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Blades and Blooms

5 9-12 Mitchell Greenhouse cleaning

7 11-2 Perennial Cmte. Meet & Eat  
 ` @ Kathy McConkey’s

8 10-12 Plant/Barn Sale Planning  
  OSUE lg conf rm

11 10-12 Hort staff meeting 
 12-2 Office conference

12 1-3 SPGA Meeting @ OSUE sm 
  conf rm
13 6:30 Board of Trustees @ sm conf rm

15 10-12 Garden of Eatin’ @ lg conf rm

20 1-4 Early OH Settlers make displays 
  @ SPGA 
  B&B articles due
22 9-11 Seeding at Witt greenhouse 
 9-12 Tool Sharpening for MGVs @         
                          SPGA

26 1-3 Garden Fling @OSUE lg conf rm

27 10-12 Fundraising @OSUE sm conf rm

Mark Your Calendar

Our Garden of Eatin’ adds a little color to the 
gardens in January. Thank you to Fabenne 
Brandenburg for this picture.

CFAES OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION
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President’s Message
Saturday morning January 19,2019. I’m looking out 

the back window across the field next door. Waiting 
for that big snowstorm we have been warned about 
all week. So far it’s raining.

The Ecuador group will be leaving soon for their 
trip. I’m guessing they will have a lot to share on their 
return. Wishing everyone a safe & healthy adventure.

Cathy Zernechel, Linda McCann & Teresa Grego-
ry held the training for Mitchell Greenhouse at OSU 
Extension. Great job! Cleaning is scheduled for Feb-
ruary 5 from 9-12.

I’m not a writer, however, I have been thinking what 
to write for this article. I received an email last night 
from Linda Asebrook, good place to start. She is 
working on the bookmarks for the Plant & Barn Sale 
in May. She needs to get them printed asap for the 
Perennial School, Thursday, March 7. What!  I’m not 
ready to think that far ahead. But then again times 
not going to wait on me! Hope you have your calen-
dar marked & have plans to attend. The Backyard 
Vegetable Garden Workshop is March 16, 9-3:30 at 
Courtyard by Marriott, Springfield.

Committee Chairs, if you have new projects for this 
year, present it to the Board for approval. Feb. 9, 6:30 
p.m. is the next Board meeting.

BREAKING NEWS: There will be NO farms closed 
due to the extreme cold. Farmers will be out in the 
cold & blowing wind tending their livestock. They will 
be praying for machinery to work, fences to stay put 
& that the axe doesn’t break when opening up wa-
ter tanks. If you know or love a FARMER tell them 
thanks.

Respectfully, Fabenne Brandenburg

Pam’s Posies

     Greetings and Happy Valentine’s Day!  We are 
heading to Ecuador in just a few days and will be 
back in time for the big day.  I am looking forward to 
gardening and a little bit better weather in Ecuador!

     Many have been asking about the open Program 
Assistant position.  I am still waiting on the position 
to be posted.  I’ll be sure to let everyone know via 
email when things start moving.

     And speaking of moving – we are moving ahead 
on the pavilion.  The core borings were completed 
before the holidays.  These are done to test the soil 
in order to know how deep the base has to be for the 
structure.  The final design has been received by the 
Chairs of the pavilion committee and will be shared 
at the next SPGA Committee meeting.  The final cost 
will be determined in early February.  You will be 
updated as soon as we have everything finalized.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension

SNYDER PARK GARDENS AND 
ARBORETUM MEETING
     We will be meeting in OSU Extension’s Small 
Conference Room on Tuesday, February 12th at 
1:00 p.m. for updates.  All garden chairs should try 
to attend with an update on plans for this year.  

     In addition, the Pavilion Committee will be updat-
ing you on the final design and the cost and the 
Signage Committee will be sharing the design for 
the brochures and signage.  
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Reminders

Reference:  Master Gardener Volunteer’s 
dues.  If you have not already paid your MGV 
membership fees to the MGV Treasurer, please 
do so as soon as possible.  The Membership 
Fees form is available on the VMS. Sign in to the 
VMS home page.  To the left in the yellow box 
under General Information, click on Newsletter/
Documents, then under Documents (center green 
box), click on Yearly Membership Fees Form.  Fill 
this form out and follow the instructions on form to 
pay your fees.

Reference:  Recertification to be a Master 
Gardener Volunteer

If you have not yet recertified, please go to the 
Home Page on VMS and complete the simple on-
line process to update your MGV status.  Click on 
“PLEASE COMPLETE THE DOCUMENTS NOW,” 
click on “Annual Volunteer Agreement and Request 
for Recertification.”  You need to agree 3 times to 
accept 3 different agreements to complete your 
recertification.

Jo’s Notes:

17th Judith Finnegan

17th Marty Harley

18th Fran Davidson

21st Carolyn Allen

22nd Cynthia Valente

23rd Deanne Rucker

Happy February  
Birthday’s

CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNTIES FOR 2019
       There are several opportunities for MGVs to get there required 10 hours of continuing education.  Here 
   are just a few:

          February 22 - Tool Sharpening at SPGA for MGVs (public program is in Oct.)  no charge
          March 7- Perennial Flower School at Hollenbeck Bailey Creative Arts Cpmf. Ctr.,   $70.00.  Registration
                form at http://go.osu.edu/2019perennialschoolclarkcounty
          March 16 - Backyard Vegetable Workshop at Courtyard by Marriott, $30.00.  Registration form 
                http://      go.osu.edu/2019vegetablegardenclarkcounty
          April 6 - Garden Fling at Kenton Ridge High School, $10 gen admission, $40 for Health Care
                Professions seeking contact hours.
          April 11 - Hydrangea School @ SPGA, cost TBA
          March-May - Wildflower Walks, check the VMS calendar for locations and times.

      Determine CEUs by literal class time hours attended.



4

CoMMittee rePorts
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

Our 1st meeting was held on Jan. 23rd so I am 
writing this before it happens.

Since this was the 1st meeting, there was lots to 
go over. Fundraising will be setting up a table at 
events held within the Master Garden organization. 
The first event will be Perennial School March 7 at 
the Hollenbeck Bayley Creative Arts & Conference 
Center.

This allows for members to get volunteer hours. 
The class time provides 5.25 CE hours. 

Thanks to all that participate in all that you do.

Fabenne Brandenburg, Committee Chair

HELPLINE
Most of you know that Helpline will be answering 
garden questions via the phone message system 
in OSU Extension office, due to a large reduction in 
Helpline calls.  This will change the procedures for 
answering the calls.  
   The following are some changes we have 
discussed.  We would like to have your input and 
ideas about these changes and other changes you 
may have.

1. You will be able to answer messages in your 
home, on your cell, or at OSU Extension.  A 
short training time will be necessary; it is easy 
to do.  

2. If you choose to use the OSU Extension office 
to answer messages, you may bring in another 
MGV to help you and keep you company.  (It 
is much more fun with 2 or more people and 
mileage is tax deductible and travel time counts 
as volunteer time.)

3. Messages should be checked at least 2 times a 
week, from home or the OSU Extension office.

4. Volunteering for Helpline will be on the same 
form we have always used or by contacting 
Rick or Ed.

5. We will use the same form to record the 
Helpline garden question and the info given 
to help solve the garden problem.  This form 
will need to be returned to the OSU Extension 
office and filed in the green Helpline notebook. 

6. If you have any ideas or input for these 
procedures, please contact Ed or Rick.

Remember:    Hard work doesn’t harm anyone, but I 
do not want to take any chances. 
Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
Perennial Committee met January 9, 2019 for 

discussion regarding program ideas for 2019.  The 
consensus was to develop a hands-on series called 
“Maintenance through the Season.”  Details of this 
program will be further discussed and finalized at 
the next Perennial Committee meeting to be held 
on Thursday, Feb 7 from 11-2 at Kathy McConkey’s, 
2666 Prestwick Village Circle, Springfield.

Anyone interested in participating is welcome.  
Since this is a “Meet & Eat Planning Meeting,” and 
RSVP by January 31 will be very helpful.  Please 
RSVP kathy.mcconkey@icloud.com

Look for more information in the March B & B.

Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder,  
Fabenne Brandenburg

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
The Social Committee would like to thank every-

one very much for all the delicious, nutritious, and 
“healthy” food contributions we had at our January 
General Meeting.  The Social Committee could not 
operate without all the help and support we receive 
and we can not thank you all enough!

Jan O’Neill, Terry Reid, and the Social Committee

     I’d like to thank everyone for 
all the kind words and sympathy 
cards for the passing of my 
mother-law and Tom’s Mom.

Pam Thullen
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PLANT & BARN SALE COMMITTEE
Our Plant & Barn Sale will be held May 4th at 

Snyder Park’s Club House, from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. We will be starting off with a planning meeting 
that will be held February 8th 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
in the Large Conference Room.  Please bring all 
your ideas: what do you want to see us sell, plant 
suggestions, and anything else that will make it a 
“WOW” sale!!!  The bookmarks have been approved 
and will be available soon to hand out at all our 
upcoming programs and events.  They will also be 
ready to give out as reminders to your friends, family, 
and fellow gardeners.  

We will, once again, be using the CRSI greenhouse 
(2030 N. Limestone St.) to raise lots of plants for the 
Sale.  We will be starting in the greenhouse at 9:00 
a.m. on Wednesday March 13th with cleaning & set 
up.  What we don’t get done, we will finish up on 
the 14th.  We will start seeding and potting plugs on 
Monday, March 18th.  Workdays will be on Monday 
and Wednesday’s (until the Plant Sale) from 9:00 
a.m.-11:30 a.m.  If you would like to get some hours 
and experience working in the greenhouse, please 
join us!  It is a great place to spend time!  It is warm 
and we will work to fill it up with plants!  We are still 
looking for a few more waterers.  We would like 
to see a team of 2 for each day of the week.  You 
would sign up for one morning a week for 7 weeks.  
A watering training will be held at the Field Trial 
greenhouse on Mitchell Ave that we recommend and 
you will get CE hours.  We will send out an email 
to you when that date gets scheduled.  Plant Sale 
workdays dates and cancellations will be posted on 
the VMS calendar.

We have several “digs” planned for April.  We 
will be digging, dividing and potting up donated 
perennials for the Sale.  Get your shovels and saws 
ready, we will need help at these.  The dates and 
locations will be in future newsletters.

Edith has taken on the Barn Sale this year, please 
let her know if you have items you would like to 
donate.

We are excited for another “Plant & Barn Sale” and 
the chance to raise money for our MGV projects!!

See you in the greenhouse! 
Marilyn Hinderer, Loretta Blazer, Connie Mitchell

GREENHOUSE/FIELD TRIAL 
COMMITTEE

Things are about to get started in the greenhouse 
on Mitchell Blvd. We had our training session for 
working in the greenhouse on January 17th so we will 
start planting seeds in February.

Before we start to plant seeds though, we have 
to give the greenhouse a good cleaning. This is a 
project that any Master Gardener Volunteer can 
help with, it is not necessary to be on the Field Trial/
Greenhouse committee. Cleaning date is February 
5th from 9:00 a.m. until noon. If you are looking for a 
chance to get into a warm greenhouse, please join us 
in making our greenhouse sparkling clean and ready 
for all of our new field trial plants.

Bring rubber gloves, buckets, rags, scrub brushes, 
small hoes, rakes and hand weeding tools. Kneeling 
pads might be a good idea, too.  Since we put the 
weed barrier down last year it has done a great job of 
keeping the weeds down under the tables, but there 
are weeds in the aisles that need to be cleaned out. 

Those interested in coming please sign up on VMS.  
If you have any questions email Cathy Zernechel 
catz3243@att.net, Theresa Gregory mstgregy@woh.
rr.com or Linda McCann linda@mccannco.net.
Thanks, 
Cathy Zernechel, Theresa Gregory and Linda Mc-
Cann

Cleaning day at the Mitchell Blvd. greenhouse from a 
previous year.
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Plant of the Month
CALENDULA (ka-LEND-yew-luh)

Calendula, pot marigold

I’m over it!  I was talking to my neighbor this 
morning after he had finished plowing open both 
our driveways.   It was a beautiful morning after 
the storm last night.  We admired the blue skies, 
the sun shining on 
the ice coated bare 
branches, the snow 
on the evergreens, 
and the formation of 
pretty snow drifts.  
After a bit, he said 
he wished he could 
wave his hand and 
make it all go away.  
We are both over it. 
He wants to go play 
golf and I want to play 
in the dirt.  

As I was looking 
through my Select Seeds catalog, I became 
interested in the calendula flower.  I can’t recall 
ever planting this flower.  Why?  I don’t know.

This easy-to-grow annual has bright sunny 
flowers over spoon shaped leaves and will help 
to brighten up any garden.  Calendula is a great 
kids plant.  The seed is easy to handle, and the 
plants will grow in just about any situation except 

deep shade or truly boggy soil.   

For earliest bloom, sow the seed in early spring 
as soon as the frost is out of the ground, at a 
depth of about one fourth inch.  Sow the seed 
in full sun to partial shade. If you are impatient, 
sow the seed inside about 6 weeks before the 
last frost.  Calendulas do not transplant easily, 
so it’s best to plant them where you want them to 
flower.  

The plants will flower in colors 
from cream, yellow, apricot, and 
orange,  The height will range 
from 12 – 30 inches tall with a 
spread of 12 – 18 inches.  The 
bloom time will be from summer 
to early fall.  Deadhead regularly 
to keep them blooming.  Dead-
head back to the first leaf from the 
top.  Summer heat can cause the 
plants to look ratty, so prune them 
back to about half and they will 
revive in autumn.

You can use these plants in 
your containers, for cut flowers, in a mass plant-
ing, groundcover, in a meadow garden, or a rock 
garden.

These flowers look so bright and cheerful in the 
catalog, I think I will have to order some seeds.  
Sowing seeds outdoors in the spring is the best 
way to propagate.

Dot Burkholder

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Calendula_offici-
nalis,_pot_marigold.JPG

Valentine’s Day
February 14th



7

“Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let 
down your hair.”  Remember 
the fairytale of the beautiful, 
golden-haired young girl 
who was imprisoned in a 
castle without an entrance 
or exit?  You may be 
wondering, “Just what 
does this has to do with 
gardening? 

Well here is the story.
Before Rapunzel was 

born, her mother saw and 
craved a plant found only 
in the beautiful garden 

belonging to the wicked witch who lived next door.  
The mother stood at her bedroom window and gazed 
down into the garden.  It was surrounded by a high 
wall, built to keep all people out.

Her craving became so strong that she began to 
weaken.

It distressed her husband so to see his wife suffer.  
He worried about her health and he wanted her to be 
happy.  So, he bravely, although somewhat foolishly, 
entered the garden and collected the plant called 
Campanula rapunculus.  Once she received it, the 
mother-to-be was so pleased with the tastiness that 
she requested more of the delectable leaves.  Once 
again, her husband returned to the garden to collect 
the plant.  This time, however, he was greeted by the 
evil witch who was not at all happy with his “stealing “ 
her plants.  

After explaining how much his wife loved and 
hungered for the plant, the wicked witch smiled and 
said, 

“Your wife may have as much of my beautiful, tasty 
plant as she likes.  But… only if you promise to give 
the baby to me immediately upon the child’s birth.”

So frightened was the husband that he agreed to 
the wicked witch’s devilish request.

Upon the day of the birth, the wicked witch came to 
collect the child.  She took the baby to raise as her 
own.  She named the child Rapunzel, after the plant 
her birth mother had craved so much.  At the age of 
twelve, Rapunzel was placed in a high tower where 
only the wicked witch could visit/reach her.  However, 
as most of you know, Rapunzel and her gallant prince 
outwitted the wicked witch.  Or, so one version tells 
us…..

The plant is the Campanula rapunculus, commonly 
known as rampion bellflower, rampion, or rover 
bellflower.  It is a species of bellflower in the family 
Campanulaceae. This species was once widely grown 
in Europe for its leaves, which were used like spinach, 
and its parsnip-like root, which was used like a radish. 
Wikipedia
Scientific name: Campanula rapunculus 
Higher classification: Bellflowers

Yes, indeed, there is mystery and fantasy behind 
the history of the world’s lovely plants.

**Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. Text and photos 
are by G. D. Bebeau unless otherwise credited. www.
friendsofthewildflowergarden.org (Internet January 19, 
2019).

Submitted by Billie Pfeifer

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Rapunzel#/media/
File:Stamps_of_Germany_
(DDR)_1978,_MiNr_2383
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