything publically about these but 
do allow others to join.  The challenge, as you know, 
is that (with more than 20 people) it’s really tough to 
do a good walk.  Just check MGV VMS front page for 
any updates if there are questions.  
Thursday, April 14 is MGV day at the Cincinnati 
Flower Show.  Julie Crook has worked with show 
organizers to set up a special day of speakers, 
demonstrations, and more just for MGV’s.  Speakers 

cont. on pg. 3

Photo of Taraxacum Officinale   
by Tom Davidson
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Carolyn’s Corner
April Garden Clean-up

Wednesday, April 6, will be garden clean-up.  
Meet at Snyder Park by the red barn at 9:00 a.m.  
We will be cleaning up the field trail area, prun-
ing and cleaning around some of the trees, and 
cleaning up the perennial garden area.  Dress 
appropriately for the weather.  Tools required will 
be hoes and pruners.  It will be good to get back 
out in the garden.  See you there.

Field Trial Adopt a Bed
We will again be asking volunteers to help with 

keeping the field trial beds free of weeds. You 
are asked to visit your bed once a week, check 
to see if you need to weed, and if you notice 
anything unusual happening.  If you do, call 
Carolyn Allen at 937-321-6377.  We only ask you 
to deadhead on rare occasions and that would 
be for certain cultivars such as geraniums.  You 
can work in your bed at any time day, night or on 
the weekends.  You can adopt a bed by yourself 
or with a partner, which ever you prefer.  It is an 
easy way to earn hours.  We need approximately 
17 volunteers.  

Summer Garden Interns
I am looking for a couple summer interns; 

one to work in the Utzinger garden for 20 hours 
per week and one to  work in the  Snyder Park 
Gardens for 40 hours per week.  I am looking 
for reliable, prompt individuals who are able to 
follow directions.  The duties include watering, 
weeding, and keeping the area well-groomed. 
If you know someone who is looking for a job 
this summer, have them contact me and we will 
explain the application process.

Volunteer Hours Working From Home
If you would like to sit on your patio and earn 

some volunteer hours, I have a job for you.  The 
plant labels we used last year in the field trials 
need to be removed from the plant sticks.  The 
process is to soak in hot water for awhile and 
then peel them off.  After this, use GooGone and 
remove any paste from the sticks. I will have 
the sticks ready for pick-up at the April 6 garden 
clean-up.  Let me know if you are interested.

2nd	 Roger Franks
4th	 Terry Reid
6th	 Bonnie Martens
7th	 Missy Hawley
8th	 Linda McCann
15th	 Janet Heater
30th	 Kathy McConkey

Jo’s Notes:
Reminder Committee Chairs

Please remember if you need to  
cancel/reschedule garden clean-ups, 
plantings or meetings to call the office  
as early as possible so we will have 
that information in case we get 
telephone calls.

Thank you.

include Joe Boggs, Tim Malinich, Amy Stone and me.  
Tickets are $45.00 and include admission and the 
box lunch as well as admission to the fine food show.  
For more information on the special Master Gardener 
volunteer event go to:  http://cincinnatihorticultur-
alsociety.com/cincy-flower-show/master-gardener-
special-event/

Pam

P.S.  Have I told you thank you recently for all that 
you do for the OSUE MGV program in Clark County?  
THANKS!

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension

Pam’s Posies - cont. from pg. 2
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Committee Reports
HELPLINE

Helpline starts in April, every Monday and Thurs-
day, 9:00 a.m. to noon.  There are usually 3 people 
working  together on the Helpline.  Ed Wichael takes 
Mondays and I, Rick McKinstry, take Thursdays.  
Depending on our schedules, we may change these 
days around.  We would like to have two more Mas-
ter Gardeners each of these days.  This will make it 
more fun and easier if we get busy.

Helpline will have a table at the Garden Fling with 
garden info to help gardeners with their garden prob-
lems and we will answer their questions.  We have 
been doing this ever since Gpring Fling started.  If 
you would like to help at Garden Fling, please call 
me. (Rick McKinstry 324-5344).  Garden Fling is Sat-
urday April 2 from 8:30 to 3:30.

Below is a chart that shows who has volunteered 
so far for April.

	 MONDAYS	 THURDAYS
Apr. 7	 Cynthia Valente 
	 & Anne Joyce
Apr. 14	 OPEN & OPEN

Apr. 21	 Anne Joyce & 
	 OPEN
Apr. 25	 Lola Walston & 
	 Jean Ann Baker

 Apr. 4	 Cathy Zernechel 
	 & Shonil Datta
Apr. 11	 Lola Walston & 
	 Jean Ann Baker
Apr. 18	 Lola Walston & 
	 Shonil Datta
Apr. 28	 OPEN & OPEN

If you would like to volunteer for Helpline, please 
call me (Rick 324-5344) or on-line at https://ohio.
volunteersystem.org/UniversalLogin.cfm.
Rick McKinstry and Ed Wichael

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Thanks and thanks again to everyone who 

contributed to the buffet at the March meeting!  The 
variety and yummy-factor of all the goodies was off 
the charts.  The Social Committee could not operate 
without all the help that we receive, and we cannot 
thank you all enough.  Now, onto the May General 
Meeting:  the theme will be “Memorial Day: We 
Remember,” and if you can bring a tried-and-true 
and fondly-remembered recipe (like the church ladies 
made for the socials, or Grandma or Mom made for 
holiday dinner, etc.), we would truly appreciate it.  
Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean

PLANT $ELL-ABRATION
Our plant sale is coming!  Saturday, May 7, 9 a.m.-

1 p.m. at the Snyder Park Clubhouse.  
We want to thank all those who have been helping 

at the CRSI greenhouse.  Everything is growing and 
we hope to have a great selection of plants for the 
sale.  If you are dividing any of your plants and would 
like to donate those to the sale, I have pots and 
tags available at the greenhouse, at the red barn, 
and at my house.  Just let me know what you need 
and I will get them to 
you.  We are setting 
up an area behind 
the CRSI greenhouse 
where you will be 
able to drop them off 
starting Monday, May 
2.  Please pot them up 
and make them look 
like something you 
would buy!

We are looking for 
some talented garden 
enthusiasts who 
want to share that 
knowledge with others.  
We are wanting to add 
6 garden mini clinics 
to sale day.  We would hold them in the building or in 
the shelter house, depending on the weather.  They 
would just need to be something quick and easy; 
about 20-25 minutes.  You could do it solo or with 
a partner.  Pick a topic and let us know.  It will be a 
great morning of buying plants, listening to garden 
talks, touring the new garden area, and  spending a 
spring morning in the gardens.
Other stuff:

•	Bookmarks are available if you need any to pass 
out or post.

•	Sign-up if you would like to help work on sale day.  
It is a fun day!  We hope to make lots of money for 
our projects!

•	We are going to need boxes and wagons for sale 
day.

•	 If you would like to work in the greenhouse, check 
VMS or call us.  We have added more slots and 
never turn down offers of help!   CRSI and their 
staff have been wonderful to work with, and we 
appreciate their very generous offer of space in 
their greenhouse.

•	 If you have any ideas or suggestions on improving 
the sale, please let me know!  I welcome all ideas!

See you at the Plant $ell-abration!
Marilyn Hinderer & Loretta Blazer

Peggie Elsnau getting 
perennial plants ready for the 
$ellabration. Photo: Nancy 
Best
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SEEDS Community Garden Program
The busy season for SEEDS has started.  Seed-

ing has started in the Wittenberg Greenhouse for the 
Community Garden Program.  We will have another 
seeding day on Monday, March 28, 9:00 a.m. to 
noon.  Watch the VMS for dates that we will be doing 
transplanting.  The next SEEDS Committee meeting 
will be April 18 at 1:00 in the large conference room. 

The Backyard Vegetable Garden Workshop was 
held March 19 at Springfield High School and was 
very successful.  Great information was given and 
great local food was consumed.  Thanks to all the 
Master Gardener Volunteers that helped with this 
event.

The next “Focus On Local Speakers Series” will 
feature Mark and Debbie Titus of Mad Sweet Heat.  
Mad Sweet Heat is a small business specializing in 
Sliced Candied Jalapenos (not to worry – they are 
not that hot!)  They also have other products as well.  
Mad Sweet Heat also supported the Focus on Local 
Food Summit last November. We will meet Thurs-
day, April 21, in conference room #151 at 6:30 p.m.  
Come, enjoy – bring family and friends and earn 
continuing education credit!

The 4th and last Seed Saving Workshop will be 
held April 14 at 6:00 p.m. at Snyder Park Club-
house.  Thanks to all that have supported the seed 
saving workshops.  They have been a lot of fun!  
Master Gardener Volunteers can earn continuing 
education credits for these workshops also.

Watch the VMS for more information and updates.
Susie Broidy

UTZINGER COMMITTEE
Utzinger Tri-Chairs met with The FSR Manager, 

Nick, on Monday, March 14, at the Utzinger 
Garden.  The water issues were addressed, and 
will hopefully be solved. To all those who had 
concerns about the Almond trees: they look great 
this spring!  There are lots of plants which will be 
available after frost date (May 15) for planting, and 
a list of the varieties will be reviewed at the meeting 
in the small conference room at OSU Extension on 
Wednesday, March 30.  If the weather holds up, we 
should be able to start spring cleaning at Utzinger 
in April.  By the way, workdays this year will be the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of the month.  

Donna Myers, Marilyn Hinderer, and Deb Dean

EARLY OHIO SETTLERS 
COMMITTEE

The Settlers met Monday, March 21 at OSU Exten-
sion for our organizational meeting. The following 
members were present: Nancy Best, Betty Grimes, 
Gloria Sparks, Teresa Gregory, Jan O’Neill, Kathy 
Mark, Joyce Studebaker, Peggy Shank, and Susan 
Kogler. We had a lot of decisions to make with the 
first one being what seeds we were starting for our 
new garden at the park.  Joyce will be getting the 
seeds ready in her greenhouse. We also decided to 
vacate Gateway on Wednesday, April 27, by remov-
ing our plants and hardscape (fence and post). We 
looked over our garden design for the park; it will be 
48’ by 32’, we plan to fence around the whole garden, 
and there will be two 4’ gates on the south side. We 
hope to be fencing in our garden on the morning of 
May 7. I should say some of our husbands will be do-
ing this. Then we plan on doing our paths on Monday, 
May 16, and planting on Monday, May 23. We are 
hoping for a great year in our new Early Ohio Set-
tler’s Garden. It will be a busy two months, but I think 
we will be happy to get our move done.

Jean Rickards

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
We broke our habit of having the Perennial 

Committee meeting just before our General MGV 
Meeting (the 9th of March) and met Friday, March 
18, at Young’s Golden Jersey Inn from 11a.m.-12:30 
p.m.  Our purpose was to “Meet and Greet” any new 
interns who have an interest in perennials, to give 
them a little deeper understanding of what we do, 
and to have fun getting to know each other.  Good 
food, good people---what could be better?

March garden clean-up was cancelled due to 
lousy weather (no surprise), but Wednesday, April 
6, should be better unless it dumps buckets of rain.  
We have a lot to do, so get your stretching exercises 
done because there are lots of sticks to pick up, 
a fair amount of weeds (blooming no less!), and a 
few plants to cut back.  We are seeing the signs of 
perennials waking up!  Happy Spring!
Kathy McConkey & Dot Burkholder
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Garden Fling Schedule
April 2, 2016, 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Time Room 112 Room 114 Room 120 Auditorium

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. Designing Your 
Perennial Garden

George B. Simon II

Ask an Expert 
Panel

Master Gardener 
Volunteers

Creative 
Container 
Plantings

Diane Catenacci

10:15 – 11:15 
a.m.

Heirloom 
Tomatoes

Peggie Elsnau

Succulents

Carolyn Allen

Pests of 
Perennials

Pam Bennett

12:30 – 1:30 
p.m.

Auditorium

Keynote Speaker: Pamela Bennett 

Attracting Pollinators to Your Landscape

Time Room 112 Room 114 Room 120 Auditorium

2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Darn…I Wish I'd 

Known That!

Kathy McConkey

Make Your Own 
Garden 

Structures

Shonil Datta

Snyder Park 
Gardens and 
Arboretum

Pam Bennett

Kenton Ridge Boosters will be providing food throughout the day.

                                                                   OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For 
more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity
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RAIN GARDEN
The city of Springfield will build two bio-retention 

cells (rain gardens with an underdrain) this year on 
vacant lots at the corners of Pleasant and Lowry and 
Grand and Linden.  Construction is expected to begin 
in late spring.

There are a couple direct ways MGV’s can help:
--planting plugs (although the contractor can do this 

if there are not enough volunteers)
--reviewing signage that will be posted at the sites 

The signs are to explain what has been done at those 
lots.

Tentatively, a short (hour or less) meeting for the 
contractor to meet the design engineer and discuss 
common pitfalls of bio-retention construction is being 
planned.  It might be an interesting educational op-
portunity and anyone is welcome to attend.  A date 
has not been set yet.

As information is obtained about this project, MGV’s 
will be kept up to date via the VMS.

Picture of retention pond at the City  
Service Center on Lagonda Blvd.

How can you tell a river is rich?  It has two banks.
Lola Walston, Chairperson

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
The new order of gloves are in.  Make sure you get 

yours for the season before they are all gone.  They 
will be for sale at the Garden Fling and the Plant 
Sale.  We have small, medium, large and extra large.

Also, don’t forget to clean out your gardening books 
that you no longer need and donate them to our book 
sale at the Garden Fling.  If you can’t bring them the 
night before the Fling to Kenton Ridge, you can drop 
them off at the office and someone will pick them up.

See you at the Fling!
Ruth Ann Rahim

FIELD TRIALS/GREENHOUSE 
COMMITTEE

All of the seeds we received have been planted,and 
the plugs that came from Proven Winners have been 
potted up so the next projects in the greenhouse are 
potting up the seedlings as they get large enough 
and maintaining all of the plants.

There have been a few 
maintenance issues with the 
thermostats for the furnace 
and the large fans. We are 
working through all of these 
things as they come up.

All of our workers have been 
doing a great job as well as all 
of our watering team. There 
are still a few spots open 
to work in the greenhouse 
on Thursdays in April. Any 
greenhouse workers who want 
more hours check out the calendar on VMS.

Linda McCann and Wendy May--Co Chairs

Jan O’Neil, Missy Hawley, Kathy 
Eckell, Jani Malowney, LaDonna 
Lowe, and Natheta Mercer potting 
up plugs from Proven Winners. New seedlings on the germination 

bench.

Missy Hawley and 
Linda McCann 
seeding trays.
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VICTORY GARDEN
Up date:  Terry Fredrich rototilled the Vic-

tory Garden Sunday, March 20.  It is ready to 
plant.  The garden drains very well and will be 
able to be  planted soon after it rains.  Be-
cause of the weather unknowns, it is hard to 
set a date in the spring for garden work.  Ed 
and I will use email to send out work dates, so 
be sure to volunteer on the VMS for the Vic-
tory Garden under the project list.  If you have 
a problem doing this, call me (324-5344).

We are going to lay out a fence around the 
garden to keep out moles, rabbits, deer, rac-
coons and other bad animals.  With the fence 
(at the same time), we will be putting in an irri-
gation system.  These two projects will require 
a lot of work hours and we should be starting 
in early April.

Call me if you have any questions.
Rick McKinsty 324-5344

The Potluck luncheon to celebrate the end of 
training classes for the interns will be held on 
Wednesday, March 30, 2016 at 12:00 in the large 
conference room at OSU Extension. The theme is 
Garden Flowers so come dressed as your fa-
vorite flower. I have already heard what some of 
you have planned for your costumes and you are 
really creative.

Bring a dish to share and join in the fun. Meat 
will be provided. Let’s give the new interns a 
great sendoff to do their volunteering and a BIG 
welcome to the Master Gardeners of Clark Coun-
ty. There might even be prizes for some of the 
best costumes, funniest, etc.

See you on Wednesday, March 30, 2016, in 
large conference room.
 Carolyn Allen

Dennis Latimer
Megan Leffel
Patricia McFarland
Connie Mitchell

Kimberly Dilts
Theresa Gregory
Barbara Hartings
Claudia Jones

Carrie Moore
Mike Russell
Jane Skogstrom
Vicki Stalbird
Karen Titone

CLASS OF 2016 MGV INTERNS’ 
POTLUCK LUNCHEON

New 2016 MGV Interns
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Plant of the Month
ASCLEPIAS (ah-SKLEE-pee-us)
BUTTERFLY WEED,  MILKWEED

You might correctly guess that butterflies would 
love a plant called Butterfly Weed.  The flowers of 
this plant produce lots of nectar for butterflies and 
night flying moths.  The plants are 
generally clumping and upright with 
thick stems and leathery, smooth, 
shiny leaves.  Inflated seedpods 
filled with flat seeds form after the 
flowers fade.

This perennial is low maintenance, 
deer resistant, a good cut flower and 
draws an abundance of butterflies, 
especially monarchs.  It doesn’t 
have any serious pests either.  It 
can be grown almost everywhere in 
the United States.  

The flowers will bloom for 8 – 10 
weeks starting in early summer.  The height will be 
about 18 – 30 inches tall.  Orange is the color most of 
you know, but they also come in colors of yellow and 
white.  Deadheading keeps them blooming longer.  
For arrangements, cut the stems when they just be-
gin to open.  

This plant grows best in hot and dry conditions as 
they won’t tolerate wet feet.  It also prefers less fertile 
soil than some other garden plants.  The plant has 
deep roots and that makes it hard to move or divide 
large plants.  The easiest way to establish butterfly 
weed in your garden is to buy small seedlings or sow 
directly where you want the plants.

Butterfly Weed is sensitive to hav-
ing its taproot disturbed.  If the main 
root is broken, your plant might not 
survive.  If you want to transplant, 
take care to make the hole deep 
enough to accommodate its long 
taproot.  Once it’s established, it 
might very well self-seed.

It will take a season before your 
plant is flowering at full speed.  
Sometimes you can enjoy a few 
blooms the first year.  After flower-
ing, leave the oblong seedpods for 
winter interest or cut them for indoor 
arrangements.

The current Burpee catalog has plants and seed for 
sale.

Dot Burkholder

“Butterfly Weed Asclepias tuberosa 
Striped” by Photo by and (c)2009 Derek 
Ramsey (Ram-Man) – Self-photographed. 
Licensed under GFDL 1.2 via Wikimedia 
Commons.

Please Join The Downtown  
Springfield Cleanup

To be held Saturday, April 23, 2016, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 12:00.  Check in at United Senior Services, 101 
S. Fountain Ave. to sign in.  Parking is available at 
United Senior Services and across High St.  There 
will be a free celebratory lunch at 11:30 AM at United 
Senior Services along with door prizes drawings.

Please RSVP to Natheta Mercer at 937-325-5202 
or email emercer2016@twc.com by April 14th.  
We also need to know if you are planning to stay for 
lunch.  You are most welcome to bring friends and 
family with you.  Also, you may want to bring your 
soil knife and broom or shovel with you.  We may 
be doing some mulching.  Most tools are provided 
by the city.  Please come down and join the fun and 
help clean-up our downtown.  Let’s show Springfield 
that Master Gardeners are committed to making our 
community better!
Thank you,
Natheta

Congratulations  
to Donna Myers

School board member receives 
honors:  Donna Myers, a 
Northwestern Local Schools’ 
board member, was presented 
with her 15th Ohio School Boards 
Association’s Award of Achievement 
at its spring conference in Cincinnati 
on March 8.  The award goes to 
school board members in recognition 
of their commitment to training 
and leadership.  Of 3,400 board 
members in Ohio, Donna was one of 
51 to receive the award this year.



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension, 3130 East 
Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Garden Clean Up
April 6th


