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Very hardy MGVs on the first Iﬂower Walk of te season.
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Please Note: Due to space constraints, the Perennial Plant work
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in this calendar. Please check your emails for information or check the
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Mark Your Calendar
EASTER SUNDAY

Hort Staff
Office Conference

Garden Clean Up
Helpline

Utzinger work day CRSI grnhse
Garden Fling set up

Garden Fling

Pruning Shrubs/sm trees
@ Utzinger

Field trim Cmte sm conf rm
Board of Trustees

Helpline
Plant Sale dig @ Utzinger

SPGA Cmte at Clubhouse
4H Flower Beds Mtg Ig conf rm

Wildflower walk
Garden Art program @ SPGA

Plant sale dig @Tracy Cross’ house
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9:30-11:30

1-3
9-12
TBD

9-11:30
9-12

9-12
6-7
8:30-12
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B&B articles due because of vacation

Plant salad dig @Fabenne
Brandenburg’s house

Fundraising Cmte Ig conf rm
Garden Fling @ sm conf rm
Helpline

Plant Sale dig @ Pat Cain’s house
SPGA Jubilee Cmte location TBA
Fair Flower Show @ sm conf rm
Wildflower Walk

Downtown Springfield Cleanup

Plant Sale dig @ Richard
Hearlihy’s house

Utzinger work day

Plant Sale dig @Joan McLean’s
house

Helpline

Focus on Local Speaker @Ig conf rm
United Way Community Service Day
Wildflower Walk




PrRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

There are lots of sayings about April, reflecting
different views about that now-it's-Spring-no-it’s-not
month. Mark Twain wrote that “The first of April is the
day we remember what we are the other 364 days
of the year.” That’s a fitting beginning for consider-
ing the choices we make this month—do we plant
after the first warm week of the month, or suck it up
and wait until May? If we can’t wait, what can survive
outside, and what do we start inside? “April is the
cruelest month,” wrote T.S. Eliot; and the frost-bitten
plantings we set out too early are a yearly reminder
to gardeners.

Still, “April is a promise that May is bound to keep,”
as Hal Borland observed; and the “starts” taking
place in our several greenhouses confirm our opti-
mism that, by May, our hard work will pay off.

At our last general meeting, too, the numerous
announcements of first committee meetings made
it clear that Master Gardeners of Clark County are
ready for the growing, and building, part of the year.
The work at Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum
this year will include the completion of the Garden of
Eatin’, and, with luck, the completion of plans for a
water system and for the Pavilion. Financial commit-
ments for SPGA, from the Springfield/Clark County
community, are ramping up as well. It seems that
Christopher Morley was right on the mark in noting
that “April prepares her green traffic light and the
world thinks ‘Go!””

At the general meeting, we had to red-light the
discussion concerning whether or not we should
contribute to or otherwise assist with the plans to
create and maintain flower boxes in Springfield this
year. Since this is a decision we need to make soon,
I invite MGVs to register their views and rationales.
If you have an argument for or against our participa-
tion of some sort, would you send me, or Pam, your
considered opinion?

At the risk of being a nag, | want also to remind you
that your pledges are really needed for our project of
naming a garden for Master Gardeners. What better
way to remind the community of our role in making
SPGA a showplace in the community. Our sincere
thanks to those of you who have already either
pledged or donated. We are well on our way.

With the tasks of planting—and naming—gardens
ahead of us, we will find, once again, our Spring
resolve. After all, “Can February March? No, but April
May!”

--Steve Broidy

Pam’s Posles

Dear OSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteers,

Old man winter just won’t leave us alone — right!
UGH. As someone mentioned to me recently, we
seem to have trouble with winter in the years that we
have MGV training classes. At least this has been
true for this year and the 2016 class.

Speaking of the intern class — WOW! As always,
it's one of the best classes ever! It's always exciting
to train new interns who are eager to volunteer.

Many of them have already started working on
projects. If you see a new face in a committee
meeting or at an activity, introduce yourself and get to
know them!

On April 27th we will once again be participating
in the United Way Community Service Day. The
morning kicks off at the band shell at the east end
of Snyder Park and once they break, the volunteers
move to their sites. Last year we had volunteers
from Clark Schaeffer and Hackett as well as Juvenile
Court. If you are interested in helping with this effort,
be at the clubhouse at 8:30 that morning. You will
be given a group of volunteers and tasks to complete
with their help. We will have pizza at noon to
celebrate our success! Please let Jo know if you are
able to help with this event.

| hate to miss Garden Fling this year as this is
an awesome event. | have a fantastic opportunity
that weekend that | couldn’t pass up. | was asked
to speak at the Tennessee Master Gardener
Conference and the West Virginia Conference.
Fortunately they are not very far apart and | can
make a round trip and enjoy the scenery and the
drive. They are ahead of us in terms of blooms and |
expect to enjoy spring down there first and then back
here! Good luck with this event and | know it will be
a huge success.

The Wildflower Walks have begun and spring is
definitely moving along, despite the weather. Each
week shows us something different. As always, if
the weather is threatening, check your email around
11:00 a.m. to see if we are still walking. In addition,
always check the VMS because the location may
change.

| can’t wait to see what this season brings to
Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum!

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension

Pam’s Posies cont. on pg. 8



Janet’s Junipers

Dear MGVs and MGV Interns,

On March 20th, I'm hoping you had a “Welcome,
1st day of Spring Celebration!” Here are some

quotes to encourage everyone to enjoy what'’s “just
around the corner:”

“No Winter lasts forever. No Spring skips its turn.”
“Spring breathes new life into the world around us.”
“Keep Calm. Spring is Coming.”

“In Spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like
dirt.”

“Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a
shoe full of slush.”

In the Spirit of the MGV Program,
Janet

Garden Fling - 2018 Garden Fling, April 7, Doors
open at 8:00 a.m., Sessions start at 9:00 a.m., Ad-
mission is $10.00 payable at the door, Kenton Ridge
High School, Keynote Speaker is Kylee Baumle,
Author of “The Monarch.” Garden Vendors, Raffle,
Breakfast & Lunch Available, Educational Programs
include: Grandparents, Gardens & “Grands”; Tree-
mendous; Rocks - | have to grow here?; Bees are
the Buzzzzzzzz; A to Z Vegetable Gardening; Herbs,
Herbs, & More Herbs; Virtual tour of Gardens in Eng-
land; Pruning - Nip & Tuck; and more.

For the Garden Fling Schedule and News Release
with Important Details, Go to: https://clark.osu.edu/,
Click on: Master Gardeners Volunteers, Click on:
Upcoming Clark County Gardening Programs and
Events.

Plant and Barn Sale - 2018 Plant & Barn Sale, May
5, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., Snyder Park Gardens &
Arboretum. Cash or Check Only. Sale items include
Perennials, Annuals, Herbs, Veggies, Best Garden
Gloves and MORE. Rain or Blue Skies. Additional
details to come on https://clark.osu.edu

You Want Us to do What? - | am asking all MGVs
and MGV Interns to keep their 2018 hours on the
VMS current and up-do-date as we go through the
program year. | will be doing Quarterly Reports on
January through March, April through June, July
through September, and October through Decem-
ber. | am “downloading your volunteer hours” from
the VMS on the following dates: April 2nd; July 2nd;
October 1st; and December 15th.

MGV Hours will be “downloaded” on April 2,
2018 - Don’t forget to continue to add your volunteer
hours to the VMS. | will be “downloading your volun-

teer hours” from the VMS on April 2, 2018. This will
include all the volunteer hours you worked from Janu-
ary 1 through March 31, 2018. Remember, we will be
using the information for a new Master Gardeners of
Clark County Quarterly Report which will be shared
with our funders, stakeholders, and collaborators.
Thank You!

Food Preparation/Service Policy & Procedures -
Master Gardener Volunteers of Clark County events/
activities/programs that include food preparation
and/or service for educational purposes, for sale,
donation or giving away, to raise funds or to
contribute to a recognition program/activity must
have a trained MGV on site the entire time. MGVs
can attend training on Wednesday, April 25, 2018

Janet’s Junipers cont. on pg. 7
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2nd, Roger Franky
4thv  Terry Reid

6thh Borwie Mowteny
7t Missy Hawley
8th LindaMcCarwv
11thv Kowen Titone
15th Janet Heater
24thv LindaHimes

30thy Kathy McConkey

Jo’s Notes:
Thoughts and Prayers

Fabenne Brandenburg had surgery for a knee
replacement on March 27th. Her address is 4660
Johnson Road, Springfield, OH 45502.

Susie Anderson’s husband, Melvin, has been sick.
His address is 2150 Collier Road, Springfield, OH
45506.

Please keep these people in your thoughts and
prayers and for all of the other MGVs that are hav-
ing health and life issues.

APRIL B&B ARTICLES deadline is the 15th be-
cause of vacation.




CommITTEE REPORTS
PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

The Perennial Committee met Wednesday, March
14. For minutes of the meeting, go to the VMS under
Newsletters/Documents (yellow box left, way at the
bottom), next go to the middle green section under
Documents, “Document Group” and click on Commit-
tee Meeting Meetings. Again in the green part, scroll
down to March 14, 2018 Perennial Cmte. Minutes.
Click on that, then click on “Download File” and “Allow”
to access the file.

If you enjoy adding garden art pieces to your gar-
den and would like some great information on design
tips for placing that art, and would enjoy”’making and
taking “home a beautiful dish flower, register for the
Art in the Garden & Make and Take Dish Flow-
ers program coming up on Sat. April 14 from 9-12
at the SPGA Clubhouse. Go to the VMS calendar
and Hort! Happenings!! for more details or follow the
instructions at Committee Meeting Minutes or email
Kathy McConkey at the office, mcconkey.4@osu.edu
for a copy of the registration form. Space is limited so
act soon! You could also call her at the office phone
number, 521-3860. LAST CHANCE! We will promote
at Garden Fling to fill the remaining spaces, if needed.
We are more than half full as of this writing.

The River of Daffodils is beginning to bloom! Check
it out. 3,500 plus daffodils with early, mid and late-
season bloom times make a spectacular show! A little
later, the day lilies will bloom, the ‘Blue Heaven'’ little
blue stem grass will grow and in the autumn, those
grasses will turn a lovely purple-blue.

These are new plantings, so remember the way of
perennials. “The first year they sleep, the second year
they creep and the third year they leap!” (shared by
Dot Burkholder)

Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder,
Fabenne Brandenburg, tri-chairs

GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE

The Garden Fling is on the 7th of April at Kenton
Ridge H.S. Doors open at 8;00 am for the paying
public and the event runs till about 2:30 p.m. Set up
times for MGVs in preparation for the event is sched-
uled at 5:00 p.m. Friday. The doors open on Satur-
day at 7:00 am for the vendors at which time help
will be needed for movement of vendor items into
the school. We need full participation from all Mas-
ter Gardener Volunteers to make this an on-going
event. Thank you for all your support.

Ed Wozniak and Jean Rickards

HELPLINE

April is here. That means the start of HELPLINE,
from April thru September every Thursday from 9
a.m. to noon. Now is the time to sign up on the
VMS or call Rick (324-5344). The dates are filling
fast. Only one day is open in April, four open in May,
two in June, two in July, and two in August. Our new
MGV Interns may sign up for any date they would like
to have, with no limit as to the number of volunteers
for that date.

5th 12th 19th 26th
Carrie Moore Mike Russel Mike Russel OPEN

REMEMBER: God made rainy days, so gardeners
could get the housework done.

Ed Wichael & Rick McKinstry

FAIR FLOWER SHOW COMMITTEE

The first committee meeting for the Fair Flower
Show is scheduled for Friday, April 20, 2018, at 9:30
a.m. in the small conference room.

All MGVs and Interns are invited to attend.

The Fair Flower Show Committee (FFS) is respon-
sible for working the show before, during and after
the Fair. This year the Clark County Fair is helping to
celebrate the bi-centennial of Clark County.

The FFS will be setting up at the Arts & Crafts
building on Thursday, July 19 —Time TBA, with
Exhibitor Check-In scheduled to begin at 3 p.m. on
Friday, July 20.

FFS committee and other MGVs will work the
Flower Show area each day of the Fair. Clean-up will
be on Saturday morning, July 28.

| recently discovered that the ‘computer gnomes’
had removed all names from the FFS committee on
the VMS, and then went back to remove the entire
Flower Show Committee. Janet Myers will be send-
ing out an email regarding this issue. | will be send-
ing an email to remind you of the FFS committee
meeting.

Remember, the meeting is Friday, April 20th. Come
and hear about Fair food, fun and flowers. OK, Pork
Chops, | said it!

See you on April 20th at 9:30 a.m. in the small con-
ference room.

Becky Menozzi, Chair, Nancy Best co-Chair.



FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

This is a message | received from Linda Asebrook,
after Linda, Jane Malowney & Fabenne worked at the
Backyard Vegetable Workshop “We are MGV, hear
us ROAR.” This statement goes out to all Master
Gardener Volunteers.

Keeping you informed:The Fundraising Commit-
tee collected over $2,300.00 between 2 events: 1.
Perennial School and 2. Backyard Vegetable Work-
shop.

Thank you to all that have registered for the Kroger
Community Rewards Program. From Nov. 1 to Jan.
31 there were 8 people signed up & $43.74 earned
for the Master Gardener Program. Next quarter, we
will do better as there have been more people that
have taken the time to get involved.

Remember to get your OSU/Michigan Raffle tickets.

Last year the organization collected over $1,300.00.

The potential this year is far greater. Thanks to
those that have gotten tickets. Thank you also to the
Interns for being so eager to be a part of all the Mas-
ter Gardeners’ have to offer.

Fabenne Brandenburg - Fundraising Chairperson
Jane Malowney - Fundraising Co-Chair

VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE

By the time you read this article, we will have
initiated the 2018 Victory Garden. You will be notified
by email for cleanup times and planting days. Every
thing is weather dependent so an early spring will
mean early planting. We are looking forward to
having the new members doing some of the planting
and weeding in the garden.

Ed Wozniak
UTZINGER GARDEN

April: Birds singing, flowers blooming, trees flinging
pollen to the wind, and Utzinger “springing” back to
life! The first workday for Utzinger will be on Monday,
April 9, 2018 at 9:00 a.m., and will be a Woodies
Pruning Workshop conducted by the Uber-Expert on
Pruning, Kathy McConkey. Come and earn an CEU
or two, check out the gardens, and enjoy a glorious
day at our favorite OSU Farm Science Review site
and garden! Bring your tools, and you can continue
where Kathy leaves off. There is a rumor of snacks,
and always water available. (We might be a bit
“Twitterpated” as it is Spring at Utzinger!)

Your Bloom Buddies: The Utzinger Committee!

e 6 ¢ 6 o o o o o o
HELP NEEDED!!!

¢ COME ONE, COME ALL!!

® Time for DOWNTOWN

° SPRINGFIELD CLEANUP

Date is Saturday, April 21, 2018 from 9:00 a.m.
to Noon.

® Checkin at the Heritage Center, 117 South
Fountain Ave. to sign in and meet up with fellow
® Master Gardeners. Parking is available at the

location.

o It's time for downtown Springfield cleanup

again! An easy way to get hours and help your
town look better all in one activity! Plus, you can
® bring your family and friends. All you have to do
is sign up on the VMS or e-mail Natheta Mercer
at: emnm1960@gmail.com or call Natheta at
325-5202. Also, let me know if you are stay-
@ ing for a free celebratory lunch at 11:30 a.m. at
the Heritage Center. There are also door prizes
@ given out during this time. Please RSVP to me
by April 6th so they know how many to plan for
® lunch.

Come on down and help in this worthwhile
project. This is the eighth year we have joined in
this cleanup. The city appreciates our help and
it is a great opportunity to get to know Master
Gardener Volunteers better. Please dress appro-
priately for the weather and bring your soil knife,
rake, and broom. The city does have a tool trailer
available. Wait to see our assignment before

@ Unloading your tools to see what we need. °®

| hope you will join us. We do have fun working
® together and having lunch. We will miss Peggie @
and Kathryn Elsnau and Claudia Jones this year.

® Thank you,
PY Natheta Mercer °®




GREENHOUSE COMMITTEE

The Greenhouse Committee has gotten quite a lot of
work done in the past month. All of our AAS seeds have
been planted and some have been transplanted to larger
pots. We have also received 14 varieties of annuals from
Dummen Orange and are waiting for the plants that are
coming from Proven Winners.

While all of the inside greenhouse work has been go-
ing on, there has been a very dedicated group of MGVs
and friends of MGVs working on building hardening off
tables and cleaning up the hardening off area behind the
greenhouse. To date, 16 tables have been constructed
with enough materials for 10 more (see picture below). A
huge thank you goes out to our construction crew: Harry
Zernechel, Terry Gregory, Dennis Latimer, Paul Mohler
and Drew Titone.

The hardening off area still has some weeds to clean
up, then we will put down landscape cloth under the new
benches to discourage weed growth.

We still have spaces for greenhouse team members to
work on April 3, 5, 17, 19 and 24. As well as May 1 and
3. On May 3 we hope to put all of the plants out on the
hardening off tables in preparation for putting them into
the field trial beds around May 15

Cathy Zernechel, Teresa Gregory and Linda McCann

New benches for the hardening off
area next to the greenhouse.

eaning u ti nded n area for
the new hardening off benches.

PLANT AND BARN SALE

Saturday, May 5th, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Mark your
calendars for the 2018 Plant & Barn Sale!

We are busy in the greenhouse getting lots of annu-
als, perennials, herbs and vegetables growing. Thank
you to all the great MGVs that have been helping to pot
up, trim, seed and water! If you would like to help in the
greenhouse, our workdays are Monday and Wednesday
from 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. The CRSI greenhouse is
located at 2030 North Limestone, next to Rally’s. Park
in the back lot and dress in layers. It feels like the trop-
ics in there!

We have several gardeners in the community who
donate plants to the sale. We have put together “Digs”
for these plants. We will be going out and digging and
potting up these plants for the sale. One of the “digs”
will be for sun tolerant hostas! The dates and locations
are listed on the VMS calendar. Bring tools to dig &
divide. The “Digs” will be:

April 12 (Thurs) 9 a.m.-Noon FSR, Utzinger Garden
April 14 (Sat) 9 a.m.-Noon 3507 Rockview Drive

April 17 (Tues) 9 a.m.-Noon Fabenne’s 4660
Johnson Rd

April 19 (Thurs) 9 a.m.-Noon 638 Dorchester Drive
April 21 (Sat) TBA 3262 East Leffel’'s Lane
April 24 (Tues) 9 a.m.-Noon 1336 Waltin Lane

If you would like to donate plants from your garden,
we have pots, tags and potting mix if needed. | would
recommend digging and potting no later than April 24th
so that the plants have time to recover and start new
growth. It will make them look their best by Sale Day.
Set-up will be Friday, May 4th, 3:00-6:00 p.m. and you
can drop them off at the SPGA Clubhouse or contact
Marilyn for pick up and she will care for them at her
house until set-up day.

If you are cleaning out sheds and garages and have
garden items that you would like to donate to the Barn
Sale, we have reserved the Clubhouse and you can
drop them off there on clean-up day (Wednesday, May
2nd) or Friday set-up day.

| will be sending out an email to everyone who would
like to work the Plant & Barn Sale with all the details for
set up and sale day. It is a great opportunity to meet
many gardeners in our area, help them select lots of
plants, answer lots of questions, and work together!! It
is truly a FUN Fundraiser for all of us!!

Questions or suggestions?? Contact Loretta Blazer,
Connie Mitchell or Marilyn Hinderer



Plant of the Month
BAPTISIA (bap-TEEZ-ee-uh)
Baptisia, wild indigo, false indigo

Batisias can offer interest in all seasons. In spring,
they add interest with their thick, asparagus-like
stalks, and then later their flowers appear. Their
dense, cloverlike blue-green leaves on sturdy stems
look good all summer and often the colorful seed-
pods are the finishing touch through summer and
fall. If you like lupines but not all the work they need,
(lupines prefer a more acid soil) baptisias are a good
substitute. Baptisias produce tall, lupinelike spikes of
pea-shaped flowers, but unlike lupines, baptisias are
long-lived.

In an older book | often use as a reference for
garden information, it states that baptisias bloom in
colors of blue, purple, and white. Since that book
was written, we

have now added
the color yellow

to the list. They
will bloom from

late spring to early
summer and reach
a heightof 3-4
feet and 3 — 4 feet
wide. They like full
sun to partial shade
and soil of average,
well-drained, cool
soil. If you've been
a MGV for some
time, you may
remember that we
had this plant at the
Gateway Learning
Gardens.

Baptisia minor, cultivated,
National Botanic Garden,
Washington, DC,

Author Katja Schulz from
Washington, D. C.

One drawback
to baptisias is that
they are slow to multiply. It takes a while for baptisia
seedlings to mature. You could sow them outside
in the fall; they’ll sprout the following spring. If you
go this route, sow where you want them to grow as
they quickly form a long taproot and are hard to move
without causing injury to the plant. Easy solution: buy
a plant at the garden center.

If you choose a blue-colored variety, you could use
a red-orange poppy as a contrast or echo the blue
with bearded irises. Good choices for the foreground
might be lady’s-mantle or fringed bleeding heart.

Baptisias are not subject to any serious disease or
insect problems.

If you decide to try baptisia this season, Meadow
View will have them for sale in late April. They will
have a yellow color but will not have very many of
any other color for sale.

Dot Burkholder

HISTORY CORNER

Greetings Master Gardener Volunteers,

Spring is here and gardeners around the world,
well, the northern hemisphere anyway, are looking
forward to the blooms and fruits of tomorrow even as
we remember the rich colors beckoning through yes-
teryear’s door. The first few lines in Robert Frost’s
poem, A Prayer in Spring, reminds us to enjoy the
presence of Spring.

A Prayer in Spring

“Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers to-day;
And give us not to think not so far away
As the uncertain harvest; keep us here
All simply in the springing of the year...”

Carrie Moore

Janet’s Junipers cont. from pg. 3

from 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. at the Extension Office or

may complete an on-line Moodle course anytime.
Please call Linda Newman at 937.521.3860 or e-mail
her at newman.221@osu.edu if you want to attend
the April 25th training or to receive the password
protected site and directions for the Moodle course.
Certification is good for 3 years.

It’s Much, Much More than Upcoming Events and
Meetings — What two program areas and MGVs
received “Point of Pride” recognitions for outstanding
teaching and programming? What's the OSU Veg-
etable & Fruit Insect Pest Management WEB site?
Do you know all the topics being offered through

the Focus on Local Speaker Series? Interested in
knowing the speakers and topics being taught at the
2018 Garden Fling? Do you know what the April 2nd
deadline is all about? What are the Health Benefits
of Hobbies? Are you Getting your Blood Pressure
Checked Correctly? Time-saving and direct WEB
links and current/updated information can always be
found on Hort! Happenings!! “Check in” and “Check
it out” today!!
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BXCE N TEN N [ A [, Bicentennial Pash made possible by:

E i F‘ Simon Kenton Inn

Ambience Event Design

Heritage Center of Clark County

v ERIDAY
4 2 7 2 O 1 8 Pleasant Street Blues Band
Clark County Fairgrounds Woodruff Farms
b and ewafp b The Historical
SOCIAL HOUR 6:00 PM * DINNER 7:00 PM Clark County Fairgrounds

$20 per person ey

$35 per couple CASH BAR

Historical costumes encouraged

SMusie by Pleasant CSheer Plues 4

Attendees will be visited by Simon Kenton, TICKET MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF ENTRY.
Abe Lincoln, General Custer, and Ulysses S. Grant MUST BE 21 AND OLDER.

Pam’s Posies cont. from pg. 2

Hartman Rock Garden Docent Opportunity

See the enclosed information regarding becoming a Docent for the Hartman Rock Garden. This is a
great opportunity if you want to learn more about the garden. | am on the Board and am hoping that
in the future, we can develop a partnership with Hartman in terms of garden tours, similar to what we
did last year with the Montgomery County MGVs. Our garden, the Westcott House and the Hartman
Rock Garden are perfect for those interested in garden tours.

Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum Committee

Our next meeting will be on April 12th at 3:00 p.m. at the SPGA Clubhouse. | will be updating the
committee on funding and will ask subcommittee chairs to update the committee as well. We will also
be discussing the irrigation that we are hoping to have installed this spring.



LARTMAN
T

ROCK GRARDEN

Join Our Volunteer Team

The Hartman Rock Garden is offering a professionally-designed program to train people like you to give tours of this landmark
art environment. We hope that you will join our volunteer team! Over three Saturday mornings sessions in April, you will learn
the incredible story of Ben Hartman'’s Historical Rock Garden and how it fits into the larger Visionary Art Environment world.
We will explore the inspirations that motivated Ben to build the garden, the materials and techniques that he used, and the
process that it took to restore the garden to its 1930s appearance. We will also go behind the scenes at the site to examine the
molds and parts that Ben used to make his artistic creations and visit the nearby stream where he gathered much of his rock
and stone. Upon completion of the program, you will have the opportunity to share your knowledge with visitors from around
the globe. No prior experience needed. The time commitment is flexible and will vary month to month, likely ranging from one
to six hours per month, so even people with busy schedules can find a way to contribute their talents!

This docent training is part of a larger plan to begin offering regular guided tours at the site this summer. Tours will be offered at
least once per week in warm weather months. As our volunteer base grows, we plan to increase the number of tours offered
and also begin offering some special thematic and behind-the-scenes tours. In addition to our regularly scheduled tours, the
garden also receives numerous requests for tours by appointment from coach tour groups and regional clubs.

Training Cost: $25, which covers training materials, docent manuals, and refreshments. In order to successfully complete the
training, please plan to attend all three sessions.

First Session: April 14th from 9:00am to Noon
Second Session: April 2 st from 9:00am to Noon
Third Session: April 28th from 9:00am to 12:30pm

About the Hartman Rock Garden:

The Hartman Rock Garden, located at 1905 Russell Avenue in Springfield, Ohio, is one of the nation's revered visionary art
environments, an outsider art phenomenon where self-taught artists construct fascinating worlds out of concrete, metal, stone,
and whatever else they can find. Constructed between 1932 and 1944, it was the vision of local foundry worker Ben Hartman
and his wife Mary. After years of neglect, the Wisconsin-based Kohler Foundation saved the garden in 2008. Working with the
local community, folk art conservators began the process of restoring the garden to its original condition. In 2010, local citizens
worked with the Kohler Foundation to form the Friends of the Hartman Rock Garden, a not-for-profit organization, which
oversees the maintenance, preservation, and interpretation of this art environment.

How to Enroll:

To enroll in this program, please contact:
Kevin Rose, Historian
krose@hmturnerfoundation.org
937-325-1300

Space is limited to 25 participants for this program. Registration will close on Friday, April 6.
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REMEMBER
GARDEN CLEAN UP

APRIL 4

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark County,
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.



