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Mark Your Calendar for April
1	 8-4	 Garden Fling
3	 9-12	 Plant Sale greenhouse 
	 12-2	 Office Conference
4	 9-12	 FT Work Day 
	 6:30-8:30	 Fair Flower Beds lg. conf rm
5	 9-12	 Garden clean up SPGA 
	 9-12	 Plant Sale greenhouse
6	 9-12	 FT Work Day 
	 9-12	 Helpline starts
7	 1-3	 Wildflower Walk
10	 9-11	 Pruning Woodies@Utzinger 
	 9-12	 Plant Sale greenhouse
11	 9-12	 FT Work Day
12	 9-12	 Plant Sale greenhouse 
	 1-3	 Garden Fling wrap up-sm conf rm
	 6:30	 Board Mtg. @SPGA Clubhouse
13	 9-12	 FT Work Day 
	 9-12	 Helpline
14	 10-1	 Plant Sale workday NTPR  
		  greenhouse 
	 1-3	 Wildflower Walk

Blades and Blooms

17	 9-12	 Plant Sale greenhouse
	 10-1	 Plant, dig & pot@Utzinger
18	 9-11	 Fairground Flower Bed clean up 
	 9-12	 FT Work Day
19	 9-12	 Plant Sale greenhouse 
	 11am	 Recog. Celeb. wrap up at CTC
20		  B&B articles due 
	 9-12	 FT Work Day 
	 9-12	 Helpline 
	 10-1	 Plant Sale hosta dig
21	 9:30-12	 Fair Flower Show-sm conf. rm 
	 1-3	 Wildflower Walk
22	 8-noon	 Downtown Spfld Clean up 
	 11-1	 Amazing Place Earth Day Event
24	 9-12	 Utzinger Work Day 
	 9-12	 Plant Sale greenhouse 
25	 9-12	 FT Work Day
27	 9-12	 FT Work Day 
	 9-12	 Helpline
	 6-7	 Focus on Local Speaker Series
28	 8-5	 Clark County Service Day 
	 8-5	 Diagnostic Wkshp Athens Co. 
	 1-3	 Wildflower Walk

Garden Fling from 2015
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Pams Posies
Dear MGVs, 

What a winter!  With the recent cold weather 
we experienced, it really makes me appreciate 
these really nice days.

Plans are continuing to move ahead for the 
development of the gardens.  The SPGA Com-
mittee met with Jeannie and made some tough 
decisions about sidewalk placement versus tree 
removal.  The Pavilion Committee has their work 
cut out for them as they continue to work with the 
designer to come up with something extraordi-
nary!

You continue to focus on our mission - teaching 
our community about good horticulture practices 
- and also having fun doing it!  I always appreci-
ate your enthusiasm and dedication to this pro-
gram.  You truly make my job so much fun!

The Garden Fling is such a great event and I 
hope that everyone turns out in force to support 
the effort!  If you are not volunteering to help, 
please come and show your support.  I look 
forward to this event every year because it’s so 

much fun watching people learn!  And 
spend their money of course!

Congratulations to the fundraising 
committee.  They have been hard at 
work developing a variety of fundrais-
ing ideas.  Chair Fabenne Branden-
burg will sell the clothes off your back 
so watch out!  Just kidding - she is 
doing a great job with the committee.

It’s time to get out and garden.  I am 
in a little bit of a panic because I am out of town 
the next two weeks for a conference and my 
garden isn’t planted!!!!  Yikes.
Sincerely,

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension

President’s Message
It is officially the beginning of spring and hopefully 

the weather matches the season for I am ready for 
some flowers. It has been a fairly busy March, with a 
great deal of committees getting their people together 
and organizing their spring and summer projects. 
At the General Meeting on Wednesday, March 8th, 
Susie Broidy’s Garden of Eatin budget request was 
shared and it was tabled until the Board could take a 
closer look at it and Susie could be present to answer 
questions. The Board met on Thursday, March 16th 
with Susie Broidy and went over her plans and 
budget. We voted to give her $10,000.00 at this time 
and if she needs more down the road she can come 
back to the Board with a second request. We also 
discussed how budget requests will be handled in 
the future. We are asking that all budget requests 
be in writing and presented to George Simon ll and 
if needed, a special meeting will be called so the 
Board along with the requester can discuss the 
request and take a vote. We want to get you your 
money as soon as possible so you can get moving 
on your project. Regular Board meetings are held 
every other month starting with February. Our next 
Board meeting is April 12th at 6:30 p.m. at SPGA 
Clubhouse and everyone is invited 
to attend any or all of the meetings. 
Please check the calendar on the 
VMS for location of meetings. I also 
keep hearing from people asking 
“When is the Garden Fling.”  It is 
on Saturday, April 1st from 8:30-
3:00. The Garden Fling is always 
the first Saturday in April, the Plant 
Sale is the first Saturday in May 
and the Jubilee is the First Saturday in August. So, 
keep those first Saturdays in your minds. Becky 
Menozzi, who chairs the raffle at the Garden Fling, is 
looking for about 3 people to work that day. So if you 
would like to help, please call or email Becky. Phone 
numbers and email addresses are on the VMS under 
roster. I personally am feeling a great deal better 
as I am getting off some of my medicines and my 
brain is clearing up – yea! So, I hope to see you at 
meetings and gardens – remember to volunteer and 
get those 25 hours done.  You can get some of your 
10 educational hours at the Garden Fling for only 
$10.00. Again, thanks for all you do.
Jean Rickards
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Janet’s Junipers
Harriet Ann Jacobs was an African-American writer 

who escaped from slavery and was later freed. 
She became an abolitionist speaker and reformer.  
According to Jacobs, “The beautiful spring came; 
and when Nature resumes her loveliness, the human 
soul is apt to revive also.”

Since the beginning of spring is a time for 
renewal, what better way to “revive” than to become 
actively involved in new programming and activities 
which are exciting, educational, enthusiastic, and 
FUN?  Well, you only have to go as far as your 
OSU Extension Horticulture Office and Team to be 
involved in some great opportunities!

As we continue with our work and support of the 
“outstanding” Master Gardener Volunteers of Clark 
County, spring is a great time to tell you about 
some of the educational opportunities we want to 
make available to you.  For 2017, we are currently 
recruiting MGVs who want to become involved in 
developing programs for the following topics:

1.	 The Junior Master Gardener program 
is modeled after the Master Gardener 
Volunteer program and offers horticulture and 
environmental science education through fun 
and creative activities.  Level One is designed 
for grades 3 through 5 and Level Two is 
designed for grades 6 through 8.  This is a 
“teach the teacher” format which will enable 
teachers to go back to their classrooms to 
immerse students in the “excitement and awe” 
of learning about horticulture.

2.	 Yoga at Snyder Park is an opportunity to 
offer the community a way to become mindful, 
relaxed, reflective, and less stressed in a 
world which seems to promote “human doing” 
vs “human being.”  Wouldn’t it be interesting 
to do yoga with the “sun coming up or 
setting,” along with offering short educational 
walks, talks and tours?

3.	 Breakfast Blooms and Lunch Landscapes 
will be 1–2 hour educational programs 
and/or tours beginning in the fall of 2017.  
Participants will have an opportunity to “eat 
and learn” about horticulture.  Activities and 
programs will be taught by enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable MGVs.

If you are interested in becoming involved in the 
development and/or participation in one, two or all 
three of these AWESOME programs, please e-mail 
me at myers.31@osu.edu.  Let me know which 
one(s) sounds exciting to you and will help “revive” 
you this spring!
In the Spirit of the MGV Program, 
Janet

Susan Kogler ‘s amazing basketball stadium 
cake at the March meeting.

Jo’s Notes:
Thoughts and Prayers
Missy Hawley, surgery.  Her address is 2102        
Olympic Street, Springfield, OH 45503.

New email address:

Natheta Mercer has a new email address.  
emnm1960@gmail.com

Reminder:

Help us maintain the cleanliness of the confer-
ence rooms.  Please remember to clean up 
after your meetings.  Make sure tables, chairs 
and floors are clean and trash thrown away.

Thank you for your assistance in keeping the 
rooms presentable.

Horticulture Dept.
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
We’re so excited
The Perennial School on March 2 was a great 

project for us. Natheta Mercer & Linda Asebrook 
sold 71 pair of gloves and 44 books for a total 
of $935. Donna Myers sold tickets for the 50/50 
drawing. The Master Gardeners shared $602.00 
with one of the lucky attendees. Hats off to them.

A vote was taken at the General Meeting 
March 8 to accept the Kroger Rewards Program. 
If you are not familiar with this program, Master 
Gardener Volunteers have the opportunity 
to earn money every time we use our Kroger 
card. The program goes from April to April. 
There will be information announced in the April 
newsletter on getting started and how it works. 
So stand by.

Janie Maloney attended and set up a fund-
raising table at the Backyard Vegetable Garden 
Workshop on March 18. She introduced new 
items for sale. She also sold gloves and Garden-
pedia books. Her sales came to $621. Thanks to 
Terry and Natheta for helping Janie. You go girls.

   Thanks to all of you for your continued support. 
See you at the Garden Fling April 1st and 
remember, you can earn CE hours.
Fabenne Brandenburg

Committee Reports

FAIR FLOWER SHOW COMMITTEE
ATTENTION ALL MGVs:  The Fair Flower 

Show Committee wants you!
The April meeting for the committee is 

scheduled for Friday, April 21, 2017 in the small 
conference room at OSU Extension.  We can 
always change the room if ya’ll come to the 
meeting.  

Plans are moving ahead for the educational 
program that we will have for all the MGVs who 
wish to volunteer at the Flower Show.  

Speakers will be the MGVs who are the 
Team Leaders for the various areas and duties 
that we have available.  For some it will be a 
refresher and for others it will peak your interest 
to volunteer. Who knows, there might even be 
a handout that is a treasure map leading to the 
pork chops!!!  Watch for the information about 
the date and time for the program.

And in the mean time, see ya’ll at the 
committee meeting Friday, April 21, 2017 at 9:30 
a.m.  Please note the new time from that listed 
on the General Calendar.
Becky Menozzi, Chair

UTZINGER GARDEN COMMITTEE
The Utzinger Garden Committee kicked off 

2017 with a luncheon at The Jaguar Room at 
CTC.  The food and accommodations were 
terrific, as was the turnout!  Committee Members’ 
wants and needs, Focus for 2017 (including 
irrigation), new Monarch Garden, and new 
workdays (2nd and 4th Mondays of the Month) 
were discussed.  Again, all newcomers are 
welcome, especially those with creative ideas 
(we can provide the labor if you are unable!). 
There will be a hands-on spring pruning 
workshop at Utzinger with Kathy McConkey 
on April 10.  This will be on the calendar, and 
everyone is invited (and there are CEU’s 
involved!). 
Utzinger Committee et al

To Master Gardeners of Clark County,
     Thank you so much for everything 
you have done for our family.  The food, 
cards, phone calls and remembering 
Richard with a generous donation 
to the NCH Historical Society.  I am 
overwhelmed!!!  And will never forget 
your kindness at this sad, sad time.
God bless you all, 
Love Nancy Best
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PLANT AND BARN SALE 
COMMITTEE

Our Plant & Barn Sale will be May 6th from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m.  We have been busy in the CRSI Greenhouse 
getting ready.  We have made up some mixed pots, 
hanging baskets, started herbs and veggies, have 
potted up astlbe, ferns, dahlias, peony, and a dozen 
or so other variety of perennials.  We will be doing 
some stuff with sedum this week.  The Greenhouse is 
filling up!!

We still hope that many of you will donate some of 
your favorites from your gardens for the sale.  If you 
are dividing or moving around things and have a few 
extras, I have pots, tags, and potting mix to help with 
that donation.  To make them look beautiful for sale 
day, dig 2-3 weeks out so they can adjust and send 
up new growth.  We will send out an email for drop-
ping them off as the sale gets closer.

LaDonna is organizing the Barn Sale for us again 
this year.  She is looking for garden items!  Contact 
her if you have some things you’re wanting to clean 
out of your garden shed for the sale.   We can make 
them someone’s new treasure!

If you would like some bookmarks or a yard sign, I 
will have them at both the CRSI Greenhouse and at 
OSU Extension office.  Keep a few bookmarks handy 
to give to friends and neighbors.  We will be putting 
the signs the week after the Garden Fling.    

Save your boxes, reserve your wagon or wheelbar-
row for sale day and sign up on VMS to work.  With 
the wagons & wheelbarrows, we have found our gar-
den customers fill them up until no more room is left!!   
So we need lots of wagons!!  We also need MGVs 
for all kinds of jobs that day.  Wear your red shirt and 
name tag and let’s sell lots of plants so that we can 
put the money towards all of our various projects!  
   If you have any ideas, let Loretta, LaDonna, or me 
know!  We want a great sale!!!
Marilyn Hinderer

TIME FOR DOWNTOWN 
SPRINGFIELD CLEANUP 
ALREADY!

Please join us in helping clean up our 
downtown on SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2017 from  
8 A.M. to noon.

PLEASE NOTE: New check in location is at 
the YMCA, 300 S. Limestone Street at 8:00 
A.M.  Use the side entrance to sign in & meet 
up with Master Gardeners, get supplies and our 
assignment.  Parking is available beside the 
Y in the Clark State parking lot.  There will be 
a free celebratory lunch at 11:30 A.M. at the Y 
along with door prizes.

The hours worked count as volunteer hours 
as community service.  We do have fun doing 
this and feel good driving away as everything 
looks tidy and clean.   Jersery gloves and 
trash bags are provided as well as other tools 
available, but you may want to bring your own 
soil knife, broom, rake or shovel.  PLEASE 
RSVP to Natheta Mercer @emnm1960@gmail.
com or call 937-325-5202 and I will send in our 
reservations.  Also, I need to know if you will 
be staying for lunch.  Friends and family are 
welcome to join us.
COME ON MASTER GARDENER 
VOLUNTEERS!!  LET’S  SUPPORT OUR 
COMMUNITY!!! 

Thanks to all my wonderful, 
thoughtful MGV friends who sent 
cards, wrote emails and Facebook 
posts, and offered help and sympathy 
during the last few trying weeks.  You 
are an example of how God takes 
care of us through our angel friends.  
I’m so blessed to be part of this 
organization!  
Thank you.
Sonya Ryhal

SOCIAL COMMITTEE COMMITTEE
The Social Committee would once again 

like to Thank Bigly all the contributors for the 
March Madness snacks at the General Meeting. 
Awesome. @SocialCommittee
Deb Dean, Marilyn Hinderer and Donna Myers
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2nd	 Roger Franks
4th	 Terry Reid
6th	 Bonnie Martens
7th	 Missy Hawley
8th	 Linda McCann
11th	 Karen Titone
15th	 Janet Heater
23rd	 Claudia Jones
30th	 Kathy McConkey

GARDEN FLING

FIELD TRIALS/
GREENHOUSE COMMITTEE

The greenhouse on Mitchell is quickly filling up.  
We received about 1000 plants (plugs) from Proven 
Winners last week and planted them on Friday the 
17th. The last of the seeds were planted on the 21st. 
Now our job is to just nurture them so they will grow to 
be strong plants to put in our trial beds in May.

Right now we are looking for members with good 
printing skills to come forward to make the plastic 
stakes that go in all of the pots to identify the plant. 
Please contact either Cathy or Linda if you are 
interested. We are at the greenhouse on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings and the packages of stakes and 
pens can be picked up there.
Cathy Zernechel and Linda McCann

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
A group of over 40 Master Gardener Volunteers 

celebrated St. Patrick’s Day by wearing green and 
seeing a lot of green.  I’m talking about the ‘Behind 
The Scenes’ tour at Meadow View Garden Center.  
The weather was not the best, but even so, enough 
people showed up that we had to divide into three 
groups in order to hear our tour guide.

We went through numerous greenhouses with 
different temperatures in each greenhouse.  Some 
were cool, some were warm, and one of the 
greenhouses steamed up my glasses so bad I 
couldn’t see.  We saw plants in different stages of 
growth and learned how they heat the growth mats 
they use.  We also saw their seed planting machine 
which we were told cost $5,000 or more.  Only one 
or two employees even know how to operate it.  
This was just one machine so now maybe you can 
understand why the plants we buy cost so much.  We 
also saw huge containers of potting mix and learned 
how they transplant the little plants we saw in the 
greenhouses.

Meadow View overwinters their plants.  We were 
shown a nice looking plant that was for sale.  They 
told us they had been growing this plant for 3 
years before it was ready to sell.  After seeing all 
the equipment needed to grow and produce plants 
ready to sell, I wondered how they made any money.  
Everyone seemed to enjoy this tour.  Perhaps we can 
schedule another tour there in the future.
Dot Burkholder, Kathy McConkey, &  
Fabenne Brandenburg

HELPLINE
Spring is here and it’s time for garden questions and 

problems.  We are here to help answer the garden-
ers’ questions and help solve their problems.  Helping 
them is a lot of fun and is a learning experience for us 
as well.  We at Helpline are on call April thru August on 
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to noon.

Master Gardener Volunteers have already signed up 
for all the openings in April and only one date is open 
in May (May 4).

Steve Broidy is signed up for April 6th and Carrie 
Moore is working April 13th, 20st and 27th.

If you would like to sign up for Helpline, call Rick 
(324-5344) or sign up on the VMS.
Remember:  When do monkeys fall from the 
sky?  During Ape-ril showers!

Thank you Steve and Carrie.
Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry

     The Garden Fling will be held at Kenton Ridge 
High School starting at 8:30 a.m. April 1.  We are 
asking non-participating Master Gardener Volunteers 
to come out and support the program.  Our featured 
speaker is the noted Laura Deeter Ph.D. from The 
Ohio State University who will present "Modern Land-
scape Design” and “Know Maintenance-Perennials."   
Also presenting will be other Master Gardener Volun-
teers.  Pam Bennett will present “What’s Happening 
at Snyder Park.”  Thank you for your support.   
Ed Wozniak
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Plant of the Month
FLOWERING MAPLE
ABUTILON (uh-BEW-tih-lon)

This houseplant was popular during the Victorian 
era and now it is back in style again.  It has beautiful 
leaves and striking flowers.  It has maplelike leaves 
and big bell-shaped, nodding flowers.  The flowers 
can be orange, red-orange, apricot, yellow, or cream 
colored.  The plant is not related to true maples (Acer 
spp.) but the flowers will remind you of hibiscus.  

Many nurseries sell at least one type of flowering 
maple, usually in individual pots.  If you want the 
variegated variety, you will need to buy plants.  They 
don’t come true from seed.  Seed catalogs usually 

offer the dwarf bedding types.
Sow the seed 10 – 14 weeks before the last frost 

date.  Soak it overnight in tepid water; then cover 
lightly.  Seed will germinate in 10 – 14 days at 
average room temperature.

Don’t move your flowering maples outdoors until 
all danger of frost is past.  They like full sun in cooler 
climates but appreciate partial shade from strong 
afternoon sun in hotter climates.  If you plant these 
in the garden, make sure the soil is well drained and 
moderately fertile.  

Abutilon flowers will drop off on their own after 
they fade, so deadheading isn’t necessary.  During 
the summer, fertilize regularly and water as needed 
if rainfall is in short supply.  You can pinch or prune 
overly rampant growth.  

If you have the space, you can bring your plants 
indoors in the fall.  They will bloom all winter long if 

you give them bright light and temperatures above 
freezing.  Prune harshly in spring to rejuvenate aging 
plants.  You can multiply all types by stem cuttings.

Flowering maples can stand alone outdoors in the 
garden.  You might like to pair them with the delicate 
spires of Angelonia.

Indoors, whiteflies, spider mites, mealy bugs, 
and scale insects can weaken growth and cause 
distorted, discolored leaves.  Spray with insecticidal 
soap to control these problems.
Dot Burkholder

Abutilon megapotamicum. Photo from plantlust.
com and creativecommons.org

THE HISTORY CORNER
As the spring rains tickle up that soulfully inviting 

sweet, musky scent of waking earth, many of us find 
ourselves wistfully visualizing the garden plans we’ll 
share. You can almost feel the sunshine warming 
your face as summer inches ever closer.  Just the 
other day as I absently leafed through the Chamber 
of Greater Springfield’s 2016 edition of The Best of 
The Best Springfield OH 2016,  I read that Snyder 
Park beat out Young’s Jersey Dairy as the kid’s 
top choice of place for fun. How ‘bout that...better 
than ice cream!  Our park is definitely making a 
come back and as we take our part in that come 
back, it’s interesting to note that throughout Snyder 
Park’s long history, the importance of keeping 
labor for all the many park projects local kept its heart 
pumping.   In historian Bob Hulsizer’s paper entitled 
“Snyder Park,” insight into that importance seems 
to be marked in his recounting of the “...planting of  
hundreds of trees, the straightening of Buck Creek, 
the formation of series of lakes, and some good 
roads,” as he writes that “All the people hired to 
work on the project had to be residents of the city 
of Springfield.”  Again he references the importance 
of keeping work local as he cites the park board’s 
suggestion, in the first decade of the twentieth 
century, that all of the 5,000 bulbs and 100 trees 
be purchased locally and that “...a green house be 
erected for the growing of their own plants.”  And 
now, in the second decade of the twenty-first century, 
as we work to bring our new garden and arboretum, 
step by step toward realization, isn’t it somehow 
meaningful to know that we are the locals, enticed 
by that same comforting, rich sweet scent of Earth’s 
essence, creating anew.  
Carrie Moore



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener of Clark County “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Exten-
sion, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Volunteer Advisor 
is Pam Bennett.

http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Garden  
Clean Up

April 5


