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PRrRESIDENT’S MIESSAGE

For just a moment, as | glanced at my bare
magnolia on a bitter January afternoon, the
stretching icicles that hung from the tree’s
branches seemed as if crystal seed pods, ready
to drop, burrow, and come up Spring. Nice illu-
sion, that; but it was still January.

Still, like any Master Gardener Volunteer at this
point in the year, my mind was and is on April
and May. After the last General Meeting, it’s clear
that those of you who are on the many commit-
tees we work through are already germinating
your plans. What | love about the people who
are devoted to our organization is their optimism,
their creativity, and their willingness to dig in.
This is the time for garden dreaming that will
result in something beautiful.

Which brings me back to the project | wrote
about last month and harangued everyone about
at the General Meeting: A Master Gardener
Volunteer-named garden. If you can envision
a discreet bronze plaque attached to the gate
of either the Early Ohio Settlers’ Garden or the
Garden of Eatin’, testifying to our commitment to
making Snyder Park a showplace for the region
by sponsoring one of our own gardens, then you
will see how that sponsorship will help others in
the community to follow our lead.

Can you support this effort? If so, send a note
to me or to Jo Brown about your support, and
indicating which garden we should sponsor. If we
get enough expressed support by the next Gen-
eral Meeting, we will launch the fund-raiser.

On another subject, I'd like to raise, in a prelim-
inary way, a question about the SEEDS Commu-
nity Gardens project. By mid-year, it appears, we
will be without financial support for the program,
though we may still have a leader for it. | would
appreciate your view on two things: first, should
the program continue? Second, if your answer
is yes, should we support it by making SEEDS
another Master Gardener committee, with its
own members and chair? If you have time, let
me Know your views.

Steve Broidy

Pam’s Posles

Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

Seed starting will begin soon and if it gets
warm enough just one day in February, | plant
my lettuce blend! | am really hoping for that one
day. | don’t care if it stays cold for a while after
that, as long as | have at least one day to plant
something!

A new class is always exciting and Janet has
been working hard recruiting a great group! |
always look forward to training because it also
makes the winter fly by. As always, you are all
welcome to come and sit in on any classes for
continuing education credits. We have a great
line up of teachers as always! If you stop in,
make sure you introduce yourself to our new
class during breaks and at lunch. Welcome
them as we always do!

We will be scheduling various planning
meetings for the gardens in February and March
so watch your email for any notifications of these
meetings.

| am excited to announce that we received
two grants at the end of the year. The first one
was from the Springfield Foundation and was
the additional $10,000.00 committed to the
naming of the Feature Garden and the Turner
Foundation gave us $25,000.00 over three
years. We are slowly moving toward our goal
of $245,000.00 needed for the Pavilion. Keep
up the good work and the good words in the
community.

Enjoy February and hope for a speedy month!
Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension




Janet’s Junipers

myers.31@osu.edu
Work Phone: 937.521.3860

Cell Phone: 740.546.3419

According to Helen Keller, “The best and most
beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even
touched — they must be felt with the heart.” That
quote has an even greater impact when we think of
the words of General James Harold “Jimmy” Doolittle
when he said “There’s nothing stronger than the
heart of a volunteer.”

In the Spirit of the MGV Program, a huge thanks for
everything you do for the individuals, families, busi-
nesses, OSU Extension Horticulture Team, collabora-
tors, and communities of Clark County! Please know
you are all making positive contributions to the lives
of many, many people!! Congratulations on a job,
many jobs, well done!!!

e You Want Us To Do What - You’re Kidding,
Janet. Ok. Take a Deep Breathe. Exhale. | am
asking all MGVs to keep their hours on VMS
current and up-do-date as we go through the
program year. | will be doing Quarterly Reports
on January through March, April through June,
July through September, and October through
December. | will be “pulling your hours” from
VMS on the following dates: April 2nd; July 2nd;
October 1st; and December 15th. | really need
your help on this one so that we can share with
our stakeholders all the time and efforts you put
into your projects. Just think about it; no stress
at the end of the year trying to input your 2018
hours all at once. Need convincing or have
questions; just ask.

e Becoming a Clark County MGV - Well, it's not
too late; however, it’s getting close. If you know
of people who expressed an interest in joining,
but thought they were too late to apply, have
them call me at 740.546.3419 as soon as pos-
sible.

e Looking for Continuing Education hours — If
you need a “refresher,” don’t forget to attend
any or many of the 2018 MGV Intern Training

Classes beginning on Wednesday, January 31st.

Go to: clark.osu.edu; click on “Master Gardener
Volunteers;” and click on “2018 MGV Intern
Training Classes and Presentations.”

¢ Did you miss sending in your 2018 MGV
Dues - If you didn’t pay your Master Gardeners
of Clark County yearly dues by January 15th,

please contact George Simon, Treasurer, Master
Gardeners of Clark County, at 937.399.4309 as
soon as possible.

o Recertification deadline was January 15th -

Please, don’t delay on this very important pro-
cess. Go to the Home Page on VMS and com-
plete the simple on-line process to update your
MGV status. You can recertify through January
31, 2018.

¢ Using and inputting information on the VMS

— Well, I'm here to help you do that. You can
schedule an appointment with me, come into
the Extension Office, and together we’'ll “make
it happen.” Let me know if you're interested at
myers.31@osu.edu

o Volunteer Hours Available to You - Kathy

Green, Educator, Family and Consumer Sci-
ences, is currently looking for volunteers to help
with the upcoming Real Money Real World simu-
lations. The dates are February 12th at North-
western, and May 14th at Greenon. If interested
and available, contact Kathy at green.1405@
osu.edu. It’'s never too early to start on those
hours.

e MGV February Lunch & Learn - Are you inter-

ested in learning about stress reduction strate-
gies through mindfulness? Come to the MGV
February Lunch & Learn, February 26th, 11:30
a.m. - 12:30 p.m., OSU Extension office, Room
151. Our very own Kathy Green, Educator,
Family and Consumer Sciences, will be teaching

Janet’s Junipers cont. on pg. 6
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Jo’s Notes:
Thoughts and Prayers

Donna Myers broke a bone in her leg close to her
ankle. Her address is 5300 Dialton Road, Spring-
field, OH 45502.

Janet Myers’ husband, Scott, had surgery. His ad-
dress is PO Box 238, South Vienna, OH 45369.

New Email Address

Daina Sirons has a new email address daina-
sirons@amail.com




CommITTEE REPORTS
PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

The Perennial Committee is working to create and
present a make & take program featuring garden art.
Missy Hawley & Wendy May will do a power point
and present ideas for how to place art in the garden.
Others will help attendees make “flowers” from cast
off dishes.

The date and time are still to be determined.
See minutes from Jan, 2018 on the VMS under

“documents/committee minutes” for more information.

We will continue planning at the next meeting on
Feb 8 at 1pm at Kathy McConkey’s. Look to VMS for
address and details or call Kathy, Dot or Fabenne.

If you want to help, join us!

Carpooling is recommended as parking at Prest-
wick Village is at a premium.

Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder, and
Fabenne Brandenburg

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The Social Committee is so thankful and so grate-
ful to everyone who contributed to the Soup/Salad/
Sandwich buffet at the January General Meeting. All
the food was fabulous and we can not thank you all
enough. We were, also, happy that we got a break
that day from the winter frigid temps and snow! The
next General Meeting on March 14 will be a St.
Patrick’s Day theme. Also, the new Intern class will
be graduating on March 28, so we will be planning a
luncheon to celebrate and meet and greet our new
members. We will be sending out more details for
this luncheon later. If you would like to contribute,
you can go to the Event page on the calendar, click
on March 14 “General Meeting” and there is a com-
ment section where you can sign in, or you can email
or call Jan O’Neill (937-390-3588) or Terry Reid (937-
244-0427).

Jan O’Neill and Terry Reid
UTZINGER COMMITTEE

Utzinger Garden is doing what a garden is sup-
posed to do: renewing itself by being dormant in
sub-zero temperatures. Utzinger Tri-chairs are doing
likewise! We are looking toward to March to emerge
from hibernation.

Deb Dean, Marilyn Hinderer and Donna Myers

HELPLINE

Happy New Year! It is time for a New Year Resolu-
tion. May | suggest signing up for Helpline? Helpline
starts April 5 and continues thru September. It will be
every Thursday, from 9:00 to noon with cookies, most
days. If you are having trouble signing up on https://
ohio.volunteersystem.org/, please call Rick for help,

or he can sign you up. It takes only a few minutes.
Helpline is an easy way to earn 4 or more Master
Gardener Volunteer hours a week. You choose the
Thursday mornings you want to work.

Besides being a New Year, it is still winter. So re-
member: What do you get when you cross a snow-
man and a vampire? Frostbite

Rick McKinstry and Ed Wichael

ANNUAL CENTRAL OHIO
PERENNIAL FLOWER SCHOOL

Date: Thursday, March 1, 2018

Program 9:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.
Doors open at 8:15 a.m. for check-in.

Location: Hollenbeck Bayley Creative Arts
and Conference Center,
275 South Limestone Street,
Springfield, OH

Cost: $70.00 —
Deadline is February 20, 2018

Register on-line at http://go.osu.
edu/2018clarkperennialschool

Or mail check payable to OSU Extension,
Attn: Perennial School, 3130 East Main
Street, Springfield, OH 45505.

Speakers and Topics:

Stephanie Cohen, Perennials that Drink Too
Much and Landscaping with Grasses

Steve Foltz, Peacocks and Perennials —
Do They Mix?

Eric Barrett, Hydrangeas for the Perennial
Garden

Pamela Bennett, Pleasing Perennial
Pollinators




FUNDRAISING

Happy January, what is left of it. Ah Spring! Won’t
come soon enough after this winter.

Below is the information | received from Kroger
regarding the account for Master Gardeners of Clark
County.

Prepared for Master Gardeners of Clark County
NPO #61082 (Cycle 6, Qtr 2). Sign up under Com-

munity Rewards Program. This is the information
you need to use to sign up for a Kroger account.
When you shop, we earn.

Dear Master Gardeners of Clark County,

The Kroger Family of Stores is committed to bring-
ing hope and help to local communities. We do this
through a variety of activities, including charitable
giving, sponsorships and the unique Community
Rewards Program of Kroger. We are also committed
to carefully protecting our customers’ personal infor-
mation. In order to meet their expectation of privacy,
we have adopted a simple policy to never share a
customer’s personal information. Our privacy policy
applies to Community Rewards participation as well.
As your neighborhood food retailer, we deeply value
our ability to support local organizations like yours.
Your supporters (5 households) who shopped at
Kroger between 8-1-2017 and 10-31-2017 have con-
tributed to your $18.57 total donation. Because your
total quarterly contribution is less than $25, which is
the minimum check amount, you will not be receiv-
ing a check at this time. This amount will be held and
combined with your next quarter’s contribution total
until your contribution amount exceeds $25. At the
time your total contribution reaches $25, or at the end
of the next program term, your organization will then
receive a check. Thank you for your continued sup-
port of your local Kroger store. The more your sup-
porters shop with us, the more money your organiza-
tion will earn!

If you aren’t signed up with another organizatio,
it only takes a few minutes to help our organization
earn “free” money.

The 1st Fundraising meeting will be held in the
small Conference room at the Extension office,
February 28, 10am - 12pm Come join us and hear
what is planned for 2018.

“Life is what happens when your busy making
other plans.” John Lennon

Fabenne Brandenburg Chairperson,
Jane Malowney Co-chair

GREENHOUSE COMMITTEE

Things are about to get started in the greenhouse
on Mitchell Blvd. We had our training session for
working in the greenhouse on January 24th so we will
start planting seeds sometime this month.

Before we start to plant seeds though, we have
to give the greenhouse a good cleaning. This
is a project that any master gardener can help
with, it is not necessary to be on the Greenhouse
committee. Cleaning date is February 6th from 9
till noon. If you are looking for a chance to get into
a warm greenhouse, please join us in making our
greenhouse sparkling clean and ready for all of our
new field trial plants.

Bring rubber gloves, buckets, rags, scrub brushes,
small hoes, rakes and hand weeding tools. Kneeling
pads might be a good idea, too. Since we put the
weed barrier down last year, it has done a great job
of keeping the weeds down under the tables, but
there are weeds in the aisles that need to be cleaned
out.

Those interested in coming, please sign up on
VMS. If you have any questions, email Cathy
Zernechel catz3243@att.net, Theresa Gregory
mstgregy@woh.rr.com or Linda McCann linda@
mccannco.net.

Thanks,

Cathy Zernechel, Theresa Gregory and Linda
McCann

N
VY Indoor Gardener

A February wind blows dismally,
The sky is full of dark clouds hanging low,
- The garden lies in numbed frigidity
:E; & And waits the falling of another snow.
Today, | planted seeds despite the cold,
Q For my tomato plants will mind it not
Their tiny leaves will presently unfold
At my south window; in a flower pot!
-HELEN BATH SWANSON



Janet’s Junipers cont. from pg. 3

this class. Pre-register at myers.31@osu.edu,
with no cost, and limited to 20 individuals. Bring
your Bagged Lunch, Beverage and “Learn to
Relax.”

e 2018 Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum
(SPGA) Jubi'ee — August 4th is “just around the
corner,” so planning begins now. Sign up for the
SPGA Jubilee Planning Committee on VMS and
plan to attend the following meetings from 1:00
—3:00 p.m.: March 15th, April 19th, May 17th,
June 21st, and July 19th. The Jubilee Wrap-up
is scheduled for August 13th. Meeting Locations
TBD. A Special Thanks to our new Chair, Rita
Lane. Go, Rita!

e Attend the 19th Annual Perennial
School — Register at: http://go.osu.
edu/2018clarkperennialschool

e Questions, Concerns, Ideas, and Other -
Your Horticulture Team, which includes Pam,
Jo, Kathy, Eric and Janet, is only a phone call
and e-mail away. Call Janet Wasko Myers
at 937.521.3860 (office), 740.546.3419 (cell
phone), or e-mail at myers.31@osu.edu. We
are here for YOU!

18" Frowm Dawidsow
21% CawolynwAlenv
227 Cynthia Valente
2 3" Deawnwne Rucker

THE HISTORY CORNER

Greetings Master Gardener Volunteers,

Wow! February has made its way here, bringing
with it all the romance promised with Valentines Day.
Nothing says Valentine’s Day like flowers, as, I'm
sure, Master Gardener Volunteers are aware. Did
you know that flowers have been used for millennia
to communicate affections and emotions and inten-
tions. One of our own Master Gardener Volunteer,
Fabenne Brandenburg, has had a long standing
interest in and is quite knowledgeable of this secret
language of flowers. It’s all really quite fascinating
just how elaborate, well developed, intricate, and
widespread in use this language once was.

Fabenne describes this world of secret language
eloquently, bringing new insight to the whispers of a
language in that once-upon-a-time world a bit closer,
defying conceptual timelines of separation. During
the Victorian era (1837-1901), a point in time in which
“Florigraphy” (the term used for this form of commu-
nication), was very much in use. This Language of
Flowers (LOF) was as important to people as being
well dressed. Fabenne relates that dictionaries of
flower meanings were an important part of a young
person’s life. Gathering in the parlor to write down
feelings was the way all young Victorian ladies found
inspiration to start their floral messages. They would
pour through their “floral dictionaries” to discover
which flowers best expressed their thoughts & feel-
ings. The wealthy were sent to boarding school to
be polished to meet a suitor. There, they learned
the LOF. A young man, admiring a lady, would bring
her a handmade bouquet with a romantic note hint-
ing of the flower message. He could please or
displease her father by his gift of flowers. Flowers
would convey messages of love or dislike, depending
on the ones given, their size, and the way they were
grouped and presented. They had a silent meaning
which could “say” what was not dared to be spoken
out loud. Ah, whispers of just how important romance
has always been and what better way to express this
than with flowers.

Happy Valentine’s Day to my fellow garden lovers!

Thank You Fabenne Brandenburg for sharing this
secret language of flowers with us

Carrie Moore



Plant of the Month
BALLOON FLOWER
Platycodon (plat-ee-KOE-don)

Are you looking at all those garden catalogs
you're getting and trying to decide what to plant
this season? Me too. I've thought about plant-
ing the above perennial for some time but | never
did. This might be the year.

Balloon flower gets its name from the blue,
pink, or white flow-
ers that blow up
like balloons before
they open. The
plant is tough and
long-lived but will
require patience
because it likes
to play dead. It's
just about the last
perennial to start
growing in the
spring, and if you
don’t know where
it is, you might
accidently dig it
up. Mark the spot
where it’s planted in the fall.

Balloon flower is a care-free plant that will flour-
ish in almost any soil. It does like well-drained,
average to rich soil in full sun to partial shade.
This plant dislikes wet soil. It's untroubled by
pests or diseases and does its own thing with-
out much effort on your part. If you remove the
faded blossoms, it will keep blooming through
the summer months and look much nicer than if
you don't.

You will rarely need to divide this plant. It
resents having its roots disturbed and can take
a long time to re-establish after dividing. To
propagate, gently detach and replant the side
shoots that sprout up around the plant. You can
also sow seeds but the plants won’t bloom until
the second year after seeding. I'll just buy the
plants.

The height of these plants can vary from about
8 — 36 inches, depending on the variety. Blue-

Picture from Wikimedia Commons.
File:Platycodon_grandiflorum2.

stone Perennials has a small pink ‘Astra Pink’
variety at about 8 — 10 inches high and a variety
called ‘Mariesil’ that is 18 — 36 inches high in a
deep blue color.

Use balloon flowers in beds, borders, and cot-
tage gardens. The plants resent being crowded,
so give the plants plenty of room. You might like
to pair these plants with Daylilies, Lady’s-mantle,
silvery foliage plants, Bee-balms, or Shasta
daisy to name a few.

If you have trouble knowing what plants to
pair with each other, you might try reading; “The
Perennial Matchmaker”. | first picked up this
book at the library and liked it so much | decided
to purchase it because | wanted the information
available whenever | wanted.

Dot Burkholder

Winter Programs from the
National Trails Parks and
Recreation Department

Greening Your Landscape With Native Plants is
scheduled for Saturday, February 10 from 10:00 am
to 11:30 am at the NTPRD Administration Building.
Learn how to green up your garden with native plants
and reestablish connections with our environment
at this educational program. Michele Banker,

Land Resource Coordinator from the Marianist
Environmental Education Center will provide
instruction on how to conserve water and energy and
provide habitat and green your yard. The registration
fee is $5 and the registration deadline is February

7, 2018. Online registration is available or in person
at the NTPRD Administration Building. For more
information call 328-7275.

Penny Dunbar, CYSA

National Trail Parks and Recreation District
1301 Mitchell Blvd.

Springfield, Ohio 45503

937-328-7275
pdunbar@springfieldohio.gov
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