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President’s Message

This article is going to be personal. | think
most of you know by now my husband, Bud,
and | were in a serious automobile accident
on Friday, January 6th around 1:30 in the
afternoon. | was in the Miami Valley Trauma
Center for four days with 6 broken ribs, a
closed fracture of the sternum and with a head
concussion. My husband has a closed fracture
of the left lower leg with a lot of swelling.

We both have been back to our doctors and
the message is to take it easy and heal. We
both appreciate all the cards and notes we
have received from so many of you. We truly
need your prayers for recovery. We also truly
appreciate the delicious meals that you have
delivered to our door. | am trying to set goals
for each week — last week it was to get back
up on my feet and start moving and this week
| am trying to do a little more for myself. | am
not able to prepare meals yet so you can see
why your meals have meant so much. My
husband has said we are being spoiled by

all your kindness. | do not think | will live long
enough to ever repay so many of you for your
generosity and kindness and every day | am
thankful for the Master Gardeners in my life.
Thank you all for all you do.

Jean Rickards

IPamsJPosies;

| am really tired of whatever it is going around - stop the
train | want offl Our entire family except for Rick got hit
with the flu on Christmas and then | have had three differ-
ent iterations of a cold since before Christmas and now
sinusitis. | finally got some drugs to hopefully knock this
silly thing in the butt and get it out of my life! | am not the
only one dealing with this stuff - just watch the comments
on Facebook!

This year has been a rocky start for many of our volun-
teers as well. Thoughts and prayers go out to everyone
who has experienced a death in the family, an iliness, as
well as surgeries and more. Jean and Bud, we hope you
are both on the way to healing and hanging out in the
garden! When bad things happen, we can always count
on each other. Your generosity, compassion and kindness
shows each time the word goes out for help. We have a
great community.

This is the perfect time of the year for learning and there
are lots of gardening programs around the state. Remem-
ber that any classes focused on gardening hosted by a
garden center, non-profit organization, or even an online
session count toward your 10 hours of Continuing Educa-
tion credits.

| want to take this time to welcome Janet Myers as our
Program Assistant for the MGV program. Janet is not a
stranger to the program as she took the class a few years
ago. She also provided leadership to the Madison County
MGVs at a time when there was not an Agriculture and
Natural Resource Educator in the County. Janet was a
4-H Youth Development Educator and the ONLY Educator
in Madison County but saw the value of the MGV program
to the community. She assisted the program and kept
them going through thick and thin. We are all excited to
move into this next phase of our program and look for-
ward to Janet’s enthusiasm and work ethic. Welcome
Janet!

It's off to Ecuador this month to work in the communities
in the Otavalo area. | hope that sometime in the future we
can get a few Clark County MGVs to go!

| am looking forward to seeing everyone at the Recogni-
tion Celebration on February 20th! Thanks for your flex-
ibility in changing the date.

Here’s to a short and sweet February and a warm and
dry March!

Pam
Pamela J. Bennetft
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension
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Janet’s Junipers

Dear Master Gardeners,

In the words of William Feather, “One way to
get the most out of life is to look upon it as an
adventure.”

| want to share with you that | will begin a new
“adventure” with the Clark County OSU Exten-
sion office on Monday, January 30, 2017. On
that date | will transfer from my current position
of Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development
to Program Assistant, Horticulture. | look forward
to this new employment opportunity with Clark
County OSU Extension and my work with the
Master Gardener Volunteer Program as its next
Horticulture Program Assistant. As part of this
new “adventure,” | plan to continue my commit-
ment to the Clark County 4-H Program by volun-
teering as a 4-H Advisor.

It has been a privilege to work with the 4-H
Program throughout my Extension career, and it
is a privilege to continue my career working with
the Master Gardener Volunteer Program. In 4-H,
we say that we “Bleed Green”. | will continue to
“Bleed Green” in my new Horticulture position; it
will just be the type of “Green” related to plants
and people!

Yes, this is a new “adventure” for me. As you
will come to know me both professionally and
personally, | believe strongly in the development,
integration and collaboration of all program areas
within OSU Extension.

| look forward to working with you as the new
Clark County Program Assistant for Horticulture.
| promise it will be an exciting, educational, en-
thusiastic and enduring adventure for all involved
in Clark County OSU Extension. Please stop by
the office to introduce yourself and let me know
what | can do to make your job more enjoyable,
easier, and FUN.

Thanks for all you do for Ohio State University
Extension and the Master Gardener Volunteer
Program!

Janet Wasko Myers
Program Assistant, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension

Jo’s Notes:

Thoughty and Provyers

Please keep the below MGVs in your
prayers and thoughts!

Nancy Best, husband Richard passed
away January 7, 2017. Her address is 3819
Quailhollow Court, Springfield, OH 45502.

Dennis Latimer’s daughter passed away Jan
14. Please send condolances by email or
text. Dennis’ email is DWIatimer71@gmail.
com

Wendy May’s mother passed away recently.
Wendy’s address is 1738 Longview Drive,
Springfield, OH 45504.

Jean Rickards brother passed away on
Christmas Day. Her address is 5764 Morris
Road, Springfield, OH 45502.

Jean and Bud Rickards were in an auto
accident on January 6. Jean has broken ribs
and sternum and Bud has a broken leg. They
are recuperating at home. Their address is
5764 Morris Road, Springfield, OH 45502.

Barb Hartings had a cochlear implant
surgery in January. Her address is 7541 John
Elwood Drive, Dayton, OH 45459.

Lola Walston is scheduled for surgery
February 7, 2017. Her address is 4185
Grossepoint Street, Springfield, OH 45502.

New Email Address

Carolyn Allen has a new email address. ltis
bax.13ca@gmail.com




CommITTEE REPORTS
HELPLINE

Brrr. It is time to think, dream, about spring
and summer. Dream about Helpline. So, don’t
forget to sign up on the VMS for Thursdays in
April thru August. If you are having trouble using
the VMS or the computer is down or not there,
call Rick, 324-5344, to sign on. Ed, Rick or
Kathy will always be in the Helpline office to help
with Helpline. You are not by yourself, unless
you want to be.

Remember: Why are trees very forgiving?
Because in the Fall they “Let It Go” and in the
Spring they “turn over a new leaf.”

Rick McKinstry and Ed Wichael
RECOGNITION CELEBRATION

The Recognition Celebration will be held
February 20 at the Courtyard by Marriott in
Springfield, where we are celebrating the
gardening star in all of us. Invitations will be
mailed soon. The insert must be mailed to MG of
Clark County. No reservations can be accepted
by telephone. Silent Auction starts at 5:00 p.m.
and Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m.

This year our silent auction items will be
gardening items, treasures, and gift cards.
There will be a 50/50 raffle. These activities help
to defray costs.

Please join us.
Judy Niggemeyer

EARLY OHIO SETTLERS GARDEN

The Early Ohio Settler’s lost one of their
auxiliary members this month, Richard Best.
Richard was there to help put up our picket
fence in the spring and to help put in the trench
this fall. He would show up in white pants and a
button down shirt ready to go. | loved his sense
of humor and his kindness. We will miss him
greatly. We send our condolence to Nancy and
her entire family. You are in our prayers and
thoughts.

Jean Rickards, chairperson

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Perennial Committee met on Wed, Jan. 11 at
4:45. The small conference room was filled! Dot
and | asked for a third chairperson to help with
our growing needs and Fabenne Brandenburg
graciously stepped up!

Mark your calendars for Thurs, June 22 from
5-6 p.m. for the “Favorite Garden Power Tools”
program, preceding the 6:30 Garden Walk. Earn
an hour CEU for this outdoor demonstration
of some of Perennial Committee’s most loved
power tools for lawn and garden chores. This
program will be open to the public. Cost is $5.
Clark County MGVs attend free. Garden gloves
will be for sale.

Kathy McConkey & Dot Burkholder

A

Lst years MGV Recognition Celebration

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

The days are getting longer, so Spring must be on
it's way. Not to mention the Garden Fling on April 1.
Enjoy lots of information, speakers, vendors, food
and great items at the fundraising table. So be sure
and check it out.

Donations of garden related items re needed for
the fundraising table.

At the General Meeting on Jan. 11 some of the

items mentioned were: flower and tree books, flower

catalogs, small (clean) yard ornaments. Another
suggestion was woodworking and hunting books,
something the guys showed interest in. There will
be gloves for sale. You can bring donations to the
office, the deadline is March 30. Thanks to all of
you for your continued support.

Fabenne Brandenburg



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

Cathy Zernechel is heading up a new sub com-
mittee for the Garden of Eatin’ to discuss the types
of plantings to be used there. If interested, please
contact her at 937-925-2347 or catz3243@att.net.
Please include a phone number and an email address
with your reply. The first meeting will be scheduled
within the next two weeks.
Cathy Zernechel

NATIONAL TRAILS PARKS AND
RECREATION PROGRAMS

Nature’s Neighbors Wildlife Conference

Nature’s Neighbors Wildlife Conference will be
held on Saturday, February 25 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. at the Heritage Center in downtown Springfield.
Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. Learn how to manage
wildlife on the home front from well known experts on
wildlife at this conference. The registration fee is $35.
Lunch and refreshments are included. Registration is
available online by going to www.ntprd.org or in person
at the NTPRD Administration Building.

Pollinator Workshop

A Pollinator Workshop will be held on Saturday,
March 11 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Na-
tional Trail Parks and Recreation District Administra-
tion Building. This workshop is geared to teachers,
environmental educators and volunteers. Topics will
include the monarch life cycle and its great migration,
techniques on rearing monarchs and other butterflies,
milkweed, and attracting pollinators in the schoolyard
or own backyard. Workshop will include take aways
and resources. A butterfly rearing enclosure is avail-
able for purchase for an additional fee. The registration
fee is $10 and the deadline to register is March 6. For
more information call 328-PARK.

Penny Dunbar, CYSA

National Trail Parks and Recreation District
pdunbar@springfieldohio.gov
1301 Mitchell Blvd.
Springfield, Ohio 45503
937-328-7275

FIELD TRIALS/GREENHOUSE
COMMITTEE

Things are about to get started in the green-
house on Mitchell Blvd. We had our training
session for working in the greenhouse on Janu-
ary 24th so we will start planting seeds sometime
this month.

Before we start to plant seeds though, we have
to give the greenhouse a good cleaning. This is
a project that any Master Gardener Volunteer
can help with, it is not necessary to be on the
Field Trial/Greenhouse committee. Cleaning date
is February 7th from 9 until noon. If you are look-
ing for a chance to get into a warm greenhouse
please join us in making our greenhouse spar-
kling clean and ready for all of our new field trial
plants.

Those interested in coming please email Linda
McCann (linda@mccannco.net) or Cathy Zer-
nechel (catz3243@att.net).

Bring rubber gloves, buckets, rags, scrub
brushes, small hoes, rakes and had weeding
tools. Kneeling pads might be a good idea too.
Since we put the weed barrier down last year it
has done a great job of keeping the weeds down
under the tables, but there are weeds in the isles
that need to be cleaned out.

18% Frawm Dawidsov
21% CawolynwAllenw
22" Cynthiav Valente
23" Deourmne Rucker



Plant of the Month

AMARANTHUS (am-ah-RAN-thus)
Amaranth, love-lies-bleeding, tassel flower

These easy-to-grow, warm weather annuals
can pack a punch in your landscape. There are
some 60 species of amaranth, including some
weeds such as pigweed. The ornamental types
range from plants with vivid colored foliage to
those with tassel-like flowers, and others have
both attractive foliage and plumy flowers. The
giant ones can be overbearing if planted in large
numbers.

www.burpee.com/flowers/gomphrena/
gomphrena-strawberry-field

You can buy these plants in cell packs, but
buy them when they are still young. Plants in
bloom rarely thrive when they are transplanted,
although pruning them back harshly at planting
time can help.

You can grow these plants from seed. Sow
outdoors where you want the plants to bloom
after all danger of frost is past and the soil is
warmed up. You can also start the seeds 4 to
6 weeks before the last frost date. Transplant
outside while they are still small, as mature
plants resent root disturbance. You can avoid
the risk if you plant in peat pots. Barely cover
the seed. Germination is quite fast at 70 — 75
degrees, sometimes in 3 or 4 days.

Plant in full sun in ordinary soil. Make sure you
have good drainage as these plants do not like
wet feet.

Love-lies-bleeding is a plant I've thought about
planting for years, but never did. This one can
get 5 feet tall.

You may be familiar with Strawberry Fields
Globe Amaranth which is loved for its larger,
strawberry hued and shaped blooms. These
plants have a height of 18 — 24 inches.
Fireworks Globe Amaranth is a newcomer with
fuchsia starburst blooms tipped in gold. The
height of this one is 3 — 4 feet. You will want to
check the height when buying seeds or plants.

Meadow View will sell Strawberry Fields
plants. If you want a different variety, you
might have to sow seeds. You can order
seeds from selectseeds.com. They have 6
different varieties. Phone number is; 1-800-
684-0395. They have ‘Molten Fire’ listed and
this is one | just might try. Another catalog is;
kitchengardenseeds.com and the phone number
is 1-860-567-6086.

Dot Burkholder

THE HISTORY CORNER

Greetings Master Gardener Volunteers! Wow,
it's February already. As many of us celebrate
St. Valentine’s Day this month (a holiday with
roots reaching back into Roman history), isn’t
it heart warming to reflect on the many ways
that flowers decorate and bring joy to our lives.
History.com has it that Americans spend $20
million on the tokens given which communicate
love and affection celebrated on this one
special day. Surely this reflects a common
understanding that communication is key to just
about any relationship, and flowers have the
innate capability to reflect and communicate
a hearts feeling. According to livescience.
com, scientists are beginning to recognize and
actually listen to the whisperings of plants.

The site notes that “...plants may use sound

to communicate with one another.” Monica
Galiano, a plant physiologist at the University of
Western Australia, showed that “...corn seedling
roots lean toward a 220-Hertz purr, and the
roots emit clicks of a similar tune.”

Carrie Moore



Real Money. j \\: ¢4\ Real World.

SIMULATION VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Monday, February 13, 2017
7:30am-2:30pm

Greenon High School

Contact Kathy Green, 937-521-3863 or green.1405@o0su.edu

Tool Sharpening and Maintenance Workshop

Our popular tool sharpening workshop is on the calendar again! Mark your calendars for
Friday, February 17, 2017 from 9-noon and come to the SPGA Clubhouse.

Dress in work clothes and comfortable shoes. Bring your pruners, hoes, shovels and
spades (minus the dirt!) Old rags/towels will be helpful. If you have your own sharpening
tools, bring them. Be sure they are labeled for identification.

& o O
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18th Central Ohio Perennial Flower School

Thursday, March 2, 2017 from 9:00 to 4:15 p.m.
Hollenbeck Bayley Creative Arts and Conference Center
Springfield, OH 45505
More information coming at: http://go.osu.edu/letsgarden
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension

Clark County

3130 East Main Street

Springfield, OH 45505

www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

Vealertined ‘IDA/II

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark
County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Volun-
teer Advisor is Pam Bennett.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity



