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Pam’s PosiesPam’s Posies
Where in the heck has summer gone?  And have 

we had a summer?  What summer?  What about the 
weather?  Yikes-  I haven’t seen a growing season 
like this for as long as I can remember.  Do these 
phrases sound familiar?  I have heard these as I am 
out and about at meetings and presentations.  This 
really has been a crazy growing season and it’s hard 
to believe that it’s almost over!

I am really looking forward to the Garden Jubilee!  
I think we are going to have fun and also surprise 
the heck out of the community with what we have 
accomplished thus far.  I am so proud of the work of 
Master Gardener Volunteers of Clark County.  The 
commitment and dedication to this community project 
is overwhelming.  It shows in everything you do.

Janet read a letter from a stakeholder at the 
general meeting regarding the Gardens and their 
support of grant funding.  If you weren’t at the 
meeting and would like to read a copy of it, stop 
in my offi ce and I’ll share.   One of my favorite 
comments is this:  “Your track record speaks for 
itself.”  It’s awesome that our stakeholders are in 
support of the gardens and our efforts.  They see the 
gardens as an important part of the community and 
you should be proud of this. 

We are still in the process of fi rming up the plans 
for the pavilion.  Thanks to this committee led by 
LaDonna and Missy for all of their hard work.  Making 
a big decision like this has been a bit overwhelming 
at times, but the group of dedicated volunteers has 
stuck with it and is nearing the end of the decision-
making. 

Congratulations to Steve and Susie Broidy and the 
Wine Event Committee for all of their hard work.  It 
was a blast!  I hope we can keep growing it.  

As the fundraising efforts begin in earnest, please 
contact me if you know of someone who would like 
to make a donation to the project.  At this time, the 
main focus is to raise the $105,000.00 still needed for 
the Pavilion.  We have $140,000.00 of this in hand or 
pledged and can actually install next spring if we can 
come up with the rest.  I know many of you didn’t join 
this organization to raise money and I am glad to take 
on this role.  I just need to know of any contacts that 
I can talk to about the project.  Please contact me if 
you have any thoughts, suggestions, ideas, etc.

Pam’s Posies cont. on pg. 6

President’s Message
Here we are talking about August and our fi rst Ju-

bilee at the Park. I know our Early Ohio Settlers are 
looking forward to giving our guests a walk-through 
and samples of our 1800’s vegetables. I hope all of 
you are looking forward to this event and are involved 
somehow with a committee. It will take most of us 
to carry this off. I hope you were part of our second 
wine event which was fabulous. I saw a few Master 
Gardeners who attended enjoying themselves and I 
found a delicious raspberry wine. I have been part of 
a few garden walks and there are people coming who 
are truly impressed with our gardens. It is nice to be 
appreciated. The fair is just getting over and I know 
there are quite a few Master Gardeners involved with 
the many activities from the fl ower show to vegetable 
show to children activities. It is always a busy time 
and I always think about the group on hot days  but 
I remember what Becky Menozzi says – “they have 
great pork chops.” Ed Wozniak & committee are 
truly busy with harvesting vegetables at the Victory 
Garden and I often see them as their trucks drive 
back and forth to the garden. Utzinger garden chairs 
are working hard because we have Farm Science 
Review coming up in September and it will be upon 
us faster than you think. We also have our Master 
Gardener State Conference in September and I have 
heard a few people talking about their reservations. 
It is in Columbus this year so think about going. We 
also are looking for a few new chairs for some of 
our own committees. We need people to take over 
the Social Committee which provides 6 meals for 
the General meetings and also heads up the Master 
Gardeners picnic in June plus the Jubilee. We need 
a chair for the Jubilee which this year is being taken 
care of by Jo Brown. It is really not Jo’s job to do this. 
This is a Master Gardeners event and it should be 
headed by a Master Gardener. I know it looks dif-
fi cult, but all chairs serve on this committee and each 
of us takes on duties and it runs fairly smooth. So, 
please get involved and help us all out by chairing. 
If you are interested, let Steve Broidy know. Thanks 
again for all you are doing.

Jean Rickards
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Janet’s Junipers
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

Well, it’s Tuesday, July 25th.  After writing the 
following article which was due on July 20th, I will 
be writing Hort! Happenings!! which I should have 
posted no later than July 23rd.

What better time to share with you and me “Time 
and Life Management:  What is your Destiny?”
In the Spirit of the MGV Program,
Janet Wasko Myers

Time and Life Management:  
What is your Destiny?

Are you stressed out about everything and any-
thing? Does your life lack direction and focus? Are 
you trying to get more done with less time and fewer 
people to help? Well, I believe it’s never too late to 
challenge yourself to become more effective and ef-
fi cient in everything you do. NOW is the time to learn 
about yourself and develop those habits and skills 
which will help you to choose your destiny!
Which “quotes” will inspire you?

Find inspirational quotes which will get you moving 
and post them at locations where you will see them 
often such as your work desk, refrigerator, entrance 
to your home, car, computer, etc. In the words of 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, “The great thing in this world 
is not so much where we are, but in what direction 
we are moving.” Booker T. Washington knew what 
he was talking about when he said “Success is to be 
measured not so much by the position that one has 
reached in life as by the obstacles which he has over-
come.”
What do you value and believe in?

It’s important to refl ect upon, appreciate and ac-
knowledge what is important to you in your life. How 
would you rank the following on a value and belief 
system: Family; Friends; Work; Home; Spirituality; 
Community; Relationships; Self-Awareness; Educa-
tion; Happiness; Helping Others; etc.?
What are some important Time and Life Manage-
ment Tips?

• Choose Your Attitude and make it positive and 
proactive.

• Set Goals which lead to a successful and pro-
ductive life.

• Make a Priority List because not everything is of 
equal importance.

Jo’s Notes:
Thoughts, Prayers and PraisesThoughts, Prayers and Praises
Lola Walston had hip replacement this week.  Lola Walston had hip replacement this week.  
So far, she is walking with very little pain.  Her So far, she is walking with very little pain.  Her 
address is 4185 Grosspoint St., Springfi eld, OH address is 4185 Grosspoint St., Springfi eld, OH 
4550245502

To all of the Master Gardeners Volunteers and To all of the Master Gardeners Volunteers and 
their families and friends who are having life their families and friends who are having life 
challenges.  We are all thinking of you at this challenges.  We are all thinking of you at this 
time.time.

Janet’s Junipers  cont. on pg. 6

• Analyze and Evaluate to determine where your 
time and life are going.

• Plan to “Get It Done” with intent and determina-
tion.

• Keep to a Schedule as your way of keeping a 
promise to your commitments.

• Eliminate Interruptions as much as possible.
• Condense Paperwork so you aren’t surrounded 

by stacks and stacks of it.
• Delegate to others and involve them in the pro-

cess of getting things done.
• Do Not Procrastinate because everything will 

eventually hit at the same time.
• Create a Team that works together and pulls in 

the same direction.
• Select Values and Principles which are appro-

priate for you and your family.
• Be Effi cient with tasks.
• Be Effective with people.
• Seek Positive Relationships which build you 

up.
• Avoid Negative Relationships which tear you 

down.
• Choose Quality over Quantity so that you do 

your best at fewer things.
• Develop Character which makes others wa nt to 

be like you.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
HELPLINE

 August is the last month for Helpline this season.  
Kathy McConkey will handle any Helpline calls thru 
September.  Usually there are very few calls in Sep-
tember.  All the Master Gardeners Helpline positions 
are fi lled for the Month of August.  If you would like to 
experience Helpline, come into the offi ce any Thurs-
day this month from 9:00 to noon.  No sign up nec-
essary.  It is a great way to see how things work on 
Helpline without having to spend the full three hours 
there.  Or, you could check with Kathy to see if she 
needs any help in September.

Many thanks to Lola and Mike for taking the time 
slots for August.

Aug. 3: Mike Russell, Aug. 10: Mike 
Russell, Aug 17:  Mike Russell, Aug. 24: Lola 
Walston, Aug. 31: Mike Russell
Remember: Hard work doesn’t harm anyone, but I do 
not want to take any chances.
Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry

VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE
 The Victory Garden is in full production mode with 

over 2,000 pounds being donated to the Second 
Harvest.  Yields have been extremely high for onions, 
cabbage and beets. The irrigation system has been 
installed thanks to the assistance of master plumber 
Drew Titone.  And of course after the installation it 
hasn’t stopped raining. The fences are working to 
keep out critters that I thought would cause problems. 
Unfortunately, they don’t keep out fi eld mice as they 
have ruined about 40% of the green beans.  I’ve 
caught a number of mice with regular mouse traps, 
but a lot of the damage has been done. Anyway, stuff 
happens.  I do want to thank those hardy souls that 
braved the heat to pick the veggies the last couple 
weeks.   
Ed Wozniak

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
I want to say Thank You to all that have helped 

with Fundraising Opportunities now and in the past. 
I enjoy working with everyone. Without the help of 
others, none of what we do would be possible. 

There is no “I” in “TEAM.”
The committee has some great ideas and would 

like to share them with everyone. When you fi nd time 
in your busy schedules, come join us. We would be 
glad to share ideas or hear any ideas you may have. 
Meetings are posted on the general calendar.

Our next event is the SPGA Jubilee, August 5. The 
Fundraising Committee will be working at the Farm 
Science Review selling gloves in September. Again, 
there is no “I” in “TEAM” and I could sure use some 
help. Thanks in advance.

Remember to register at krogerrewards.com and 
help Master Gardeners earn $. Be sure and have 
your Kroger card handy. You will need the number on 
the back of the card.
Fabenne Brandenburg
Fundraising Chairperson 

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
Most of the end of July was spent sweating, avoid-

ing rain events, weeding, dead heading and generally 
keeping the SPGA Perennial beds and Clubhouse 
area looking good for the many events at the park.

Signage and barriers for the “river of daffodil” areas 
became imperative as people tended to walk on the 
now bare ground.  Kudos to Dennis for sign improve-
ments and installation.  We look forward to adding 
day lilies and ornamental grasses to this “river” in 
early September.  Water access is a challenge so 
we will count on those September rains to help our 
plants get established.

Downsize Farm came for a work day on July 19, 
2017. The day was sweltering, so we concentrated 
on shade chores.  What a great group!
Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder, and Fabenne  
Brandenburg

Picture of 2017 Clark County Fair with a 
rainbow over midway
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Early Ohio Settlers bed in full bloom. Picture from 
MGV Clark County Facebook page.

EARLY OHIO SETTLER’S GARDEN
1800-1850

Ohio became a state in 1803 and Settlers began to 
make their way West to claim their land. Our garden 
is set in this time period when our state was just 
developing. Many of these Settlers were seeing this 
as the chance of their life for ownership of land which 
was considered to be an important goal. Some of 
these people had come to Ohio when it was a territory 
and had planted 3 apple trees to make early claims. 
When a young woman got married she was given 
“receipts” which were handed down from mothers, 
grandmothers, and shared in daily gossip. In time, 
these women accumulated a large cache of “tried and 
true” knowledge about plants and their many uses. 
Our garden is a receipt garden which has plants that 
deal with the daily needs of these Settlers. We have a 
dye bed with some of the plants needed to dye one’s 
clothes with the colors of red, blue, yellow and brown. 
We have a fl ower bed that did not become popular 
until around 1830. We have a medicinal bed with 
herbs that were used for family healthcare – mostly 
headaches, stomach and bowel ailments. We have a 
kitchen herb bed with plants that were used for spicing 
and seasoning their food. The rest of our garden is 
made up of vegetable plants that feed the family. All 
our plants are grown from seed of this time period 
and come to us through rare seeds and Monticello 
gardens. We have some very interesting plants in our 
garden such as cardoon, English hops, and strawberry 
popcorn (Native American). We are planning on 
building an outhouse and hope to add a log cabin in 
the future. So, please come for a visit and come back 
over time to see our garden as it changes.
Jean Rickards, chair

1st Linda Asebrook
10th Daina Sirons
13th Dan Barksdale
22nd Steve Shelton
26th Rita Young
27th Peggy Shank
29th Susan Newell
30th Sheila Drennen
30th Donna Loney

Experience when others help 
with Yardwork

Since I have not been able to do any yardwork 
this year, we hired a couple young men who are 
hard workers and eager to please.  However, 
they have some diffi culty knowing the difference 
between a weed and desirable plants.  The 
picture shows what we found in a fl ower bed after 
they left.

 Have you ever seen such a big clover plant 
that had been nicely mulched?  When we asked 
them about it, they said they thought it was a nice 
looking plant with pretty fl owers.  We requested 
them to remove it.  We got a chuckle from it, but 
watch more closely now when they are working in 
our yard.
Lola Walston



6

Janet’s Junipers  cont. from pg. 3

• Become a Leader within your family, friends and 
community.

• Live in Harmony with as many people as you 
can.

• Put “First Things First” and make good choices 
about what comes fi rst in your life.

• Maintain Balance by using important Time and 
Life Management Tips.

What’s one fi nal thought about Time and Life 
Management?

Remember that you don’t have to know exactly 
where you’re going every single second to be headed 
somewhere great!
Source:
Time and Life Mastery – Putting First Things First, 
Developed by Kurt Utterback, Presented by Commu-
nicate Institute Training and Development in part-
nership with Walsh University, North Canton, Ohio, 
Graduate courses for teachers, WEB: www.communi-
cateinstitute.com/

I am really looking forward to seeing you all at the 
fi rst annual Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum 
Jubilee!

Dear Master Gardener Volunteers;
When one of our volunteers has a family situation 

or health issue, all are ready to pitch in and help.  
This is just one of the things I love about this organi-
zation.  People are so giving.  Claudia Jones is one 
of those who needs our help in the form of prayers, 
hugs, good thoughts, cards and more.  She was 
recently diagnosed with cancer and has had to step 
back from volunteering.  Donna Myers is working with 
her family to fi nd out what we can do to help.   Stay 
tuned to VMS for updates and in the meantime, a 
word of support would be great!
 Pam

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension

Pam’s Posies  cont. from pg. 2

            

Entry at 2017 Clark County Fair Flower Show.

Entry at 2017 Clark County Fair Flower Show.

Tom Davidson’s Weeds Display at 2017 Clark 
County Fair Flower Show.
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Plant of the Month
ARTEMISIA (ar-teh-MEEZ-ee-uh)
Mugwort, Wormwood

We value artemisias for their silver-gray foliage, 
not for their fl owers.  Silver is the ultimate blending 
color in the garden as it seems to enhance any other 
hue it is combined with.  The plants produce upright 
subshrubs, rounded masses, or spreading mats of 
silver to gray-green foliage.  This perennial has many 
different varieties.  

In the garden, these plants prefer full sun in well-
drained soil that is not overly rich.  Some are well-
behaved and stay where you put them, others roam 
all over.  You can contain the spreaders with a root 
barrier.  They don’t need a lot of care.  Rot will be the 
big problem in moist soils as they will turn black at 
the base and keel over.

‘Powis Castle’ is a variety I have grown in my 
garden.  It grows about 2 feet tall and stays in a 
clump about 3 feet wide.  A quart-size plant can grow 
quite large in the fi rst season.  Prune this variety in 
the spring, NOT in the autumn.  If you prune before 
May, frost could 
kill any new 
growth.  You 
can cut back to 
control height 
and width.  Make 
sure you don’t 
cut back too hard 
into the old wood 
as that could kill 
the plant.  Allow 
the buds to 
break before you 
start to prune.  
This will give a 
reference point as to how far back to cut.  Don’t cut 
into wood that doesn’t have live buds.  I’m pretty sure 
that is how I killed the plant I had for several years.

‘Silvermound Artemisia’ is non-invasive and forms 
a perfect mound of densely cut silver-gray foliage 
that gets 12 to 18 inches high and wide.  The clumps 
usually open up in the center by midsummer so this 
is a good time to cut it back to new basal growth.  
You can delay plants from opening up by shearing 
or pinching when fl ower buds are fi rst noticed.  With 
most silver-foliaged Artemisia, their habit is best 
maintained if you prevent fl owering.  Also, I managed 
to kill this plant.  It was close to the water faucet and I 
think it had too much moisture.

‘Silver Brocade is a low and somewhat spreading 
variety that is about 6 inches high and spreads 
about 18 inches.  This variety is very hardy.  I can 
vouch for that statement.  I’ve had this cultivar in a 
container on the west side of my house for years.  I 
don’t remember if I planted it there on purpose or if 
I had a plant or two left over from another planting.  
Good news!  I haven’t killed it.  In fact, I ignore it most 
of the time.  I throw some water on it from time to 
time and might throw some Osmocote in there every 
other year.  I’ve taken cuttings and put them in other 
containers.  The soil level is getting lower and yet 
every year it comes back.  If I really took care of this 
plant it might jump out of the container.  
Dot Burkholder 

THE HISTORY CORNER
 Greetings Master Gardener Volunteers!! 

This Month I’d like to let everyone know about 
the butterfl y garden at Utzinger.  Donna Meister 
completed the application process for a Monarch 
Waystation through a program sponsored by 
Monarch Watch and the plans have been approved.  
The plot being converted at Utzinger had been the 
Native Garden.  Donna has been working to support 
our monarch population for some time now. Listening 
to her speak of the previous gardens she has been 
a part of, one can see how her understanding of 
the monarchs’ needs have developed through her 
years of work.  She was chair of the Butterfl y & 
Hummingbird Garden at Gateway where emphasis 
was on nectar.  With a growing understanding of 
butterfl y needs, later gardens focused on host plants 
as well.  Now, at Utzinger, consideration for the 
monarchs’ needs for cover from preditors and even 
places to stay shaded from too much sun have been 
included.  Volunteers are welcome to come take a 
part in saving the monarchs as the garden is still in 
the process of being planted.  
Carrie Moore

Silvermound Artemesia. Photo 
credit: https://www.bluestonepe-
rennials.com/ARSM.html. 

Chadwick Arboretum’s 
Monarch Butterfl y 
Waystation.  Monarch 
on Joe Pye plants in 
waystation.  Photo 
from https://chad-
wickarboretum.osu.
edu/our-gardens/
arboretum-north/prai-
rie-plants-monarch-
waystation
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SNYDER PARK GARDEN & ARBORETUM JUBI!EE
August 5, 2017

Thank you to everyone that has volunteered to help with the SPGA Jubi!ee.  This is going to be an 
exciting day!!  Below is information about set up and the day of the event.  

Set up is at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, August 4. We need MGVs to help with this set up.  There is a Potluck 
dinner at 6:00 p.m. Bring a dish to share.

MGVs that are working on August 5th, please park on the Service Road on the side nearest Buck 
Creek.  We are planning to have a shuttle for our visitors which will go back and forth to the Victory 
Garden, Garden of Eatin’ and Early Ohio Settler’s Garden.

Shift times:  
 1st Shift 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. (help set up from 7:30 to 8:15 a.m.)
 2nd Shift 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (help tear down at 1:30 to 2:00)

I will email confi rmation of assignment times to each volunteer for each garden/venue.  If you still 
want to volunteer for the SPGA Jubilee, please contact Jo Brown at 937.521.3866 or brown.1541@
osu.edu

Please wear the Master Gardener’s red t-shirt or polo shirt and your name tag.  You will need to bring 
a chair to sit on where you are volunteering.

For the MGVs there will be coffee, water and donuts in the kitchen at the clubhouse.  

Handicap parking will be the parking spaces around the clubhouse.

Jo Brown (937.215.3004), Pam Bennett (937.408.7900), Janet Wasko Myers (740.546.3419) or Kathy 
McConkey (937.624.9303) will carry their cell phones if you have an emergency or need relief.

If you have any questions, please call Jo Brown at 937.521.3866 or brown.1541@osu.edu
We are so excited to have this “Jubilee” once again!!  It is such a wonderful opportunity to showcase 
our gardens to the public.  Have fun!!!

Jo Brown, Chair
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OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

Date:  Saturday,  

           August 5,  2017 
Time:  8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Location:
Snyder Park

Gardens & Arboretum 
(formerly Snyder Park Golf Course) 

1900 Park Street, Springfield, OH 45504

Clark County Master Gardener Volunteers 

 

Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum 
JUBILEE 

Celebrate our 1st Snyder Park Gardens & 
Arboretum Jubilee. 

This event will be held rain or shine.  

Visit http://clark.osu.edu/  

For more information, call: 937-521-3860 

CFAES provides research and related educa onal programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more informa on:  go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum 
Jubilee

Speakers / Demonstrations 

Tour a variety of gardens  

Children's activities 

Vendors and exhibits 

Live music 

Free admission and food 



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfi eld, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark County, 
3130 East Main Street, Springfi eld, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Volunteer Advisor is 
Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

 CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

RememberRemember
SPGA Garden Clean UpSPGA Garden Clean Up

August 2August 2ndnd

Master Gardener Volunteer working at Utzinger Garden


