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Mark Your Calendar for March

Garden Clean-up
Perennial Flower School
Wildflower Walk

Plant Sale greenhouse
Office Conference

FT Work Day

Plant Sale greenhouse
Utzinger Start-up meeting
Clark CTC-Jaguar Room
Social

General Meeting-Lg conf. rm

Perennial Committee meeting
Prestwick Village Circle Club
House

Fair Flower Show Committee
Sm conf room
Wildflower Walk

Daylight Savings Spring Forward

Seeding at Witt greenhouse
Turf Comittee-Sm conf. room
Plant Sale greenhouse

FT Work Day
Plant Sale greenhouse
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Garden Fling-Sm conf. rm
FT Work Day

10-11:30 Behind the Scenes Meadow
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View Tour
Wildflower Walk

Backyard Vegetable Garden

B&B articles due
Plant Sale greenhouse

Early Oh Settlers-Sm conf. rm
FT Work Day
Plant Sale greenhouse

Field Trip Committee-Sm conf.
rm
FT Work Day

Wildflower Walk

Plant Sale greenhouse
FT Work Day

Plant Sale greenhouse
Fundraising, Lg conf. rm
FT Work Day

Wildflower Walk
Garden Fling Set up




President’s Message

It is hard to believe we are in the month of March
and spring is just around the corner. This winter has
been a mild one and like many of you, | have bulbs
peeking up from my flower beds. | am being told that
by April, | should be able to get back to gardening
and living what | call my ‘normal’ life and | cannot wait
until this is true. | was able to get to our Board meet-
ing on February 8th. | also attended the Plant and
Barn Sale planning meeting on February 15th lead by
Marilyn Hinderer and Loretta Blazer. This plant and
barn sale will be held at Snyder Park on Saturday,
May 6th from 9:00-1:00. | also got to the Backyard
Vegetable Gardening Workshop meeting headed by
Eric Roberts. This will be happening at Springfield
High School on Saturday, March 18th from 8:30-3:30
for $35.00. | have been working on some final items
for the Garden Fling which is chaired by Ed Wozniak
and will take place on Saturday, April 1st from 8:30-
3:30 at Kenton Ridge High School. | know there has
been a lot going on with the Field Trials greenhouse
and | am sorry to say | was unable to attend their
workshop and so | will not be able to help out this
year. | always enjoyed the planting and watching the
plants reach their flowering stage. So | think all of
you can see that our Master Gardeners have a lot to
be involved in and if you have not gotten involved,
please do get involved. I, for one, am looking forward
to the Central Ohio Perennial Flower School be-
ing held on Thursday, March 2nd from 9:00-4:15 at
the Hollenbeck Bayley Creative Arts & Conference
Center. | hope to see you at our General Meeting on
Wednesday, March 8th at 6:30. We will be looking at
Article V Section 2 of our By-Laws concerning vacan-
cies of Immediate Past Presidents and Members at
Large. | will see you there and again, | thank you for
all you do.

Jean Rickards

JSummer Assistant Needed for Snyder\
Park Gardens and Arboretum
Dennis Latimer is willing to work part-time
at Snyder Park and part-time at Utzinger. This
means we will need to hire another part-time (20
hour) person to help him with Snyder Park (we
had a full-time 40 hour person last year). If you
know of any high school student or a youth from
your church or a grandchild who is a good worker
and would like a part-time summer job, please
have them contact Janet Myers 937.521.3873 or

myers.31@osu.edu as we will begin the hiring
process soon.

Dear Master Gardener Volunteers;

Congratulations to all who were honored at the
Recognition Celebration! | am so proud to be a part
of such an amazing group of volunteers. The eve-
ning was truly a joy and working with you is even
more of a joy! | have the best job in the world and
it's all because | get to work with some pretty amaz-
ing people - HORT Team included in this list! Thanks
to Judy Niggemeyer for her leadership for this event
and thanks to the entire Recognition Committee. It
was a fun night and very organized!

Can you believe it's almost spring? This weather
has been great and | got some lettuce planted in a
raised bed on Feb. 18th. The soil was perfect for
planting and the seeds got a nice little rain right after.
We'll see what happens - | am more than ready for
the garden season to begin.

The Pavilion Committee is hard at work on plans
for a unique design for the structure. | can’t wait to
see what they come up with. | am meeting with a
group of people who will be helping us with raising
the funds for this project and all of the other gardens.
Watch for more details on the progress.

This is a great time of the year for gathering your
required Continuing Education credits. Many of our
neighboring counties are offering programs as well as
our own programs (Perennial Flower School, Veg-
etable Garden Workshop, Garden Fling!). Don’t wait
until December to get these credits!

And of course, don’t forget that our wildflower walks
begin on March 3rd. It's always interesting to see
what’s out in the early part of the season. The way
things are going right now, we may see more than
we normally do for the first of March. These walks
are open to anyone (bring a friend) and are usually
about 2 hours long. The hike is somewhat strenuous,
especially at the end when we go back up the hill.
Contact me if you have any questions or concerns
about whether or not you can do the hike.

Enjoy the rest of the winter as once spring hits we
will be busier than a beaver!

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension



Janet’s Junipers

So who is this person who is our new Program Assis-
tant?

Janet Wasko Myers is a Program Assistant, Horticul-
ture in Clark County who will soon be celebrating her
29th year with OSU Extension. She was a 4-H Agent in
Richland County from 1981-1983, a 4-H Program Lead-
er specializing in School Enrichment in Clark, Greene
and Madison Counties from 1992-1999, a Family and
Consumer Sciences Educator in Madison County from
1999-2005, a 4-H Educator/County Extension Director
in Madison County from 2005-2015 and a 4-H Educator
in Clark County from 2015-2016. Janet has a Bachelor
of Science in Agriculture, a Master of Science in Agri-
culture and a Master of Arts in Education, all from The
Ohio State University.

Teaching and learning continue to be Janet's OSU Ex-
tension passion and the focus of what “energizes” her.
What she enjoys most, however, is working with dedi-
cated, enthusiastic, knowledgeable and “Get It Done”
volunteers. Without the volunteers in OSU Extension,
we would not be able to “reach out” to the significant
numbers of individuals, families, communities and agen-
cies in Clark County.

From her Appalachian Ohio roots, born along the Ohio
River town of Martins Ferry, she was raised in Adena
by good family, friends, and community. In her youth,
she was a member of the Adena Carnation 4-H Club
and has fond memories of Mrs. Stella Fillipovich, 4-H
Advisor, cooking and sewing projects and Ken Simeral,
Jefferson County 4-H Agent. See, we do remember the
volunteers, programs, and Extension people who had a
strong and positive impact on us.

Her Dad and Mom instilled in her a high regard for
education, achievement and community service. Her
parents were born in 1913 and 1915, respectively, and
graduated from high school and post-high school edu-
cation which was very unusual for their “day and time”.
Dad was a Hanna Coal Company Supervisor and Mom
was a Hair Stylist. Dad would always say “l want your
life to be easier than ours so you will get a college
education!” and Mom would add “Education is what
you remember after you have forgotten what you were
taught.” Obviously, they are the reason she became an
Educator and Program Assistant with OSU Extension.
A special thanks to her Dad and Mom for guiding her to
a career which is exciting, ever-changing, challenging,
rewarding, and yes, educational!

Janet married her high school sweetheart, Scott, in
1983. They currently live on their 70 acre farm, Myers’
Mini Acres, in South Vienna. Cattle, horses, a donkey,
an orphan calf which is bottle fed at 5:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m., “spoiled” barn cats, and making hay occupy their

time and energies on the farm. Janet and Scott enjoy
OSU Football, OSU Basketball and the finer things in
life like finding time to go to the farm pond to catch 4
inch “Big Bass”. They are involved in rodeo as Scott

is a past calf roper and a current team roper and Janet
was a barrel racer. Ohio High School Wrestling is a
winter sport they enjoy as Scott is a 29 year state wres-
tling official and Janet goes to the matches to protect
him from those individuals who do not like the calls he
makes.

Just so you know, some of Janet’s favorite sayings
follow: “I'm so busy I don’t know if | found a rope or lost
my horse.”; “I'm So Far Behind | Think I’'m First.”; “Life
is Great!”; and “Education is what you remember after
you have forgotten what you were taught”. Thanks for
taking the time to get to know Janet. When you see her
at educational events, meetings or the office, make sure
and say “Hi” as she looks forward to getting to know
and working with everyone in the Clark County OSU
Extension Master Gardener Program!

Janet Wasko Myers
Program Assistant,
Horticulture

Ohio State University
Extension

Jo’s Notes:

Thoughty and Pravyers

Please keep the following MGVs in your
prayers and thoughts!

Susie Anderson has had health issues. Her
address is 2150 Collier Road, Springdfield,
OH 45506.

Linda McCann's husband, David, is home
from his knee replacement surgery and vi-
rus. Their address is 1238 Glenmore Drive,
Springfield, OH 45503.

Lola Walston is home from her back surgery,
but she has a stress fracture of her right
hand. Her address is 4185 Grossepoint
Street, Springfield, OH 45502.




CommITTEE REPORTS
PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Please note that the next Perennial
Committee Meeting is on a different day, time
and location than is typical for us. Anyone who
would like to attend may come on Thursday,
March 9 from 10-11 A.M. at Prestwick Village
Circle Club House.

For details, go to the VMS Events Calendar,
click on the Perennial Cmte Meeting and scroll
to the “Event Description,” where you will find
directions.

Our “Behind the Scenes” tour is filling up!
Check out Dot’s article for more information.

Kathy McConkey and Dot Burkholder

NEWS YOU CAN USE

Want a fun way to get some of your
educational credits? | can help. We have
planned a ‘Behind The Scenes’ tour at Meadow
View Garden Center. We will see how they
do their shipping, planting, and all the other
things that happen behind the scenes. Some
of you have taken this tour before and said
they enjoyed it so much they would go again.
The date is March 17 at 10 A.M. The tour will
probably last 90 minutes, perhaps a little longer.
Meadow View informed me they plan to have
pansies available for sale at this time. If you
plan to attend this event, please call me at 937-
399-7229, call or text Kathy McConkey at 937-
624-9303, call or text Fabenne at 937-621-9448
and let us know by Thursday, March 9 if you will
be attending. If you live close to someone else
who is going it might be nice to carpool.

Remember you get CEU’s for this event. How
many? If the tour lasts 1 hour you get 1 credit, if
it lasts 2 hours you get 2 credits. You get CEU’s
for the length of the tour.

Dot Burkholder

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

Fundraising Committee held their 1st meeting for
2017, on Thursday, January 26.

Mark your calendar for up coming events:

Thurs., March 2, 2017 - Perennial Flower School,
Hollenbeck Bayley Creative Arts & Conference Cen-
ter.

Saturday, April 1, 2017 - Garden Fling - Kenton
Ridge High School.

Don’t forget you can earn CEU hours & eat at a fair
cost.

The Fundraising Committee will also hold a 50/50
drawing at both events. Be sure and check out the
fundraising table.

Items needed at the Garden Fling, Sat., Apr. 1, are
small (clean) yard ornaments, flower and garden
books, and flower catalogs. Do you have woodwork-
ing or hunting books you no longer need?

You can bring donations to OSU Extension office
by Mar. 30.

The Committee voted to increase the cost of the
gloves to $6.00 a pair / 2 pairs for $10.00 effective
March 9, 2017.

The gloves can be purchased for $5.00 a pair at the
Perennial Flower School and at the General Meeting,
March 8.

Thank you for the continued support,
Fabenne Brandenburg

HELPLINE

Helpline starts in April and continues thru August.
We are only working on Thursdays from 9 A.M. to
noon. That means there are 22 fewer days to vol-
unteer for Helpline. So sign up now on https://ohio.
volunteersystem.org or call me at 324-5344 (Rick).
Don’t lose a spot that you want, sign up now.

Remember: The trouble with being a leader today
is that you can’t be sure whether people are following
you or chasing you.

Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry




PLANT AND BARN SALE
COMMITTEE

The title of Plant $ale-ebration has been changed
back to the “Plant & Barn Sale.” This year’s date
is Saturday, May 6th from 9 A.M. - 1 P.M. at the
Snyder Park Club House. CRSI is letting us use
their greenhouse again to grow plants for our sale.
Our workdays will be Monday and Wednesday from
9 A.M.-12 P.M. The first greenhouse workday is
Monday February 27, 9 A.M.-12 P.M. when we will be
cleaning and getting it set up to start growing plants.
First potting / seeding day is March 6th. Check VMS
for all workdays. We have a few days planned for
digging and potting for plant donations and those
locations will be posted.

LaDonna is bringing back the Barn Sale! So as
you are cleaning out barns and sheds this spring, we
would love some gently used garden items for it.

If you are going to be doing any spring dividing
of your plants and want to get rid of the extras, |
have pots and potting soil you can pick up at the
greenhouse. It is best if you get them potted about 3
weeks before the sale so they have time to recover,
start growing and look great on sale day. Set up for
Sale day is Friday May 5th and you can drop them
off at the Club House that day. (We don’t have an
outdoor place to hold them over and keep them
watered).

1,000 bookmarks have been ordered. They will
be here in time for the Perennial Flower School and
Garden Fling. | will leave a supply with Janet at OSU
Extension and at the greenhouse so stop by and
grab some for your friends, neighbors, club members,
& businesses that will let you post them. | will also
have them at the General meeting. They look great
thanks to Linda Asebrook!

We will need workers for sale day. Sign up if
you have not done so yet. lItis a fun, busy morning
and you get to meet lots of gardeners!!

If you have any ideas, or plants or barn sale items,
please contact us.

Marilyn Hinderer, Loretta Blazer, LaDonna Lowe

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE

On Saturday, April 1st, we will have our Garden
Fling beginning at 8:30 A.M. at Kenton Ridge High
School. Set up time for Master Gardener Volunteers
is 5:00 P.M. on Friday at the school. Doors open at
7:00 A.M. on Saturday so anyone helping with the
vendors should plan on being there between 7:00
and 7:30 A.M. Also, | need vendors. If anyone has
any in mind contact me.

Ed Wozniak

GARDEN FLING RAFFLE

The Garden Fling Raffle is looking for donations of
all things GARDEN.

Have you been thinking about doing some spring-
cleaning? Well, don’t throw those things out. Bring
them to OSU Extension office and put them in the
back room. We will be collecting those items all
through the month of March, and will pick those items
up from OSU Extension office no later than March
28. After March 28th, you may bring those items to
set-up for donating on Friday, March 31.

If you have questions about the donations, please
call me at (937) 864-2454.

Thank you.
Becky Menozzi

UTZINGER GARDEN COMMITTEE

The first meeting of the year for Utzinger will be at
The Jaguar Room, 1901 Selma Road, Springfield
45505, on March 8, 2017 at 11:00 A.M. There is
a private meeting room off of the lunch room, and
a truly delicious lunch (including a salad bar) can
be purchased for a very reasonable price. Items
of discussion will include budgets, new Monarch
Garden, irrigation, new garden areas, and ideas
from Committee Members. If you are unable to bend,
work in the gardens, or have allergies that prevent
working at Utzinger, please consider attending and
contributing design ideas, or just encouragement, as
well as eating a delicious lunch!

Deb Dean, Marilyn Hinderer and Donna Myers

The March Meeting will be held at Springview Government Center on March 8, 2017. The Theme
is "March Madness," and we are looking forward to getting lots of good snacks that one could serve
while watching March Madness (college basketball playoffs, in case there are any persons like Deb,
who detest any and all sports on TV). Also, a note of Thanks once again to everyone who contributed
to the January Feast: it was once again over-the-top!

Deb Dean and Natheta Mercer



VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE

Gardening has started. Terry Fredrich plowed
the garden on February 18. He will till it about the
middle of March which will allow us to plant anytime
thereafter. Before any planting occurs, a major
cleanup is required around the fence area. Also
the fence needs to be stretched again. Leaves
have blown against the fence and will have to be
raked and blown out. | will put a work call for some
assistance with the cleanup in the mid March time
frame. | am planning to have all the onions and
potatoes planted by the end of March if seeds are
available.

Ed Wozniak

FIELD TRIALS/GREENHOUSE
COMMITTEE

We have had two planting dates so far and there
are quite a few seed trays sitting on the germination
bench getting tender loving care so they will grow big
and strong. The Ptilotus exaltatus (a new plant for us)
has already started to germinate. It can be commonly
called pink mulla mulla, lamb’s tail, or showy foxtail.
Other seeds that have been planted so far are vinca,
begonia, and torenia.

For those members of the Greenhouse committee
who are looking for more dates to work in the green-
house, please check on VMS. There have been a few
openings where someone has had to cancel, so you
might find a date that you can add a workday.

Cathy Zernechel and Linda McCann

3 Loix O’Keefe 19 Sally Day

4 DianwneChampney 20 VickiStalbird
5 RebeccaSirony 21 RobertHarley
6 SteveBroidy 24 Barbara Hall
9 PhlisFrysinger 25 Wendy May
11 Mindy Foley 26 DeniseHarris

18 Shonil Dattw

FAIR FLOWER SHOW COMMITTEE

The first committee meeting of the Fair Flower
Show Committee for 2017 will be held on Friday,
March 10, 2017 at 9 A.M., in the small conference
room.

All MGVs are invited.

We will be planning the year, and discussing our
educational program for 2017.

Please come and share all the ideas that you have.

Becky Menozzi, chair

HISTORY CORNER

March Greetings Master Gardeners!

There seems to be much interest in Snyder Park's
history. Established in 1895, the park has seen many
changes reflecting our community's interests and
ideas as well as budget needs. As we move forward
in creating a new chapter in that history, perhaps it
would be nice to share some of our own personal
memories of times spent in our park. Features of the
park change with the times. What once served as a
golf course is fastly becoming a garden and arbore-
tum and there are rumors that the area once served
as a horse track. Once upon a time a pair of swans,
Romeo & Juliet, (donated in 1984 or 1985 by Theo-
dore Chapman and Fredrick Raff) graced the frozen
lagoon and ice skaters breathed the crisp cool air
as the sound of skates filtered out through the trees.
Change is, of course, not only important but vital as
we all evolve. Yet, of equal importance, is the sense
of permanence which memory offers. In sharing
memories of Snyder Park as we shovel, plant, and
pull our way through change, perhaps both those
needs can be well served.

If you are interested in sharing, please email me.

Carrie Moore
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Plant of the Month

AMSONIA (am-SOWN-ee-uh)

DON'T SHOOT THE MESSENGER! | must ad-
mit that this is not one of my favorite plants. This
plant has lots of good qualities. So why doesn’t
it ring my chimes? | don’t know. Why do some
people love coffee (me) and others can’t stand it?
God gives us unique personalities.

This perennial is easy to grow. Just plant and
ignore them. That is a good feature. They like full
sun and will grow in most soils, even poor ones,
as long as you don’t let them dry out completely in
summer.

Amsonias usually don’t need any support unless

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Amsonia-
tabernaemontana-flowers

you plant them in the shade. They will reach a

height of 3 — 4 feet tall and wide. They don’t seem

to care about deadheading. However, if you cut
them back harshly after they bloom, they will pro-
duce new and thicker growth. This pruning can
help promote bushier growth on plants growing in
the shade.

The dense growth of this plant tends to keep
weeds from trying to poke their heads through
the ground. The plants never seem to die out in
the center or grow out of bounds. The clumps
will grow slowly in diameter the first 8 — 10 years,
and then stay put. You don’t really have to divide
them ,but you can divide if you want more plants.
Divide them when they are dormant so you can
see what you are doing. You can also take stem
cuttings.

These plants have light blue clustered, star-
shaped blooms. The flowers form dense clumps
of thick, rigid upright stems covered by narrow
lance-shaped, dark green leaves. These leaves

Nancy Best, 2016 inner
of the Behind the Scenes

of the Golden Trowel Award.
7

turn bright yellow in the fall and last a long time. The
Arkansas bluestar has fall color ranging from brilliant
yellow to orange-yellow to reddish orange.

You may want to combine Amsonias with Ajugas,
Bearded Iris, Chives, Hardy geraniums, Salvias, or
Lady’s Mantle just to name a few.

Amsonias can be used in the cutting garden, a
meadow garden, in a mixed border, or at the back of
beds and borders.

The qualities of this plant sound so good | may
have to change my mind and learn to love it.

Dot Burkholder
O 00000000000 OO O OOO

Some pictures from
our Recognition
Celebration.

More pictures

can be seen on

the Clark County
Master Gardeners
Facebook page

Richard McKinstry, 2016 Winner
of the James Looney Award.

Award.

Deb Dean, 2016 Winner

a.k.a. Peggy Shank



THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension

Clark County

3130 East Main Street

Springfield, OH 45505

www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark
County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Volun-
teer Advisor is Pam Bennett.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.



