
Master Gardeners of Clark County
PO Box 158, Springfield, Ohio 45501-0158

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Volume 25 Number 1    Jan. 2018

Blades and Blooms

Index
Mark Your Calendar............1
President’s Message..........2
Pam’s Posies.......................2
Janet’s Junipers ................3 
Jo’s Notes ...........................3
Committee Reports........ 4-5
Birthdays.............................6
History Corner....................6
Plant of the Month..............7

1	 Happy New Year! Office Closed	
8	 10-12		  Hort Staff meeting 
	 12-2		  Office Conference
9	 11:30-12:30	 Education Committee
10	 1-3		  Garden Fling Cmte 
	 4:45-5:30		 Perennial Cmte sm conf. 
	 5:30-6:30		  Social 
	 6:30		  General Meeting 
12	 10-12		  SEEDS Community Gar-
			   dens Organization Mtg
15	 MLK Holiday Office Closed
20			   B&B articles due
24	 9-12		  Field Trial/Greenhouse	
			   Training
31	 8-4:30		  MGV Training Class

MGV’s treat the staff at NTPRD to a holiday breakfast.

MGV’s making door swags at the Cancer Center.
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Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

Happy New Year!  What an exciting new year we 
have ahead of us.  Fundraising continues on the 
pavilion and other components of the garden.  I am 
looking forward to 2018 and our new class of interns!  
Excitement is growing for the MGV program as well 
as the gardens.  Let’s keep our momentum moving 
forward.

At this time, I am waiting on an estimate for the 
irrigation.  If this is reasonable and we have enough 
funds to be able to do this, it will be a priority this sea-
son.  I know that many of you will be excited about 
this – no more dragging hoses from the clubhouse 
or the dog park!  The estimate is designed to bring 
water to a spigot in each garden.  The individual 
gardens will not be set up with an irrigation system.  
There will be access to water to be used when plant-
ing and when absolutely necessary to run a sprinkler 
during the season.  This will also free our summer 
assistant (Dennis has indicated he is interested in 
this again!) from having to attend to hoses all day to 
do other tasks.

A new year brings resolutions, changes and a fresh 
start.  I can’t believe I am already creating folders 
in my computer file system for 2018.  Soon it will be 
2020!  It seems like the new century just started.  
Where does time go, right?

As always, I am grateful for your commitment and 
service to OSU Extension.  You always blow me 
away with your kindness, compassion and dedica-
tion.  Thank you and here’s to a new year of excite-
ment and growth.
Pam

Pamela J. Bennett 
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

President’s Message
It’s a new year, and a new Board. I want to express 

my thanks and appreciation for the excellent work of 
the outgoing Board. My thanks go to Jean Rickards 
for her leadership, and for the mentoring she provid-
ed for me this past year. Jean will serve on the Board 
as Past President this year. Outgoing Past President 
Tom Davidson has been a great resource for the 
Board on deliberations past and current. My thanks 
to him.

Lisa Asebrook is leaving her post as Secretary, but 
we will remember her careful and accurate report-
ing of Board business and her contributions to our 
decision-making. Donna Myers, outgoing member at 
large, has always contributed thoughtful advice to the 
Board, and has spearheaded a number of projects, 
including our new insurance coverage. Thanks again 
to Donna.

I am excited to be working with our new Board 
members this year. Fabenne Brandenburg will be 
our new President-Elect, Susan Kogler takes over as 
Secretary, and Natheta Mercer is our new member at 
large. Together with us old-timers, I think we’ll have 
hard-working leadership for the Master Gardeners of 
Clark County. We have the great advantage of being 
able to work with OSU Extension staff, led by Pam 
Bennett, and including Janet Myers, Jo Brown, Kathy 
McConkey, and Eric Roberts.

This year looks to be an important one for Master 
Gardeners. There are plans for Snyder Park Gardens 
that will bring much of our hopes to fruition. Fund-
ing, especially for the proposed Pavilion, is at the 
top of our to-do list. We have also to be concerned 
with hardscapes, water, and at least one new garden 
plan. Since our concern centers on funding, I have 
a proposal that I would like you to think about: Can 
Master Gardeners ourselves undertake the task of 
volunteering donations toward a garden to bear our 
collective name? If, on consideration, you are willing 
to take on such a project—it would eventually require 
us to round up around $20K—you should know that 
there are already one thousand dollars pledged from 
several Master Gardeners to kick off the fund drive. 
It would take us, I think, several years to complete 
the raising of funds, but we could name a garden this 
year.

The Board is already interested in this project. 
Would you let us know what you think of it? 
Steve Broidy



3

Janet’s Junipers
myers.31@osu.edu
Work Phone:  937.521.3860
Cell Phone:  740.546.3419

According to the poet Rainer Maria Rilke, “And now 
we welcome the new year.  Full of things that have 
never been.”  Yes.  Welcome to 2018!  It promises 
to be challenging, positive, informative, educational, 
community-oriented, social, and FUN!!  So, let’s start 
out the new year by “planting new and exciting ideas” 
and plan for what has never been. 
     •	 Happy New Year!
     •	 It’s time to recertify as an OSUE Master 
	 Gardener Volunteer.  Please go to the 
	 Home Page on VMS and complete the simple
	 on-line process to update your MGV status. 
	 You can recertify through January 15, 2018.
     •	 If you do not want to recertify or wish 
	 to change your status, please remember to 
	 go to the Home Page on VMS, click on 
	 “PLEASE COMPLETE THE DOCUMENTS 
	 NOW,” click on “Annual Volunteer Agreement 
	 and Request for Recertification,” and click 
	 on either “Seeking Inactive Status,” or “Do 
	 Not Wish to be Recertified.”  Also, please 
	 send me an e-mail indicating that you are 
	 “Seeking Inactive Status,” or “Do Not Wish to 
	 be Recertified.”
     •	 Do you need assistance inputting your 2017 
	 MGV hours into the VMS?  Well, I’m here to
	 help.  I am scheduling afternoon 
	 appointments for the following dates:  
	 Tuesday, January 2nd; Wednesday, January 
	 3rd; and Thursday, January 4th.  Please call 
	 me at 740.546.3419 to schedule an 
	 appointment.
     •	 Remember to pay your Master Gardeners 
	 of Clark County yearly dues by January 15th.  	
	 Go to the VMS, go to General Information, 
	 click on Newsletters/Documents, and you’ll 
	 find it under Yearly Membership Fees Form. 
     •	 Yes.  It’s true.  Hort! Happenings!! is 
	 returning.  Beginning on December 
	 29th, it will “hit your computers” every 
	 other Friday.  If you want something 
	 added to Hort! Happenings!!, please 
	 e-mail me the information by Noon, 
	 Thursday, the day before I send it out. 
	 Remember, keep it quick and short.  If 
	 something should be in Hort! 
	 Happenings!! and it’s not, just let me 
	 know.

Jo’s Notes:

Janet’s Junipers  cont. on pg. 6

     •	 What is your 2018 Gardening New Year’s 
	 Resolution?  Send it to my e-mail and it will be
	 shared in the January 12th Hort! Happenings!! 
	 under 2018 New Year’s Resolutions for Clark
	 County Master Gardener Volunteers.  (Names
	 will not be included.)
     •	 Linda and Jo, My 2018 Gardening New 
	 Year’s Resolution is to have my Blades &
	 Blooms article to you by the due date of 
	 the 20th of each month.
     •	 Are you interested in working on a new, 
	 exciting, and cutting-edge MGV Committee?  
            Well, if the answer is “Yes,” then the MGV 
	 Education Committee is just for you.  Create
	 and invent gardening opportunities for youth
	 (in and outside the classroom) through 
	 “Horticulture in the Classroom.”  Come to the 
            January 9th “Lunch & Learn,” OSU Extension
	 office, Small Conference Room, 11:30 a.m. –
	 12:30 p.m. to explore this opportunity.  Bring 
	 your Bagged Lunch and Beverage.
     •	 Attention all MGV 2018 Committee Chairs 
	 1) If you weren’t able to attend the December 
	 15th Committee Chair meeting, please call 
	 me at 740-546-3419 to schedule an 	
	 appointment.  We need to get together to 
	 review all the new and important information
	 which was shared.  2) If you haven’t already 
	 done so, please turn in/e-mail your MGV 
	 Chair Form – End  of Year Report to Janet by 
	 January 5th.  3) Do you want to share your 
	 committee project during one of the 2018 
	 MGV Intern Training lunch times and recruit 

New Address
Karen Duncan, 115 North Broadmoor, Springfield, 
OH 45504.  Phone # 937.408.8670.

Reminder
Please clean out your personal file folders in 
Kathy McConkey’s office/HelpLine room.  Thank 
you.

Happy New Year!!
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Committee Reports
CANCER CENTER COMMITTEE

A HUGE THANK YOU for volunteering your 
valuable time to the annual Christmas Swag Making 
at the Springfield Cancer Center.  It was a huge 
success!  We gave out 132 beautiful, unique swags.  
One patient told me with tears in her eyes, this lifted 
her up & put her in the Christmas mood.  All the 
patients were thankful and amazed at how beautiful 
the swags were.

A special thanks to Rick & Pam Bennett and Pam 
Thullen for inviting us to cut greenery from their 
properties.  The most beautiful greenery we have 
ever had.  Also to Jo Brown for donating her beautiful 
holly.  Special thanks to Pam Thullen for the massive 
amount of decorations she donated. To Susan Koglar 
for taking the many beautiful pictures. To Susie 
Anderson for donating ribbons and making beautiful 
bows.  So many of you donated ribbons, decorations 
and pinecones, we really didn’t have any expenses.  
Also, thank you to those who brought in delicious 
food. Always seems to be a must at our MGV 
functions!!  Special thanks to those who brought 
trucks & hauled the greenery from field to barn to 
cancer center.  To Wendy May and Loretta Blazer for 
all the guidance and assistance - YOU ARE ALL THE 
BEST!!

The following people worked to make this such a 
special event: Wendy May, Loretta Blazer, Dennis 
Latimer, Jean Rickards, Marilyn Ryan, Laura  Foley, 
Sue Ann Dill, Susie Anderson, Susan Kogler, Diane 
Catenacci, Kathy Mark, Ed Wozniak, Janet Heater, 
Barb Hartings, Janie Malowney, Linda Asebrook, 
Pam Thullen, Rita Dalton, Linda McCann, Peggy 
Shank, Sally Day, Deb Dean, Marilyn Hinderer, 
Lois O’Keefe, Phyllis Frysinger, Jan O’Neill, Connie 
Mitchell, Donna Myers, Missy Hawley, Teresa 
Gregory, Fred Miller, 
Connie Kersery, and 
Natheta  Mercer. I am 
so sorry if I failed to list 
anyone.

To those who buy 
decorations after 
Christmas, we will be 
needing wired ribbon and 
decorations.  We still have 
plenty of Christmas balls 
and pinecones ready for 
next year.

Again, thank you for all 

EARLY OHIO SETTLERS  
COMMITTEE

Hello Settlers - I just wanted to say Thank you for 
all your help over these last eleven years as your 
chair of EOSG. I love this garden and all of you. I 
plan to still be very involved in our garden and plan to 
help with the outhouse and hopefully our log cabin. 
I plan to get the book recommended on our cabin 
trip and study it this winter and then maybe we can 
move forward. I want to thank Peggy and Connie for 
stepping forward and taking on the chair position. 
I know they both love this garden and will lead us 
forward so we will have a real showplace at the 
SPGA. Thanks again for all you did and will do.
Love Maw Jean Rickards

your hard work, for sharing your talents and making 
this event SO MUCH FUN!!!  I hope you all enjoyed 
the event as much as I did!!
Have a Blessed Christmas, 
With Peace, Love and Gratitude,
 
Natheta Mercer
P.S.

During the day at the cancer center, I kept hearing 
different people say ”I miss Peggie!”  This being 
Peggie Elsnau who was with us from the beginning 
and the last couple of years, she took names of 
patients & gave out the swags.  She has moved to 
Cincinnati & then on to New Hampshire.  We all miss 
her & wish her a Merry Christmas & a Happy New 
Year!  

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
Best wishes for a very Merry Christmas, Happy 

Hanukkah and Holiday Season!
We would like to remind everyone that as of Janu-

ary 1, all volunteers must sign up annually for the 
committees that they want to serve on and receive 
emails pertaining to the committee activities. Look at 
Hort Happenings! for further instructions.

Many thanks for all your hard work in 2017 and
Happy 2018 Everyone!

Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder and Fabenne 
Brandenburg 
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GREENHOUSE/FIELD TRIAL 
COMMITTEE

We want to get in one more reminder 
Greenhouse training will be held on Wednesday, 

January 24, from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m. at the OSU 
Extension office.  This will be the only training day.  After 
the training class, you will be able to start signing up for 
specific work days for the Mitchell Blvd. greenhouse.

If you have any questions about the training or what we 
do at the greenhouse, please don’t hesitate to contact 
Cathy Zernechel (catz3243@att.net).

Thank you,

Carolyn Allen, Theresa Gregory, Linda McCann and 
Cathy Zernechel

Winter Programs from the  
National Trails Parks and Recreation 

Department
The annual Winter Tree ID Hike will be held on 

Saturday, January 13 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
at Rebert Pike Nature Park. Learn how to identify 
trees by using their bark, buds and twigs. Bonnie 
Martens will lead this hike. Program is free. Pre-
registration is recommended.

A Maple Sugaring Program is scheduled for 
Saturday, January 20 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
at the NTPRD Administration Building located at 
1301 Mitchell Blvd. Learn how to make your own 
pure maple syrup during this educational program. 
This class will cover all the particulars of making pure 
maple sugar. We will then go outdoors and learn to 
identify sugar maples and see other aspects of the 
process of making pure maple syrup. The program is 
free. Pre-registration is required by January 16, 2018. 

Greening Your Landscape With Native Plants 
is scheduled for Saturday, February 10 from 10:00 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the NTPRD Administration 
Building. Learn how to green up your garden with 
native plants and reestablish connections with our 
environment at this educational program. Michele 
Banker, Land Resource Coordinator from the 
Marianist Environmental Education Center will 
provide instruction on how to conserve water and 
energy and provide habitat and green your yard. The 
registration fee is $5 and the registration deadline is 
February 7, 2018. Online registration is available or 
in person at the NTPRD Administration Building. For 
more information call 937-328-7275.
Penny Dunbar, CYSA 
National Trail Parks and Recreation District 
1301 Mitchell Blvd. 
Springfield, Ohio 45503 
937-328-7275 
pdunbar@springfieldohio.gov

FUNDRAISING
By the time we are reading the newsletter, holidays 

are past & the New Year is upon us. I sincerely hope 
everyone had a safe and Happy Holiday Season.

Thank you to everyone who was a part of the Fund-
raising Committee & participated in Fundraising. We 
worked hard at what we did, but never worked so 
hard we couldn’t enjoy our work.

Like so many others say, “I am proud to be a part 
of an Organization that is always ready to help where 
help is needed.”

Thanks to those who have said they will help with 
the Committee in 2018. The committee would like to 
extend the invitation to anyone who would like to be a 
part of Fundraising.

In preparation for the Garden Fling on April 7, the 
Fundraising Committee will be looking for garden 
magazines/books, woodworking magazines/books, 
and small garden art. You can take them to the OSU 
Extension office and they will be picked up.

Shazam!! Out with the old; in with the new.
Fabenne Brandenburg

GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE
The next Garden Fling meeting will be held on 

January 10th at 1:00 p.m. in the small conference 
room.  At that time we will finalize the speakers for the 
event.  This year’s Garden Fling will be held on April 
7th at Kenton Ridge High School, Springfield, OH.

Ed Wozniak
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Janet’s Junipers  cont. from pg. 3

	 new Interns?  If yes and you haven’t 
	 scheduled one already, please send me an 
	 e-mail.
     •	 Do you want to be a room monitor for the 
	 2018 MGV Intern Training?  If yes, please
	 send me an e-mail.
     •	 All information regarding the 2018 MGV 
	 Intern Training will be posted on the VMS 
	 no later than Friday, January 5th.  
     •	 In the Spirit of the MGV Program, a huge 
	 thanks for everything you do for the 
	 individuals, families, businesses, OSU 
	 Horticulture Team, collaborators and 
	 communities of Clark County!   

4th	 Jody Frisby
8th	 Diane Catenacci
8th	 Pam Thullen
15th	 Sherri Summers
16th	 Susan Kogler
17th	 Mary Ellen Martin
26th	 Fabenne Brandenburg
26th	 Eydie Cox
26th	 Fred Miller
26th	 Lola Walston
31st	 Gene Clifton

THE HISTORY CORNER
Greetings Master Gardener Volunteers,

Dandelions
With our ever expanding knowledge of plants and 

ecosystems, the common understanding of the term 
weed is evolving as well.  Instead of equating a plant 
popularly termed weed with useless or worthless, 
we see that the plant is merely misplaced, growing 
where we don’t want it.  Years ago, I read somewhere 
that we consume higher quantities of meat due to 
the fact that we take no part in raising, butchering, or 
processing that tidy plastic wrapped package bought 
for dinner.  The growing emphasis on “Mindfulness” 
at large may be employed in considering the 
dandelion before Spring arrives and that misplaced 
little gem gets the broadleaf treatment.  Let’s have a 
look...

 A brief history and background can be found on 
the Columbia.edu web site in the article “Introduced 
Species Summary Project : Dandelion (Taraxacum 
officinale)” from which the following facts are taken.  
The dandelion, native to Europe and Asia was 
brought to the Americas intentionally.  The Puritans 
brought it to the East coast for medicinal purposes 
and the women planted it in their gardens “...by 1672, 
the plant was well established in New England.”  
The Spaniards brought dandelions to California and 
Mexico and it came to Canada with the French.  One 
only needs to google the word dandelion to see the 
healing properties it offers to understand why it has 
been so highly valued from the very beginning of 
recorded history.  But, as so many of us who prize a 
prescribed aesthetically pleasing yard understand, 
the dandelion, with its hardy tap root stretching down 
ten to fifteen feet to harvest those truly beneficial 
minerals, are not so easily contained.  So, it’s value is 
priceless but, how to place and contain it...Hmmmm.   

Interestingly, research, cross breeding, and 
development of a dandelion species native to 
Uzbekistan (Taraxacum Kok-saghyz) as a source 
of rubber has been underway at The Ohio State 
University campus in Wooster for several years in 
response to the shortfall of rubber supply due to the 
increase demand from industrializing China.  So our 
brilliance in innovation and technology has come to 
the rescue.  The rubber being produced at Wooster, 
known as Buckeye Gold, has clearly been successful 
and proven in its applicability.  As a quick google 
search yields, millions of dollars are being invested 
in industries using the knowledge and technology 

History Corner  cont. on pg. 7
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Plant of the Month
NEW PLANTS TO TRY

It’s that time of year again.  Christmas is over and 
all the plant catalogs will be arriving in the mail.  I 
want to plant everything and since I’m rested up from 
all the work during the summer, I think I have lots of 
energy.  

I like to try planting something new every year.  I’ve 
looked at the new plant listings and found some I 
think I’d like to try.  

I have not planted any dahlias for several years.  I 
didn’t want to dig them up in the fall and try to keep 
them alive over winter.  One to consider is Garden-
etta Passion Fruit dahlia.  You don’t need to dig them 
up in the fall because the tubers usually don’t get big 
enough to save.  They come in gallon size pots ready 
to plant at the garden centers in the spring.  The plant 
is packed with petals, has 3 – 4 inch blooms, and 
comes in dark red, Lavender Swirl, or Passion Fruit.  
The foliage is powdery mildew-resistant and stays 
looking good.  The blooms are coral pink and should 
be planted in full sun in well drained soil. The size will 
be 16 – 18 inches tall, and 12 – 16 inches wide.

AngelMist® Spreading Bluebird Angelonia spreads 
out instead of growing up.  These plants will work in 
hanging baskets or at the edge of containers.  Plant 
in full sun to part shade in well drained soil.  Plants 
are 4 – 10 inches tall and 12 – 20 inches wide.

I have some white anemones in my garden.  They 
are okay but I’d like to have some pink ones.  I might 
try ‘Curtain Call Deep Pink’ Japanese anemone.  This 
variety is petite and can be planted near the front of 
the border.  The tidy mound of foliage is topped off by 
double flowers that 
float just above the 
leaves.  Plant in full 
sun to part shade 
in well drained soil.  
The height will only 
be 14 – 18 inches 
tall and about 16 
inches wide.  It’s 
much shorter than 
most and will be 
slow to emerge in 
the spring.

I have May Knight 
salvia in my garden 
and love the blue 
color.  It really looks 

good with my yellow tree peony.  I must say that 
I was really impressed with the ‘Playin’ the Blues’ 
salvia that we planted in the field trials at Snyder Park 
this past summer.  I hated the thought of having to 
pull those plants out at the end of the season.  They 
looked great and I want to plant some.

These are just a few ideas to think about.  A note of 
caution; just because some of these new plants look 
good one season doesn’t always mean they will hold 
up well over the long haul.
Dot Burkholder

Rockin’™ Playin’ the Blues® Salvia 
longispicata x farinacea

developed here.  They are no longer referring to 
it as Buckeye Gold, but Dandelion Rubber.  The 
Shandong Linglong Tyre Company plans to invest 
$450 million to create a new company focused on 
developing Dandelion Rubber. Internet serarch:  
“Linglong Invests in the Future of Dandelion Rubber” 
posted December 20, 2017.  Also, another company, 
Triangle, is building a $580 million tire plant in North 
Carolina to be completed by 2023, projected to 
employ 800 people.   That company’s chairman Ding 
Yuhua  “Announced that it will be the first such plant 
outside of China...”  Internet serarch:  “Triangle Will 
Build A $580 Million Tire Plant in North Carlina by 
2023.”  To see more information on Buckeye Gold, 
google Dr. Matthew Kleinhenz, Associate Professor 
and Extension Specialist at The Ohio State University 
Department of Horticulture and Crop Science.

It seems that, like the dandelion which readily 
spreads where it will, so too ideas and innovative 
foresight (the often silent but invaluable driving force 
behind manifested growth) aren’t easily contained.  
Whether or not they should be is a matter of opinion.  
I remember, as a child, dandelions were the first and 
most often played with friend in my yard as I happily 
colored my skin yellow, dancing full heart open 
in the sun.  They are still, to this day, offering me 
companionship in creative interest as I play with the 
similes interactively conjured in comparing American 
ingenuity and the freedom of the dandelion.
Carrie Moore

History Corner  cont. from pg. 6
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