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PRESIDENT’S MIESSAGE

Weather, Weather, Weather!! Whether we like it
or not, we know it is a determining factor in Master
Gardener Volunteers planning. Daylight saving time
2019 in Ohio will begin at 2:00 AM on Sunday, March
10. Whoo Hoo! | can’t imagine anyone that isn’t
looking forward to that.

The 1st day of Spring is Wednesday, March, 20th
at 5:58 P.M. Now we know that we are told that, but,
there will still be rocky days ahead in planning, &
planting gardens. “Did you know there’s an App. for
that.”

Ref. The Old Farmer’s Almanac Garden Planner.

For the first time in nearly 40 years, the spring
equinox will occur on the same day as March’s Full
Worm Moon. The last time that these two events
landed on the same date was on March 20,1981,
though they did come close again in March 2000,
separated by a span of only four hours. Moons in
various months have sometimes-evocative names.
The March full moon, for instance, was dubbed the
Full Worm Moon by some Native American tribes,
because it happens when temperatures rise and the
earthworms emerge, according to the Old Farmer’s
Almanac. But that’s not all: March’s full Moon will also
be a supermoon, meaning that it will be slightly larger
and brighter than most of the other full Moons this
year.

Kathy Zernechel is moving ahead with the Mitchell
Blvd. Greenhouse plans.

Marilyn has dates on the calendar for the CRSI
Greenhouse & Plant/ Barn sale. Susie Broidy &
Teresa Magill had a seed planting for the Garden of
Eatin’ February 22 at the Wittenberg Greenhouse.
Check the Event Calendar on the VMS for further
updates for all 3 greenhouses.

The green of the plantings will be showing through
soon.

Please remember to send Linda Asebrook,
Secretary, your Committee Report for the General
Meeting March, 13 at 6:15 p.m. You can bring her
a written report. Do not bring a sheet that says no
report.

Happy Planning
Fabenne Brandenburg

Pam’s Posles

Dear Master Gardeners,

IT"S MARCH and time for the madness! Gardening
madness that is. | don’t know about you but | am
more than ready to get into the garden. The problem
is, it's way too wet, unfortunately. My raised beds
are even too wet to plant right now. There have been
years in the past where | have had my lettuce and
other greens in the ground by late February. In fact,
31 years ago on March 7th | had all of my cold crops
planted because the weather was 56F that day. |
remember this well because it was the day | planted
the garden, cooked out on the grill that evening, and
later had a baby! Ricky was born late that night.

The wet soil won’t stop us from our planning
meetings. | know that committees are actively
working on their spring plans and events. The
Garden Fling committee has something really cool
in store this year — focusing on the health benefits
of gardening. Come out and support this effort and
enjoy a day hanging out with plant people. The
Vegetable Garden Workshop is coming up on March
16th — please come and support this program. All of
the money raised by this program goes to supporting
the SEEDS Community Garden program.

Speaking of the SEEDs program, Terry Fredrich
is helping us out this year. OSU Extension is
contracting with him to help oversee the program.
We are likely to have less gardens this year based
on a year-end inventory of those gardens who
actually planted and harvested through the season
last year. If you are interested in helping with this
program, please let me know. Terry is looking for
volunteers who might like to mentor gardeners, help
with planting days, and assist during the summer
season. MGVs have provided a small budget to
purchase seeds and supplies and OSU Extension is
providing money for Terry. Changes are in store for
the program and we hope to keep it successful. Our
community has a large number of food desserts and
we can help with this issue.

Ouir first garden clean-up of the season is March
6th. It WILL/WILL NOT happen — take your pick. |
think that over the past 10 years, we may have had
2 March clean-ups. Keep in mind, if there is any
question about the weather, contact the office by 8:30
a.m. and we will let you know if it's on or canceled.

Another first, our Wildflower Walk is March 1st
at 2:00 p.m. Note the time change; it's only for this
walk. Our first walk is usually short and the Garden



Pam’s Posies cont. from pg. 2

Fling Committee has arranged for an interview about
the event at 1:00 on March 1. There will be no walk
on the 8th due to a state commitment but we will
resume on the 15th. | can’t wait. We may see the
snow trillium in bloom! If we can find them.

We have a great lineup for the Perennial School
this year — hope to see you there. We have a great
lineup for the entire year! | am really excited for this
season. Spring will bring breaking ground for the
pavilion — with the hopes that it will be completed by
July.

| can never thank you for all you do and for the
commitment to the OSU Extension MGV program.
You are truly a special group of people.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension

19 Sally Day
20 Vicki Stalbird
21 Robert Harley

25 Wendy May
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MGV Kathy McConkey at Clark and Champaign
Counties Heart Walk helping at our information booth
in the vendor area.
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Jo’s Notes:
Important Information

| need your help for the April B&B Newsletter
articles that will be due no later than March
20th.

| will need to proof this newsletter and have all
corrections done by March 22.

Thank you for your help with this matter. Jo

Thoughts and Prayers

Linda Himes for a quick recovery from her foot
surgery earlier this month. She is recuperating
beautifully. Her address is 5181 Morris Road,
Springfield, OH 45502.

Crystal Binegar’s upcoming shoulder surgery in
March. Her address is 1445 West Sparrow Road,
Springfield, OH 45502.

Change of Address

Eydie Cox’s new address is 3027 Imperial Blvd.,
Springfield, OH 45503.




CommITTEE REPORTS
PLANT & BARN SALE COMMITTEE

We are getting ready for the 2019 May 4th Plant &
Barn Sale! We will be using the CRSI Greenhouse
again this year to grow plants for the Sale. We can
always use your help in seeding, potting, trimming and
maintaining the plants and greenhouse! We will be
starting up at the Greenhouse, which is located at 2030
North Limestone St., on March 13 & 14th with cleaning
and set up. We will start seeding and potting plugs the
following Monday, March 18th. Our workdays will be
the same as last year — Monday’s & Wednesday’s from
9 a.m.-11:30 a.m. If you would like to get some MGV
hours, help grow some beautiful plants for the Sale,
spend time in a nice, warm environment, and enjoy some
great social time with other MGVs, this is the place! Tips
for working in the greenhouse: dress in layers- it will be
cool at 9 a.m. and hot by 11:30 a.m.; wear comfortable
shoes for working on a concrete floor & bring your
garden gloves and water bottle. Parking is in the rear
lot (behind Rally’s) and you can enter through that back
door. The CRSI Greenhouse /Plant Sale workday dates
and times are on the VMS calendar. If we cancel for
any reason, we will post it on VMS, will send out a group
email and will also let OSU Extension office know at 8
a.m.

We are also planning several “DIGS” in April at some
homes around town that have offered to donate a nice
selection of perennials. We will be putting out a call for
help with those in April! We will need people who can
either dig, pot or tag.

We are now in the process of selecting seeds and
plants for the Sale. We appreciate all the ideas from
those at the February 8th planning meeting. If you
have an idea for something that you think we should be
offering at the Sale, let us know so we can get it ordered.
We want to offer a nice variety of herbs, vegetables,
perennials and annuals.

Watch for information from Edith. She is coordinating
the Barn Sale this year and will be looking for gently
used, clean garden items for it.

Any questions or ideas??? Please contact
Marilyn Hinderer, Loretta Blazer, Connie Mitchell or Edith
Newell

See you in the greenhouse!

M from last year
displaying the
fruits of their
hard work.

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Fifteen Perennial Committee members met on
Thursday, February 7, from 11-2:30 for a working
luncheon at Kathy McConkey’s home.

We enjoyed a soup and sides lunch, with desserts
of course! Many thanks to the cooks and bakers! By
request, the following links are for two of the dishes
served:

Kathy’s Spicy Chicken Corn Couwder: https://www.
bhg.com/recipe/chicken/spicy-chicken-corn-chowder/
Adjust the heat to your liking

Janet Heater’s Brie Pull-apart Bread: https://www.
delish.com/cooking/recipe-ideas/recipes/a57209/
cranberry-brie-pull-apart-bread-recipe/

After our business meeting, we worked on planning
our summer program, which will be a three part
garden series, on-site at SPGA. We have named it
“Garden Maintenance through the Season.” Three
sub-committees were formed to discuss and plan the
details of each series topic. The classes will be open
to the public and CEUs offered to Master Gardener
Volunteers. Cost is $20 for the series or $10 for
individual class.

Tentatively (waiting confirmation with NTPRD),
mark your calendars for Sat., April 13 for first in
the Series: How to Divide Perennials. More details are
coming!

Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder,
Fabenne Brandenburg, co-chairs

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

There are lots of events planned for Spring. The
Fundraising Committee will have a table at some to sell
gloves, tools, books & etc. It was decided to add more/
better quality tools to the inventory.

Watch for these.

The Kroger Community Rewards quarterly report
was received Feb. 12. With 17 households Nov. 1,
2018 -Jan. 31, 2019 donated $ 88.67. The # to use
when signing up is XP270, you can also use Master
Gardeners of Clark County.

Do you shop on Amazon? Do you donate to an
organization on AmazonSmile? Did you know that 5% of
your purchases can be donated to your favorite charity?
The Clark County Master Gardener organization is now
signed up to received your 5% donation. Hopefully,
Master Gardeners is your organization of choice. Be
sure to check the charity drop down when checking out.
The organization is listed under Master Gardeners of
Clark County or Clark County Master Gardeners. Happy
Buying & Donating.

Fabenne Brandenburg



BARN SALE INFORMATION

Master Gardener Volunteers of Clark County, if
Punxsutawney Phil is correct, we are in for an early
spring. Which means we will start having thoughts
of spring cleaning in the garage, in the shed, in the
yard, and in the house. When you do, PLEASE
REMEMBER we need items for the Barn Sale. |
am listing the categories for you again to refresh
memories.

CATEGORIES
Home and Garden:

1) Manual tools — rakes, hoes, spades, trowels,
5-gal buckets, etc. Springtime is a time that
people are looking for items that will help them
plant, cultivate and clean the lawns and beds.

2)  Yard art — statuary, both commercial and
handmade. These items can be concrete,
metal and glass.

3) Power tools — gas or battery driven. These
items should be in good working condition. If
cords are required please make sure they are
with the item. Often a purchaser will want to try
out the item before buying so we need to make
sure they will work.

4) For The Kitchen — When was the last time that
you reached into your utensil drawer only to
find duplicates of the vegetable scraper, paring
knife or ladle? Now is the time to get rid of the
clutter.

a. Kitchen knives, prep utensils, tea towels (if
not worn) and other items that we regularly
use in the kitchen.

b. Automatic appliances such as blenders,
coffee bean grinders, crockpots, and,
microwaves ovens. Please be sure they
work and are clean. If attachable cords
come with the item they must be present.

c. China, glassware, dinner plates and
flatware as long as they are not cracked,
chipped or broken

5) Arts and Crafts — If there is anyone else like
me you do not want to throw away those scraps
of material (mill ends). Bring them in. Rag
wreaths and quilt making are making a come-
back. Also, children come in with their parents
so coloring books, crayons, paint brushes, etc.
will be accepted.

Gardening magazines and books will be accepted
but would like to have them current since practices
change over the years. They should also be intact,
i.e. spines unbroken.

Also this is a call for help. | need 5 volunteers
to help on the day of the barn sale. The sugges-
tion at the plant/barn sale committee meeting was
“to have two shifts of two hours,” so that every-
one would have the opportunity to “cruise” the
plant sale. If you are available, please call me at

937.286.1191, or email newelledith6@gmail.com.

Edith Newell-Perley
937.286.1191 or Newelledith6@gmail.com

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

On behalf of the Social Committee we are remind-
ing you that the dinner will be served at 5:30 prior to
the March Master Gardener Volunteer meeting. Our
theme this month will be St Patricks Day. Hopefully
the luck of the Irish will give us some good weather.
We are grateful for any contributions for our dinner.

Terry Reid and Jan O’Neill
GARDEN OF EATIN’ COMMITTEE

An enthusiastic organizational meeting was held
February 15th with ten in attendance. The Wittenberg
seeding dates have been set for February 22,

27, March 8 and 15 at 9 A.M. If you're interested

in helping with the seeding, please meet in the
Wittenberg student union parking lot. Three programs
are scheduled for the Garden of Eatin’ this year; Eatin’
Greens, SPGA Jubilee, and Seeds Saving |l.

Thanks to all those who have volunteered to help
with the watering. It is exciting to look forward to
seeing new growth to begin the Spring season.

Teresa Magill
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MGV’s at tool cleaning/sharpening workshop at
SPGA club house.



EARLY OHIO SETTLER’S COMMIT-
TEE

SOS SOS

We are looking for a couple of items for our garden
this spring: two birdhouse gourds for our fine feathered
friends and four bales of straw for our pathways. If
you have these items or know someone who does,
please let me know (land line 937-324-2727; leave a
message).

Our organizational planning meeting will be held
Monday, March 25 10 a.m. to noon in the small
conference room at OSU Extension.

Best news for this committee concerns the broom
making project held on slush Wednesday because—
ta-da—we actually made three brooms from the
broomcorn we grew last year in the Early Ohio
Settler’s Garden. Broomcorn is actually a sorghum
plant (sorghum bicolor), which is related to sorghum
vulgare (think molasses) in the grass family. The dried,
long, seed-covered tassels are denuded and tied in
bundles for a broom. Supposedly Ben Franklin brought
the plant to the United States in the 1700s.

Just in case you want to make your own broom:
here’s the process.

Deseed the dried stalks with a big sharp knife (crazy
fun). This produces more seeds rolling into more
crannies than you ever thought possible (not fun). Cut
the best stalks into equal lengths and cut the single
bristles off the scrawny, bent, loser stalks (plenty of
losers in our crop).

Tie 20-pound hemp cord around a nice 2-foot (or
a small 6-inch stick) and wrap it around bundles of
broomcorn one by one attaching it equally around
the circumference of the stick near the bottom. We
discovered that we are a group of Amazons who
can break the cord quite easily, which, unfortunately,
means “start over.”

We fashioned our brooms with two or three layers
because we did not have a lot of material, but they
seem adequate. Wrapping the cord around the bristles
and stalks in three places makes a sturdy, nice-looking
broom, as long as you know how to tie the secret “tail
and loop” knot. It has a real name, just can’t remember
that. It was neat to see the one floor broom and two
whisk-type brooms that the volunteers made in a
couple of hours. So clever!

This was a fun project, and now visitors to the
garden will be able to see a plant and the tool it
provided to pioneer settlers who had to make nearly
everything they needed to survive. When they made
their brooms, however, it's doubtful that the 1850
settlers laughed as much as our 2019 group

—Peggy Shank, chair
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MGV’s participating in the Early Ohio Settler’s
Garden broom making workshop.

HELPLINE

A few more changes to answering Helpline Messages
from last month (Feb.) list.

7. Kathy McConkey would prefer that if you use
OSU Extension office to answer the Message(s) for that
week, to use Fridays. If Fridays don’t work for you, then
call Kathy to set up a day and time.

If you have any questions or ideas, call Ed Wichael or
Rick McKinstry.

There will be a short meeting In March for all MGVs who
would like to work the Helpline. This will be about how to
follow the new procedures and how to use the phone num-
bers to answer questions. We will send out a notice for the
date and time.

Remember: Q: Getting a job in the Arctic in the winter is

great! Why? A: When the days get short, you only have to
work a 30 minute work week.

Ed Wichael & Rick McKinstry



Plant of the Month

CANNA (KAN-nah)

Silly me, thinking winter was almost over because my
daffodils were up about 1 inch. | woke up this morning
to about 5 inches (I measured) of heavy, wet, cement
like (according to my neighbor) snow. Yesterday | was
reading my latest garden catalog and wanting to buy
everything in it. This too will pass.

If you are planning your garden for this coming
season, you may want to consider planting some
cannas. We planted some cannas in front of the
building at Snyder Park a few years ago and hoped they
would come back. No such luck. We did receive many
compliments on them while they were in bloom.

Canna are »
among the most '
colorful summer
bulbs and bloom
in large clusters.
These plants
will bloom from
July until frost
in colors of red,
yellow, pink and
orange. The
foliage is lush
and tropical and
makes a big
statement.

Plant cannas
in the spring
after danger
from frost or
around the time
you plant tomatoes. Plant cannas in full sun to get the
best foliage color and greatest number of blooms. Best
results will be achieved if planted in loose, fertile and
well-draining soil. To plant, loosen the soil to a depth
of 12 — 15 inches and then mix in a 2 — 4 inch layer of
compost. Plant the rhizomes 12 — 18 inches apart. Lay
the long part of the rhizome horizontally with the eyes
up. Even if you don’t know if eyes are up, the cannas
will find their way to heat at soil's surface. Cover
the rhizome with only 1 or 2 inches of soil. This is
important! Planting cannas too deep prolongs sprouting
and could cause plant not to grow. Water well after
planting.

wikimedia.org/wiki/File: Cana_A/b-
erich_20030824_014.jpg

Cannas should be thoroughly watered one to two
times a week by slowly soaking the ground. Give a
deep soaking several times each week during the
hottest part of summer. Cannas are tropical and love
heat and water. Keep a thin layer of mulch around

plants to help retain moisture.

When blooming, feel free to cut flowers for bouquets.
Leave the foliage in place after cannas are done
blooming to provide nourishment for next year’s show.
Remove leaves when they yellow.

To store your cannas for next season dig them right
after the first killing frost. Dig one foot away from stem
so roots are not damaged. Loosen the soil and lift out
the clump and shake off dirt and cut off the tops. Let
the rhyizomes air dry several days. Store rhyizomes
in a dry place around 50 degrees F. Don'’t let them dry
out, place in paper bags or boxes filled with peat moss
or soil around them. This approach doesn’t always
work but it’'s worth a try if you like adventure.

Dot Burkholder
GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE

“Gardening for the Health of It!” is this
year’s theme for the Garden Fling! Not only are we
educating our Gardeners as usual, but now we are
also educating Health Professionals at the same
time!

The advantage for a Health Professional is that
we are able to offer Contact Hours or Continuing
Education Units for their bi-annual State of Ohio
Licensure Board requirements at a reasonable price
at a local location!

Our own Pam Bennett is the Keynote Speaker! She
will be teaching all of us why Gardening is Healthy!
She will also teach a class of Gardening APPS on
your cell phones. So helpful in today’s busy world!!

Ergonomic Tools - Karen Titone

Growing Vegetables - Ed Wozniak

Personal Safety in Public Places - Lt. Allison B. Elliott
Gardening Safety - Bonnie Martens

Veggies in Landscape - Kathy McConkey

Ohio Native Plants Medicinally Speaking - Carol
Mundy

Cooking with Herbs - Katie Poppe
Mindfulness - Angela Duggar

We are hoping to increase our attendance this
year! Please come and support us! Raffles, garden
tools, vendors, breakfast and lunch and much more!

Blood Pressure screening will be available by our
very own Master Gardener Volunteers! Ask a Master
Gardener!

Happy Spring!
Connie Mitchell & Edith Newell Co-chairs



HISTORY CORNER

| usually awaken long before dawn. This morning
| heard a muted rumble of thunder, about three
seconds following a flash of light. | moved in the
dark from the bed to my chair and lifted the blinds.
It was ‘thundersnow’! | saw the wonderous wintery
white fluff wending its way from the chilly sky and
building its blanket beneath our footsteps and atop
our gardens.

Have you ever heard the saying, “A good winter
with snow makes all plants grow”? Michael Mauro
of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden states that “Snow
can act as a blanket, protecting new growth from
extreme temperatures and wind while keeping the
plants moist.” (2016). He compared snow to a mantle
of downy fluff. This layer protects plants from direct
contact with wind, ice, and the damaging effects of
freezing and thawing.

Author Marion Owen says that the temperatures
are higher (usually) underneath a layer of snow
than the temperatures outside (2018). Snowflake
structure includes tiny, microscopic bits of ice plus
teeny particles of air encased in pockets. So, during
extended frosts, when roots cannot uptake water,
potential problems could arise without the moderation
of snow’s downy cover.

Owen also explains that due to snow’s unique
crystal structure, there is a balance of light that is not
reflected in the beautiful white we see with our eyes.
That sunshine is absorbed, transferred and made
available for our sleeping plants to photosynthesize
during the winter. Chris Roddick, an arborist at the
BBG, confirmed that trees can even form new roots
by their utilization of energy stores when it is cold
outside (2016).

Did you know that as snow falls from the sky, it
collects nitrogen and sulfur? These nutrients are then
slowly and gently released into the soil, similar to a
drip coffeemaker, all the while improving the soil’s
stateRe.

One last fascinating fact from Roddick: He tells us
how the Nordman fir defies the sometimes-excessive
flurries and outsmarts Ole Man Winter’s snow
machine (2016). The Brooklyn Botanical Garden
arborist shared that certain trees cannot withstand
too much of a pileup on their needles. So, they
catch some of the snow, allowing higher volumes
of snowfall to slide right off, protecting the branches
from heavy weight.

Many are anxious for winter to depart. So,
thank you for bearing with me during this month’s
exploration of the ‘s’ word. We'll ignore the downside

of the cold schtuff for now, as we patiently await the
unfolding of the other ‘S’ word.

Spring!
Lee, Patrick. 2016, February 2. A Blanket of Snow:
Good or Bad for Plants? Brooklyn Botanical Garden.

bbg.org/news/a_blanket_of snow_good_or_bad_for_
plants

Owen, Marion. 2018, December 30. How Does Snow
Help and Harm Plants? Lagniappe = A Little Bit Extra.
Marionowenalaskacom/how-does-snow- help-and-
harm-plants/

Respectfully submitted by Katherine Frazier

MGV'’s cleaning the greenhouse on Mitchell Blvd.
preparing it for all of the new plants that will go out
to our trial garden this summer.

I SAVE THE DATE:

You are invited to a Perennial PLANT SWAP
MAY 25th, 270 S. Broadmoor, Springfield, 45504
10 A.M. to 1 P.M.

“4 for $5” (Bring 5 perennials in labeled,
disposable containers and pay $5 fee;

No perennials- No problem- Pay $10 fee)
Leave with 4 perennials
(one is for sale along with garden items)
Proceeds benefit MASTER GARDENERS!!
For info, contact Linda Butler
(linda1950@ameritech.net; 937-408-6295)




£
Real Money. ;.

THES P RRLG
["* i BB
i S 'k BAE

i &

A\ Real World.

SIMULATION VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Tuesday, March 19th

7:00am-2:30pm
Tecumseh Junior/Senior High School

And

Monday, May 13th

7:00am to 2:30pm

Greenon Junior/Senior High School

Contact Kathy Goins-Tutt, 937-521-3863 or tutt.19@osu.edu
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