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President’s Message

Okay, it is time for a message again. This article just
seems to always be in need of being written and as
you can tell, it is not my favorite thing to do. | am often
like a horse with blinders on and | have a tendency to
look straight ahead.

My husband and | have devoted a lot of our time and
energy this month of May to working in our yard as
many of you have also. Sometimes | feel that is all we
have done in May is our yard and gardens and we are
looking forward to June and being done.

| know there has been a great many things going on
in the Park and at Utzinger’s. Susie Broidy’s Garden of
Eatin’ is truly moving along for they are already plan-
ning community programs ; . :
and Steve Broidy’s wine event
will be in the Park in July. We
will also be having our yearly
picnic at the shelter house this
month and a lovely field trip is
planned for June 16th to the
Sherman House in Lancaster
followed by lunch and then a
visit to the Gantz Gardens.

At Snyder Park the field trials
have been planted by many
busy hands of Master Gardener
Volunteers and hopefully they

will be in their real home garden in the very near future.

The pavilion committee is working on the final plans
for our structure and then it will be money, money and
more money. The Victory Garden is working away and
| see Fred Miller playing in the turf when | am at the
Early Ohio Settler’s Garden. So, as | have said before
there is a lot to do in the gardens and you are always
invited to join the fun. Thanks for all you do.

Jean Rickards

MGV’s Janet Heater nd Rita Lane helping weed
then plant flowers at Hartman Rock Garden

MGV’s planting in the new Garden of Eatin’ at
Snyder Park Garden and Arboretum
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Wow, can we knock out a project in no time! Re-
cently the Garden of Eatin’ was designed, installed
and planted within a two month period of time; if you
haven't seen it, you are missing quite a garden! Con-
gratulations to Susie Broidy and her committee for
their creativity and hard work. They aren’t finished
as Shonil Datta is secretly working on a shed that will
add whimsy to the garden and will be sure to make
you smile!

Congratulations also to Jean Rickards and her crew
at the Early Ohio Settler’'s Garden. It's looking fan-
tastic as well. This group of ladies and their spouses
has worked hard in the last year to get this garden up
and running and the next step
- an outhouse! | can’t wait to
see it!

Congratulations to Ed Woz-

8l niak and the team that plants

and maintains the Victory

1 Garden. Their work is so very

| important to our community

1 as we deliver more than 6,000

| pounds of fresh produce to the

| 2nd Harvest Food Bank each
year. The struggle for food is
real in Clark County for many
families and we are doing our

part to help.

Also a big congratulations to Linda McCann and
Cathy Zernechel for their outstanding efforts in the
greenhouse and getting us ready to plant the field
trials and AAS gardens. The plants looked phenome-
nal and the team of waterers, transplanters, seeders,
tag makers and everyone who helped in the green-
house was unbelievable.

Fred Miller and his turf team continue to keep the
grass growing at the turf plots at Snyder Park Gar-
dens and Arboretum and they are looking pretty
good. Tom and Fran Davidson are going to be
planting a cutting garden for flowers to be used for
the SPGA Jubilee this summer. Things are really
happening in the gardens and it's exciting. Go to the
gardens any time of the day and you will find activity
in that area. Bethie’s Sprayground will start bring-
ing the children to the area along with the accessible
playground. Our gardens are a huge part of the
revitalization of this area and it's exciting to be a part
of this.

| continue to be awed by your dedication to the



Janet’s Junipers

As you’ve heard recently at several meetings, your
Horticulture Team is working hard at making your
volunteer experiences effective, efficient, exciting,
enthusiastic, and FUN. So, how are we going to help
make this happen? Well, we’re adding Hort! Happen-
ings!! to the front page of the VMS.

According to John Powell, “Communication works
for those who work at it.” Hort! Happenings!! is a
weekly communication tool and it will keep everyone
“in the loop” about what’s “happening” with the Clark
County MGV Program. It will be “launched” on June
9th at 12 Noon and available every Friday thereafter
at 12 Noon. Make sure and “check it out” and “check
in” on front page of VMS with Hort! Happenings!!

Hort! Happenings!!

Adopt-a-Bed If you want to help with the
upkeep of the Trial Beds, please contact Carolyn
Allen at bax13.ca@gmail.com or 937.321.6377.

Victory Garden Ed Wozniak is look-
ing for assistance in keeping the VG free from
weeds, so contact Ed at erwoz322@aol.com or
937.308.1316.

Wine in the Park This MGV fundraising
event is taking place at SPGA on Saturday, July
8th from 3:00 — 6:00 p.m. Volunteers are need-
ed so please contact Steve Broidy at sbroidy@
wittenberg.edu or 937.344.8607.

Clubhouse Meetings Please remember,
if you are a Chairperson and want to have a
meeting at the SPGA Clubhouse, you need to

pick up the Clubhouse key at the OSU Exten-

sion office front desk and return it on the same

day as your meeting.

MGV Hours Don't forget to keep add-
ing your hours to the VMS. Remember those
“‘incentives” | talked about for volunteers who
get their hours turned in earlier at the end of the
year? Details coming up in future Hort! Happen-
ings!!

Thanks for everything you do for the Clark
County MGV Program!

Janet Wasko Myers
Program Assistant, Horticulture

Pam’s Posies cont. from pg. 2

OSUE MGV program in Clark County. You are truly
an amazing group of volunteers who are dedicated to
making our community a better place to live. Thank
you from the bottom of my heart.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension

SNYDER PARK GARDENS AND
ARBORETUM JUBILEE MEETING

We will be holding our first meeting to kick off the
planning of the SPGA Jubliee on June 1 at 9-11:a.m.
at the OSU Extension in the Large Conference
Room. Anyone who would like to be part of the plan-
ning for this event is welcome. Janet Heater and Lois
O’Keefe, our previous chair women, had this event so
well organized that we should be able to copy their
strategies in a different location and have a success-
ful event!

We will need people to be in charge of parking,
food, activities, tours, advertising, etc. so please
come to this meeting to help get this event started.
vent started.

Pam

Jo’s Notes:

Reminder

Please clean out your personal file folders in
Kathy McConkey’s Office/Horticulture Library/
HelpLine room.

Thank you.




CommITTEE REPORTS

PLANT AND BARN SALE
COMMITTEE

What a great day it turned out to be! The sun
showed up, finally! People showed up. Almost every
single plant was sold! The approximately 25 plants
that were left are being planted at Utzinger this morn-
ing.

How did we do?? The fun-raising for the day
brought in $ 10,241!! The breakdown: Plant Sale
$8,897. Barn Sale $708. Gloves & tools $636.
Money that we can now put towards all our various
education projects!

Loretta and | spent approximately $1900 to put on
the sale. We purchased seeds, bare root plants and
plugs to grow in the greenhouse, herbs & shrubs,
potting supplies - potting mix and fertilizer, book-
marks and yard signs, an ad for the paper, and some
miscellaneous supplies for sale day.

We appreciate all your feedback on how we can
improve the sale for next year. Keep your ideas
coming! We collected lots of great comments at the
wrap-up meeting and are already talking on how to
implement them for next year. | love the thought of
making it better and better each year! And as you
shop and visit nurseries, keep your eye out for things
we could do, plants we could offer, how to stage
things, etc. Send those ideas to us and of course,
Loretta is keeping a list.

Thank you to all those who worked all winter and
spring in the greenhouse, those that collected boxes,
made tags, donated items for the barn sale and plant
sale, worked in the cold and rain setting up, and who
were all so helpful to the many gardeners selecting
plants, and working the check-out. What a fantastic
group you all are!! And | also want to give a special
thank you to CRSI for sharing their greenhouse with
us and getting to work with their clients. They have
been so great to work with!! It is a special place in
that greenhouse and we are happy that we are part
of it.

Our last wrap-up thing to do will be a pot washing
-pot luck lunch day on June 13th from 9 a.m.-12 p.m
at the Snyder Park barn. Ahhhhhh. Then we will all
be done . . . .until next year!

Thank you!
Marilyn Hinderer & Loretta Blazer

HELPLINE

Help! Helpline needs one more volunteer for June
1st and one more for July 6th. All of August is open
for volunteers. Helpline is on Thursday only this
year, 9:00 until noon. Volunteers will not be alone in
Kathy’s office. Ed, Rick, or Kathy will always be there
to help answer the phone and help with answers to
garden questions. This is an easy way to earn 4
hours of work credit + travel time. No sunburn, high
heat-Kathy’s office is air-conditioned. Sign up on the
VMS or call Rick 324-5344.

Volunteers for June are:
June 1: OPEN, June 8: Mike Russell, June 15: Mike
Russell, June 22: Mike Russell and June 29: Carrie
Moore.

Remember: “The best way to garden is to put on a
wide-brimmed straw hat and some old clothes. And
with a hoe in one hand and a cold drink in the other,
tell somebody else where to dig or how to do the
garden.This is HELPLINE*

Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry

FOCUS ON LOCAL SPEAKER
SERIES

The Focus on Local Speaker Series program
sponsored by Ohio State University Extension,
Clark County features local producer Stanley
McMurray from Benham Farms. The event will be
held, on Thursday, June 15 at Springview Govern-
ment Building, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield,
OH in room 151 from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m.

Started in 1848, this resilient farm survived the
depression and has changed its line of agriculture
through the generations. Formerly a 30-some cow
dairy, a horse breeding farm, a hog operation, beef
cattle, angora goats, truck farm, and row crops
the farm is now a Community Supported Agricul-
ture (CSA) operation in transition to a pasture and
woody perennial based farm focused on meat and
nut production. His operation offers non-genetically
modified poultry, pork, and lamb, as well as weekly
boxes of fresh produce. Learn more about local
producers

Hope to see you there!
Eric Roberts



FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

I’'m sorry | had to miss the plant sale! Heard every-
one was busy and there was lots of boxes available
this year.

Thank you to Linda Asebrook and Natheta Mercer
for the great job selling gloves and tools. They sold
$636.

Thanks to Dennis Latimer for sharing his grandson
and Sonya Ryhal for helping.

Thank you Jane Maloney for taking time on Sun-
day, May 7 to sell the gloves and tools at George
Rogers Park, Spring at New Boston. She sold $109.

I’'m still working with the Kroger rewards program,
so stand by for the information on using your Kroger
shopping and card to benefit our program.

Mark your calendars for a fundraiser Oct. 27 at
SPGA. Pam will be teaching a class on tool sharpen-
ing for the public and Master Gardener Volunteers.
There will be a charge for the class. Time to be an-
nounced. Please share information with friends.

Those that are involved with the fundraising have
had some great ideas for selling the gloves and tools.
“They” and their ideas are greatly appreciated and for
their willingness to help.

Fabenne Brandenburg Fundraising Chairman

FIELDTRIP COMMITTEE

Our next field trip is Friday, June 16, 2017 to The
Sherman House Museum in Lancaster, Ohio and The
Gardens at Gantz Farm, in Grove City, Ohio. We will
carpool and meet at the OSU Extension office at 8:30
a.m. (please park in the rear lot) and we should be
arriving back around 5:00 p.m. Please review the trip
information in the May newsletter if you are interested
in going and have not yet signed up. We will be
confirming our group reservation on June 1, 2017 to
The Sherman House. Janet Heater is collecting and
sending in a check for our admission fee ($3.50). We
are so happy to have such a fantastic signup for this
trip. We currently have 30 people on our list! We
are looking forward to a great day and hopefully nice
weather to tour these beautiful gardens and historic
homes in Ohio.

Field Trip Committee
Sally Day, Terry Reid, Janet Heater
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PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

May was a blur! The weather felt like a roller coast-
er of cold-hot-cold-wet-cold-hot-wind-dry. Sometimes
we had to wonder if it was March or May! Many MGV
big events such as Plant & Barn Sale, Field Trials
prep and planting kept our committee members busy
with other favorite projects. Memorial Day was in
the mix as well as good and less-than-good personal
stuff (trips, injury, medical procedures, moving, grand-
son graduation) for our co-chairs— all these things
made meeting a lost cause. | fear it won’t get easier
given the fact that most of us are crazy busy!

So we decided to try an “email meeting!” An agen-
da was sent as an attachment via Kathy. Agenda
items included when to dig and plant daylilies amid
the “River of Daffodils,” and should we plant orna-
mental grasses this spring or wait until late August/
September? We also asked who will demonstrate
and talk about their “Favorite Garden Power Tool” at
the program by that same name on June 22, right
before the Garden Walk.

Of course all of this is to be worked in among Gar-
den Clean-up, and continued garden maintenance,
Diagnostic Workshop at SPGA, Pruning Perennials
Workshop at Utzinger and MGV picnic as well as our
personal lives

Looks like June will be a blur!
Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder, and Fabenne
Brandenburg
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2017 MGV PICNIC IN THE PARK

Ah, the Merry Month of June, and time for PIC-
NIC! The Annual MGV Picnic will be at SPGA on
June 17 from 5:00 p.m. until you just can't party any
longer! Please bring a covered dish.

Natheta and the Social Committee will be grill-
ing hamburgers and brats. Social Committee will
also provide paper goods, utensils and water. If you
would like something special to drink, please BYO.
There will be tours of the gardens, fun, and socializa-
tion for all. Plan to attend, and have a great time!

The Social Committee

FIELD TRIALS/GREENHOUSE
COMMITTEE

Well, the plants have finally gone out to their new
summer home. After we loaded all of the plants on
the trucks to go to the gardens, (A big thank you to
Paul Mohler, Kathy Mark, Loretta Blazer, Natheta
Mercer and Janet Myers for transporting all our
babies) we went out to the trial beds to see how they
looked.

The plants had been planted, and looked great.
After lunch we had to scramble to get them watered
so they could survive the heat we had that day.
Fortunately by the weekend we had enough rain to
give them a good chance to recover and thrive.

A great big thank you to all of the greenhouse
watering team; the dedicated volunteers that came
on Tuesdays and Thursdays to tend to all of the
plants and an especially big thank you to Carolyn
Allen who helped guide us this year to a successful
start of the summer trial bed season.

We will be closing up the greenhouse soon and
the next project on the calendar will be washing and
sanitizing all of the pots and trays getting them ready
for next year’s greenhouse season. We will send
out information when this project will be held. For all
of you that took plants home to your own gardens,
please drop the pots off at the back of the red barn at
SPGA so we will have them there when we need to
wash them.

Again, thanks
Cathy Zernechel and Linda McCann
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THANKS FOR HELPING
ARRANGING FLOWERS
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# On May 1st a group helped arrange 28
« beautiful floral arrangements for the Wom-
€. en’s Partnership luncheon sponsored by the
; Springfield Foundation. Many compliments
were received for the beauty the arrange-

* ments brought to the luncheon. Those
involved in the arranging were Terry Reid,
Marilyn Hinderer, Susie Broidy, Pam Thullen,
Barb Hartings, Jean Rickards, Peggie El-
shau, Lois O’Keefe, Sally Day, Janet Heater
and Natheta Mercer. A special thanks to

hﬂ Barb Hartings for meeting Jean Rickards

# and me April 27th in Centerville to help pick
out the flowers, then picking them up and
delivering to Springdfield for the arranging i

2 May 1st. | hope | didn’t forget to mention
any one. Thank you all so much, you are
such talented people so generous with your
time. You make us look good!

1¢‘ With Gratitude,
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UTZINGER GARDEN

Utzinger is at Planting Ready, Set, Go! New plants
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are going into the ground every day, and old weeds re-

moved (in our best-case scenario!). Container Garden
area is progressing nicely, as is Monarch area, Fairy
(sort of) Garden area, and spruce-up. Maintenance

days are the second and fourth Mondays of the month,

and everyone is welcome! (Apparently, the foxes are
taking us at our word, as one was found "visiting" and
tangled in some netting in May. The FSR Crew safely
and gently removed it and took it to the Gwynne Con-
servation Area.) We do love our Utzinger Garden!

Utzinger Committee

MGV’s
prepping and =
planting at
the SPGA
trial beds




Plant of the Month

ALTERNANTHERA (all-ter-NAN-ther-uh)
Garden alternanthera, Joseph’s coat, calico plant

Alternanthera plants reward gardeners with in-
teresting foliage, color, and texture. There are two
types wildly available: one usually called ‘Joseph’s
coat’ is about 1 foot tall and comes in cultivars with
multi-colored leaves, while the other sometimes
called calico plant can be 3 feet tall and usually has
purple leaves. These plants respond well to regular
shearing or trimming and need only basic care to
thrive. In our area these are annual plants as they
are frost sensitive.

These plants can be grown in full sun to partial
shade in average, but not too rich, evenly moist but
well-drained soil. The colors will be more intense in
full sun. Water the plants often enough to keep the
soil from completely drying out. Usually they won't
need additional
fertilizer, but
if they are not
growing well,
you might want
to give them a
shovelful of com-
post in summer.
If they start to
sprawl or spread |f
out you can cut
them back.

Purple Knight Alternanthera. Photo from
The amount PanAmerican Seed

of pinching you
put into your plants will determine the growth habit. If
you pinch out the growth tips on a regular basis, the
plants will form a neat mound that looks great in for-
mal borders or knot gardens. They remain attractive
and will give a more casual appearance if you just
leave them alone. If you use ‘Joseph’s coat’ as an
edging it will stay dense if you just run over the tops
lightly with a string trimmer.

Do not put out bedding plants until a couple of
weeks after your last expected frost. The easiest
way to carry over the plants from one year to the next
is to take cuttings just before the first frost.

Meadow View carries a variety they call ‘Red
Thread’ which grows about 6 — 12 inches tall. They
said it was a ‘trailer’ and would be good in hanging
baskets or containers.

‘Purple Knight’ has deep burgundy foliage, ‘Thread-
leaf Red’ (this may be the same ‘Red Thread’) has

narrow , scarlet foliage, ‘Wavy yellow’ has narrow
foliage splashed with gold, and ‘Broadleaf Red’ has
bright green leaves with red stripes. Just a few you
may want to try.

Dot Burkholder
THE HISTORY CORNER

Gardens are and have always been, from the very
beginning, dynamically interwoven in our national
story, On April 2, 2016 our then First Lady Michelle
Obama, along with several school children, could

be seen planting two species of milkweed plants in
the White House Kitchen Garden. The fact that it is
certainly not meant for human consumption serves to
underscore the level of importance attached to saving
the Monarch. The Monarch Butterfly is a beautiful
creature, fun to watch flitting about the garden, but
never forget it's importance to the plants being pol-
linated. These magnificent, ethereal souls are disap-
pearing at an accelerating rate and without help and

|| protection could become extinct. What a tragedy

never to see a monarch Butterfly again. While still in
office, then President Barack Obama, spoke of his
love for the Monarch. Calling them spectacular, he
expressed a desire to “...make sure that our children,

‘ | our grandchildren can see them as well”, while at the

Three Amigos summit in June 2016 in Ottawa, On-
tario, Canada where he met with President Enrique
Pena Nieto of Mexico and President Justin Trudeau
of Canada to discuss matters of shared importance.
All three “...reconfirmed their commitment to preserve
the Monarch butterfly migration” For our part in the
collaborative effort”... millions of dollars in research
grants, educational programs and government sup-
ported iniatives...” have become a part of the National
Pollinator Strategy released in 2015. For more de-
tails see: http://texasbutterflyranch.com/2016/07/02/
mexico-canada-and-obama-r...

Just goes to show how very important gardening
truly is.

Carrie Moore

MGV’s Carolyn
Allen and Janet
Heater with Susan |3
Kogler enjoying
her garden




THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension

Clark County

3130 East Main Street

Springfield, OH 45505

www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

Remember
Garden Clean ‘Up
June 7

Master Gardener Volunteers and friends at the

Mad River Gorge Saturday May 20 pulling up
the garlic mustard from trail areas.

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark County,
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Volunteer Advisor is

Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity



