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Blades and Blooms

1 10-12 Hort Staff Mtg. 
 12-2 Office Conference
3 9-12 Garden clean-up 
4 1-4 Required tractor training @SPGA
5 1-3 Wildflower Walk @ Clifton Gorge 
 4-6 Garden Fling set-up Kenton Ridge HS
6 8-3:30 Garden Fling @ Kenton Ridge HS
8 9-12 Utzinger work day
9 10-12:30 Plant sale digs @ Joan McLean’s 
  and Judy Bowman’s houses
10 6:30 Board of Trustees
11 9-12 Hydrangea School @ OSUE, large                  
                            conference room
12 3-5 Wildflower Walk @ Batelle Darby  
  Creek Park
13 9-12 How to Divide Perennials @ SPGA
16 9-12 Fair Flower Bed clean up 
 10-12:30 Plant Sale dig @ Utzinger
17 10-12:30 Plant Sale dig @ Natheta Mercer’s
18 10-12:30 Plant Sale dig @ SPGA
19 1-3 Wildflower Walk @ Mad River Gorge 
  Passover begins 
20  B & B articles due
21  Easter Sunday
22 9-12 Utzinger Workday
23 10-12:30 Plant Sale dig @ Karla Miller and  
  Chris Cornwell’s houses
24 10-12 Fundraising @OSUE sm conf rm
25 10-12:30 Plant Sale dig @ Joanne Baker’s
26 1-3 Wildflower Walk @ Clifton Gorge
27 10-12 Amazing Place @ SPGA
29 9-12 Early OH Settlers straw paths

Mark Your Calendar
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Pam’s Posies
Article is delayed to an unexpectd arrival.  

Pam’s daughter & husband’s son, Easton, was born 
March 21.  He is 5 lbs., 8 oz., 19” long.  He was 5 
weeks early!  Everyone is healthy and excited! 
Pam

Pamela J. Bennett 
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 

President’s Message
Gardens are the 1st sign of commitment to a com-

munity. When people plan gardens they are the 1st 
sign of commitment to a community. When people 
plan food they are a Raver “let’s stay here.” And by 
their connection to the land, they are connected to one 
another. 

Speaking of connecting. Have you looked at the cal-
endar on the VMS lately? That’s where you look to find 
out what is going on within the Master Gardener Vol-
unteer program. If you haven’t looked lately it’s busy, 
busy, busy. The Garden Fling April 6, 2019, door open 
at 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  A lot of planning and time 
has gone into this event. Hope to see you there. 

Hydrangea Class April 11, 9 a.m. - Noon in the  Large 
Conference room at OSU Extension.  The Perennial 
Committee is planning a 3-part series on “Garden 
Maintenance Through the Season.” The first program 
is April 13, 9 a.m. - noon.  How to Divide Perennials   
at Snyder Park Gardnes & Arboretum.  It is open to all 
Master Gardener Volunteers and the public. 

CRSI work days & digs getting ready for the Plant  & 
Barn Sale. Wildflower Walks at Clifton Gorge, Batelle 
Darby Creek Park, Mad River Gorge & back to Clifton 
Gorge.

Lots and lots to work at, work with and get involved 
in.  Happy gardening!

Don’t try to do everything - take time to refresh your 
body & spirit.
Fabenne Brandenburg

Some of the plants that will be for sale at the 
Pints & Plants event at Mother Stewart’s  on 
Sunday March 24th
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Thank you MGVs for getting your articles to Linda 
and Jo in a timely manner for us to have ready by 
March 22.

Thoughts and Prayers

Fabenne Brandenburg on the death of her brother-
in-law.  Fabenne’s address is 4660 Johnson Road, 
Springfield, OH 45502.

Judy Wessel and her husband during this difficult 
time.  Judy’s address is 1590 Cumberland Street, 
London, OH 43140.

Marilyn Hinderer and her husband on the death 
of Beda Hinderer.  Marilyn’s address is 4850 
McConkey Road, South Vienna, OH 45369.

New Email Address

Phyllis Frysinger has a new email address. 
pfrysin@gmail.com

Jo’s Notes:

Happy Birthday
2nd Roger Franks
4th Terry Reid
6th Bonnie Martens
7th Missy Hawley
8th Linda McCann
11th Karen Titone
15th Janet Heater
19th Connie Chappell
24th Linda Himes
30th Kathy McConkey

Garden Fling 2019
 
     Please tell all your friends and neighbors about 
the fabulous Garden Fling on April 6 at Kenton 
Ridge High School! Thanks in advance for all the 
hard work and planning for this event! 

     See you at the Garden Fling!

Connie Mitchell and Edith Newell, Co- Chairs

Schedule for Garden Fling Classes

Session A - 9:00 - 10:00 a.m.

Ergonomic Tools, Karen Titone
Growing Vegetables, Ed Wozniak
Personal Safety in Public Places, Lt. Allison B Elliott

Session B - 10:15 - 11:15 a.m.

Gardening Safety, Bonnie Martens
Veggies in Landscape, Kathy McConkey
Medicinal Ohio Native Plants, Carol Mundy

Session C - 12:15 - 1:15 p.m.

Keynote Speaker:  Pamela Bennett
Gardening for the Health of It!

Session D - 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Cooking with Herbs, Katie Poppe
Gardening Apps, Pamela Bennett
Taking Care, Angie Duggar

All day activities:

Blood Pressure Station
Garden Vendors
Raffle
Food
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Committee Reports
PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Perennial Committee is busy finalizing the plans for 
this year’s program.  This is a three part series and 
can be attended by individual workshop or all three. 
(notice price break for attending complete series)  
Also, for MGVs, earn 3 hours Continuing Education 
per class.  Potentially earn 9 CE hours altogether!

The following news release offers the details.
  Are your perennial beds looking bedraggled?  Are 

they messy and overgrown?  The Master Gardeners 
of Clark County’s Perennial Committee will help you 
learn how to keep your perennial beds looking their 
best from spring through fall. 

This is a three-part series of workshops. Have 
some fun at these hands-on, rain or shine classes 
at Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum, 1900 Park 
Street, Springfield OH 45504.  

The price is $10 per class or $20 for the series.  
Dress for the weather.  The shelter house is 
available in case of rain.

Mark your calendars!

Sat. April 13, 9-noon: Dividing Perennials 
Sat. July 13, 9-noon: Pruning Perennials 
Sat., Oct 5, 9-noon: Putting Your Perennial  
 Garden to Bed

Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder,  
Fabenne Brandenburg, co-chairs

GARDEN OF EATIN’ COMMITTEE
The Wittenberg greenhouse is spouting seedlings!  

There are 550 cabbage plants, 145 cauliflower, 
100 broccoli, and 25 brussel sprouts ready for the 
community gardens.  Basil and Dill will be planted 
next week for the Community Gardens.  Seeds for 
the Garden of Eatin’ are slowly being started.  There 
is limited space in the Wittenberg greenhouse this 
year, so getting the plants ready for the Community 
Gardens has been the priority.  Once those plants 
are moved from the greenhouse more space will be 
available for the Garden of Eatin’ seeding.

Teresa Magill

GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE
Raffle Table at the Garden Fling is still looking for 

nearly new or gently used items for the Raffle Table. 
Any items relating to gardening, yard art or the patio 
setting would be greatly appreciated. Just drop them 
off at the OSU Extension office. Thank you for your 
generous support.

I am still in need of  workers at the Raffle Table. If 
you have an hour or so to help in this area, it would 
be greatly appreciated. Just give me a call @ 882-
6128 to sign up.
Thanks, Joyce Studebaker

HELPLINE COMMITTEE
HELPLINE had a training class March 26 about 

how to  use the OSU Extension message system 
to answer garden questions at home or on your 
cell.  We no longer have to go to the OSU Extension 
to work the Helpline.  You may still use the OSU Ex-
tension and phone to do Helpline.  Kathy McConkey 
would prefer that you use Fridays if you use her office 
to work Helpline.  

Volunteering for Helpline will be on the same form 
we have always used, by using the VMS and click-
ing on the event calendar and going to Sunday of the 
week that you are volunteering to work and click on 
Helpline, or by calling Rick (324-5344).

If you missed the training class and want to work 
Helpline, call Rick or Ed.  We can tell you how to 
work the phone system from home.    It is easy.
Remember:  When do monkeys fall from the sky?     
During Ape-ril showers! 

Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
We want to give a huge “Thank You” to everyone 

who donated food and all who attended our 
March General Meeting.  We received wonderful 
compliments that this was one of our best 
potlucks!  We really appreciate all your support 
and help in making it a fun & informative night to 
attend.  Of course, we all know that the 2nd best 
thing about being in MGV is the food, but the 
fantastic people and friendships are definitely #1! 

Thanks again! 
The Social Committee
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PLANT & BARN SALE COMMITTEE
Plant and Barn Sale 
Coming soon – May 4th! 

We are starting our greenhouse season to get 
ready for our MG Plant Sale.  The kick off was March 
13th with greenhouse cleaning day and thanks to the 
efforts of a hard working group they turned a 2-day 
job into a one morning job!  We are now waiting for 
some roof repairs so we can get the furnace on and 
get our seeds and plants growing.  If you would like 
to help, workdays are Monday & Wednesday, 9 a.m. 
- 11:30 a.m.  We will post updates and changes on 
the VMS “General Calendar”.  The CRSI Greenhouse 
is located at 2030 North Limestone.  Park in the rear 
and dress in layers.

We have some wonderful perennial donations com-
ing to the Sale.  Loretta has been working with local 
gardeners to make arrangements for a “DIG”, where 
we will go in and dig and pot up these plants.  We 
will need help with these!!! Bring tools and gloves!!   
I have listed the schedule and the times will be on 
VMS.  We are trying to get these “digs” in weeks be-
fore the Sale so that the plants have time to recover 
and start new growth.  We want them to look irre-
sistible for the Sale!!  If you have perennials in your 
garden that you are dividing and would like to donate 
a few for the Plant Sale, we have pots and potting 
mix available at the greenhouse if needed.  “DIG’s” 
planned are:

•	 April 8 – 1123 Imperial Blvd. (potting will be 
done at Loretta’s on 4/9)

•	 April 9 - 1931 Wedgewood Circle & 1336 Wal-
tin Lane (potting will be done at Loretta’s)

• April 16 – Utzinger Garden
•	 April 17 - Natheta’s  garden at 3130 Judy Lane
•	 April 18 - SPGA with Kathy McConkey
•	 April 23 - 9686 Jones Rd. & 8383 Jones Rd.
•	 April 25 - 4100  Troy Rd.  Lot 110

We have a few plants that we will be selling at the 
Garden Fling.   If you are collecting the “Perennial of 
the Year”, we will have Stachy’s “Hummelo” there and 
two varieties of the Dwarf Monarch Series butterfly 
bushes: “Dark Dynasty” (dark purple) and “Queen of 
Hearts” (burgundy red).  They are fragrant, compact 
and great for a small garden space.  And best of all, 
they will attract butterflies!
Marilyn Hinderer, Loretta Blazer, Connie Mitchell

MGV’s working in the CRSI greenhouse 
gettting it ready for planting.

SPGA JUBILEE COMMITTEE
SPGA Jubilee planning has begun (actually I’m not 

sure it ever stopped)! The Jubilee is scheduled, as in 
previous years, for the first Saturday in August, which 
this year is August 3rd.

We have new Jubilee hours this year: 
9 am - 2:00 pm 

Last year’s SPGA Jubilee was a great success 
thanks to all the hard-working, creative volunteers. 
However, if you have any ideas for this year’s 
SPGA Jubilee, they could be improving efficiency or 
introducing something fun, interesting, or exciting, 
please take a minute to think of some specifics and 
email Rita Lane or Susan Smith with your ideas.

Rita Lane: ritalane2@gmail.com 
Susan Smith: slseng@att.net

Last year the welcome area became very 
congested at times.  We would love to hear your 
ideas for improving flow through that area. A strong 
possibility is adding another welcome station near 
the shelter house to help cut down on foot traffic 
congestion.

New for this year! We created a Roving 
Ambassador committee.  These volunteers would 
roam the area answering questions, giving directions, 
and generally being helpful to our guests. Many 
thanks to Wendy May and Missy Hawley who have 
volunteered to co-chair this subcommittee.

Planning meetings will be on the following dates:
May 23, 1-3 p.m.; June 27, 1-3 p.m.; 
July 25, 1-3 p.m.;August 22 wrap up, 1-3 p.m.

Master Gardener Volunteers are definitely a smart, 
creative bunch, and we look forward to hearing your 
ideas and suggestions.

Rita Lane and Susan Smith 
Co-chairs
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pinch the growing tips off young plants before they 
begin flowering.  

Fertilize celosia when you plant it.  A slow-release 
fertilizer will give the plant nutrients through the 
growing season.  You can also use a water-soluble 
fertilizer each time you water.
Dot Burkholder 

Plant of the Month
CELOSIA (sell-OH-zee-uh) 
Celosia, cockscomb

I’m having trouble with my bucket.  You know the 
one I mean, it’s the bucket containing the list of all 
the things I want to do, grow and plant this season.  I 
need more muscle (mine), money, time, etc.  I like to 
try something different each season.  Last fall I was 
forced to drive a different route to church due to bridge 
repairs.  I saw a garden featuring colorful cockscomb 
in front of some gray/green foliage.  I decided I needed 
to grow Celosia, so it’s now on my list.

Celosia is an annual flower for sun that’s been 
around for generations and is still popular.  The plant 
is easy to grow.  Grow it in just about any sunny spot 
including gardens, containers, beds, and borders.

There are 
many varieties of 
celosia available.  
Crested types 
have interesting, 
brain-like flowers, 
giving rise to one 
of the plants other 
monikers: cocks 
comb because the 
flowers look like 
the comb on the 
head of a chicken.  
Plume types have 
feathery flowers 
that look like flames 
or puffs of cotton 
candy and add vertical appeal and texture.  Most 
celosia varieties come in colors of red, pink, orange, 
and yellow.

Depending on the cultivar, celosias can reach a 
height of 6 – 36 inches.  The flowers will remain from 
early summer until frost.  The flowers mix well with 
other flowers and also look great planted en mass.  
The flowers attract butterflies and will last a long time 
when cut for bouquets.  

Dried celosia flowerheads hold their color well.  To 
dry the flowerheads, cut the stems at the base when 
plants reach mature size.  Remove the foliage and 
tie three to five stems together with tape, wire or twist 
ties.  Hang the bunches upside down in a dry area with 
good air flow for about a month.

Celosias are generally pest and disease-free and 
are also drought tolerant.  To get more side branches, 

wiki/File:Celosia_cristata_ 
(Cockscomb)_Flower_in_Chandi-
garh_-4.jpg

SAVE THE DATE:
You are invited to a Perennial PLANT SWAP

MAY 25th, 270 S. Broadmoor, Springfield, 45504
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

 “4 for $5” (Bring 5 perennials in labeled, disposable 
containers and pay $5 fee;

No perennials- No problem- Pay $10 fee)
Leave with 4 perennials

(one container is for sale along with garden items)
Proceeds benefit MASTER GARDENERS!!!

For info, contact Linda Butler
(linda1950@ameritech.net; 937-408-6295)

Here are some of the first seedlings coming up at the 
Mitchell Greenhouse. If you are on the Field Trial/

Greenhouse Committee and want to work, there are still 
spots available on the Greenhouse calendar.

GREENHOUSE COMMITTEE

DOWNTOWN CLEANUP
     We will still be participating in the Downtown 
Cleanup but due to date conflits with our Plant 
Sale, we will be working a different date and time.  
Please watch Email for information with date, time 
and location.  Please join us to help cleanup our 
town.
     Thank you.
Natheta Mercer
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Information on AmazonSmile
To use the program, one has to use the website, 
smile.amazon.com to order -  instead of amazon.
com. When you place an order, you’ll get a prompt 
to use the smile.amazon.com website.  One cannot 
access the charity donation directly from the Amazon 
App if folks use it on their phones or devices.  The 
only way to do it then is to choose items, put them in 
the “cart” and close out.  Then go to the smile.ama-
zon.com website and click on the cart and make the 
actual purchase. Rita Lane
From the website: About AmazonSmile
What is AmazonSmile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 
you to support your favorite charitable organization 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 
shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same 
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping 
experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus 
that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 
price to your favorite charitable organization. You 
can choose from over one million organizations to 
support.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile?
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.
com from the web browser on your computer or 
mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark 
to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return 
and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.
Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for 
charitable donations?
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are 
eligible for donations. You will see eligible products 
marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their 
product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-
Save purchases and subscription renewals are not 
currently eligible.
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on 
AmazonSmile?
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com 
and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, 
wedding or baby registry, and other account settings 
are also the same.
How do I select a charitable organization to 
support when shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.
com), you need to select a charitable organization to 
receive donations from eligible purchases before you 

begin shopping. We will remember your selection, 
and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.
amazon.com will result in a donation.
Can I change my charity?
Yes, you can change your charity any time. Your 
AmazonSmile purchases after the change count 
towards your newly selected charity. To change your 
charity, sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop 
or mobile phone browser and simply select “Change 
your Charity” in “Your Account.”
What charities can I choose from?
You can choose from over one million eligible 501(c)
(3) public charitable organizations.
What if my selected charity does not register 
to participate in the AmazonSmile program or 
becomes ineligible?
If your selected charity does not register to 
participate, becomes ineligible, or requests to be 
removed from the program, you will have a chance 
to select a different charity to receive the accrued 
donations that have not yet been disbursed to 
your charity. If you do not select a different charity, 
the accrued donations will be distributed to other 
organizations receiving donations.

A Prayer In Spring - Poem by Robert Frost

Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers to-day;  
And give us not to think so far away  
As the uncertain harvest; keep us here  
All simply in the springing of the year.

Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white, 
Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night;  
And make us happy in the happy bees,  
The swarm dilating round the perfect trees.

And make us happy in the darting bird  
That suddenly above the bees is heard, 
The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill,  
And off a blossom in mid air stands still.

For this is love and nothing else is love,  
The which it is reserved for God above  
To sanctify to what far ends He will, 
But which it only needs that we fulfil. 



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)
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Remember
Garden Clean Up

April 3rd


