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Mark Your Calendar
2	 9-12	 Garden Clean up
5	 10-12	 Putting your Perennial Beds to 
		  Bed @ SPGA
7	 10-12	 Hort Staff Mtg. 
	 12-2	 Office Conference
9	 4 p.m.	 Board of Trustees @OSUE     	
		  sm conf rm
11	 9:30-4 p.m.	Plants for Your Landscape 
		  @The Derby at Windy Knoll
14	 9-12	 Utzinger workday 
	 10 a.m.	 Turf Cmte OSUE sm conf rm
18	 7:30 a.m	 Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical     	
		  Gardens field trip
20		  B&B articles due
24	 10 a.m.	 Fundraising OSUE sm conf rm
28	 5:30	 Social 
	 6:15	 Recognition Celebration
31	 10-1	 Tool Sharpening/lunch 

Gazebo in the 
Utzinger Memorial 

Gardens, during 
the Farm Science 

Review.
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Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers;

Where did summer go?  We were waiting, waiting, 
waiting, and then all of a sudden it flew by.  It’s been 
a great summer with lots of activity and educational 
programs.  I hope you have enjoyed your summer of 
MGV programming.  We are only going to get better 
and better in terms of exciting the public about plants 
and gardens.   Congratulations on what you have ac-
complished thus far.

The Pavilion is under way in terms of our portion.  
The $204,000.00 has been raised and the contract 
signed.  We are now waiting on the builders to get 
the timeline and schedule all of the subcontractors.  
I am so excited but also a little anxious that we are 
embarking on such a big project!  

You have received by now an invitation to the 
Friends of the Park District Fundraising event on 
October 19th, 2019 to be held at SPGA.  I am also 
excited about this because the monies raised are 
supporting expansion and renovation of the tennis/
pickle ball courts.  In the future they may be able to 
help us with a project.  In addition, that afternoon is 
our fundraiser, Bourbon and Bulbs.  We will be hold-
ing this event at Mother Stewart’s in Springfield and 
will be selling various bulbs and providing a couple of 
educational programs on bulbs.  Join us or let Fa-
benne know if you can help!

Congratulations to all who were involved in the 
Farm Science Review – particularly our chairs, 
Marilyn Hinderer, Connie Mitchell and Donna Myers!  
They were fantastic and did an incredible job in get-
ting the site prepped for the review.  Thanks to Rich 
for learning the ropes like a pro!

Finally, we will be holding a SPGA Committee 
(Reboot) meeting on October 21, 2019 from 11:30 to 
4:00.  If you are on this committee, or interested in 
serving on this committee, please plan on attending.  
You must let Jo Brown know if you are coming as I 
am providing lunch for this event.  Bring your thinking 
cap and appetite!  Location to be announced.

Again, and as always, you are all fabulous in what 
you do and I can’t thank you enough for your service 
to our community!

Pamela J. Bennett 
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University ExtensionThe t

President’s Message
We have had such beautiful weather. I know in the 

Spring we were saying “rain, rain go away!”  Now in 
the Fall “rain, rain – come back.”  We’re not hard to 
satisfy.  I had the privilege of working with Natheta at 
the fundraising table at Farm Science Review.  And 
for those that have worked with Natheta you know 
she is the “energizer bunny.”  Not a bad salesperson 
either.  We had a great day.  Besides the weather be-
ing great, the day started out chilly and I think around 
10:30 we were able to take our sweaters off.  We had 
a wonderful breeze all day.

I went to Utzinger Gardens 3-4 weeks ago to help 
and wondered how they would be ready for the show. 
If you have been around at all you know the awe-
some group of workers belonging to the Clark County 
Master Gardeners.  They know how to “get ‘er done.” 
The gardens are beautiful.  There were lots of posi-
tive compliments from the garden visitors.  Thank you 
to all that do the back breaking tasks.
Fabenne Brandenburg

Pond area at the Utzinger Memorial Garden.
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REMINDERS FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRS
           2020 Committee Budget Request  -                                    
           Deadline September 30

           2019 Committee End-of-Year     
                    	 Report - Deadline September 30

Forms are located on VMS

Newsletter/Documents/Documents/Forms for 
Committee Chairs.

Jo’s Notes:

RICH’S REMARKS
Wow!  Time for another article!  Seems like I just 

wrote one of these!  And in the meantime, we have 
completed one of our signature events.  I am totally 
amazed by the MGV preparation and performance 
at the OSU CFAES Farm Science Review!  Praise 
and accolades to all the volunteers for their hard 
work preparing the Utzinger Memorial Garden for this 
3-day event.  I heard so many compliments on the 
beauty of this garden from visitors and our speakers.  
The Utzinger Garden is truly an oasis from the heat 
and chaos of the other activities of the “realm.”  
GREAT JOB to ALL the volunteers for their hard work 
to prepare and then to host, interpret, and educate for 
the multitude of visitors!  I am truly impressed.

The week before was busy!  Not only was there a 
committed volunteer army making sure the Utzinger 
Memorial Garden was in pristine shape, our team 
was involved with other projects as well.  

I had way more fun than allowed helping host the 
“Amazing Race.”  This is an activity of the Clark 
County Leadership Academy and was an opportunity 
to share Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum with 
future leaders in our area.  Ten teams were each 
given a riddle to identify the “home” of a  gnome 
they were to retrieve and take with them.  Writing the 
cryptic riddle and then watching them try to figure it 
out was great fun, and also a great connection for 
SPGA for future development!

Just before FSR, Friday, we had a fundraising 
event at Windy Knolls Golf Course.  It was a Golf 
Outing we were invited to participate in with an 
information table on the 8th hole and the opportunity 
to offer an item in the Silent Auction.  We had many 
participants stop and learn about how the Snyder 
Park Golf Course is now evolving into Snyder Park 
Gardens and Arboretum.  We had universal positive 
response and thanks for our information and effort!  
Many thanks to our “small” but mighty crew of 
volunteers for responding to my panicked last minute 
request and staffing the post!

Other projects continue rolling along.  By now, 
many of the committee chairs have traded in their 
keys to locks on the barn for a new key that will open 
the barn, locks on the gates for the new fence, and 
other locks to provide easier access to complete all 
of the current and expanding tasks at Snyder Park 
Gardens and Arboretum.  If you still need a key, 
please connect with Dennis or myself and we will 
take care of you.  I have heard some concern about 
the perceived sturdiness of the locks.  Yes, they are 
smaller than those that were on the barn.  They are 
sturdy, built with hardened steel that will effectively 

Rich’s Remarks  cont. on pg. 6

SAVE THE DATE
OSU Extension and Master Gardeners of 

Clark County’s
Recognition Celebration

Monday, October 28, 2019
Time:  5:00 Social

5:45 Welcome
6:00 Dinner

Location:  Courtyard by Marriott
100 South Fountain Ave., Springfield, OH

SNYDER PARK GARDENS AND 
ARBORETUM COMMITTEE – 
CLARIFICATION

Just a reminder that this committee is for ANYONE 
who wants to be involved in the planning and devel-
opment of SPGA.  We hold meetings at least quar-
terly throughout the year to discuss current status, 
upcoming plans for each garden, and items such 
as signage, sidewalks, marketing, donations policy, 
etc.  ANYONE interested in seeing the SPGA project 
through should attend these meetings.  The next one 
coming up is the SPGA REboot on October 21 from 
11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  I will be providing lunch so 
be sure to contact Jo and let her know you are at-
tending.  Location to be announced.

Pam Bennett
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Committee Reports
UTZINGER MEMORIAL GARDEN

A HUGE Thank You to everyone who helped with 
our Successful Utzinger Memorial Garden display 
during the 2019 Farm Science Review!

There were many hours spent this summer at 
Utzinger by a small group of Marvelous Master 
Gardener Volunteers who were very dedicated to 
exceed expectations for the 2019 season of the Farm 
Science Review. Thank you!

During the Farm Science Review, many Master 
Gardener Volunteers from all over the state assisted 
us in showing off our magical garden. Thank you for 
your help, your positive feedback, and educational 
conversations!

Special thanks to Rich!  He coordinated meaningful, 
exciting, and reassuring speakers for the talks at the 
Gazebo. Great job!

The Tree Ladies…Deb Dean, Ruth Ann Rahim, and 
Fran Davidson…were extraordinary!  300 trees were 
sold in two and a half days by these natural sales 
Divas!

Gloves, soil knives, and trimmers…Oh My!! Thanks 
to Fabenne Brandenburg, Jean Rickards, Natheta 
Mercer, Jody Frisby, 
and Carrie Moore for 
selling our Gloves! Our 
Glove Divas!!

What a great 3 days 
of sharing, boasting, 
fellowship, laughter, 
education, hydrating, 
friendships and of 
course: What shall we 
have for lunch? Thanks 
to all of you!

Great teamwork! 
Great education! Great 
attendance! Great 
Master Gardener 
event!

We are so blessed to be surrounded by Marvelous 
Master Gardener Volunteers!
Marilyn Hinderer, Donna Myers, and Connie Mitchell

GARDEN OF EATIN’ COMMITTEE
The Seeding Program continued with Seed Saving 

II, Wednesday, September 25 at 6 p.m.  The event 
held at SPGA Garden of Eatin’.  

Scheduled a workday on Thursday September 26 
to put the garden to bed for the winter.  So sad! 

Thanks again Team, for your hard work!!
Teresa Magill

VICTORY GARDEN
Last day for the Victory Garden will be October 1st 

at 9:30 a.m.  We will pick all vegetables including 
green tomatoes, take down the fence at both ends, 
and pull up the cages and stakes.  Sometime after 
that we will till the garden. People with plots should 
have them cleared at that time. 

Our total contribution to the Second Harvest will 
be about 7,500 pounds. A big thanks to all that 
participated throughout the year. You all made it the 
most successful year we ever had.  

Ed Wozniak

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
There was not a lot of clean up to do through 

the month of September as Perennial Committee 
focused on preparing for the “Putting Your Garden to 
Bed Workshop” Saturday, October 5, 10-Noon.

Since this is a hands-on program, we opted 
to leave our perennial beds alone except for the 
weeding.  Please refer to September’s Perennial 
Committee B & B article for details on this program.  
The VMS calendar will also provide information.

Look for a report on the results of our Garden 
Maintenance through the Seasons in November 
Blades & Blooms.
Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder & Fabenne Bran-
denburg

The Tri-Chair Bouquet.  
Marilyn Hinderer, Connie Mitchell 

and Donna Myers.
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FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE
Please join us for the last planned Field Trip of 

2019.
On October 18 (Friday), we will enjoy a guided tour 

of the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden. We will 
meet at OSU Extension back parking lot at 7:30 a.m. 
if you want to car pool, or meet us at the main gate of 
the Zoo at 10:00 a.m. (Note: please let us know if you 
will be car pooling, so we don’t leave you behind).

The tour will last for approximately 2 hours.
There are many other attractions nearby if you 

plan to spend the day in Cincinnati. Check Cincinnati 
upcoming events on Google.

Deadline to register:	 Friday, October 4 
Cost: $20.00 per person (includes donation to 

Research)
Send checks to:	 Master Gardeners of Clark County 
	  P O Box 158 
	 Springfield, OH 45501-0158
DEADLINE TO REGISTER  OCTOBER 4, 2019.
Linda Himes and Connie Kersey

Holiday Swag Project 2019
Holiday lights will soon be hung around the city 

which is a reminder the festive season is almost here. 
One project sponsored by the Clark County Master 
Gardener Volunteers which impacts cancer patients 
and their families is the Holiday Swag Project at the 
Springfield Regional Cancer Center.

Over 10 years ago wreath making workshops were 
sponsored by the MGVs of Clark County. These were 
fee-based events which allowed community members 
to learn the basics of design and construction. They 
went home at the end of the day with their own 
creation. A request came from the local cancer center 
for our organization to make wreaths for their clients 
as a gift from the center. Realizing wreath making 
was extremely labor intensive the Holiday Swag 
project was inaugurated. Since then over 800 door 
swags have been made by our volunteers. Seeing 
the smiles and hearing the kind words of thanks 
makes this a truly heartwarming endeavor. 

There are three major parts of the project. 
Prep workshop: Friday, November 15: 9 a.m.--2 
p.m. at the Snyder Park Clubhouse--lunch will be 
provided. 
We will tie bows, wire pine cones, and attach various 
holiday ornaments together to speed the assembly of 
the swags in December. No experience is necessary. 
As always, we have many pros available to help you 
learn the “how to’s”. No sign up is required for this 
day. If you would like to help provide a crock pot of 
soup, a bowl of salad, bread or sweets, please let 
Wendy May know.
Greenery cutting: Thursday, November 21: 12 
noon until finish—Locations to be announced. We 
will meet to cut and size fresh greenery. Bring hand 
pruners, loppers, tubs/buckets. We will need truckers 
to bring the cuttings to the red barn for storage. Call 
Sue Ann Dill with any questions and to offer your 
vehicle for transport. No sign up is necessary for 
those helping with the cutting.
Swag Work Day Springfield Regional Cancer 
Center: 148 W. North Street--Thursday, December 
5: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.—snacks provided. If you 
are working over the noon hour, please bring your 
own sack lunch.

We attach the fresh greenery to metal coat 
hangers, add the prepared accessories and extra 
ornamentation. As each client enters the center that 
day they can pick out a pre-made swag. It is tagged, 
and they retrieve it after their appointment. 

EFNEP’s 50th Anniversary
The Ohio State University Extension 

Expanded Food and Nutrition Education 
Program (EFNEP) serves limited resource 
adults who care for children in their homes 
as well as limited-income youth.  Utilizing 
interactive discussions and activities our 
Program Assistants guide participants through a 
series of community based workshops aimed at 
improving diet quality, food safety and physical 
activity.  Adult participants also gain skills in food 
preparation and managing their food budgets.  
In 2018, Ohio EFNEP reached 2,840 adult and 
7,228 youth participants with a total reach of 10, 
218 family members.  The program is free and 
offered in 18 counties. 

 In honor of EFNEP’s 50th Anniversary, 
Clark County EFNEP will have a Food Drive 
during the week of September 23-October 
11th.  If you are interested in donating an 
item, there will be a box by the front door of 
OSU Extension office.  We plan on donating 
all items to the Open Hands Free Store in 
Springfield.

Holiday Swag Project  cont. on pg. 6
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resist cutting.  Multiple locks with the same key are only 
easily availablle in smaller sizes.  The presence of a 
lock will deter the vast majority of curious visitors; no 
number of case-hardened hasps and locks and chains 
will keep out those rare few intent on entry.  Vigilance is 
our best defense.

Construction, or at least excavation, for the Pavilion 
should be well underway before the next issue of 
Blades and Blooms.  There will be a large and “not 
lovely” temporary fence installed to secure the entire 
construction site and protect visitors from unexpected 
hazards.  For those that just have to watch, myself 
included, please avoid parking between the 2 utility 
poles and over to the double gate on the east end of the 
fence.  Relative to this project, stay tuned for information 
on the planning, design, and planting of the gardens 
that we will develop around this incredible focal point 
and entrance to Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum.  
Opportunities to participate abound and we are planning 
those now, including some possible CE’s!
***VERY IMPORTANT DATES:

•	 October 01 to update and record your MGV hours.
•	 October 01, opening of registration for the State 

MGV Conference in Columbus.
•	 October 02 Open House, Informational Program 

on Becoming a Master Gardener Volunteer, 6:30-
7:30 p.m. at OSU Extension. 

•	 Friday, October 11 “Plants for Your Landscape” 
at The Derby at Windy Knolls, lunch included, 
$40.00, registration DEADLINE October 3.  MGV 
CE’s = 4 hours.

•	 October 31, “Tool Sharpening Workshop”, 10:00 
a.m. – 1:00 p.m., at SPGA Clubhouse, lunch 
included, $35.00, MGV CE’s = 2 hrs; class size 
limited, pre-registration suggested.

•	 November 08, State MGV Conference in 
Columbus.

THANK YOU ALL for all your support, commitment, 
and hard work.  Keep the green flame!
Rich Pearson

Rich’s Remarks  cont. from pg. 3Holiday Swag Project  cont. from pg. 5

We will have a sign-up sheet for shifts at the 
November 13th general meeting for the workshop at 
the cancer center. Bring your own wire snips, hand 
pruners, and gloves.

Our space is limited to 14 people per shift at 
the Cancer Center, so we ask you to sign up for a 
specific time slot. If you will not be at the general 
meeting, please call Wendy to sign up:

•	 8 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
•	 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
•	 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Questions? Call Co-Chairs: Sue Ann Dill (937) 605-
5523 and Wendy May (937) 561-1191.

Work day at the Cancer Center.

Greenery cutting, hot chocolate and hot dogs at 
Pam Bennett’s home.

Altrusa International Foundation of Springfield 
OH, 22nd Annual “Literacy Sting” Spelling Bee

Tuesday September 24, 2019
Team:  OSUE Master Gardeners of Clark County “The 
Pollinators”, Deb Brugger, Judy Finnegan, Rich Pearson

We phought the good phight,
Sadly second place was our reward
“We’ll be Bahk”!
---Rich---



7

Spring planted mums will benefit from a light 
pinch or snip (about 1 inch off each shoot tip) in 
late spring to early summer and again every 2 to 
3 weeks until early or mid-July, or else a single 
shearing by half of their height in early summer.  
This type of pruning will encourage the stems 
to branch, producing lower, bushier clumps and 
delaying bloom until late summer.  

Some interesting partners for your mums could 
be asters, agastaches, blue lilyturf, goldenrods, 
Japanese anemones, and sedums.
Dot Burkholder

Plant of the Month
CHRYSANTHEMUM
Kris-AN-thuh-mum

When the blooms of summer are done we can 
always be cheered up by the colorful blooms of 
mums.  Their single, semidouble or double flow-
ers come in a wide range of colors giving us lots 
of options for interesting pairings if you buy them 
already in bloom.  The colors range from bronze, 
lavender, orange, pink, purple, red, white, and 
yellow.  The height will range from 1 to 3 feet.

The typical garden mums are commonly sold in 
bud or bloom in late summer to early fall.  This is 
nice if you want to use them in combinations be-
cause you can see exactly what color and flower 
form you are getting.  The downside to this is if 
you plant them while in bloom there is little time 
to settle their roots before winter, so they may 
not return in the spring.

Mums like a full to partial sun exposure with 

average to rich, well-drained soil.  Plant in a hole 
that is the same depth as the container it was 
growing in and no deeper.  Water thoroughly and 
often after planting for the first few weeks until 
roots are established.  Mulch when the ground 
freezes, usually in mid to late December.  Re-
move mulch and cut back dead stems when 
green growth emerges at ground level in early 
spring.  Mums can surprise you.  Sometimes 
even if you do everything right, they might not 
come back in the spring.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Chrysanthemum_x_morifolium_Dompi-
erre_3.jpg 1st	 Susie Broidy

3rd	 Leslie Edmunds
7th	 Judy Niggemeyer
9th	 Terri Lininger
9th	 Edith Newell-Perley
18th	 Ed Wozniak
26th	 Mike Russell
31st	 Natheta Mercer
31st	 Ruth Ann Rahim

Happy 
Birthday

Getting ready for FSR at Utzinger Garden.
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MGV Hours and CEU’s – Unveil-
ing the Mysteries

Many questions, concerns and confusion are swirl-
ing about regarding the details of collecting and re-
porting hours for your MGV activities.  Many thanks 
to Wendy May, for your efforts to listen and distill the 
needed information and providing a very concise 
email helping to clarify this!  I will dive in and do my 
best to provide some helpful answers.

Speaking of Continuing Education (CE), I have 
had many questions concerning when to have them 
completed for 2019 and how to obtain them, and 
exactly what is considered possible.  First, remem-
ber, I am new here!  …And that’s a good thing!   I 
have done some extensive, albeit quick digging 
and researching.  I also checked with some other 
counties and found out there is not a state require-
ment, other than the 10 CE’s per year necessary to 
maintain MGV Certification.  This is a very important 
component of the MGV experience and I understand 
it’s up to each County MGV Coordinator to deter-
mine what qualifies for CEs.  For now, please com-
plete and record your CEs on VMS by December 
01.  If you are short for this year, check the home 
page of the VMS site and look at the column on the 
right side of the page.  There are multiple “clicks” 
that open to menus of online educational opportu-
nities.  Yes, many of them are not active or “under 
construction” but do some “digging” – something we 
gardeners are good at, right!?  Also, there are some 
tours coming up.  If you join a tour and there is a 
speaker or a tour leader who is teaching about the 
garden, like learning about plant identification, then 
record that.   For CEs, travel time is not counted, 
but the duration of the guided tour is.  Technically, 
the “credited hours” are those spent on the actual 
speaker presentation, lunch doesn’t count.  Send 
me an email and describe the event.  I am the au-
thorized “agent” to approve validity; therefore if you 
have any questions about something qualifying for a 
CE, by all means ask.  Know that I strongly believe 
in and am absolutely committed to exploring and ex-
ploiting learning opportunities.  It is my strong hope 
that all of you find the opportunity for learning to be 
a positive benefit and not a drudgery chore.  I am a 
relatively easy sell on this!  Clear as mud?  Let’s see 
what else I can demystify!

I also understand there are many questions con-
cerning volunteer hours and how to record them and 
what is acceptable.  You have heard recently that we 
need your volunteers hours recorded by October 
01.  This is for a preliminary accounting before the  
MGV Recognition Celebration event.  It does not 
mean that all your hours for the year must be com-
pleted by then.

Our hours are consistent with state policy and are 
based on the calendar year.  We asked for your 
current volunteer hours by October 1 so that we can 
prepare awards and such for Recognition Celebra-
tion, all completed hours for the year should be 
turned in by December 01 for us to have time to 
make sure the state gets the data by end of year.  If 
there are questions or issues with that, let me know.  
Let me attempt to clarify some more specific ques-
tions:

-   Field trips can be recorded CEs, if you learned 
relevant material from a speaker, tour guide or such.

-   All of the hours compiled and generated by 
attending the general meetings can be “clumped.”  
Similar treatment for attendance at recurring com-
mittee meetings.  Please identify each “clump” 
topically, and separately.  Committee meetings for 
a specific project should go under that project in the 
VMS.

-   Travel time to and from volunteer activities 
counts toward hours and remember that is also a 
possible mileage deduction for you at tax time.  And 
if you are engaged in a volunteer work activity and 
take a brief break, it is okay to include that, but not a 
long “lunch break.”  

-   If you have trouble figuring out how to input your 
hours, let me know.  I will climb that steep learning 
curve either just before you or with you!

-   If you are researching material to prepare for a 
presentation, record that as CEs.  You are engaged 
in learning!

-   I was specifically asked if reading the BYGL can 
count as CEs.  Technically that is a learning activ-
ity and opportunity but not a particularly big one.  At 
this point, I will accept that as .25 (1/4) CE for each 
issue read and a summary of what you learned pro-
vided to me.

It is very important to record and report this data 
to support requests for information on exactly what 
labor and resources are needed to develop and 
grow our organization and projects, especially the 
birth, development and growth of our fledgling Sny-
der Park Gardens and Arboretum.  Specifically, it 
helps convince the county commissioners and other 
stakeholders of our worth, and provides important 
information for grant writing and fundraising.  You 
are each an important component and facet of that 
very valuable “gemstone.”  Please know that, and 
take personal and shared group pride in it! 

Rich Pearson
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3 4

5 6
Photos of the lifecycle of the monarch butterfly as evidenced in the Utzinger Gardens. 
Photos from Deb Brugger
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Garden  
Clean up

October 2nd

Work being done by MGV’s in Utzinger 
Gardens getting ready for FSR.


