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Carolyn at her retirement party. Friday, Dec. 6, 2016.

Mark Your Calendar

2 New Years Day - Office Closed
9 12-2 Office Conference

10 1:30-3:30 SPGA Planning Cmte

1 1-3 Garden Fling Mtg-sm conf rm
4:45-5:30 Perennial Cmte-sm conf rm
6:00 General Mtg-OSUE Ig conf rm

8-4 Perennial Plant Symposium
Columbus Conv. Cntr

ML King Day- Office Closed
9-11 Garden of Eatin’ sm conf rm
B&B articles due

9-12 FT/Greenhouse training-
lg conf rm

1:30-3:30 Fund Raising-sm conf rm
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President’s Message

| hope everyone had wonderful holidays with
family and friends. | for one am ready for a little
bit of time to do nothing and to have no particular
schedule. We are into a new year, 2017, and |
am looking forward to starting phase one of our
garden design plan for Snyder Park. Pam Ben-
nett shared with the Board on December 16 a
drawing of a pavilion for our Snyder Park gar-
den that was custom designed, and people, it
is exciting! | feel the residents of Clark County
will begin to see our dream for this garden and
the direction we are planning to go. The pavilion
will be used in the future for meetings, weddings
and receptions and so much more. We also have
Susie Broidy bringing her
ideas to the park with the
Garden of Eatin’ which will
be developed in the spring.
The Early Ohio Settler’s
garden is hoping to add
an outhouse this summer
which we will use as a shed
for our tools. Fred Miller will
be working on the second
summer of the turf plots and
Ed Wozniak will be working
on his third year at the Vic-
tory Garden that provides
fresh produce for the Second Harvest organiza-
tion. This is a great community project that helps
people who are in need. The field trials will be
spending another year in their location but hope-
fully in the next few years they will be moving to
around the pavilion as our feature garden. Kathy
McConkey and her fellow Master Gardener
Volunteers planted a river of daffodils for all of us
to enjoy this spring. As you can see there are a
great deal of projects coming soon and more ex-
citement yet to be. So, | hope you will volunteer
for a garden or two and get involved in what is
happening at the park. We also need to remem-
ber we have a wonderful garden at Utzinger in
Madison County as well as opportunities to work
at the Fair Flower Show. | hope you enjoy your
break but remember we are going to be busy in
the gardens in the spring. Thanks for all you do.

Jean Rickards

el g ' 2 i
ulbs that will become a river.

Pam’s Posies

Dear Master Gardeners;

Dateline: December 26 — my first seed catalogues arrived! De-
cember 27, | was ready to go out and buy plants and get started in
the garden. Truly, | can do without these next 3 months! However,
we have a lot of planning and meetings in order to get ready for the
spring, so we really need the cold weather, otherwise, we would
want to be outside.

Speaking of outside — we have some incredibly tough people!

Wow! A huge thanks to Kathy McConkey and her tough crew of

bulb planters who worked at Snyder Park Gardens and Arbore-

tum during that freezing spell just before Christmas. They
finished planting 1,200 more bulbs, adding to the 2,000 already
planted. They worked in pretty harsh conditions and got the job
done. Abig thanks also to Geoff Stridsberg for his help with this
project. You can work wonders with that bobcat Geoffl Thanks also
to the Board of Trustees for sending him a thank you gift card! He
, has been a huge help!

| also want to thank Kathy McConkey for
her leadership not only on getting the bulbs
in the ground but also for getting rid of the
green shed at the old Gateway site. It was
the only remaining item we had to deal with
and she was able to arrange it! Thanks to
John Eichelberger and Ed Wozniak for their
hard labor. They dismantled and hauled it
to the dump. We are completely done with
Gateway!!!

| also want to say good luck to John
Eichelberger as he takes a sabbatical and
treks across the country once again. Good
luck and best wishes for safe travels John — we will miss you this
year!

| hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season with family
and friends. We certainly did — except for the flu or some kind of
nasty virus that ran through everyone in our family starting Christ-
mas day. Yuk! [|hope thatis it for the season.

| am really excited about this year. Be sure to come to the gen-
eral meeting to see what the Pavilion Committee is proposing for the
new gardens. We keep saying that we want extraordinary and not
ordinary and they have been working with the designer to come up
with an incredible design for the pavilion!

As | said at the November meeting, we have really made
progress with the gardens. It took several years at Gateway to get
where we were. You all should be proud of your accomplishments
in 2016. | know that | am very proud of you!

Thanks for all you do for Ohio State University Extension and the
Master Gardener Volunteer program! You truly make my job a joy!

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticualture

o Ohio State University Extension



THE CORNER

Since we are in between MGV Coordinators, |, Jo,
will be filling in January’s information.

The following items must be complted to qualify as
an Active Master Gardener Volunteer in 2017.

1. Complete the recertification process on the
VMS. Please read the 3 documents and agree to the
terms. Complete by December 31, 2016.

2. Print the Form for Yearly Dues which is on
the VMS and mail to George Simon postmarked by
December 31, 2016.

3. Sign up for the committees/projects you
want to participate in 2017.

Below is a list of programs providing Continuing
Education Credits for Master Gardener Volunteers.
Look for more information or updates on these
programs on the VMS Calendar & Blades & Blooms
Newsletters.

2017 opportunities to get your 10 hours of CE
Credits.

January 15 — Perennial Plant Symposium, Conven-
tion Center,

Columbus, OH.
February 25 — Wildlife Workshop at Heritage Center,

By Law Change

We need to look at making a change already
to our By-Laws and | think this will happen as
we start to use them. The By-Laws are on the
VMS under documents — they are down at the
bottom area. Do not go to the Code of Regula-
tions as these are no longer in use. It is Article
V under section 2 Board of Trustees concerning
the replacement of officers if they die, resign or
refuse to serve. We provided how to replace our
President, President-elect, Secretary and Trea-
surer but we did not state what to do concerning
Immediate Past President or Members at Large.
So under New Business at our General meeting
on January 11th | feel we need to discuss this
issue and make an amendment to this section.
Please check it over and be ready to discuss
how you would like to handle it.

Thanks,
Jean Rickards, President

Springfield, OH.
March 2 — Perennial Flower School, Hollenbeck Bay-
ley, Springfield, OH.

March 18 — Backyard Vegetable Workshop, Spring-
field, OH.

April 1 — Garden Fling, Kenton Ridge High School,
Springfield, OH.

April 10 — Pruning Woodies at Utzinger Garden,
London, OH.

April 26 — Continuing Education Program, OSU Ex-
tension, Springfield, OH.

April 28 — Diagnostic Workshop, OSU Athens Coun-
ty, Athens, OH.

June 2 — Diagnostic Workshop, OSU Clark County,
Springfield, OH.

June 12 — Pruning Perennials at Utzinger Garden,
London, OH.

June 22 - Fair Flower Show Program, OSU Exten-
sion, Springfield, OH.

June 22 — Garden Walk, Snyder Park Gardens and
Arboretum, Springfield, OH.

June 23 — Diagnostic Workshop, OSU Hardin Coun-
ty, Kenton, OH.

July 10-14 — International MGV Conference, Port-
land, Oregon.

July 18 — Garden Tour & Brown Bag, Snyder Park
Gardens & Arboretum, Springfield, OH.

August 11 — Diagnostic Workshop, Secrest Arbore-
tum, Wooster, OH.

September 19-21, Programs at Utzinger Garden,
Farm Science Review, London, OH.

September 29-30 — MGV State Conference, Colum-
bus, OH.

October 25 — Trees for Ohio Workshop, Snyder Park
Garden & Arboretum, Springfield, OH.

November 4 — Focus on Local Food Event, Spring-
field, OH.

Thank you for all of your time and energy that you
have given for the OSU Extension of Clark County’s
MGV program.

Happy New Year!!

Jo Brown



CommITTEE REPORTS
HELPLINE

Please sign up for Helpline on the https://ohio.volun-

teersystem.org for the Thursdays in April thru August,
9 to noon, on the days that you would like to work.

We are only doing Helpline on Thursdays this season.

If you are having trouble signing up on the VMS, call
Rick or Ed.

Remember: What do you get when you cross a
snowman with a vampire?... Frostbite

Rick McKinstry and Ed Wichael

GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE

A Garden Fling meeting will be held on Wednesday,
January 11, 2017 in the small conference at 1:00 p.m.
All committee members and interested personnel are
asked to attend. This year’s event will be held on April
1, 2017 at Kenton Ridge High School.

Ed Wozniak

FIELD TRIAL/GREENHOUSE
COMMITTEE

We just wanted to remind everyone that we will
be having our Greenhouse Training day at OSU
Extension on Tuesday, January 24, 2017. The
meeting will be in the large conference room, from
9:00 a.m. until noon.

Please plan on attending this meeting if you want to
work in the greenhouse this year. You will be able to
start signing up for greenhouse workdays at that time.
The sign-up sheet will only be for the first month or
so. After that you may sign up on the VMS.

Cathy and | are working on an easier way do the
sign-up procedure. Hopefully it will work smoothly for
everyone.

Cathy Zernechel and Linda McCann

FUND RAISING

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! Thank you
Ruth Ann Rahim for your years as Fundraising Chair-
person. Best of luck to you & your family. The torch
has been passed to me by Jean Rickards. To get the
year started the 1st Organizational Fundraising meet-
ing will be Thursday, January 26, 2017, 1:30-3:30 in
the Small Conference Room. Thanks to all of you.

Fabenne Brandenburg

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Master Gardeners are crazy!!! Crazy tough, crazy
fun, crazy dedicated. And what does that make our
friend, Geoff Stridsberg? What am | talking about,
you ask? On Wednesday, Dec. 14, on a freezing
cold, snowy afternoon, there was a “Work and Was-
sail” planting day at SPGA. Tom Davidson, Sue Ann
Dill, Dennis Latimer, Linda McCann, Kathy McCon-
key, Donna Myers and Lois O’Keefe laid out about
1,200 daffodil bulbs (in addition to the 2,000 bulbs
planted in October), while Geoff dumped bucket
loads of soil over the top of the bulbs. We took turns
warming up in the Clubhouse enjoying “wassail” and
Schuler’s Christmas cookies. We were done in a
couple hours! So be on the lookout for our River of
beautiful daffodil blooms this spring. Coincidentally,
the National Garden Bureau has designated 2017
as the Year of the Daffodil. For more information go
to http://ngb.org/year_of/ In addition, the daffodil is
symbolic of re-
birth and new
beginnings.
How very ap-
propriate is
that when it
comes to our
SPGA?!

Next PC
Meeting:
Wednesday,
January 11,
4:45-5:30 p.m.
in the Small
Conference
Room, OSUE.
Perennial Committee will brainstorm ideas for a pos-
sible event to coincide with bloom time of the “River.”
Speaking of Perennial Committee, anyone interested
in being on this committee needs to go to the VMS,
click on Projects, click on Perennial Committee, scroll
clear to the bottom of the page and click on “Volun-
teer for Project.” Signing up for this committee will
ensure you receive emails with announcements, etc.
pertinent to Perennial Committee. Welcome one and
all!

Kathy McConkey & Dot Burkholder

I/ (w :
Crazy Master Gardeners at bulb
planting. Lois O’Keefe, Donna Myers,
Kathy McConkey, Geoff Stridsberg,
Tom Davidson and Sue Ann Dill.




FOCUS ON LOCAL FOOD SUMMIT

On December 14, OSU Extension hosted a Focus
on Local Food Summit follow-up meeting. The event
went very well! We had 30 attend to hear the event
summary from November before discussing future
plans. We had brewers and wineries, food pantries
and producers, the CVB and the Health Department,
and more all represented.

The discussion began with where we may want
to go as a coalition and how we might implement
a Co-Op. Numerous attendees volunteered to be
a coalition member to represent their interests as
well as work toward the creation of a Co-Op and
shared-use kitchen. Additionally,
Springforward is interested in
using the Meyers Market build-

ing (formerly Elderly United) as ' i ,& :

a location for the shared-use
kitchen, meaning that this mo-

mentum must continue to keep =
their involvement! Our job now 2 ==
is to continue to educate the . =

community about our efforts and ==
to gather information about in-
terested food producers’ needs
for a shared-use kitchen and/or
their interest in a local food Co-
Op. This will be helpful in putting
together a project business plan
for Springforward.

A meeting January 17 (time =
TBA) will discuss the possibili- =

fies

ties of a Co-Op and Kitchen. We | F1— ‘ = = —

would like our producers that
plan to be present to arrive with
a kitchen wish-list and any other additional comments
or needs for their business. Having an understanding
of what materials are needed in the kitchen will allow
us to have a more streamlined discussion about how
to achieve our goals for the space. We will be making
efforts in the coming month to meet with producers
about using a kitchen and Co-Op as well.

For a kitchen wish-list form or more information
about how to get involved, contact Eric Roberts at
roberts.1680@osu.edu or 937.521.38

Eric Roberts
Program Assistant
OSU Extension, Clark County

roberts.1680@osu.edu
707.621.2593

HOLIDAY DECORATION
WORKSHOP/CANCER CENTER

RECORD BROKEN AGAIN!!!

On December 8, Master Gardener Volunteers
made 140 Christmas door swags and gave them to
patients at the Springfield Cancer Center beating last
year’s record of 120 swags. Each swag was different,
unique and beautiful. The talent in our group is
amazing!

A lot of work goes into such an undertaking and
many people were involved. We had a workshop
day at OSU Extension where beautiful bows were
made and attached to pinecones and
Christmas decorations, mostly donated.
On December 2, a few of us went to
S= Kathy McConkey’s and Pam Thullen’s
homes to cut greens. Next day, we went
to Southgate Baptist Church and cut more
greens. Also went to Pam Bennett's home
to pickup up a load of greens she had cut.
, | also cut greens from my yard. Also, a
=-|__§| couple other people brought in greenery
__—1 | tothe cancer center. We had a LOT of
e greenery! But, it takes a lot to make over
140 swags.

Master Gardeners involved were: Jo
Brown, Pam Bennett, Joyce Studebaker,

*f Loretta Blazer, Nancy Best, Deb Dean,

Janet Hannel, Barbara Hartings, Theresa
—38 | Gregory, Janet Heater, Susan Kogler,
Jean Rickards, Peggie Elsnau, Diane

Catenacci, Wendy May, Pam Thullen, Rita

Young, Sue Ann Dill, Donna Myers, Rita

Dalton, Laura Foley, Terry Reid, Connie
Kersery, Marilyn Hinderer, Linda Asebrook, Sally Day,
Sheila Drennen, Dot Burkholder, Jan O’Neill, Karen
Titone, Fabenne Brandenburg , Peggy Shank , Kathy
McConkey and Natheta Mercer. | am sorry if | missed
listing anyone . Thank you all so very much for giving
of your time and your many talents.

Again, we made a lot of members of our community
know we care and helped brighten their holidays. The
patients were so grateful. | believe each of us came
away with a renewed appreciation for all that we have
and all that we can share with others . Thank you all
again for being part of such a great organization.

Happy holidays to you all!
With peace, love and gratitude,

Natheta Mercer



THE HISTORY CORNER

Happy New Year Master Gardeners!

This year brings a new president into the White
House. It might be warming in this January cold to
look back at White House landscapes past. Gardens
throughout history have been used in metaphor
to invoke visions of color and great beauty as well
as moments of peace and tranquility or struggle,
hardship, and mastery. President Ronald Reagan
in 1986 declared the rose the national floral emblem
of the United States of America. Claiming it as a
symbol of life and devotion as well as love of God,
of mankind, and of country. His inspiration, perhaps,
reflective of the view just outside the Oval Office.
Author Jennifer Potter, describing what she found
during a 2008 visit to the White House Rose Garden
during the Bush administration notes, “...five of the
Rose Garden’s ten rose varieties commemorated
Republican presidents or their wives: ‘Pat Nixon’,
‘Barbara Bush’, Ronald Reagan’, Nancy Reagan’ and
Laura Bush’, while all the roses honoring Democrats
had been uprooted, among them ‘Lady Bird
Johnson’, John F. Kennedy’ and Rosalyn Carter’.”
First Lady Michelle Obama'’s Victory Garden reflects
the national concern with a need for healthy diet. The
south lawn of the White House in 1918 witnessed
a herd of Hampshire sheep in residence as garden
projects waned a result of World War |. Gardens
are and have always been from the very beginning,
dynamiclly interwoven in our national story.

More pictures from Carolyn’s retirement
party. See additional pictures in the picture
album on VMS.

Carrie Moore

Winter s the seasov inv
. 8th  Pawmv Thullew
which people try to-keep 156h Sm oS
the house as wowm s herri Summery
it was invthe ssummer, 16th  SusarvKogler
whew they complained 17t Mary Ellew Mawrtiny
about the heat. 26th  Fabenne Brandenburg
~Author Unknown 26th Fred/ Miller
26th  LolaWalston

31t GeneCliftonw




Plant of the Month
NEW PLANTS

I’'m writing this before the deadline so | can record
my hours for the year. | still have a present or two to
buy but the bulk of shopping is done. Seems like |
bought one present for someone else and three for
me. My credit card is smoking.

That card needs to cool off because come spring |
will be buying new plants. My goal is not to buy any
plants online in February. In February I'm rested
up from the garden season and think | have lots of
energy. | don’t. Springcomesand| __
have all those plants arriving plus all [S§8
the other work to do.

| thought | would list some new
plants for 2017 that you might like
to plant. Just because something is
new doesn’t always mean it lives up
to all the hype.

Night Sky petunia has an unusual
purple and white flower pattern on a
vigorous plant.

Those purple with white blooms
deserve a second look. One 4 inch
plant can nearly fill a 12 inch con-
tainer. As summer warms up, the

white spots are smaller and fewer. The height is 10 —

16 inches. You can order from Burpee.

Archangel Cherry Red from the Archangel series is
well-known for its large flowers. Cherry Red is a new

Night Sky petunia from
www.ballseed.com

color to enjoy. The plants branch well and you’ll have
lots of flowers.

‘Little Moonshine’ is a dwarf yarrow that won't flop.
Remove flower stems as they fade to get a light
rebloom in a few weeks. Height will be about 9 — 12
inches tall. Deer seldom bother this plant. | have the
perfect spot for this plant.

‘Plum Cascade’ heucherella is the first heucherella
with purple foliage. This series has colorful foliage
and a trailing habit. Grow as a ground cover to fill in
between other shade perennials in your border. I'm
a pink, purple plant person so this looks good to me.
Plant in a container or hanging basket and let the foli-
age drape over the edge. Height is

s | Seaside Serenade Fire Island

@ | ‘Hortfire’ hydrangea will give you
g |ovely flowers on strong stems. In
B late spring you have lightly serrated
Bl wavy pink edged blooms on strong
stems that don’t flop. As summer
gets hotter, the pink changes to white
and the petals even out. The deep
green foliage looks good all season.
Fire Island blooms on old and new
wood and won’t need much pruning.
Grow in full sun. Do we need this
plant at Snyder Park?

Happy planting in the new year.
Dot Burkholder

Above: Kathy McConkey
making a snow angel.
Right: Dennis Latimer
planting bulbs. e

Bulb planting at the
Snyder Park Gardens
and Arboretum

MGVs at bulb planting. Donna
Myers, Lois O’Keefe, Geoff
Stridsberg, Linda McCann, Tom
Davidson, Sue Ann Dill.




THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension

Clark County

3130 East Main Street

Springfield, OH 45505

www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

HAPpPY New Year

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of OSU Extension, Clark County, 3130 East Main
Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Volunteer advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity



