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Blades and Blooms

1 9-12 Garden clean-up  
 9-4 CRSI work and Barn Sale drop off
2 9-12 Barn Sale drop off
3 12-5 Barn Sale drop off 
 1-3 Transport plants to SPGA  
 2-5 Plant and Barn Sale set up 
 8-5 Community Service and Downtown 
  Clean-up
4 9-1 Plant and Barn Sale at SPGA
6 10-12 Hort Staff meeting 
 12-2 Office Conference
8 4:45-5:30 Plant and Barn Sale wrap-up 
 5:30 Social time 
 6:15 General Meeting
9 1-3 Field trip committee Mtg. lg. conf. rm 
 3-5 SPGA cmte @ SPGA clubhouse
10 9:30-11:30 Fair Flwr Show Mtg  sm. conf rm 
 1-3 Wildflower Walk @Clifton Gorge
13 9-12 Early OH Settlers planting day 
 9-12 Field Trial Prep @SPGA 
 9-12 Utzinger workday
14 9-done Field Trial planting
17 1-3 Wildflower Walk @ MRGNP
18 8-5 Hollandia Children’s Garden  
  Dedication
20  B & B articles due
21 9-12 Fair Flwr Bed clean-up
23 1-3 SPGA Jubilee Cmte @ SPGA
24 1-3 Wildflower Walk @Clifton Gorge
25 10-1 Plant Swap @ 270 S. Broadmoor
27  Memorial Day Office Closed

31 1-3 Wildflower Walk @ Clifton Gorge

Mark Your Calendar

CFAES OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Sections of the new Clematis trellis on south 
side of the clubhouse.
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Pam’s Posies
Make and plan and work your plan, right?  Ha ha 

ha ha.  Not when it comes to babies and their ar-
rival.  Early in the morning of March 21, my daughter 
Stephanie called to tell me her water broke – exactly 
4 weeks and 6 days early!  We went to the hospital 
and later that evening, Easton Bennett Gray Ledford 
was born at 5 pounds 8 ounces.  It was a little scary 
at first but he came out screaming and we all were 
ecstatic! He was 19 inches long with lots of black 
wavy hair.  I think he looks more like Stephanie at this 
time and boy is he sweet.

I had crammed everything I could into my March 
and early April schedule so that I would be able to 
take time off with her and that hasn’t happened!  I 
may take some time off later this summer when she 
goes back to work and babysit (aka spoil, cuddle, 
coddle, and all of the other grandmotherly words you 
can think of!).  Thanks for the cards and good wishes 
and concerns from all of you.  It’s so nice having you 
as an extended family.

Now back to business while waiting for the next 
baby – a granddaughter!  Kayla, my son Ricky’s wife, 
is due May 24th though the other day she said she 
would be happy with the Stephanie Bennett early ar-
rival plan.  All in good time Kayla.

Lots of things are going to be happening this sea-
son.  Some of the new things that you don’t want to 
miss include the newly-planted hydrangea garden 
(near the Garden of Eatin’) and the peony garden 
(they are coming up nicely, this is near the Early Ohio 
Settler’s Garden) and of course, the clematis garden 
to the south side of the clubhouse.  This incredible 
work (drawn by LaDonna Lowe, drafted by Drew 
Titone, painted by several MGVs and built by Sho-
nil Datta) is displayed in the trellis design.   Wow – 
thanks everyone for your hard work.  It’s beautiful.

Plans are still underway for the irrigation and the 
pavilion to be installed this season.  The pavilion has 
been delayed for various reasons but it’s still a go.   
We will be planting the field trials in their temporary 
spot one final year, however.  

Thanks to everyone for all of their hard work.  
Planting hydrangeas and peonies, cleaning up the 
gardens, preparing for this season, mulching, and so 
much more goes on without many even knowing that 
these things take place.  We have such an incredible 
team and I am so honored to work with you all.

President’s Message
As I write this there are 19 days until the Plant & 

Barn Sale. Those who are working, with the coopera-
tion of the weather, are hard at work with the plant digs 
and repotting to get ready for the sale. Edith said the 
barn is ready to start taking donations.

The Perennial Program Saturday, 4/13, “How to Di-
vide Perennials” at SPGA went well. There were 18 
people in attendance. Kathy was definitely in her ele-
ment playing in the dirt!

The  next Perennial Program is July 13, “Pruning 
Perennials.”

We’re finishing up another busy month. Awe May! 
Where is the time going?

Let’s hope we get a little Spring. Peggy had the 
members of Early Ohio Settlers Garden Committee 
help spread soil, Wednesday, 4/17. Her email read 
“definitely spreading soil.” 

It was a beautiful morning. The wind was calm and 
the sun was shining. There was a stump in my front 
yard that has been waiting to be taken care of. This 
morning I was able to get a fire going. Hopefully, it 
smolders long enough to get rid of the stump.

Work at SPGA continues. It’s just like home, the 
work is never done.

The Wildflower Walks continue on Fridays, weather 
permitting.  Check the VMS to see time and place.

“Who wants to reach the end of life in a perfectly 
preserved body? The scars, crinkles, wrinkles & the 
cracks are what makes us interesting.”  Bear Grylis

Keep up the “Good Work” 
Fabenne Brandenburg

Pam’s Posies  cont. on pg. 3
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Thoughts and Prayers
Gloria Sparks sister, Donna Jenkins, passed 
away March 29, 2019.  Gloria’s address is 3054 
Springfield-Xenia Road, Springfield, OH 45506.

Jo’s Notes:

Pam’s Posies  cont. from pg. 2

We finally have a new Program Assistant to replace 
the retired Janet Myers.  See later in the newsletter 
about an opportunity to meet him!

Don’t forget May 3 is the Community Service Day.  
See the article later in this newsletter regarding 
what is needed from Garden Chairs as well as other 
MGVs.

THANKS as always for being a part of this amazing 
Master Gardener Volunteer organization!

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett 
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

1st Edward Wichael
5th Laura Foley
5th Anne Kaup-Fett
5th Rosalind Soles
10th Jean Ann Baker
11th Carol Hanusik
16th Donna Myers
20th Tom Davidson
25th Jan O’Neill
29th Dennis Latimer
31st Deb Brugger

MEET THE NEW PROGRAM  
ASSISTANT!
On May 1st, at 10:30 a.m. we will take a break from 
our May SPGA Garden Clean Up to meet Rich 
Pearson, our new Program Assistant.  There will be 
snacks and drinks (non-alcoholic, though we are cel-
ebrating that we finally have someone!) for all and I 
will ask Rich to give a quick introduction.  Please join 
us and give Rich a warm MGV welcome.   We are 
very fortunate to have him!  

Pam Bennett

SNYDER PARK GARDENS AND  
ARBORETUM MEETING

Our next meeting and update on SPGA will be 
May 9th, 2019 at 3:00 at the SPGA Clubhouse.  All 
committee chairs should be prepared to report on 
current status and future (2019) plans.  I will be 
updating you on all of your burning questions!  

Pam Bennett

FIELD TRIAL PLANTING 
The planting date is set for May 14th at 9:00 a.m.  

I will be sending out specific emails regarding the 
directions for the day.  If the weather is as hot as it 
was last year in May, we will start earlier.  If it rains, 
we will change the date.  As always, we play it by ear 
(and Mother Nature!).

Pam Bennett
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Committee Reports
PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

On Saturday, April 13, 2019, our Perennial 
Committee launched its garden series with the first of 
three workshops.  “Dividing Perennials” was attended 
by 12 hardy gardeners ready to dig in and divide. 
We earned $200 for the Master Gardeners of Clark 
County and attendees were gifted with starts of new 
plants.  MGVs earned 2 CE hours.

Thanks to Dot Burkholder, Sally Day, Linda 
McCann, Janet Heater, Lois O’Keefe and Joyce 
Studebaker for your assistance by leading a part of 
the program or bringing plants, set up, clean up and 
“piping up” to make this hands-on workshop fun and 
interactive.  What a great way to learn!

Our next scheduled workshop, Pruning Perennials, 
is Saturday, July 13 from 10-noon at SPGA (MGV 
workers be there at 9).  Save your money if you 
need pruning shears and hand pruners. As always, 
Fabenne will be wheeling and dealing!  If you do 
shearing and cut-backs in your landscape (and who 
doesn’t?)  You need Okatsune sheers!
Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder,  
Fabenne Brandenburg, co-chairs

GARDEN OF EATIN’ COMMITTEE
The plants are ready to go!  The Garden of Eatin’ 

work days will soon be moved to the garden.  We will 
be cleaning and preparing the garden for a mid-May 
planting.  The biggest challenge in the garden is 
critter control!  The beautiful, colorful shed is at risk 
from a very determined ground hog.  If anyone has 
a sure proof method of sending him packing, please 
share!

Teresa Magill

GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE
Thanks to everyone who helped with the Garden 

Fling! It was a huge success!
In next month’s Blades and Blooms, there will be a 

summary of this successful event!  We are still gath-
ering information for all reports.
Connie Mitchell 
Edith Newell

HELPLINE COMMITTEE
Helpline home message system is up and running 
with about 10 gardening questions answered by 
MGVs in their homes so far in April (2.5 weeks)).

MG Volunteers have filled May and June weeks for 
the Helpline Message System.  Thank You.

The weeks in May are filled by: 
 1st:  Lola Walston 
 5th:  Carrie Moore 
 12th: John Eichelberger 
 19th: Rosalind Soles 
 26th:  Carrie Moore

We have openings in July, August, and September.  
Call Rick 937-324-5344.

THANK YOU! 
Ed Wichael and Rick Mckinstry 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Join us for the May 8th MGV meeting at the 

Snyder Park clubhouse.  Dinner will begin at 
5:30.  We will have a Cinco de Mayo theme.  
Any food item you wish to contribute we 
would appreciated. Come and enjoy food and 
friendship!! 
 
Thanks again 
The Social Committee

VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE
The Victory Garden planting (onions and potatoes), 

repairing the fence and cleaning debris in the garden 
was accomplished on April 10.  Depending on the 
weather, cabbage will go in the week of the 22nd.  
Green beans, corn,okra and beets the week of the 
29th.  Tomatoes and peppers will be planted the 
second week of May.  The garden plots have been 
laid out and  can be planted at any time.

Ed Wozniak
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PLANT & BARN SALE COMMITTEE
Our Plant & Barn Sale is Saturday, May 4th from 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.!  Rain or shine!  I am hoping 
that many of you are planning on working at it.  We 
need people for all kinds of jobs that day - check out, 
sun plants, shade plants, native plants, herbs, veg-
gies, the fund raising table, wagon herders, answer-
ing questions, helping folks select plants, and just 
smiling and having fun!  I know it is a super busy time 
of year so please let us know if you can work and 
what you would like to help doing.  

For those working that day:  be prepared for the 
weather!  Hot, cold, rain.

• Wear your red shirt and name badge
• Hat, jacket, sunscreen and chair (but if it’s like 

last year, you won’t get to sit!)
• water & snacks will be available
• park on service road behind the shelter house

Set up is Friday, May 3rd from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.  The 
team that is helping move plants from the green-
house will start at 1:00 p.m.  The team at Snyder will 
start at 2:00 p.m. and will be unloading and placing 
plants, setting up tables, tents, and signs.  Edith will 
be getting the Barn Sale items priced & organized.

What we need: 

• Wagons!  We want the gardeners to be ex-
cited shopping and to fill them up!

• Tags in plants!  If you are donating plants from 
your garden, we can make a tag/ sign for it. 
Let us know in advance so we can get those 
made up for you.  Bring plants to set up.

• Put a sign up and hand out some bookmarks.  
Spread the word!  We have both available   
at OSU Extension office.

This is such a great day for us to meet, educate, 
socialize, and promote to those who love gardening, 
the Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum  and all the 
other projects that the Master Gardener Volunteers 
do for our community!  Thank you to all of you who 
make this day happen! 
P.S.  Good news ....we will be taking credit cards this 
year!  Yipeeeee!

Questions, ideas???  Let us know! 
Marilyn Hinderer, Loretta Blazer, Connie Mitchell

SPGA JUBILEE COMMITTEE
Spring has finally hit its stride! The magnolias and 

forsythia are in full bloom, and gardeners everywhere 
are digging in the dirt and prepping and pruning. 
Spring also means it’s only 3 months until the SPGA 
Jubilee! We are especially excited this year to see 
how the new pavilion will be coming along on August 
3rd at SPGA Jubilee time.  No matter what the stage 
of development, though, we will be excited to share 
our evolving gardens with the public.
Our first planning meeting is on May 23rd from 

1-3:00  p.m. at the SPGA Clubhouse.  Please come 
and bring your creative new ideas and suggestions. 
We look forward to seeing you there.

Meeting Schedule: 
May 23rd 1-3:00 
June 27th 1-3:00 
July 25th 1-3:00 
August 22nd 1-3:00 (wrap up)

If you are looking for fun volunteer hours, we still 
have a few subcommittee chair positions for the 
SPGA Jubilee that need to be filled.  Please contact 
Rita Lane or Susan Smith if you are interested.

 Also, we want to give a big thank you to Dennis 
Latimer who has volunteered to be in charge of tents!  
Thanks so much, Dennis!

Hope to see you all on May 23rd at the Clubhouse. 
Happy planting!
SPGA Jubilee Committee Co-chairs 
Rita Lane and Susan Smith

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Music washes from the soul the dust of everyday 

life.
Thanks to all of you that have helped with mov-

ing and setting up the tools, gloves, books and etc. 
at events. It has been such a great help. Things are 
slowing down now for fundraising. Working in the 
garden, mowing grass and picnics are at hand.

We will have house plants for sale May 4th at the 
Plant & Barn sale. 

Thanks to the CRSI Greenhouse crew for their care 
of the plants.

Don’t forget to sign up with Kroger Community Re-
wards & Amazon Smile. Rita Lane said she would be 
glad to help if you have questions about how to use 
Amazon Smile. 
Fabenne Brandenburg, Committee Chair
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Early Ohio Settlers Committe working 
hard to get their garden ready for spring.

FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE
The committee met on March 5th and discussed 

ideas for the coming year.  We decided to “see Ohio 
first” and place an emphasis on local gardens and at-
tractions that many members have not seen or would 
like to see again.

For June we are planning a progressive garden 
party that will feature the gardens of three of our own 
Master Gardener Volunteers.  It will be on June 30th 
from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m. (or whatever) and appetiz-
ers, dessert, wine and soft drinks will be served in the 
gardens. The homes feature the gardens of George 
Simon, Pam Thullen and Linda Himes and are all 
within easy driving distance of each other. This party 
is for Master Gardener Volunteers but of course you 
may bring a guest.  In order to defray cost of the 
refreshments we are asking for a donation of $10 per 
person for the party. In May we will have registration 
information available for the party.  MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR NOW!

In September we will tour the Westcott House and 
Gardens, Ferncliff Cemetery (guided by our own Pam 
Bennett) and the Hartman Rock Garden on a day 
devoted to seeing local treasures.

In October we will spend a day in Cincinnati with 
a visit to Eden Park and the Krohn Conservatory 
with its butterfly display.  After lunch we will tour the 
Cincinnati Zoo with one of the horticulture staff who 
will explain how they have created one of the finest 
horticulture displays in our state.

Details for these trips will be on the VMS as we 
finalize the details.

Linda Himes and Connie Kersey

EARLY OHIO SETTLERS COMMITTEE
We have spent LOTS of time and energy in the 

Early Ohio Settler’s Garden in April. Already the stal-
wart volunteers have rolled up the chicken wire that 
we used to hold down the leaf mulch that we applied 
last fall. Even though much of that had decomposed, 
we bagged 47 (yes, I counted them) bags of leaves 
to haul away. It did stop the chickweed and every 
other weed from invading the plots. So far it seems 
beneficial, and our perennial plants and garlic are 
thriving. It was much easier to sack leaves that con-
tributed some organic matter to the plots this spring 
than yank out a heavy mat of weeds that robbed us 
of our topsoil last year.

Speaking of which, we had a much-needed moun-
tain of topsoil/compost mix dumped in front of the 
garden. I admit, I’m a wimp. I hired a strong person 
to haul it inside the garden one wheelbarrow full at 
a time. EOSG volunteers spread it out and moved it 
where it belonged.

At the end of the month, we will be laying down our 
straw paths. All that and we are still waiting for warm 
weather to plant. The fun never stops.
Peggy Shank
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normal croton behavior and you didn’t accidently kill 
it.  These plants do not like to be moved, and when 
they are moved, the plant can go quickly into shock 
resulting in leaf loss.  Maintain proper care and the 
plant will regrow its leaves within a short period 
of time, after which, it will prove to be a resilient 
houseplant.

These plants benefit from high humidity, so placing 
them on a pebble tray or regular misting will keep 
it looking its best.  Container grown plants should 
only be watered when the top of the soil is dry to the 
touch.  Water until the water flows out of the bottom 
of the container.  Keep this plant away from drafts 
and cold as it won’t tolerate temperatures below 60 
degrees F.  Lower temperatures will cause the plant 
to lose leaves and possibly die.

Loss of color on crotons is common in winter and in 
low light conditions.  Plants with faded leaves usually 
indicate the plant isn’t receiving enough light.  

Dot Burkholder

Plant of the Month
CROTON

O.K., I admit orange is not my favorite color.  You 
won’t find much of this color in my garden or in my 
closet.  I did have a dark orange/red lily in my garden 
a few years ago and I really liked it.

That said, it may surprise you to know I really like 
the colors of croton.  The colors are incredible with 
deep green leaves and multicolored veins in bright 
orange, red, and yellow.  A few years ago while 
visiting my son in Houston, they had a croton at the 
entryway to their house.  It was gorgeous!

Croton is native to the tropics, hardy zones 9b 
through 11, depending on the variety.  This is 
definitely a houseplant in Ohio weather.  If you 
bought one of these plants at the Garden Fling you 
may like some tips on caring for it.

Crotons 
come in 
a wide 
variety of 
leaf shapes 
and colors.  
Leaves can 
be short, 
long, twisted, 
thin, thick 
and several 
of these 
combined.  
Colors range 
from green, 
variegated, 
yellow, red 
orange, 
cream, pink 
and black.  If 
you look hard 
enough you 
should be able to find a croton to match your décor.

Check the variety of croton you purchased to 
determine the light needs of your specific variety.  
Some varieties need high light,  while others need 
medium to low light.  Usually the more variegated 
and colorful the plant, the more light it will need.

Sometimes a person will bring home a new plant 
from the store and within a few days, the plant will 
have lost some or maybe all of its foliage.  This is 

wimastergardener.org/article/croton-
codiaeum-variegatum/

Hardworking MGVs at the April garden clean up.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY 
MAY 3RD 2019

I have mentioned this in the past (several times!) 
and would like to firm up our commitment to this 
effort.  Each year Clark County businesses and 
organizations allow employees to take the day off 
and help other organizations in the community.  
Last year, if you recall, we had over 63 volunteers 
show up to help us at Snyder Park Gardens and 
Arboretum.  They cut forsythia and burning bush, 
mulched, edged, and did so much more to help us.  
Their many hands really helped us get ahead last 
season.

This year, we will be doing the same in addi-
tion to something new.  SAME – we will have 
volunteers (hopefully 60+ again!) at SPGA to help 
prepare for the season.  I need ALL GARDEN 
CHAIRS TO CONTACT ME BY TUESDAY, APRIL 
30TH and let me know what many hands can do 
to help you in your gardens.  Be creative!  Can 
they edge around the beds, can they mulch, weed, 
plant, etc.?  I will compile a list of what needs to be 
done overall in SPGA but I would 
really like to hear from garden 
chairs as to what specifically you 
might need.  

SAME – I also need several 
people to serve as team lead-
ers for the day.  For instance, 
last year, several of you were 
team leaders and worked with 
the different groups to help an-
swer questions and assist when 
needed.  Some of you supervised 
the clean up around the daffo-
dil river while others supervised 
elsewhere.  This is not a hard 
job.  You will be assigned a small 
group and will be their team 
leader.

NEW – We have also been 
asked, because of our skill set, to 
serve as team leaders for other 
projects around the community.  
In other words, there are other horticultural tasks 
that can be done but many of the volunteers help-
ing don’t know exactly what to do.  Therefore, we 
were asked to provide some leadership.  I need 
a few volunteers to help in the following locations 

and to serve as the team leader.  Tools will be 
supplied as well as gloves and trash bags.  Let me 
know if you can do any of these or co-lead with 
someone else. 

1. One Monroe St. (behind the YMCA and to the 
north, near the Spring St. overpass).  This 
area has a lot of trash to be removed as well 
as honeysuckle.  This is an empty lot that has 
potential as a playground in the future for the 
youth of this area.

2. The entrance beds to Springfield (South Lime-
stone St. near the Rt. 70 westbound exit, and 
in front of our building (Springview).  We will be 
weeding, cleaning these up and planting peren-
nials.  

  If you are interested, please let me know.  We 
will meet sometime next week to finalize the plans, 
tools needed, and more.  

Pam Bennett

MGVs and student volunteers from Ridgewood School 
at the 2017 Downtown Cleanup.
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.  
For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

You are invited to a Perennial PLANT SWAP 
Saturday, May 25, 2019 

270 South Broadmoor, Springfield, OH 45504 
10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

 

Pay $5 and bring 5 perennials from your  
garden. (donate one)  

Swap for 4 perennials of choice 
OR pay $10 and take home 4 perennials 

(Each perennial must be planted in labeled  
disposable container.) 

 
Proceeds benefit  

MASTER GARDENERS of CLARK COUNTY! 
For info, contact Linda Butler  

(linda1950@ameritech.net; 937-408-6295) 



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark County, 
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett. 
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Remember

Garden Clean Up

May 1st

MGVs working at the April garden clean up.


