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Master Gardener Volunteers Deb
Dean and Rita Young judging 4H
flower beds.

Below left: 4H Flower Bed
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President’s Message

Fran and | really enjoyed the field trip, Tuesday,
July 12, to the garden home of Janice and Steve
Pilkenton on the outskirts of Lebanon, OH. About 25
Master Gardeners joined up at Young’s Dairy for a
leisurely caravan trip on rural roads to sunny Leba-
non. The gardens were simply spectacular. Janice
and Steve purchased the 1 1/2 acre wooded lot about
14 years ago, cleared the honeysuckle and kept as
many trees as possible. Except for building the house
and digging the pond, Janice and Steve are proud
that almost all the landscape development and main-
tenance work are the fruit of their own labor.

The main feature in the front yard was a spectacu-
lar pond about the size of our field trial gardens. It
had a huge waterfall over limestone rock and about
5 foot depth at the deep area under the waterfall.
Many varied-colored koi could be fed from the shore,
and the pond was large enough to dock a paddle
boat. Steve admitted that keeping the leaves out of
the pond was rather labor intensive. He uses a net
to scoop out the leaves in the fall and erects a short
temporary fence to keep the neighbor’s leaves from
continually refilling as the winds blow.

The tree canopy reduced the temperature by about
10 degrees from 90 to a pleasant 80 degrees. In
spite of the refreshing shade, Janice found many
spots where perennial and annual plants flourished.
The shade offered extensive plantings of hostas of
multiple colors and textures. Our spirits were imme-
diately uplifted upon entering the extensive backyard
landscape affectionately named “Nana-Camp” by
grandchildren.

Steve and Janice have a thoughtful garden design
of artwork, statuary and artifacts expertly placed
throughout the gardens with family fun in mind. The
fun hardscapes included a 50 foot high swing, a tree
house with sleeping for three (needing expansion), a
fire ring with bench seating, a workshop with antique
tool collection, a secret children’s garden, and a lov-
ing memorial garden for recently departed daughter,
Nicki. A bronze casting of a young deer looking at
a mouse trying to hide into its hole was our favorite
work of art. Among various gnomes, owls, rabbits and
other interesting art objects was the pleasant sound
from wind chimes. Steve’s collection of mill stones
placed in strategic locations was impressive.

The secret garden for the grandchildren consisted
of a circular room of trees and shrubbery. This room
had small colored lights ( battery operated) and a
table with chairs ready for tea. There were several
games and whimsical items placed about and a
mailbox at the entrance. It was easy to see why the
grandchildren would find this a wonderful place to
visit.

cont. on pg. 3

[Pam’s [Poslies

Dear MGVs,

Summer is moving quite fast, but the plans for
Snyder Park are sloooooooow. You know me: this
isn’t usually my style, but | am learning that when
you are depending on others to finish tasks first, it
takes time. We are still waiting for the survey. The
excavation has been completed. We need to finalize
plans for the pavilion. We are in the process of creating
a fundraising brochure. | have made connections with
CTC about possibly putting in the fence around the
barn or building the arbor or both. Shonil is designing
the arbor. The lumber purchased from the “Keep Clark
County Beautiful 5K” fundraiser last fall has been
purchased. Estimates are coming in for excavating the
compost area. As you can see, things are happening,
but each of these depends on others and partners to
complete a task; therefore, it's a bit slower than | would
prefer.

| have to take a minute to remind myself and others
that Gateway Learning Gardens weren’t built in a year.
We are in year two of this project and already have four
gardens installed, though one is in a temporary spot. |
guess all-in-all, we are doing really well. | do know this:
people who are visiting the site are truly impressed with
what we have accomplished. The beds around the
clubhouse are beautiful and in such great shape. The
Early Ohio Settlers Garden is beginning to develop, the
field trials are at their peak, and the turf plots are just
where they should be in the first year of planting.

Thanks to everyone who worked so hard this winter
and fall to make these happen. OSU Extension is truly
blessed to have some of the best volunteers who are
well-respected in this community. | am truly blessed to
work with you all! Thanks for all you do.

At the same time these projects are taking place,
we have the Fair Flower Show, the fairgrounds flower
beds, the Helpline, the community gardens, and many
other projects in full swing. All of these are also a great
success.

| encourage all of you to take a step back and
look at what has been accomplished this season.
Congratulations to an incredible group of volunteers.
Thank you once again!

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension
cont. on pg. 3



Carolyn’s Corner

Well, most of our gardens are beginning to look like
fall is on the way. It seems like all we got done this
year was watering the flower beds. It was too hot to
sit outside on the porch and enjoy the gardens.

Farmer’s Market

Thanks to all of you who have manned the booth
at the market this year. It is a fun way to earn hours,
and you probably got to see a lot of your friends
there. Hope you enjoyed it as much as | did. Again,
thanks to you all.

Volunteer Hours

Hope everyone is getting their volunteer hours: the
later in the season, the fewer opportunities are avail-
able. After September, | do not have many activities
for you to volunteer for to add to your total hours

Meeting Rooms

Committees, please leave meeting rooms set-up
like we do for general meetings. Do not change the
format unless you are willing to put everything back
to normal before leaving. Thank you so much.

Monarch Festival

This is a program sponsored by NTPRD to cel-
ebrate the Monarch butterfly. The date is Saturday,
August 27, and the location is behind the NTPRD
office building on Mitchell Blvd. Time is 10:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Lots of vendors and food concessions are
there. Presentations occur at different times during
the day.

We will set up a tent for the day to support the
parks and to promote Master Gardeners. | already
have volunteers to man the tent as | sent an email to
all volunteers who were interested in doing this ask-
ing them to shoot me an email.

Farm Science Review

Thanks to all volunteers who volunteered to work
in the gardens during the event. It will be a fun time,
and you will be able to meet and socialize with Mas-
ter Gardeners from all over the state. It is great fun
to see what other groups are doing. Plus, you will
be able to look at the beautiful gardens the Utzinger
committee has planted and maintained.

T Y

President’s Message cont. from pg. 2

The entire garden home evoked fond memories of
childhood. Steve and | stood in the tree house and
recited our Boy Scout oath from about 55 years ago:
“A boy scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave,
clean, and reverent.” That remains a nice code for all
of us to follow.

We extend a huge thank you to Lois O’Keefe, Sally
Day, and Terry Reid for organizing the tour and to
Janice and Steve Pilkenton for graciously sharing
their magnificent gardens with us.

Tom and Fran
PAM’S POSIES cont. from pg. 2

SNYDER PARK GARDENS & ARBORETUM

| will be scheduling an update meeting for some
time in early August so watch the VMS email system for
the meeting date and time. The Donation Acceptance
Policy subcommittee has a really good start on this
policy and will be meeting in August to continue to edit;
the signs committee also had a very good meeting and
will be meeting with some local sign designers to come
up with a plan for the overall gardens.

“KEEP CLARK COUNTY BEAUTIFUL 5K”
EFUNDRAISER

Hold the date! November 5, 2016 is the “Keep
Clark County Beautiful 5K” at Snyder Park. They have
agreed again to help support our garden development
effort by donating half of the proceeds to MGVs. They
are also going to give the other half to a different com-
munity organization. Last year, Susie Anderson did a
remarkable job in getting the word out which likely led to
an increase in participation! She was relentless! She is
going to take a break this year and we need someone
to help take over this task. You can contact Susie to
find out what she did and help to increase participation
again.

In addition, Susie recruited many of you to walk/
run the 5K. It was a lot of fun and | hope that you can
put this event on your calendar. Bring the entire family
and help raise money for our project! More details from
KCCB later.

Jo’s Notes:

Congratulations

Pamela Bennett was promoted to Associate
Professor with tenure at The Ohio State University.
Way to go!




CommITTEE REPORTS
PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

The Perennial Garden area at Snyder Park looked
so nice on the 6th of July (garden clean-up) that we
spent very little time there weeding and were finished
with general clean-up by 11:30. That was a good
thing as it was hot and hateful by late morning!

June 23, from 5:30-6:30, Perennial Committee led
a really fun workshop entitled “Absolute Fave Garden
Tools.” We offered this free to Master Gardener Vol-
unteers for 1 hour Continuing Education and charged
only $5 for the public. We also sold garden gloves.

About a half dozen MGVs explained what they
loved about their favorite garden tools as well as
some of the drawbacks of certain tools. The hit of the
evening was the Black and Decker electric Alliga-
tor Lopper Saw presented by Linda McCann. | think
there may be a run on that particular tool this Christ-
mas. | want one!

The one hour “quick and dirty” program netted $75
to go toward the general fund.

The committee agreed that a similar tool program
highlighting garden power tools such as line trim-
mers, small tillers, edgers, etc. would be interesting
and fun. March or April was discussed and the final
decision for the date will be announced in the near
future.

Kathy McConkey and Dot Burkholder

FIELD TRIALS/GREENHOUSE
COMMITTEE

Greenhouse Committee is finishing up their
2016 season with our annual pot washing
event. We will be scrubbing and disinfecting
all of the pots from our trial plants on
Tuesday the 23rd and Wednesday the 24th
of August at the red barn in front of the dog
park at SPGA. We will be working from 9
am to noon both days Anyone that wants to
come out and play in
the water with us, just 2
show up. Bring scrub %
brushes and rubber i
gloves if you have
them; we do have
some brushes there.

Cathy Zernechel,
Sherry Summers &
Linda McCann
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HELPLINE

August is the last month for Master Gardeners to
volunteer for Helpline this season. Kathy McConkey
will man (woman) the Helpline phones by herself for
September. If you would like to help her, call and
make arrangements. All days in August are covered
by Master Gardeners.

Mondays Thursdays

Aug. 1 Dianne Champney  Aug. 4 Jane Malowney

Aug. 8 Shonil Datta Aug. 11 Jane Malowney

Aug. 15 Dianne Champney Aug. 18 Jane Malowney

Aug. 22 Shonil Datta & Aug. 25 Jane Malowney
Mike Russell

If at any time you are unable to to do Helpline for
the date(s) that you signed up for, please call Ed or
Rick.

And remember: | have no plants in my house.
They won't live for me. Some of them don’t even wait
to die; they commit suicide. -- Jerry Seinfeld

Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry

VICTORY GARDEN

Harvesting veggies in the Victory Garden is in full
swing right about now. By the time you read this
article. we will have donated over 2000 pounds of
produce to the Second Harvest. | have been watering
every weekend during the dry spell and the corn,
tomatoes, cucumbers, and potatoes are looking very
productive. So far it looks like a pretty good year, but
until it gets harvested you never know for sure.

Ed Wozniak
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STRAW VOTE

Master Gardeners, you will find a straw vote
in the “Blades and Blooms” this month as well
as on the VMS. Only active members of the

member of the Master Gardeners for an office
on the Board. We are looking for people to run
for President-elect, Secretary, Treasurer and
Member-at-Large. Please take the time to look
over the list and choose someone you would

straw vote to OSU Extension, Attn: Jo Brown,
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, OH 45505.
Please put your name on the outside of the
envelope, or you can bring it to the General
Meeting on September 14th. Thanks for your
time and effort regarding these nominations.

Jean Rickards, President-elect

Master Gardeners may nominate a fellow active

like to see run for the offices. You can mail your

HopPpy B .rthda

1st LindavAsebrook

9th  Lawry Pfeifer
10thv Dainww Sirony
13thh Do Barksdale
22nd, Steve Sheltonw

26thv Ritw Young
27t Peggy Shank
-~ 29th  Susowv Newell
> 30th Sheilla Drennew

HISTORY CORNER

Over many years, people have had to support

their families by growing crops to stave off hunger.
Wars, downturns in the economy, and environmental

conditions have effected their lives. One of those

People with no yards planted small Victory Gardens
in window boxes and watered them through their
windows. Today, people that cannot plant gardens
outside, bend, or stoop have continued to use
container gardening as a means to have fresh
vegetables. Also, during the war years, apartment

times was during World War Il when

dwellers who lived in tall buildings planted

Victory Gardens were planted by YOUR VICTORY GARDEN roof-top gardens, and the whole building

families in the United States (the counts than gver! pitched in and helped. Schools planted
Home Front) to help prevent a food % Victory Gardens and used the products
shortage. Planting Victory Gardens ' for school lunches. This started a whole
helped make sure that there was new system of home gardening. The U.S.

enough food for our soldiers fighting
around the world. Because canned
vegetables were rationed, Victory
Gardens also helped people stretch
their ration coupons (the amount

of certain foods they were allowed
to buy at the store). Depending on
your income at the time, you could
only afford so many coupons a
month. Because trains and trucks

Government printed recipe books on how
to prepare tasty and nutritional meals.
Agricultural companies gave tips on how
to make seedlings flourish in different
climates. Canning tips were given to help
preserve food for the winter. People still
share with others and can or freeze extra
produce as a means to help everyone
have healthy lives. Growing Victory

— | Gardens gave Americans on the Home

had to be used to transport soldiers, Victory garden poster, World War Front(1944-1945) a feeling that they
vehicles, and weapons, most II. Source: http://www.art.unt.edu/ o0 4oing something helpful to win the

Americans ate local produce grown
in their own communities. Some of -

the easiest to grow were tomatoes,  Artist: Morley

carrots, lettuce, beets, and peas.

Also, Swiss chard and kohlrabi were introduced to
the American table. At their peak, there were more

than 20,000,000 Victory Gardens planted across

the United States. By 1944, Victory Gardens were
responsible for producing 40% of all vegetables that

were grown during the war.

ntieva/pages/about/newsletters/
vol_15/no_1/WarPosterimages.

war(and they were)! Growing a garden
today and helping someone maintain a
healthy life style by sharing any excess
products from your garden is what we
should do for others.

BETTY J. GRIMES

Information in part from The National WWII
Museum — Victory Gardens in WWII.



Plant of the Month
ANEMONE (uh-NEM-oh-nee)

Anemone, windflower

Anemones give you a choice of spring, summer,
or fall bloomers. These plants can often serve
as a backdrop for showier
plants. The short, early Gre-
cian windflowers signals the
start of spring, first with the
ferny mounds of foliage and
then with delicate, short-lived
blooms. Towards the end of
the growing season, the Japa-
nese anemone blooms when
the days grow shorter. This
hybrid and its cultivars will have
more substantial foliage and
flowers.

The fall blooming or Japanese
anemones form clumps of dark
green, slightly hairy, deeply cut
or lobed leaves. As the sea-
son comes to a close, grace-
ful, branching, upright stems
appear, bearing smaller leaves ¢ommons

and then round buds. These buds open to large,
cup-shaped flowers with a satiny texture.

Fall blooming anemones are easy to grow in the right

conditions. They can tolerate full sun in cool climates
with moist soil, elsewhere they need protection from
the summer sun. Semi-shady sites, with some bright
sun early in the day are best.

It's not easy to grow anemones from seed. You will
get better results if you divide them in very early
spring or just dig out the young
plants that develop near the
originals. You could also take
3 — 4 inch root cuttings at the
same season. You can also
just leave them alone as they
don’t really need to be divided.

Warning: All anemones are
poisonous if ingested. Keep
them out of the reach of young
children.

Anemones will bloom in colors
of pink, purple, red, or white.
They can bloom for 5 weeks or
more from late summer to late
fall. The height can vary from
18 — 60 inches and spread
from 18 — 24 inches.

Anemone hupehensis. Photo from Wikimedia

Fall blooming anemones are
sturdy plants and don’t have
any particular pest or disease problems.

Dot Burkholder
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Utzinger Gardens really looking great. Photo by
Donna Myers.

NEED HELP!

Recently one of our “Blades and Blooms”
editors has been unable to continue her work
compiling the newsletter every other month.

We are looking for a MGV who might like to
take on this position. It needs someone with
graphic design or desktop publishing skills. Ide-
ally. the person would have programs such as
Adobe Indesign, Pagemaker or Microsoft Pub-
lisher available. We might also be able to work
with Microsoft Word.

Please contact either Jo Brown at OSU Exten-
sion (937-521-3860) or brown.1541@osu.edu or
Linda McCann (937-478-0350) or linda@mc-
cannco.net

Thanks.




FAIR FLOWER SHOW

As | write this I’'m watering outside (boy is it HOT) so it must be Fair Week.

Thanks to all the great volunteers who worked this week and congratulations to all the MGVs who
won not only in the Flower Show, but also all over the Open Class areas.

Volunteers worked and got tired and hot all this week. We had several Interns who joined the
ranks of Flower Show volunteers and | hope we will see you again next year.

The actual number of Exhibits was slightly down this year, but our Judge who does judge sev-
eral county fairs again said this is the best county fair for Flowers that she has seen!

And in case you were wondering, Ed Wozniak and Rodger Menozzi found THE FAN safe and
sound in storage. Rodger remains my number one hero and Ed continues to be another hero!
Thanks guys.

Tom & Fran Davidson won in the Flower Dept. as well as for their wonderful Honey! If you
haven'’t tried the Honey it is a must and now available at Copey’s for purchase.

The Fair Flower Show wrap — up meeting will be held in August, with the date to be an-
nounced. | will send that info as a separate email to the committee members.

Also, the committee will be offering the new FFS T-shirts for order very soon. PLEASE look
for more information soon.

Thanks again to all — you are the best!

Becky Menozzi, chair
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Fred Miller's hosta, 1st place. Photo by Carolyn Allen. Nancy Best's entry. Best of Show.
Photo by Carolyn Allen.

Field Trip to
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension

Clark County

3130 East Main Street

Springfield, OH 45505

www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

Garden Llzan-up
August 3, 2016

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Clark County Extension, 3130 East Main
Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters
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