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MGVs cutting greens for Dec. 7th Swag Making at 
Springfield Cancer Center 2017.

Pictures by Pam Bennett.
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Pam’s Posies
What a year for the MGV program!  And where did 

this year go????
We made great progress on our major project, Sny-

der Park Gardens and Arboretum.  I know sometimes 
that it doesn’t feel like it but if you take a step back 
and look at the big picture, we really have done quite 
a bit.  While there is more to do, most of it depends 
on raising money.  I have been spending most of my 
time meeting with potential donors and working on 
fundraising presentations.  If you know of anyone in 
your circles who might like to donate to this project, 
please put me in touch with them.  It would be most 
helpful if you make the initial contact and let them 
know what we are planning for the future of the area.  
It’s an exciting project and has so much potential for 
this community.

While SPGA is our biggest project, we also have 
many others that are just as important.  Community 
Gardens, Fairground Beautification project, Fair 
Flower Show, HelpLine, Ask a Master Gardener, Gar-
den Fling, Plant and Barn Sale, Utzinger Gardens, 
Speaker’s Bureau, Newsletter, and so much more.  
Congratulations to all MGVs on completing their 
hours (get them into the VMS ASAP!) and being rec-
ognized at the Recognition Celebration (yet another 
project!).  Just step back a moment and think about 
the impact you have on your community.  Thank you.

November was quite interesting in terms of weath-
er.  Who knew we would be cutting greens for the 
Cancer Center swags in short sleeves?  Thank you 
in advance to all who helped with this incredible giv-
ing project.  Thanks especially to Natheta Mercer for 
providing leadership to this effort.  I am so proud of 
what our volunteers give back to the Clark County 
community.

As always thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for all that you do for the Ohio State University Exten-
sion horticulture program.  We can’t be as effective 
in our community without volunteers and you truly 
are the greatest.  I am glad to call you friend and that 
you are involved in this program.  I wish you and your 
family a wonderful holiday season.  Merry Christmas 
and Happy Hanukkah.  
Pam

Pamela J. Bennett 
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

President’s Message

Here we are in December and I want to wish 
you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
It seems things have slowed down somewhat in 
the gardens though we still are having meetings.  
The Garden Fling committee has started to get 
organized for the Fling which will be on Saturday, 
April 7th at Kenton Ridge High School. The 
chairs met to put all our meetings and events 
on the calendar for 2018.  On December 15th 
the Board will meet as well as the chairs later 
in the day. We have the Christmas Swags for 
the Cancer Center coming up on Thursday, 
December 7th starting at 9:00 a.m. I guess 
there is always something going on for Master 
Gardener Volunteers. I understand the field trials 
and the perennial beds got cleaned up and the 
gardens are waiting for another spring to arrive. 

I leave you as your President in the good 
hands of Steve Broidy and the Board. I am 
looking forward to our future at Snyder Park 
Gardens and Arboretum and all it can be and to 
some exciting events that are planned for 2018. I 
will see you in the gardens and I thank you for all 
you do.

Jean Rickards

Nature has many scenes to exhibit, and 
constantly draws a curtain over this part 
or that. She is constantly repainting the 

landscape and all surfaces, dressing up some 
scene for our entertainment. Lately we had 
a leafy wilderness; now bare twigs begin to 
prevail, and soon she will surprise us with a 
mantle of snow. Some green she thinks so 
good for our eyes that, like blue, she never 
banishes it entirely from our eyes, but has 

created evergreens. 
~Henry David Thoreau, Nov. 8, 1858
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Janet’s Junipers
Keep Pets Safe from Holiday 
Hazards
When your pet ingests a toxin, time can be of the 
essence. Immediately contacting the ASPCA Animal 
Poison Control Center 24-hour hotline (1-888-426-
4435) will give you and your veterinarian potentially 
life-saving information regarding the treatment of your 
loved one.

To protect your pet, we recommend that you 
follow these simple guidelines:

•	 Always follow instructions on the label of 
prescription medications.

•	 Never give your pet any of your prescription 
or over-the-counter medications unless 
explicitly instructed to do so by a veterinarian.

•	 Keep common household cleaning products 
safely stored away from pet access.

•	 Prevent access to the garbage by keeping 
a tight lid on all cans or store out of reach of 
your pets.

•	 Only have your home treated with chemicals 
that are nontoxic to pets.

•	 Seek emergency care if your pet has ingested 
a toxin. 

What might be “eye-catching” to your pet during 
the holiday season?

•	 Alcohol (including eggnog & punch)

•	 Bones (chicken & turkey)

•	 Car engines - outdoor cats seek warmth

•	 Christmas trees - cats climb and like 
ornaments & tinsel, strands of lights, stagnant 
or fertilized tree water, pine needles

Jo’s Notes:

Janet’s Junipers  cont. on pg. 6

•	 Chocolate
•	 Confetti
•	 Electrical cords & wires
•	 Grapes & raisins
•	 Lighted candles
•	 Outdoor hazards - antifreeze, frostbite, 

frozen water bowl (outdoors), rock salt, sub-
zero temperatures

•	 Plants - Christmas cactus, lilies, holly

•	 Ribbons, bows & giftwrap
•	 Rich foods
•	 Sugar-free desserts/gum (with Xylitol)

•	 Trash cans with discarded/moldy foods
Remember to always work in partnership with 
your family veterinarian.
Animals are such agreeable friends – they ask no 
questions; they pass no criticisms.  –George Eliot
Adapted by:  Janet Wasko Myers, Program 
Assistant, Horticulture, Ohio State University 
Extension, Clark County, myers.31@osu.edu

Source:  The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center

Thoughts and Prayers
Ruth Ann Rahim’s mother, Ruth Eleanor Lundeen, 
passed away November 21, 2017.  Ruth Ann’s 
address is 2556 Snyder Domer Road, Springfield, 
OH 45502.

Reminder
Please clean out your personal file folders in 
Kathy McConkey’s Office/Horticulture Library/
HelpLine room.

Wishing you a
 Happy Hanukkah and Merry Christmas.

Happy New Year!!!
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CoMMittee rePorts
PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Perennial Committee met November 8.  Our 
discussion included the need for fall cleanup of the 
perennial beds near the Clubhouse.  

That was accomplished in a spontaneous clean up 
day.  As you may recall, we got rained out on Nov. 1, 
so we waited for a good forecast and made a plea for 
help.  As usual, you came and conquered!  

Thanks to Ironmen Ed Wozniak and Dennis 
Lattimer for 
having the field 
trials nearly 
done so that 
we could get 
the perennial 
beds finished!  
And thanks to 
Dennis (again) 
for cleaning the 
containers out 
and washing 
them and 
putting them 
away!  These 
guys are the 
bomb!

We also 
discussed 
programming ideas for 2018.  We will pursue creating 
a power point presentation on basic garden design 
with a focus on how to best place garden accents 
and art.  Missy Hawley and Wendy May have 
volunteered to create and present this.   

In addition, we will offer a “make and take project” 
using old pretty plates, bowls, etc. mounted on 
metal rods.  There will be a subcommittee to plan 
for collecting materials and instructions for what 
attendees could bring.   

There was another discussion on having a 
homemade felted soap workshop for MGVs only.  A 
subcommittee will be formed to plan it.

Both of these workshops have dates to be 
determined, so stay tuned to the Blades & Blooms!   

Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah to all and 
the best of gardening in 2018!
Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder,  
Fabenne Brandenburg

MGV’s cleaning up the perennial 
beds at Snyder Park Garden and 
Aboretum.

HELPLINE
Thank you all for a great season on the 

Helpline.  We helped at least 102 gardeners (calls 
are still coming in; Kathy is handling these calls).  A 
special thanks for manning the phones to: Steve 
Broidy, Carrie Moore, Lola Walston, Mike Russell, Ed 
Wichael and Kathy McConkey, who did September to 
the end of December and she let us use her office for 
Helpline. 

Next year we will set up Helpline the same 
way, April through September on Thursdays 9 to 
Noon.  So, April 5 is not that far off.  Set up your 2018 
calendar now, time flies.
Remember:  Why does  Santa have three 
gardens?   So he can ‘ho ho ho’!
Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry

Fabenne Brandenberry congratulating the OSU 
football ticket winner Robert Dill.

He Knows No Winter
He knows no winter, he who loves the soil,
For, stormy days, when he is free from toil,
He plans his summer crops, selects his seeds
From bright-paged catalogues for garden 
needs.
When looking out upon frost-silvered fields,
He visualizes autumn’s golden yields;
He sees in snow and sleet and icy rain
Precious moisture for his early grain;
He hears spring-heralds in the storm’s ‘ 
turmoil 
He knows no winter, he who loves the soil.
SUDIE STUART HAGER
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HELP NEEDED!!!
As most of you know it is the time of year for the 

SWAG MAKING at the Cancer Center.
NOV 28th at 1:00 P.M. we start with cutting 

greens at PAM  BENNET’S  home @ 2942 Willow 
Rd, Springfield OH.  From there we go to PAM  
THULLEN’S  home @ 4803 Graham St in New 
Moorefield.  Additional addresses  may be added with 
e-mails to be sent out so be watching your e-mails for 
time & addresses. If you have greenery we can come 
to your house & cut or you can bring it  prep day or 
on Dec 7th at cancer center. It takes a lot of greenery 
to make all the  swags.  Last year we gave away 140  
swags at the cancer center.  So, we need a lot of help 
with this.  Also need pick up trucks to help deliver to 
the barn.  Please bring your loppers, gloves and hand 
pruners.

 NOV 30th at 9:00 A.M. at Springview large 
conference room we will be having a prep work day 
to make bows and assemble  the decorations . If you 
don’t know how to make beautiful bows, we will teach 
you.    If you have any decorations or ribbon  you  
don’t use any more, please bring them with you, we 
may be able to use them. Also, if you have greenery 
you can bring it with you. We will have soup & snacks 
available or you can brown bag  lunch if you prefer.  
Please bring you scissors & hand clippers & wire 
cutters  with you.  

DEC  7th at 9:00 A.M. we starrt 
making the swags .  We do work 2 shifts: 
9 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. & 12:30 P.M. to 4 
P.M., so please advise Natheta which 
shift you prefer to work. Please bring 
scissors, hand clippers, wire cutters  & 
any greenery or decorations with you.  
We will have snacks of course. If you are 
planning to stay all day I suggest bring a 
brown bag lunch.  Please e-mail Natheta  
Mercer or Wendy May if you are 
planning to come help or have questions 
call Natheta @ 937-325-5202.

This event is in partnership with the 
Springfield Cancer Center and is one of the most 
rewarding and fun events we do as an organization, 
so heart warming and appreciated by the patients 
going through a difficult time. So please, come out to 
help at one or all three of the dates. If you have never 
made a swag, don’t worry, we will show you. Come &  
have FUN!!!
Thank you, 
Natheta Mercer and Wendy May 

GREENHOUSE/FIELD TRIAL 
COMMITTEE

We just want to remind everyone that after 
November 30 you will be able to sign up to work 
in the greenhouse for 2018. There is no prior 
experience necessary, but you will need to attend 
the greenhouse training that will be held on 
Wednesday, January 24, from 9 a.m. till 12 p.m. at 
OSU Extension office.  This will be the only training 
day. After the training class you will be able to start 
signing up for specific work days.

If you have any questions about the training or 
what we do at the greenhouse, please don’t hesitate 
to contact Cathy Zernachel (catz3243@att.net), 
Theresa Gregory (mstgregy@woh.rr.com) or Linda 
McCann (linda@mccannco.net)
Thank you, 
Cathy Zernachel, Theresa Gregory and Linda 
McCann

From greenhouse to gardens



6

Janet’s Junipers  cont. from pg. 3

Reviewed by:  Kathy Green, Extension Educator, 
Family and Consumer Sciences, Ohio State 
University Extension, Clark County, green.1405@
osu.edu

Sources:  
Information is provided by The Ohio State University 
Veterinary Medical Center.  Contact The Ohio State 
University Veterinary Medical Center at:  http://
vet.osu.edu/vmc/  (614) 292-3551, 24/7 Operating 
Center.

The Ohio State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine at:  http://vet.osu.edu

Protect your Pet from Household Hazards at:  http://
vet.osu.edu/vmc/companion/owner-education/
protect-your-pet-household-hazards

General Safety info pdf and HolidaySafetyHazards.
pdf at the bottom of the page at:  http://vet.osu.edu/
vmc/companion/owner-education/protect-your-pet-
household-hazards

1st Karen Duncan
6th Deborah Dorsey
11th Loretta Blazer
14th Judy Wessel
15th Gloria Sparks
18th Bill Queen
24th Pam Bennett
30th Claudia Fett
30th Teresa Gregory

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
National Trails Park and Recreation District 
Thank You Event December 14

NTPRD are our partners in SPGA and have 
done so much to help us in a variety of ways.  
We would like to show them our appreciation.  
On December 14th from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. we 
will be hosting a thank you event for the staff 
at NTPRD at their office on Mitchell Blvd.  We 
would like to have home-baked goodies and fruit 
for the staff and as well as donuts, coffee, and 
juice.  All MGVs are also invited to stop by and 
thank the staff, especially if you have worked 
with them in the greenhouses or elsewhere.  

If you are able to provide a baked good, 
please let Jo know before December 12.  In ad-
dition, if you are planning on stopping by, please 
let Jo know so that we can get a count.  The 
hort team will provide donuts, coffee and juice.  
Please help us out by providing some of your 
amazing baked goods!  In addition, we need 
about two or three people to help set up at 7:00 
a.m.  Let Jo know if you can do this.  Thanks!

Annual Committee Chair and Board of 
Trustees Meeting December 15

All Committee Chairs for 2018 as well as 
Board members need to attend the Committee 
Chair meeting on December 15th at 1:00 p.m. 
at OSU Extension office.  The Board of Trustees 
will meet at 10:00 a.m. followed by a potluck 
at 11:30 a.m..  At 1:00 p.m. all 2018 Commit-
tee Chairs  and Board members need to attend 
this meeting in order to be prepared for 2018.  
We will review purchasing processes including 
reimbursement for your committee purchases, 
using the tax exempt number, scheduling meet-
ings, and much more.  This is very beneficial for 
all committee Chairs but is especially important 
for those of you who are new chairs in 2018.  
Please let Janet know if you can’t attend.  In ad-
dition, those of you who are going off as Chair, 
please be sure to pass along your notebook for 
your committee to the new Chairs.  All involved 
in these two meetings are invited to the potluck 
and should bring a side dish.  Horticulture will be 
providing the chicken for this event.  Please let 
Janet know that you are coming to the potluck 
so we know how much chicken to order.
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Plant of the Month
MOM GOES DOWN IN DEFEAT

If you’ve been reading my articles for a long time 
you know that in December I write about something 
to do with Christmas.  I must admit I was close to the 
eleventh hour before I got an idea.  I trotted off to the 
main library in hopes I could come up with an idea.  
Looking through a stack of books I thought maybe 
I could write about traditions in different countries.  
Then I thought about a tradition in my own family.

When I was a kid we opened our gifts on Christmas 
Eve.  We would have a simple meal with oyster stew, 
crackers, various kinds of cheese, and sometimes 
Mom would have a date pudding which was very rich, 
but we always had oyster stew.  Always!  After eating 
we opened our gifts.  Then Dad would bring out the 
good stuff.  By that I mean the candy, cookies, and 
nuts.

I grew 
up and 
had my 
own family.  
When 
our kids 
were little 
we would 
travel 
about three 
hours to 
spend Christmas with our parents.  Both our parents 
lived within a few miles of each other.  

As the kids got older we wanted to be in our own 
home at Christmas.  My husband wanted to play with 
the Tinkertoys, Lincoln logs, and Lego sets the boys 
received.  The boys played more with those building 
toys on the 26th than they did on the 25th.  They 
didn’t have to share with Dad.

I, in my great wisdom, decided we should have our 
own family traditions since we were now at our own 
home on Christmas.  I decided we would have oyster 
stew every Christmas Eve and we did for a year or 
two.

Then the middle kid decided to revolt (it’s always 
the middle kid.  I say that because I was a middle 
kid).  He did NOT like oyster stew.  Why did we 
have to have oyster stew anyway?  I explained the 
tradition.  He didn’t care.  He wanted to know if his 
uncle Jim was having oyster stew on the 24th and 
wanted to call and ask him.  So we let him call  to 
Kansas and ask.  He found out they were having 

pizza.  Boy, did he ever put up a howl over that piece 
of information.  I don’t remember everything he said 
but he was not happy.  Then the other kids said they 
really didn’t like oyster stew either.  Let’s just say that 
we never had oyster stew again.  Sometimes you just 
need to let a tradition die.
I wish all of you blessing in the new year.

Dot Burkholder

THE HISTORY CORNER
Greetings Master Gardener Volunteers,

As winter fills our gardens with snow and we 
wrap up 2017 along with all the Christmas presents 
lovingly placed under our trees, I’d like to ask 
you all to reflect on what it was that led you into 
becoming a Master Gardener Volunteer.   Wouldn’t 
it be nice to share the histories of our members?  
What experiences, joys, and needs led you to this 
organization?  At our last General Meeting I asked 
members to consider sharing old pictures taken 
through the years at Master Gardener events by 
bringing them to our next General Meeting...I’m 
hoping you will share those history gems along with 
the accompanying stories.  Let’s  create a scrap 
book we can share with our new members we will be 
welcoming next month.  
Thanks in advance for your consideration 
Merry Christmas To All!!!!!
Carrie Moore

http://allrecipes.com/recipe/12862/
oyster-stew/photo

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year from 
the staff at Ohio State University Extension 

of Clark County.
Pam Bennett
Jo Brown
Laura Dillion
Kathy Green
Laura Halladay
Holly Hogan
Patti Holbrook
Patty House

Nancy Lyons
Kathy McConkey
Janet Wasko Myers
Linda Newman
Eric Roberts
Iraida Salas
Meighan Schutte
Erin Trempe
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