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Mark Your Calendar

MGV elves making swags for patients at the 
Springfield Cancer Center.
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Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardeners,

Happy New Year and I hope that you had a great 
holiday with friends and family.  We sure did.  Now 
onto 2019!  We have a lot of excitement going on 
with the OSUE MGV program in Clark County and I 
can’t wait to see what this year brings.

Just before the holidays Bowser Morgan drilled 
holes in the area of the clubhouse in order to test the 
depth of the soil, bedrock, etc.  This is necessary for 
the engineer to design the pillars and footprint for 
the pavilion.  We are indeed on track to install this 
spring.  We need to start thinking about a celebration 
or grand opening for the gardens now!  This will be 
discussed at the January general meeting.

Our focus now shifts to raising money for the 
sidewalks.  The last estimate that I received a couple 
of years ago was 160K.  I will be getting an updated 
estimate in order to know our fundraising goal.  

We will also have a brochure for the gardens along 
with a rack card to be used to advertise tours for 
SPGA this spring.  I am working with a designer now 
to come up with the final product.  We will also de-
velop way-finding signs for the garden as well.

I don’t know about you but with the consistent wet 
weather, I haven’t completely cleaned up my gar-
dens.  There are several plants that still need cut 
back in the perennial bed but it’s been too wet.  In the 
meantime, I have been browsing the seed catalogs 
and can’t wait to get started.  I usually throw some 
lettuce into my raised bed garden in early February 
and wait to see what happens.  My garden might be 
a little more scaled down this year because of the 
arrival of two babies  - one in April and the other in 
May!

We are going to hire a Program Assistant to replace 
Janet; I am currently awaiting HR approval for the 
job description and the posting of the position.  Once 
it’s posted, I’ll let you know in case you might know 
someone.  

Here’s to a quick and mild winter!

Pam

 Pamela J. Bennett 
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

President’s Message
Happy New Year!   I pray that everyone had a safe 

& Merry Christmas.  
So much to be thankful for & look forward to in 

SPGA & Utzinger gardens.  It will be time, soon, to be 
off and running with all the projects ahead of us.

As I sit down to write my 1st article it is a “beautiful, 
sunny” 43 degrees, a brisk wind is blowing, the day is 
Tuesday, December 17. If  this weather lasts for long 
we will have Spring fever way too soon. Believe me I 
know it won’t last, so not getting the tools out yet.

 As the new President of the Master Gardener 
Volunteer Program of Clark County for 2019, I would 
like to introduce myself, I’m Fabenne Brandenburg, 
my class was 2012. I thought I knew a little about 
flowers, gardening & etc., because my grandmother 
and parents shared their knowledge. Well, let me 
share with you, I didn’t know what I thought I knew. 
There is so much to learn!  However, we are fortu-
nate to be allowed to learn at our own pace, in the 
areas in which we have the most interest. Just like 
anything, we have to give ourselves time to learn.

As a child of the 50’s (hum), the turn of the century 
fascinated me. I never thought I would see 2000. It is 
amazing how fast time moves. My grandmother used 
to say, when I was a young girl, “the older you get 
the faster time goes.” And my thoughts were “how is 
that?” And here it is 2019!

I have been told when we are younger we have 
nothing to compare time to. And here it is 2019!

January is named after the Roman god Janus, who 
was always shown as having two heads. He looked 
back to the last year and forward to the new one. The 
head that looks back reflects on SPGA gardens, the 
buildings that were completed, field trials, turf and 
etc. How beautiful was SPGA the summer of 2018! 
As Janie Malowney and I were leaving the General 
Meeting, if I remember, it was September. We were 
stopped by a couple driving through and asked what 
was going on in the clubhouse that evening. We ex-
plained why the clubhouse was lit up in the evening. 
They commented to us that Master Gardeners were 
doing a great job and enjoyed walking through the 
gardens. What a great compliment for all of you who 
work hard in the gardens. 
Fabenne Brandenburg
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Holiday Swag Event 2018
A special thanks to the 41 MGV’s who made the 2018 
Holiday Swag Decoration Workshop for the Cancer Cen-
ter such an outstanding success. The final tally was 152 
swags made for the cancer center. Twenty-nine volunteers 
took the opportunity to make one for themselves at the end 
of their shift bringing the grand total to 181.

This could not have been 
possible without the donations 
by all our generous members. 
(Our storage bins are busting 
at the seams, so we will not 
be needing any donations for 
the coming year.) In addition, 
Kathy Ardle from Schneider’s 
Florist donated a 12-pound 
box of floral wire stems to 
make our jobs easier. Be sure 
to mention your appreciation 
when you are in their shop!

As many of you know this is 
not just a one-day project.  On November 22, holiday elves 
gathered at the Snyder Park Clubhouse to tie bows and at-
tach ornaments. At the end of November 15, hearty MGV’s 
and several husbands braved the cold weather meeting at 
Pam Bennett’s for a bonfire complete with hot dogs, cider 
and s’mores after which we cut greenery. We completed 
the day at Pam Thullen’s, gathering more greenery. Thanks 
to both of the Pam’s.

It is heartwarming to see the tears in patients eyes when 
they express their gratitude for the swags which are given 
free of charge by the Cancer Center. It is also endearing to 
hear the stories from MGV’s as they express their desire to 
give their gift of time and resources. Many note their own 
cancer journeys or those of loved ones being motivation for 
joining in this venture.

We know there are some who are not able to come to the 
scheduled events but have supported this effort with their 
donations. Thank you. You are the quiet, behind the scenes 
players who help make this a success. 

So again, thank you for your donations of time and sup-
plies, the snacks provided, the transport of supplies, your 
amazing talent in creating lovely swags, your sweet laugh-
ter during the workdays, and commitment to those who are 
in a difficult place during this time of year.

Happy Holidays to all,

Sue Ann Dill and Wendy May co-chairs

Thoughts and Prayers

Dot Burkholder’s (class of 2002) brother passed 
away the week of December 10, 2018.  Dot’s 
address is 3460 Hanson Road, Springfield, OH 
45504.

Dan Barksdale, Class of 2012, inactive MGV.  
Passed away December 12, 2018.  His wife, Sally’s 
address is 1851 Golfview Drive, Springfield, OH 
45502.

Fred Miller, Class of 2006.  His mother passed 
away December 26, 2018. His address is 270 
Circle Drive, Springfield, OH 45503.

New Phone Number
Terry Reid new cell phone number  937-688-0061.

Jo’s Notes:
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Committee Reports

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
The Kroger rewards program for August 2018 

thru October 2018 earned $89.47. There are 17 
Households registered with the Kroger Community 
Rewards Program. 

I’m looking forward to working with the Fundraising 
Committee in 2019. The 1st meeting, weather 
permitting, is January 23rd, 10:00 in the OSUE small 
conference. See you there.

Happy New Year!  
Fabenne Brandenburg, Committee Chair.

GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE
Hope that all of you had fabulous Holidays with 

your Family and Friends! I have the perfect solution 
for that upcoming winter slump! 

Join the action on January 22, 2019 for the plan-
ning of the New Garden Fling @ 1:00 p.m. in the 
Large Conference Room at the OSU Extension! We 
hope to expand our attendance this year by offering 
Contact Hours for Professionals, i. e., Nurses, Dieti-
cians and Social Workers, who are required to obtain 
12 Contact Hours per year for licensure renewal. 

Pam Bennett, our very own, will be the key speaker 
this year teaching all of us about “Gardening for the 
Health of It!” !  We are thrilled!  So, if you have any 
ideas, please join us on January 22 @ 1:00 p.m. in 
the Large Conference Room.
Connie Mitchell

GARDEN OF EATIN’ COMMITTEE
This year the Garden of Eatin’ will be filled with 

unique, decorative, and as always eatable plants.  
We hope to coordinate some of the plants with Kathy 
McConkey’s “Beautiful Vegetables for Landscape 
and Plate” program.  Seed selection and ordering is 
underway.  We will be using the Wittenberg green-
house again this year to start the seeds.  There will 
be colorful trellises added to the garden as well as 
storage enhancements made to the shed.  We look 
forward to many volunteers joining us to further the 
growth of the Garden of Eatin’.   Please sign up on 
VMS to receive notification of seeding, planting and 
event dates!

Teresa Magill

HELPLINE
Merry Christmas and A Happy Great New Year.  

Info on how the Helpline will be handled this New 
Year will be coming along in the next two months.

Remember:  A New Year’s resolutions is something 
that goes in one year and out the other.

Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry

GREENHOUSE COMMITTEE
Last reminder before greenhouse training 
Greenhouse training will be held on Thursday, January 

17, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the large conference 
room at the OSU Extension.  This will be the only 
training day.  After the training class, you will be able to 
start signing up for specific work days for the Mitchell 
Blvd. greenhouse.

If you have any questions about the training or what 
we do at the greenhouse, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Cathy Zernachel (937-925-2347), Theresa 
Gregory (937-206-7879) or Linda McCann (937-478-
0350)
Thank you, 
Cathy Zernachel, Theresa Gregory and Linda McCann

Many MGV’s and their helpers cutting greans 
and having hot dogs and smores.
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History Corner
History of Food Banks

The setting was Phoenix, Arizona near the end 
of the 1960s. It was then and there that retired Van 
Hengel volunteered at a soup kitchen. As he ‘foraged’ 
for food to feed the hungry, he met a mother whose 
plight was to rummage through garbage bins outside 
of supermarkets. She did this in desperation and on 
a regular basis to feed her children. It was she who 
suggested to Mr. Hagel that following the banking 
principle of storing money, discarded food should 
also be stored for those in need.

Born of that mother’s want and wisdom combined 
with Mr. Hengel’s business background was St. 
Mary’s Food Bank in Phoenix. It was the very first. 
Volunteers shared a whopping 275,000 pounds of 
food that first year! It was a ready answer to those 
facing hunger. The word of its success spread rapidly 
with the establishment of additional food centers in 
eighteen cites across the United States by 1977.

The swift growth of this concept transitioned into 
America’s Second Harvest the Nation’s Food Bank 
Network, now called Feeding America. As today’s 
largest organization addressing hunger relief, there 
is currently a network of food banks across our land 
totaling 200 centers. Today’s food insecurity rates 
remain at the top and are holding! Their motto is 
Donate. Volunteer. Advocate. Educate.

And that is exactly what we do as Ohio State 
University Extension Master Gardener Volunteers, 
Clark County. We have donated 30,000+ pounds of 
food to this very organization over the years. How 
benevolent is that power of unity and giving among 
us? As we reflect upon those who perhaps would not 
have eaten this holiday season had it not been for 
your efforts, we thank you for all of your hard work 
and your labor of love.  
Interesting food fact: 40% of the food produced in 
these United States of America is wasted.
Respectfully submitted by Katherine Frazier

Covering the additional daffodil bulbs in the 
River of Daffodills.

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
Photos of December activities of Perennial 
Committee.

Loretta Blazer 
helping to mulch 
the new peony 
bed

Rita Lane 
(incognito) also 

mulching the 
peony bed.

MGV elves working on swags
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Plant of the Month
CORNUS (KOR-nus)
Red Twig Dogwood

As I was reading Pam’s weekly article in the News/
Sun a few weeks ago, it got me to thinking about 
plants in my yard with winter interest.  I have a few 
plants with winter interest but could always use more.  
Read on if this describes you.

A popular plant to use in 
holiday decorations and 
enjoyed all year long, es-
pecially in winter, would be 
the Red twig dogwood, also 
known as red osier dog-
wood.  This might sound like 
a tree but is really a twiggy 
shrub.  

Cornus sericea syn. 
stolonifera can grow up to 8 
feet tall if it isn’t pruned and 
a spread equally wide.  It’s 
characterized by its sucker-
ing growth and the stiff woody branches make great 
cuttings to accent container gardens and floral com-
positions.  

The shrub produces creamy-white flowers in spring 
and berries that ripen by fall.  It’s the stems of the red 
twig dogwood that make it so popular.  The stems 
start out green in the spring and summer, then turn 
red as the foliage drops off in autumn.  The shrub 

shines in winter with brilliant red twigs against a bleak 
or snowy landscape.

This shrub prefers full sun for best color but will 
tolerate part shade.  It will thrive in organically rich, 
medium to wet soil, clay, and will even tolerate 
swampy conditions.  A well-draining soil is ideal (isn’t 
that almost always the case).

Red twig dogwood offers a number of cultivars, 
including the smaller and more compact ‘Artic Fire’.  
Artic Fire has better resistance to disease than the 

original, and is only half the size at about 
3 – 4 feet high and wide.  In addition to 
the red stemmed varieties, there is a 
yellow one, Cornus sericea ‘Flaviramia’ 
which will put on quite a show when 
planted with its red cousin.

Red twig dogwoods are easy to care 
for.  In late winter, prune older branches, 
which tend to lose color over time.  For 
the best color, prune out one-third of the 
older branches at ground level every 
couple of years to promote new growth, 
which produces the best color.  If the 

shrub gets overgrown, cut all branches back to nine 
inches above the ground to rejuvenate the plant.  
Feed the shrub once a year with a layer of compost 
or a sprinkling of slow-release fertilizer over the root 
zone.

Red twig dogwood propagates by stem, or stolons, 
that grow just under the ground.  These stems can 
be divided to make new plants by placing the cuttings 
from them in potting soil indoors.

Dot Burkholder

www.provenwinners.com/images/cornus-
arctic-fire-farrow

Happy Birthday
4th	 Jody Frisby
8th	 Diane Catenacci
8th	 Pam Thullen
16th	 Susan Kogler
17th	 Mary Ellen Martin
26th	 Fabenne Brandenburg
26th	 Eydie Cox
26th	 Fred Miller
26th	 Lola Walston

MGV’s cutting greens for door swags
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20th Annual Central Ohio Perennial Flower School
Thursday, March 7, 2019

9:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.

Keynote Speaker
Brent Heath, Brent and Becky’s Bulbs

Location:  
Hollenbeck Bayley Creative Arts and Conference Center, 

275 South limestone Street, Springfield, OH 45505

Cost $70.00/lunch included

MGVs CE = 5.25 hours

BACKYARD VEGETABLE GARDEN WORKSHOP
Sponsored by Ohio State University Extension

Saturday, March 16, 2019
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Pam Bennett, Compost Happens—Faster if you Help it!  
Joe Boggs, Soil Success.  

Joe Boggs, Insects; those pesky insects!
Kathy McConkey, Veggies Worthy of Landscape and Dinner Plate

Leslie Edmunds, Nutrition

Location:
Courtyard by Marriott

100 South Fountain Avenue, Springfield, OH

Cost $30.00/lunch included

MGVs CE = 5 hours

UPCOMING CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

More information in February’s Blades and Blooms Newsletter



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark County, 
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett. 
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Susan Smith and Donna Myers cutting greens 
at Pam Bennetts home for Cancer Center door 
swags


