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Mark Your Calendar

CFAES OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Wishing Everyone the very  
Happiest Holiday Season
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Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

First of all, Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukah 
and if you celebrate any other holiday, I hope it’s 
the best ever.  What a year this has been and we all 
deserve to celebrate.  We are moving forward with 
the Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum project and 
are doing great things for our community.  I know it 
seems slow at times (believe me, v….e…..r….r….r…
.y slow!) but we have come a long way since starting 
these gardens in 2015.  Take a moment during the 
hectic holiday season to reflect on what we have 
accomplished in three years.  And then compare 
it to what took us 16 years to develop at Gateway.  
WOW – when you consider this, we have done some 
incredible work.  We all should be very proud of what 
we give to our community in order to improve the 
quality of life.  

SPGA is not the only project that we have on our 
plates.  The Fair Flower Show and the Fairgrounds 
planting (both 4H flower beds and the entrance), 
the Helpline, Community Gardens, office work, 
the numerous workshops (bees, sharpening tools 
and more), all of the work that goes on at Utzinger 
Gardens, the Plant & Barn Sale, Garden Fling and 
others, in order to raise money keeps our volunteers 
busy. 

I am so very grateful to each and every one of you 
for all that you give to OSU Extension Clark County.  
Without you, there would be limited outreach in the 
area of horticulture.  You have made an impact and 
an impression in our community and I thank each and 
every one of you.

For those of you who haven’t picked up your 25th 
anniversary gift, please stop by the office and see 
Jo.  These weren’t available at the Recognition 
Celebration and were distributed at the general 
meeting in November. 

Congratulations to our Board of Trustees for a very 
successful 2018.  Thank you for your leadership.  
Congratulations also to our new Board of Trustees.  I 
look forward to working with each of you in 2019.  

Life is grand!  Did I mention that I will have two 
more grandchildren in 2019!  My family, my job, and 
all of the wonderful volunteers that I get to work 
with make life so much more interesting and grand 
indeed!

Thank you for all you do,
Sincerely,
Pam
Pamela J. Bennett 
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 

President’s Message
A year in which there has been continuous activity 

seems to go fast. 2018 seems almost a blur to me 
now.  Well, of course I have to put that in the con-
text of getting old, a process that seems to leave me 
with a whole bunch of years that have passed in a 
set of blurs. But I’ll remember this year—at least the 
highlights—for a long time. It has been my very great 
pleasure this year to be President of the Master Gar-
deners of Clark County.

And the highlights have been many: working with 
a wonderful Board of Trustees, and with Pam, Janet, 
Jo, Kathy, Linda and Patti; field trips; hard work on 
clean up days and in the Garden of Eatin’;  witness-
ing the development of infrastructure at Snyder Park 
Gardens and Arboretum, learning new things about 
gardens at our several annual education events; 
State Conference; watching the development of the 
local foods movement in our area, and the renewal of 
Myers’ Market; helping to get a talented group of new 
Master Gardener Volunteers learn the ropes; helping 
our team to win the Altrusa Spelling Bee—All of these 
made this year a memorable one for me.

As I turn over the gavel (It’s around here some-
where, I think) to Fabenne Brandenburg for 2019, I 
think I can safely say that Master Gardeners of Clark 
County is an organization that is thriving. We do good 
work for our community, and the results of our work 
will last. I look forward to working with you all for 
years to come.
Steve Broidy

“The holly and the ivy, 
When they are both full grown, 
Of all trees that are in the wood, 

The holly bears the crown: 
O, the rising of the sun, 

And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ, 

Sweet singing in the choir.” 

- Christmas Carol
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Janet’s Junipers
Goodbye for now, but not Farewell
Dear Friends,
At the November MGV General Meeting, I announced that 
my final day with you and Ohio State University Extension 
will be December 31, 2018.  Although I wish I could have 
continued in my current position, it was not going to be 
possible.  
As I say “Goodbye for now, but not Farewell,” I find myself 
at a “loss for words.”  (Janet at a “loss for words?”  Wow. 
That’s a new one!)  So, I’m going to bring my love of quotes 
into the perspective of saying “Goodbye for now, but not 
Farewell” as it relates to some very important personal life 
topics to me!
“Just when I think I have learned the way to live, life 
changes.” – Hugh Prather
“If you don’t know where you’re going, any path will get you 
there.” – Lewis Carroll
“Life is really simple, but we insist on making it complicat-
ed.” – Confucius
“You miss 100 percent of the shots you don’t take.” – 
Wayne Gretzky
“Most folks are as happy as they make up their minds to 
be.” – Abraham Lincoln
“Walking with a friend in the dark is better than walking 
alone in the light.” – Helen Keller
“Be kind whenever possible.  It is always possible.” – Dalai 
Lama XIV
“I haven’t left yet, but I am already missing each and every 
one of you!” - Janet Wasko Myers
In the Spirit of the MGV Program,
Janet

Recording Volunteer Hours

I hope that many of you have been adding your hours to 
the VMS for the 2018 reporting year.  The State MGV office 
compiles all the data together from across the state and 
utilizes the report generated for our shareholders, county 
commissioners, city commissioners and on and on.  I am 
encouraging all of you to have your hours entered on the 
VMS by December 15th as that is the deadline for final 
submission in Clark County.  If you are going to be “short” 
on your required hours, please e-mail me at myers.31@
osu.edu   Please don’t wait until the last minute to record 
these very important volunteer hours.  

Jo’s Notes:
Celebrating 25 years of MGVs in Clark County

 A 25th Anniversary gift is available for each Clark 
County Master Gardener Volunteer.

This gift commemorates the 25th Anniversary of MGVs 
in Clark County.  

Please pick up from Jo Brown at OSU Extension.

MGV Membership Fees
Master Gardeners of Clark County Membership Fees 
Form is available on the VMS under Newsletter/Docu-
ments/Yearly Membership Fees Form.  Deadline is 
December 31, 2018.

Happy Holidays!!! Happy New Year!

Jo

VMS Receritifcation
According to the poet Rainer Maria Rilke, “And now
we welcome the new year. Full of things that have
never been.” Yes.  The year 2019 promises
to be challenging, positive, informative, educational,
community-oriented, social, and FUN!! So, let’s start by 
“planting new and exciting ideas,” planning for what has 
never been, and getting some of the paperwork “out of the 
way!”
• It’s time to recertify as an OSUE Master Gardener Volun-
teer. Please go to the ome Page on VMS and complete 
the simple on-line process to update your MGV status.  
You can recertify through December 31, 2018.
• If you do not want to recertify or wish to change your 
status, please remember to go to the Home Page on 
VMS, click on “PLEASE COMPLETE THE DOCUMENTS 
NOW,” click on “Annual Volunteer Agreement and Re-
quest for Recertification,” and click on either “Seeking 
Inactive Status,” or “Do Not Wish to be Recertified.” Also, 
please send Janet an e-mail indicating that you are “Seek-
ing Inactive Status,” or “Do Not Wish to be Recertified.”

•Yearly Dues payment and Recertification on the MVS 
MUST be completed by December 31, 2018.  (Master 
Gardeners of Clark County Yearly Dues Form enclosed in 
this Blades and Blooms) .
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Committee Reports
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

Thank you to everyone that made the OSU/
Michigan raffle a great success. The final total for 
the ticket sales was $1,905.00.  Marianne Ober’s 
nephew, Clayton, was the lucky ticket holder.

The Tool Sharpening Workshop on 11/1 was a 
great success. Pam was scheduled to teach the 
class. Unfortunately she was sick. We thank Kathy 
McConkey who stepped in and taught the class. 
Great job. Thank you to everyone that volunteered to 
help.

I’m looking forward to working again next year with 
all of you that have and will be a part of the Fundrais-
ing Committee in 2019.
Fabenne Brandenburg Chairman    
Jane Malowney Co-Chair

HOLIDAY SWAG COMMITTEE
Holiday Swag Prep Workshop

A big shout out to all who helped with the Holiday 
Swag Prep Workshop in November at the Snyder 
Park Clubhouse. Twenty MGV’s met to make bows 
and prep accessories for the Swags to be made 
Thursday, December 6 at the Springfield Regional 
Cancer Center, 148 W. North St., Springfield. 

Thank You Holiday Swag Shopping Elves

Due to your overwhelming generosity, we have 
enough ribbon, accessories, pine cones, and hangers 
for the 2018 and 2019 seasons. Due to limited 

storage and the fact the red barn does not have 
climate control, we would like to limit the amount of 
supplies we stockpile from year to year. We will let 
you know when more supplies are needed in the 
future.

Thank you to the many MGVs who have provided so 
bountifully for this project. You are amazing!!! 

Holiday Swag Project Springfield Cancer Center

Forty MGVs are signed up to help assemble swags 
on Thursday, December 6 between 8 a.m. and 4 
p.m. at the Springfield Regional Cancer Center, 148 
W. North Street. An email reminder will be sent out 
the first week of December. Remember to bring your 
own scissors, wire snips, hand pruners, and gloves. 
Snacks will be provided. If you work over the lunch 
hour, please bring a sack lunch. Please park at 
the far end of the parking lot to allow patients easy 
access to the entrance. Questions: call Wendy at 
(937) 561-1191.
Sue Ann Dill and Wendy May-co chairs  
Holiday Swag Project

Kathy Williams and Pam Thullen 
“shop” for their Holiday Swag pieces.

Judy Finnegan works her magic with bows 
and accessories.

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Trellis Tease: just a glimpse of things to 
come by Shonil Datta.
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PLANT AND BARN SALE  
COMMITTEE
My name is Edith Newell-Perley.  I will be relieving 
LaDonna Lowe of her Barn Sale duties for the Year 
2019.  She will be mentoring me to make sure that it is 
as successful as in year’s past.
I was recently contacted by a Master Gardener who 
was fall cleaning in her shed and garage and has items 
to donate to the Plant/Barn Sale.  So, I thought I would 
take this time to send out general information for those 
who are doing the same.
CATEGORIES of Needs
Home and Garden:
1)	 Manual tools – rakes, hoes, spades, trowels, 5-gal 

buckets, etc.  Springtime is a time when people are 
looking for items that will help them plant, cultivate 
and clean the lawns and beds.

2)	 Yard art – statues, both commercial and 
handmade.  These items can be concrete, metal 
and glass.

3)	 Power tools – gas or battery driven.  These items 
should be in good working condition.  If power 
cords are required, please make sure they are with 
the item.  Often a purchaser will want to try out the 
item before buying so we need to make sure they 
will work.

4)	 For The Kitchen – When was the last time that 
you reached into your utensil drawer only to find 
duplicates of the vegetable scraper, paring knife or 
ladle?  Now is the time to get rid of the clutter.

•	 Kitchen knives, prep utensils, tea towels (if not 
worn) and other items that we regularly used in 
the kitchen.

•	 Automatic appliances such as blenders, coffee 
bean grinders, crockpots, and microwave ovens.  
Please be sure they work and are clean.  If 
attachable cords come with the item they must 
be present.

•	 China, glassware, dinner plates and flatware as 
long as they are not cracked, chipped or broken.

5)	 Arts and Crafts – If there is anyone else like me 
you do not want to throw away those scraps of 
material (mill ends).  Bring them in.  Rag wreaths 
and quilt making are making a comeback.  Also, 
children come in with their parents so coloring 
books, crayons, paint brushes, etc. will be 
accepted.

Gardening magazines and books will be accepted but 
would like to have them current since practices change 
over the years.  They should also be intact, i.e. spines 
unbroken.

Obviously, I have not thought of/or listed everything 

that you might think would sell, so I am open to 
suggestions.  I am looking forward to working on the 
Plant/Barn project and if you have any ideas that will 
make this a successful venture, please contact me.
Edith Perley
937-286-1191
Newelledith6@gmail.com

EARLY OHIO SETTLER’S COMMIT-
TEE
Bed Blankets

Colorful dead leaves held down with stretches of 
chicken wire and logs now cover the business areas 
of the Early Ohio Settler’s Garden. We are hoping 
this discourages weed production, improves the soil, 
and attracts earthworms. At any rate, we mulched the 
rhubarb, cardoon, strawberries, and hops.

Some scuttlebutt has been raised about whether 
this will be a boon or a bane come next spring. Will 
the mulch retard the overwinter weeds, will we be 
burdened with massive leaf removal next year, will 
the leaves decay and compost the garden, will the 
deer tangle their dainty hooves in the chicken wire, or 
was this just busy work? Tune in next April and find 
out!

Oddly, when the crew arrived with rakes on Monday 
morning, we found the gates open and the mulching 
materials that had been dropped off Sunday around 
noon had been tampered with. Two bags of leaves 
had been emptied (but bags still there), one bag had 
been drug across the garden, some logs meant to 
hold down the chicken wire were missing. No great 
loss; I blame the wildlife.

Many thanks to the hardworking volunteers who 
help in the garden.
Peggy Shank

Nancy Best, Theresa Gregory and Jean 
Rickards work on the bed blankets in the 
Early Ohio Settler’s Garden
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Plant of the Month
CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS

By the time you read this, Thanksgiving will be over 
and we will be thinking of all the things we need to 
do for Christmas.  As I was talking to my daughter 
about a month ago, she happened to mention that in 
Finland it was a tradition to give a book as a gift on 
Christmas Eve and then stay up all night and read. I 
rather like this idea, however, as I did some research, 
I couldn’t find anything on 
this tradition.  I did find 
some other interesting and 
different traditions that I’ll 
share with you.

The highlight of the 
Finnish Christmas is 
Christmas Eve, December 
24 and not Christmas Day 
itself.

A special ceremony is held 
to declare the beginning 
of “Christmas peace,” starting at 12 o’clock noon on 
Christmas Eve and lasting for twenty days.

The declaring of Christmas peace dates back 
to the13th century.  Only in Finland has it been 
maintained almost without interruption up to the 
present time.

In the declaration, citizens are wished a merry 
Christmas and advised to spend Christmas time 

peacefully, avoiding “noisy and rowdy behavior.”  
Watching or listening to the declaration on TV or 
radio signals the start of the Christmas celebration.

On Christmas Eve afternoon, the whole country 
seems to shut down.  It is still and quiet and people 
start getting prepared for the evening.

Some people attend Christmas Eve church services 
and many others visit cemeteries to light candles on 
the graves of deceased relatives.  Some Finns have 
a tradition of going to sauna to bathe and relax before 

attending the evening celebrations.

After all the preparations are done, 
families gather to have Christmas 
dinner.  After dinner, some families have 
a visit from joulupukki, (the Finnish 
Santa Claus) who places gifts under 
the tree which are opened later in the 
evening.

Christmas Day is usually spent quietly 
at home.  The following St. Stephen’s 
Day (Boxing Day) is traditionally a day 
for family visits.

The Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and St. 
Stephen’s Day (from December 24th to 26th) are all 
public holidays in Finland.  Christmas time ends with 
the Epiphany, January 6th.

I wish all of you a blessed Christmas with your 
family, friends, and all your own special traditions.

Dot Burkholder

pintsizepilot.com/santa-village-christ-
mas-lapland-finland/

Happy Birthday

1st	 Karen Duncan
6th	 Deborah Dorsey
11th	 Loretta Blazer
14th	 Judy Wessel
15th	 Gloria Sparks
24th	 Pam Bennett
30th	 Claudia Fett
30th	 Theresa Gregory

“It came without ribbons! It came 
without tags! It came without 
packages, boxes or bags!... Then 
the Grinch thought of something 
he hadn’t before! “Maybe 
Christmas,” he thought, “doesn’t 
come from a store. Maybe 
Christmas... perhaps... means a 
little bit more!” 

Dr. Seuss, How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas
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Appreciation Breakfast for National Trails 
Park and Recreation District
Monday, December 10, 2018
NTPRD are our partners in SPGA and have 
done so much to help us in a variety of ways. We 
would like to show them our appreciation. On 
December 10th from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. we will be 
hosting a thank you event for the staff at NTPRD 
at their office on Mitchell Blvd. We would like to 
have breakfast cassaroles, home-baked good-
ies and fruit for the staff and as well as donuts, 
coffee, and juice. All MGVs are also invited to 
stop by and thank the staff, especially if you have 
worked with them in the greenhouses or else-
where. If you are able to provide a dish, please 
let Jo know before December 7. In addition, if 
you are planning on stopping by, please let Jo 
know so that we can get a count. The hort team 
will provide donuts, coffee and juice. In addition, 
we need about two or three people to help set 
up at 7:00 a.m. Let Jo know if you can do this.  
Thank you for helping us by providing some of 
your amazing breakfast foods.

BASIC BEEKEEPING

     Join Fran and Tom for a two-part, 7 hour course about the amazing hobby and business of beekeeping.  The multi-
media course is designed for the beginning backyard beekeeper to successfully raise bees the first year and beyond. The 
course is also a fascinating exploration of honeybee biology and the challenging relationship between the honeybee and 
the modern beekeeper.  Fran and Tom are the owners and operators of "Golden Queen Honey" and are certified Journey-
men Beekeepers by the Ohio State Beekeepers Association. 

Dates:
Friday, January 11, 2019

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
and

Saturday, January 12, 2019
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Location:  Ohio State University Extension, Clark County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, OH 45505.

Cost:  $40.00.  Lunch, handouts, and Beekeeping Basics Notebook included. Deadline to register is January 4, 2019.  
Registration form at http://clark.osu.edu.  Check payable to:  Master Gardeners of Clark County.  Mail the form with $40.00 
payment to:  Master Gardeners of Clark County, Attn:  Basic Beekeeping, P.O Box 158, Springfield, OH 45501-0158.

Class size is limited.  Master Gardener Volunteer CE credits = 7 hours.

VERY IMPORTANT
Annual Board of Trustees and 

Committee Chair Meeting 
December 7, 2018, OSU Extension Office, Large 
Conference Room.
10:00 - 11:30 a.m., 2019 Board of Trustees 
Training and Meeting

12 Noon – 1:30 p.m.	 Potluck Luncheon for 2019 
Board of Trustees, 2019 Committee Chairs, 
2018 Board of Trustees, and 2018 Committee 
Chairs  (All involved are invited and should 
bring a side dish.)

1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 2019 Committee Chairs and 
2019 Board of Trustees Training and Meeting

These meetings are very, very important in order 
to be prepared for the upcoming 2019 year.  We will 
review the Constitution and By-Laws, purchasing pro-
cesses including reimbursements for your committee 
purchases, using tax exemption numbers, scheduling 
meetings, and much, much more.  This is very benefi-
cial for all Committee Chairs, but is especially important 
for those of you who are new Chairs in 2019. In addi-
tion, those of you who are coming on as a new Chair, 
please be sure to get the notebook for your committee 
from the 2018 Chair. 

If interested, bring a garden item for a White 
Elephant exchange.

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
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The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark 
County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advi-
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Group of MGVs displaying some of the door 
swags from 2017 at the Cancer Center.


