OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Blades and Blooms

Master Gardeners of Clark County
PO Box 158, Springfield, Ohio 45501-0158

Volume 23 Number 6  June 2016

Master Gardener
Volunteers waiting

Plant $ell-ebration.
Photo by Pam
Bennett.

9-12
9-12
9-12

9-12
6:30

9-12
8:15-5

9-12
9-12
9-12
9-9:30
5-?
9-12

9-11
5:30-6:30

7:00-8:30
9-12
9-12
9-12

Mark Your June Calendar

Garden Clean-up
Helpline
Helpline

Utzinger Work Day
Exec. Board Meeting

Helpline

Cox Arboritum & Pyramid Hill
Sculpture Garden

Helpline

Fairground Flower Bed Clean-up
Helpline

Fair Flower Show Comm. Mtg
MGV Annual Picnic at SPGA
Helpline

Helpline

Absolute FAVE Yard & Garden
Tools

Garden Walk in the Park
Helpline

Pruning Perennials at Utzinger
Helpline

Mark Your Calendar-........... 1
President’s Message ......... 2
Pam’s Posies................ 2&3
Carolyn’s Corner................ 3
Jo’s Notes.........ccevvverereeenns 3

Committee Reports ..... 4-7

Plant of the Month ............. 8
Birthdays .........cccoeviiinnnnnees 8
Field Trip....ccccooiiiiiinnnnees 9

to have a good day
selling plants at our



President’s Message

Congratulations to all who made the Plant $ell-
ebration a huge success. The teamwork, leadership,
and willingness to help of all participants resulted in
a highly successful and fun project for public’s and
Master Gardener Volunteers’ benefit. Special thanks
to Marilyn Hinderer for organizing and planning the
project and Loretta Blazer for excellent leadership
of the transportation, set-up, and the sale itself. Of
course the Master Gardener Volunteers who dedi-
cated the winter months seeding, potting, weeding,
labeling, and watering were a key to success. Thanks
to all who helped out with the sale; it was a fun proj-
ect.

Equally amazing and noteworthy was the final
preparation, transportation, and planting of the Field
Trial beds. Wendy May provided the leadership and
organizational skill again this year for the greenhouse
seeding, transplanting, watering, and care with excel-
lent support from Linda
McCann and the green-
house Master Gardener
crew. The actual planting
was expertly orchestrated
by Pam Bennet, Carolyn
Allen, and the Master
Gardener Volunteers
planting crew of 40 or
more volunteers. The
beds look great, were in
by lunch, and beat the
rain.

The Early Ohio Settler's Py Tom Davidson.
Garden has a nice looking fence thanks to Jean Rick-
ards for rounding up a crew of husbands to put it in.
We owe a big thanks to Pam and husband Rick for
tilling with the Kubota tractor at the Early Ohio Set-
tler's Garden, Field Trials, Turf Plots and elsewhere.
Fred Miller and a small volunteer crew managed to
drag, seed, and roll out 7 different turf plots adjacent
to the dog park and now hope for gentle rains, 2
hours daily, for the next two weeks. Lacking the fre-
quent gentle rains, Fred will be rigging up a watering
system and hoping for a good germination rate. Give
Fred a call if you would like to help.

Finally, the Victory Garden has a new deer fence
and is partially planted. Ed Wozniak, Rick McKinstry,
and a small crew finished stringing the deer fence in
half a day since fence posts and the groundhog bar-
rier were already in place. Ed and Rick are thankful
that tomato plants had not been planted till after the
mid-May frost. The potato plants, however, did take a
hit from the frost but should recover.

Again, thanks to everyone for getting a great start on
this year’s gardening season and having fun doing it!

Tom Davidson

Master Gardener Volunteers getting the trial
plants ready to go to SPGA trial beds. Photo

[Pam’s [Posles

Phenomenal: highly extraordinary, exceptional is
the dictionary definition. Right beside this definition
in the dictionary, one should find OSUE MGVs as
well!

This is one of many words that came to my mind
on Tuesday, May 17, around 12:30 p.m. | was
completely overwhelmed by the dedication and
commitment to the MGV program by all.

The weather has been less than cooperative for
us to get working at Snyder Park (and in our own
gardens for that matter); thus, | have been a little
worried about getting the Field Trials, Turf Plots, and
Early Ohio Settler's Garden up and running. When |
got up that morning (after a sleepless night), | knew
that we only had a short window to get almost 500
plants in the ground. We started early, and MGVs
began arriving a few at a time.
By noon, the task was complete.
We totally kicked butt!

While the day culminated in
a successful planting of the
Field Trials, it didn’t start there.
Back up several months to
il the beginning stages of this
8| project: the planning meetings
2 by Wendy May, Linda McCann,
and Carolyn, the preparation
of the greenhouse, the arrival
of the plants, the planting of
seeds and plugs, the watering,
the transplanting, the care and maintenance of the
greenhouse plants, the hardening off, the watering,
the FROST (ugh!), the moving of the plants via
all types of vehicles (It really was a parade!), the
preparation of the beds and finally the planting. But
wait, there’s more: the wonderful lunch prepared by
Carlene Grassle and her friend, Raymond Cooper,
and to come this summer, the watering, the weeding,
the summer maintenance, and the evaluations of the
plants.

Take a look at the previous paragraph and all of
the work that went into this one project. You are
all incredibly generous with your time and talents.
This project WOULD NOT be possible without your
assistance. | can’t thank you enough for your help.
Each and every person who has been involved in this
project is critical to the success. Phenomenal is just
one word that comes to mind, but there are so many
more. It really was an amazing effort and | thank
you!

cont. on pg. 3



Carolyn’s Corner

This is going to be very brief as | am in a war
with the deer in Snyder Park.

Last week the Field Trial beds were measured
and planted, and we were having lunch by 12:30
p.m. | think this might be a new time record.
Thanks to all of you who volunteered your time
and helped get these plants in the ground. Our
friends, the deer, like them also.

A big thank you goes to Carlene Grassle and
Ray Cooper for providing a delicious lunch for us
all. Thank you! Thank you! It was a perfect way
to end the day.

The Early Ohio Settler’'s Garden has been
planted also. It is all fenced in, so hopefully the
critters won’t be able to visit.

The Turf Plots have been seeded and we are
watching for the grasses to sprout.

The perennial planting around the Clubhouse
has been completed too.

| think the Snyder Park Gardens are ready for
the Garden Walk on June 23.

Continuing Education Opportunity

Diagnostic Clinic in Lebanon, Ohio on June
10th. This is worth 5 hours of CE credits. These
clinics are a good way to hone your diagnostic
skills and meet volunteers from other counties.
If you are interested, go to the OSU Warren
County web site at warren.osu.edu . Then go to
Master Gardeners, and the registration form is
there for you to download.

Pam'’s Posies cont. from pg. 2

But wait, it didn’t finish on Tuesday. Wednesday
the Early Ohio Settler’s Garden volunteers completed
the task of laying out the beds. This was only after
their spouses worked hard on the day of the plant
sale to install a fence. It's looking great! And then on
Thursday, more volunteers worked on laying out the
Turf Plots and these look great.

A huge thanks to all of the project chairs; your
leadership is invaluable and the time and effort you
put into your project shows. Linda McCann and
Wendy May (Field Trials), Jean Rickards (EOS)
and Fred Miller (Turf) have been the reason these
projects are moving ahead. Thanks to all.

The Snyder Park Garden and Arboretum committee
met and developed a few subcommittees to look
at donation acceptance and sign policies. These
will be necessary as we move forward. | have been
meeting with various community groups, sharing
the design, and gathering input and support. The
support thus far is overwhelmingly positive for this
community project. People are viewing this garden
as a tremendous asset for Clark County. They are
counting on us to do just what we did at Gateway,
and | have no doubt in my mind that we will pull this
off because of the quality of our volunteers.

Thank you for all you do. It's so enjoyable to work
with such great people.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennetft

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension

Jo’s Notes:

Congratulations!

Terry Reid’s new grandson: Otto Reid Jovanelli
was born May 12, 2016, was 7 Ibs. 3 0z. & 19 1/2
inches long. Parents are Chris & Sarah Jovanelli.
They all live in Burlington, VT. Terry says he is
adorable!

Reminder Committee Chairs

Please remember if you need to cancel/resched-
ule garden clean-ups, plantings or meetings, call
the office as early as possible so we will have that
information in case we get telephone calls.

Thank you.




CommITTEE REPORTS
SOCIAL COMMITTEE

June is here, and it’s time for PICNIC! The date
and time this year is June 18 at Snyder Park Gar-
dens and Arboretum from 5:00 PM until ???? Time
flies when you’re having an MGV time. The Social
Committee will be providing the entree (BBQ Chicken
freshly grilled by Local Chef Mariano Rios, who is a
Slow Foods/Organic Contributor, and is giving us a
terrific deal), and a vegetable tray, also by Mariano
Rios. Soft drinks will also be provided, and if you
want anything special (Pepsi? Mt. Dew? Dr. Pep-
per?), let Natheta or Deb know. If you want anything
jazzier, BYOB! If your last name begins with “A - H”,
please bring an appetizer or a salad. If your last
name begins with “| - P”, please bring a side dish
or vegetable. If your last name begins with “Q - Z”,
please bring a dessert. Or bring whatever you are
able to bring, or just yourselves: we’re not very auto-
cratic about the whole “bring something” thing. We
will try to get a corn-hole game and other fun things
to enjoy. Our resident comedian has drill that week-
end, so if you want comedy, you'll have to put up with
his mother!

After June is July’s General Meeting, and we are
having a tapas bar (minus the bar) for our refresh-
ments. More will come on this topic after the picnic.

And finally, once again, a HUGE THANK YOU to
everyone who contributed food to the May General
Meeting. Natheta and Deb are always bowled over
by your contributions, but everyone went above and
beyond this time! So, again, thank you, thank you,
thank you!

We had a request for the Salsa Dip Recipe, so
here goes: 2 (8 oz.) softened cream cheese bricks,
1 package dry Taco Seasoning, and 1 pint of sour
cream: cream all together, and spread ina 9” X 13”
pan. Spread a large jar of salsa over cream cheese
mixture. Cover all with a blend of Cheddar and jack
cheese (or Mexican Mix). This recipe is really toler-
ant about quantities, and if you like, chop onions and/
or green peppers over the top of the salsa layer. Dip
with corn chips/salsa chips; | like Lime Tostitos
best!. Then be prepared for a 12-step program be-
cause you can’t stop eating this stuff.

Natheta Mercer and Deb Dean and Social Committee

Bl nbussgl

FAIR FLOWER COMMITTEE

The Fair Flower Show Committee will meet on
Friday, June 17, 2016, at 9:30 a.m.

A very big THANK YOU to Pam Thullen, Joyce
Studebaker, and Nancy Best for taking care of the
May meeting and CE program.

The June meeting will include some final plans for
the 2016 Fair. Committee members will be getting
final instructions for ordering new t-shirts and for
getting assignments for the fair.

Donations of all things “Garden” related or Ohio
State related for the silent auction may be left at the
OSU Extension office.

Deadline for entering the Open Class of the 2016
Clark County Fair is Thursday, June 30, 2016, at
4:30 p.m. Entry forms may be found in the back
of the Fair Book and online. MGVs and Interns
are encouraged to enter. You never know: your
specimens may just be a blue ribbon winner!

Important Note: If you have signed up as part
of the committee on the VMS and do not plan to
participate in the meetings but would just like to
volunteer for workdays at the Fair, please remove
your name from the committee on the VMS. | will
offer the schedule to the membership at the July
General Meeting. You may also contact me by email:
ramenozzi@att.net You may just email me a note
letting me know what days/times you are available
to work at the fair. Day passes will be available for
volunteers. More information on passes in the July
B&B

Becky Menozzi, Chair

HOMEMADE FLORAL
PRESERVATIVE

1 - 12 ounce can of Non-Diet Lemon-Lime
Clear Soda

. 3 - 12 ounce cans of water (use the soda can
as a measure)

2 o BB tablespoon of chlorine bleach (not more)

I Mix all together and stir until the soda
’.\l bubbles have dispersed.

From: Garden to Vase by Linda Beutler



EARLY OHIO SETTLERS GARDEN

We have made our move for the Early Ohio Settler’s
Garden,; it is officially at Snyder Park. The Settlers and
some of their husbands have been
very busy since April 25th with
the removal of our garden from
Gateway. The Settlers and some
spouses on Saturday, May 7th,
got most of our fence up plus the
branches for our hops. Then on
Wednesday, May 18th, again the
Settlers and two spouses finished

the fence, built our gates and put
them up, planted our Thomas
Jefferson apple tree, put up a
branch from a sycamore tree for our
birdhouses, and we laid our paths
with newspaper and straw. This
Monday, May 23rd, the Settlers will
be planting our Gateway plants and
seeds we got from Monticello last
fall. We will also be putting up our
garden markers, signs by the gates,
and our birdhouses. Jo Brown

is working on a new shirt for our
scarecrow, Colonel White. So, we
hope to be ready for our first official
tour in June. | cannot say “Thank
You” enough to my committee

and our auxiliary (spouses). Their
generosity and labor and devotion
to this garden are truly humbling.

| want to say a special thanks to
Nancy Best, Kathy Mark, Theresa
Gregory, Peggy Shank, Joyce
Studebaker, Connie Kersey, and

to our auxiliary: Imie Mark, Bob
Shank, Richard Best, Terry Gregory O
and Bud Rickards. We also need to "
thank Rick and Pam Bennett for the [IF
moving of the compost and tilling A
of our garden. | am honored to be
working with you all.

Jean Rickards

# J.éz?\id 4 % N N
(A Ik B ﬂ. ! Pictures of the hard work put in by
Early Settler’s Committee and their
husbands. Photos by Nancy Best
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PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

On Wednesday, May 18, a small but mighty
group planted containers all around the Club
House at Snyder Park Gardens and Arbore-
tum. We also transplanted hostas and plant-
ed annuals in the flowerbeds to add extra
color and help showcase some of the Field
Trial plantings. A follow-up mulching workday
was scheduled for the following Wednesday,
May 25, 10-12.

The Perennial Committee will present a
program entitled “Absolute Fave Garden
Tools” on June 23 before Garden Walk.
Check the VMS for details. No charge for
Clark Co. MGVs who can also earn 1.25 con-
tinuing education hours.

Kathy McConkey and Dot Burkholder

SEEDS Community Garden
Program

On Monday, May 16th from 9:00 — 4:00, all
30 community gardens picked up their plants
and seeds from Snyder Park. Earlier that
morning, thanks to Pam Thullen, Natheta
Mercer, Loretta Blazer, Jan O’Neil, Rick McK-
instry and Steve Broidy, all of the plants were
trucked from the Wittenberg Greenhouse to
Snyder Park. SEEDS visits to all gardens will
start mid-June and continue through July.

Eleven out of twelve community garden
plots have been filled at Snyder Park. Partici-
pants have been given maps of the site with

| contact information of the other gardeners

and garden guidelines. The left over garden
plot will be planted with flowers. Thanks to
Janet Hannel, Lois O’Keefe, Bill Queen and
Steve Broidy for putting in the paths between
the garden plots.

The Third Annual Focus On Local Food
Summit committee is hard at work planning
the next food summit which will be held Sat-
urday, November 12, 2016.

The next SEEDS Community Garden Meet-
ing will be in June. Please watch the VMS for
date and time.

Susie Broidy



FIELD TRIALS/GREENHOUSE
COMMITTEE

I's been a great greenhouse year. We’ve had a few
trials and tribulations but we have come through it all
well with the help from our great MGV greenhouse
workers and watering team.

Here are a few pictures of our plants from the
greenhouse.

Thanks!
Wendy May and Linda McCann

UTZINGER GARDENS

Plants from the P$ Greenhouse were moved
on Friday, May 19, and are happily awaiting
adoption by Utzinger Volunteers! The Gardens
need a LOT of weeding, but are looking good
otherwise, and the addition of these greenhouse
sweethearts will be fantastic. Thanks to all the P$
Greenhouse Committee who kept them watered
and deadheaded and looking good for us! Also,
we were met by several happy surprises on Fri-
day: the small arbor on Friday Street, which had
blown over, is now upright, fixed, and fastened
securely with slag bolts (it's not going anywhere!),
the watering-system-guy was programming the
system and had discovered a possible cause for
the container area peat bog (crossing our fin-
gers that this is fixed), and the big arbor by the
shed now has a new, uh, truss(?) in place, and
looks great! If anyone ventures over to Utzinger
Garden, make sure to check out the area by the
Firebaugh Building (Judy Wessel's area). Judy
started gorgeous geraniums from seed, thinned
and replanted some gorgeous Iris which are cur-
rently in bloom along the fence on Friday Ave.,
and will also be planting some salvia which she
also started from seed. It is looking great! There
are still several areas which are up for grabs if
anyone wants to volunteer to design them since
we are expanding the plantings in the fronts of
the Bailey, Firebaugh, and McCormick Build-
ings. There is always coffee and water available,
and we have a bigger ‘frig this year if anyone
wants to bring a lunch or keep anything cold. We
also have a microwave. | mean, we are right
uptown! And remember, Utzinger Workdays are
the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month,
except when they’re not...but we will keep you
updated.

See you at Utzinger!

Marilyn Hinderer, Donna Myers, and Deb Dean,
and the Utzinger Committee

{ Victory Garden. New fence and plantings.
Photo by Tom Davidson.



PLANT $SELL-EBRATION

Plant sale fundraiser. Done. Check. A success-
ful sale! Now we want to thank everyone for all
their ideas, suggestions, to Jo who did all the media
releases and contacts, for all the MG hours of work in
the greenhouse getting plants ready, to all the wa-
terers who committed to 10 weeks of watering and
checking plants, for all those who graciously donated
your own beautiful plants from your own gardens, to
all the truckers and set-up MGs who got the sale area
so beautifully set-up, to those who volunteered to do
programs, to Fabanne who supplied us with a moun-
tain of boxes and to Loretta who kept track of all the
details and kept the plan moving forward each day
for the past 5 months, THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU! A special thank you too to CRSI whom
shared their greenhouse with us and who we enjoyed
meeting and working with their staff and clients.

We ended the Plant $ell-ebration! with $7577.42
for the day! We will be able to do lots of great things
with this money!

| also appreciate all the comments at our wrap-up
meeting that was held after the Field Trial planting
day. It sounds like many things worked as planned,
and we have some tweaking to do for our next sale.

| am sorry | missed the sale! France was beautiful
with its fields of vinyards and lavendar and red-tiled
roofed buildings! And best of all, Halley is now back
home!

Thank you to everyone!
Marilyn Hinderer and Loretta Blazer

Plant $ale buyers lined up and waiting to
buy!

Plant $ale buyers looking
for great plants.

HELPLINE

Helpline is doing well, about 2 to 8 calls on Mon-
days & Thursdays. So if you are looking for a rest or
have a back ache from all your garden work, Helpline
is the place to recover. About 4 MGV work hours
(depending on your travel time) is your reward for
an easy job. There is only one opening left for this
season: MONDAY AUGUST 29.

MONDAYS 9-Noon THURDAYS 9-Noon

June 6 Lola Walston June 2 Jane Malowney
& Shonil Datta & Lola Walston

June 13 Lola Walston &  June 16 Lola Walston &
Jean Baker Carrie Moore

June 20 Lola Walston June 23 Lola Walston &

& Shonil Datta OPEN
June 27 Lola Walston June 30 Lola Walston &
OPEN

Jean Baker

Remember: How do you know you are a Master
Gardener?

There is a decorative compost container on your
kitchen counter.

You would rather go to a nursery to shop than a
clothing store.

You prefer gardening to watching television.

You plan vacation trips to arboretums and public
parks.

Dirt under your fingernails and calloused palms are
matters of pride.

Rick McKinstry and Ed Wichael




Plant of the Month

ALLIUM
(AL-lee-um)

Are you looking for a WOW factor for your garden?
Giant alliums could be your answer.

Just what is that WOW factor? It
could be those huge globes atop
straight-as-an-arrow stems in rich
shades of purple. The excitement
lasts for three weeks or more.
Those spent flower heads even
look good after the flowers fade.
For even longer drama, get out
your can of spray paint and give
those seedheads a quick spray of
whatever color you like. If you paint
them a dark orange, your neighbors
may wonder what the heck you
planted.

Allium bulbs will grow from 8 to
48 inches tall. The flowers will be

in shades of violet, purple and white  sejection of cultivated Alliums at the
BBC Gardeners’ World show, National

They bloom from May to June when Exhibition Centre, near Birmingham,
England, by Andy Mabbett. Wikimedia

with 3 to 12 inch diameter globes.

planted in full sun.
Commons

One allium planted in a container
can be striking. If you have a 30 foot bed, you need
to plant more. Three to five alliums planted together
make a good focal point. Odd numbers look more

natural than even. The biggest bulb will have the big-
gest flower.

The ideal soil for alliums is sandy loam. How many
of us have those conditions? My alliums are do-
ing well even in my heavy, clay soil. | added lots of
organic matter to the soil when | planted them. They
like an area that is on the dry side. Plant the bulbs

=== SO the base of the bulb sits at three

times the height of the bulb. A2
inch bulb should be planted so the
base is 6 inches deep.

To keep the flowers blooming big
and strong, feed them with about
a handful of the same bulb food
g three times every year: in spring
4 just as foliage pokes through; in
summer when blooms fade and
foliage withers; and in fall as you
{ do your final cleanup.

Trees and shrubs have aggres-
sive roots and alliums planted
nearby can’t take the competition
—move the bulbs.

Most are slow to multiply, but if
you get a clump of foliage and no
flowers, lift the bulbs, divide, and
reset.

Dot Burkholder

16th Dorothy Gordow
16th Jean Hardinw
20thv Jane Malowney
23rd Susie Andersovw
23rd LaDornwna Lowe

27t Judy Hopper

WILL TO LIVE

| think of all things that show a zest

For life, the dandelion beats the rest.

The little winged seeds from its white fluff ball
Settle and grow with no urging at all.

Settle in most unlikely places

And soon there’s a crop of dandelion faces.

They are man’s worst pest, but a child’s
playthings.
Sometimes | wish | had light down wings

Like a dandelion seed, and could
settle at will

On a velvety lawn or a sun-spread hill,
And live with the eagerness and zest
Of the wanton little dandelion pest.

-MARY TRIPLETT



FIELD TRIP JUNE 10TH

This is next field trip to put on your busy calendars:
Where: Cox Arboretum (Dayton, Ohio) and Pyramid Hill Sculpture Park and Garden (Hamilton, OH)
When: Friday, June 10, 2016

Carpool: East side of county people meet at OSU Extension office at 8:15 a.m.
West side of county people meet at the Enon Park 2825 Enon Rd.) at 8:30 a.m.
Or for people who would like to just meet us at Cox Arboretum, please arrive before
10:00 a.m.
Estimated time of return is 5:00 p.m.

We are scheduled for a 45 minute tram tour at 10:00 a.m. at Cox Arboretum (no fee) and then time
to tour on our own.

We will have lunch in the Dayton Mall area, which is close to Cox, and has so many restaurants.
We are taking recommendations so we can make a reservation if necessary.

After lunch we will drive 35 miles to Pyramid Hill Sculpture Garden and Museum ($8.00 entrance
fee). We have had many requests to visit this garden. This is the largest tourist attraction in Butler
County. The museum is open 12 - 5 daily. They have limited number or art carts for rent that hold 5
people. Please let us know if you would be interested in a cart & we can see if it can reserved ahead
of time.

Please visit their websites for further information.

Sign up on the VMS, email, or call Sally Day (937.390.1824) or Terry Reid (937342.0747) so we
can make this another great trip for our group. We hope many of you will join us!

Terry Reid and Sally Day

Newly seeded Turf Plot. Photo by Tom Davidson.
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@ THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

Garden Clean Up

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension, 3130 East
Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity



