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Mark Your Calendar
1	 New Year’s Day Office Closed
6	 10-12	 Hort Staff Mtg. 
	 12-2	 Office Conference
8	 5:30	 Social & 
	 6:15	 General Meeting @OSUE
	 ***	 MGV Annual Dues
9	 10-12	 SPGA Sign Cmte @ OSUE  
		  lg conf room
10	 10-1	 Perennial Cmte Planning 
		  @ Prestwick Club House
13	 10-1	 Snow date Perennial Cmte 
		  Planning @ Prestwick  
		  Club House		
15	 10-12	 SPGA Accessories Mtg  
		  @OSUE lg conf room 
	 1-3	 Garden Fling/PBS @ OSUE 
		  lg conf room	
16	 9-11	 Garden of Eatin’ seed  
		  selection @ OSUE lg conf rm 
	 1-3	 Perennial Cmte Landsc.  
		  Design @ Room 209
20	 Martin Luther King Day Office Closed 
		  B&B Articles Due
22	 9-12	 Greenhouse training @ 
		  OSUE lg conf rm
23	 1-3	 Perennial Cmte Landsc.  
		  Design @ Room 209
29	 8-4	 MGV Intern Training
31	 7-9 pm	 Beekeeping @OSUE lg conf rm

MGV’s at second planting day (and several degrees 
warmer) of bulbs at SPGA

MGVs at first 
planting day 
(in subfreezing 
temperature) of 
bulbs at SPGA
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Pam’s Posies
Dear MGVs,

     Happy New Year!  I hope that you had time over 
the holidays to enjoy your family.  I sure did.  It’s hard 
to believe that we have entered a new decade. Take 
a few minutes to stop and think about all that you 
have accomplished as a Master Gardener Volunteer 
in the past decade!  There were lots of changes, ups 
and downs, good and bad, but look where we are 
today!  And in just five short years!

     Congratulations to all on your accomplishments.  
I am so proud of the legacy that we are developing 
for our community.  The end of 2019 brought 
in a couple of large gifts, one we knew about, 
(Speedway-$25,000), and a $20,000 donation from a 
local resident.  I’ll share more details at the January 
general meeting.

     Rich and Kathy have been working hard to recruit 
new volunteers and the class is almost full.  Please 
answer their call for mentors.  Mentors help our new 
volunteers learn about the program quickly and are 
very valuable.  Remember the first year that you 
joined?

     Congratulations to Wendy May and Sue Ann Dill 
and the incredible group of volunteers who helped 
with the Cancer Center swags.  I love this project and 
love that we can make someone’s day a little more 
special.  Thanks to all who participated.

     As we enter this new year, I am excited for what’s   
ahead.  The Pavilion and the Feature Garden, a 
grand entrance to the garden, and more.  

     I can never thank you enough for all the time 
and commitment you give to Ohio State University 
Extension.  I truly appreciate each and every one of 
you.

     Thank you and again, a happy and prosperous 
New Year to you and your family.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett 
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

President’s Message
Happy New Year!!  I hope everyone had 

a wonderful holiday season with your family 
and friends.  2020 is going to be a fantastic 
and productive year for Clark County Master 
Gardeners.  Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum 
continues to grow thanks to our volunteers.  The 
pavilion will be under construction as soon as the 
weather allows in the spring.  

I encourage everyone to stop by a class and meet 
our new interns. We are always welcomed to sit 
in on the classes and earn some of our continuing 
education hours.

Think outside the box as you plan your Gardens 
for this year, watch for gardening catalogs in the mail 
and stay warm.

Donna Myers

Edith Perley and Karen Titone put finishing touches 
on a planter at the Snyder Park clubhouse, an 
offshoot project of the Holiday Swag Workshop.
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OSU Extension Clark County has new  
telephone numbers.  These numbers are 

also listed on the VMS Home page.

Main Line:  937.398.7600 for directory to all 
	        OSU Extension Clark Co. employees.
Pam Bennett:  937.398.7595
Rich Pearson:  937.398.7605
Kathy McConkey:  937.398.7602
Jo Brown:  937.398.7596

RICH’S REMARKS
Another month already!?!  And of course, “so 

much has happened!”  As I was writing my article 
for last month, we were in the middle of the first 
wave of interviews for the 2020 MGV Class.  We 
subsequently completed interviews for 20 quite viable 
candidates, and we look forward to having them join 
our ranks.  Since then we have received and are 
receiving additional applications.  We just may have 
a full class of 30 interns this session!  For those of 
you seasoned, active, involved, in-the-know MGVs 
already in the “fold”, we will have many opportunities 
for mentoring.  Our astute team of interviewers is 
already considering some good pairings.  If you 
would like to “voluntarily” engage as a mentor, let 
me know.  There is a guide to the mentoring process 
available and I can direct you to it online, send it to 
you, or you can pick a copy up here at the office.  We 
have a bright and busy season and year approaching 
so we can certainly make great use of all these 
bundles of energetic 50 hours (or more) of intern 
certification credit!

And of course, while all of that was simmering 
away, there were some fantastic projects that 
absolutely require some accolades!  The week after 
Thanksgiving found a dedicated group of our MGVs 
bringing Holiday Cheer to the patients and visitors 
of the Springfield Cancer Center.  Wow!  All of the 
greenery cutting and bow making preparation was 
being assembled into remarkable, beautiful, artistic, 
and much appreciated holiday swags.  I was truly 
amazed when I stopped in to observe the “machine” 
and the product.  What a well-organized production 
set-up, and what amazingly high quality, professional 
grade decorations!  I was able to speak with a couple 
of recipients and they were so thrilled and so very 
appreciative!  This is truly a comendable project that 
serves a deserving part of our community.  GREAT 
JOB to ALL of the volunteers that helped with all 
parts of this!  

Of course, immediately on the heels of this project, 
another was ready to launch.   In the Legends and 
Lore of SPGA, I learned that not too long ago and 
not very far away, a part of the River of Daffodils 
had to be rather quickly dug to get out of the way 
of a road project.  Those bulbs were then replanted 
along the edge of the drive north of the clubhouse 
so the display would not be lost.  AND THEN, 
planning for the Pavilion progressed to the point 
of knowing where, and when (kinda), and what 
equipment was needed for construction.  A plan 
was drawn up for a construction site and its access 

Rich’s Remarks  cont. on pg. 7

RICH’S IMPORTANT REMINDERS:
***Please complete recertification!   

Reach out to me if there is a problem***

•	 Please remember to pay your MGV annual dues

•	 January 08 - MGV Social and potluck followed by 
General Meeting  

•	 January 16 - Perennial Design Charette begins

•	 January 29 – 2020 MGV Training classes begin

•	 January 31 & February 01-Bee Keeping Program

--Rich--

4th	 Jody Frisby
8th	 Diane Catenacci
8th	 Pam Thullen
16th	 Susan Kogler
17th	 Mary Ellen Martin
26th	 Fabenne Brandenburg
26th	 Eydie Cox
26th	 Fred Miller
26th	 Lola Walston

Jo’s Notes:
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Committee Reports

GREENHOUSE COMMITTEE
Second notice about the Greenhouse Training 

for Field Trial Plants that will be held in the large 
conference room at OSU Extension office on 
Wednesday, January 22nd from 9-Noon.  This is 
open to all Master Gardener Volunteers.  Contact 
Linda McCann, Cathy Zernechel or Theresa Gregory 
with any questions.  

Thanks, Cathy Zernechel

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
Happy New Year from the Perennial Committee!   

A new year means new plans, programs and ideas!   
The next PC meeting will be for planning at least one 
program for this new year as well as brainstorming 
ideas for the future. 

Notice that the meeting for Wed, Jan 8 at 4:45 is 
rescheduled.   We will meet for a Souper Dooper 
Meeting at Prestwick Village Circle Clubhouse, 
Friday, Jan. 10 from 10am-1pm. (snow date is 
Mon, Jan 13) The address is 2681 Prestwick Village 
Circle near the Windy Knoll Golf Course.  As you may 
have guessed, a lunch of soups/sides/sweets will be 
served.  For more details, check the notes section on 
the VMS by clicking on the event on Jan 10th, then 
scroll to the bottom of the page to the “notes” section.

The new year is also the time for each of us to 
reevaluate our choices for the committees we prefer 
to be part of.  We invite you join our Perennial 
Committee if your interests lean toward perennial 
plants. Make sure to do this via VMS by going to 
Projects, click on Perennial Committee, and scroll to 
the bottom to click on “Volunteer for Project.”  You 
can unvolunteer in the same way if you choose.

 This year, our committee will be very involved with 
the foundation plantings around the new pavilion, 
so our focus will include design, installation, and 
maintenance of perennial plants, including both 
woody and herbaceous.  To prepare both the site 
and the volunteers, a small group of PC members 
will participate in a four- part educational series on 
landscape design (look on VMS labeled “Perennial 
Cmte. Landscape Design”) on Thursdays, Jan 
16, Jan 23, Feb 6 and Feb 13.  Each class is at 
Springview Government Building (where OSU 
Extension is located) upstairs in Room 209. This 
class is limited, so contact Rich if you are 
interested.  He will accept the first several to 
declare their interest. More details coming soon!

2020 promises to be a great one as we welcome a 
new MGV training class, anticipate the new pavilion, 
hardscape and landscape.  And that’s just one project 
of many! Good things are on the horizon for Snyder 
Park Gardens and Arboretum!
Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder,  
Fabenne Brandenburg

GARDEN OF EATIN’ COMMITTEE
It is time to select the seeds for planting in the 

garden this spring.  I am thankful for the thoughts of 
warmer weather in the middle of winter.  Thanks to 
Pam, the team will have many seed packets to select 
from along with options to order from the “Seed Sav-
ers” catalog.  A meeting will be held on January 16, at 
9AM – 11AM at OSU Extension office.  If you are in-
terested in what gets planted in the Garden of Eatin’ 
in 2020, please plan to attend.

Teresa Magill

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Happy New Year to everyone!  Our first General 

Meeting of 2020 is Wednesday, January 8 at the 
Springview Government Center.  Social Hour is 
at 5:30, and the General Meeting will begin at 
6:15 pm.  The theme for our potluck will be “lucky” 
foods.  There are many cultural traditions and 
food recipes for the New Year that are symbolic 
of good wishes and fortunes for the coming 
year.  Superstition or not, we all want health, wealth, 
and heaping gobs of good luck!  Any contribution 
you would like to donate is very appreciated.  We are 
looking forward to seeing everyone in the New Year!

Jan O’Neill, Terry Reid, and the Social Committee

GARDEN FLING-PLANT BARN 
SALE COMMITTEE
   Our next meeting will be Wednesday January 15  
from 1-3 pm at the OSU Extension office in the Large 
Conference room.  Please attend to be part of this 
exciting new adventure.
A new name will be established! And off we will go!! 
More details coming soon!
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Holiday Swag Workshop
A special thank you is extended to the 43 MGVs 

who made the 2019 Holiday Swag Workshop for 
the Cancer Center an outstanding success. Thank 
you to those who donated ribbon and ornaments, 
to those who transported greenery and supplies, 
to those who stored the ornaments before the final 
workshop, to those who provided boxes for storage, 
to those who helped at the work days, to those who 
provided greenery, to those who set up and cleaned 
up for each event, to those who interacted with the 
cancer center patients, to those who provided food 
for the workshops, to those whose sweet laughter 
during the workdays reflected the holiday spirit, and 
to those who shared their amazing talent in creating 
lovely swags for individuals and families who are in a 
difficult place during this time of year.

This is not just a one day project. MGVs met at 
the SPGA clubhouse for the Prep Workshop in mid-
November to make bows and attach accessories 
for the Holiday Door Swags to be made at the 
Springfield Cancer Center in December.
From 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on December 5th each patient 
was gifted a Holiday Door Swag from the Springfield 

Cancer Center and the Clark County Master 
Gardeners. Thirty-nine MGVs worked three shifts to 
create over 150+ swags for the patients, staff, and 
themselves. 

It is heartwarming to see the tears in patients eyes 
when they express their gratitude. It is also endearing 
to hear the stories from MGVs as they express their 
desire to give their gift of time and resources. Many 
note their own cancer journeys or those of loved ones 
being motivation for joining in this venture.

This could not have been possible without the 
donations of so many generous members. We know 
there are some who are not able to come to the 
scheduled events but have supported this effort with 
their donations. Thank you. You are the quiet, behind 
the scenes players who help make this a success. 

Sue Ann Dill and Wendy May--co-chairs  
Holiday Swag Project

“Thank you Edith Perley, Karen Titone, Judy 
Finnegan, and Teresa Magill for assisting as Sue Ann 
recuperated from foot surgery”. 

Mary Ellen Martin and Ann Haines “shop” for their 
Holiday Swag pieces.

Twenty-four Santa’s helpers worked their magic with 
bows and accessories.

Cutting greenery the third week of November was 
held at the Bennett’s and Thullen’s and brought out 
21 hearty souls. Though rain threatened 18 tubs were 
tightly packed and stored in under two hours. The 
Bennett’s provided hot dogs, s’more fixings, and a 
roaring fire to add to the festive atmosphere.

Deb Brugger displays her completed swag.
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will be 15 – 20 feet tall and 15 feet wide.  Plant in full 
sun.

Petunia Easy Wave Lavender Sky Blue is a fast 
growing plant that blooms freely all season.  It will 
tolerate both heat and cold conditions very well.  The 
plants in the Easy Wave series will be a little more 
mounded than the original Wave and has a more 
controlled spread.  The variety Lavender Sky Blue 
will be a darker color in cooler temperatures and 
lower light.

These are just a few of the new varieties out this 
season.  Perhaps you’ll find one or two that you want 
to try.
Dot Burkolder

The mark * means information was from more than 
one source.

Plant of the Month
NEW PLANTS FOR 2020

By the time you read this, Christmas will be a 
memory and our thoughts turn to the coming garden 
season.  Garden catalogs arrive in the mail and we 
start to plan our gardens.  Our energy level is high 
at this time of year because we’re not doing any 
physical work outside.

I’ve been looking at some new plants that I would 
like to try and thought you might like them too.  A 
word of caution; just because these new plants sound 
terrific does not mean they will live up to all the hype.

If you stopped growing bedding impatiens because 
of downy mildew, you may want to give Beacon 
impatiens* a try as they are highly resistant.  Beacon 
impatiens are available in 6 colors.  They bring 
reliable, fast-filling,  season long color  to shade 
gardens, hanging baskets, and large or small pots.  
Source:  Burpee.

My Monet Purple Effect weigela variegated green 
and cream leaves take on a purple blush in cool 
weather.  I grew My Monet in my garden for several 
years but then it seemed to slowly fizzle out.  All 
the rains last season finally did it in.  This variety is 
supposed to tolerate hot summers and cold winters 
much better.

Mardi Gras Fun’ *snack pepper is 4 pepper colors 
in a seed mix means 4 times the fun.  These 3 to 4 
inch long purple, yellow, orange or red peppers have 
a mild and sweet taste that is best when the fruit has 
developed its mature color.  Source:  Burpee.

Flame Thrower Redbud has pink spring flowers 
followed by unique foliage that emerges burgundy 
red, then turns bright yellow and green as it ages.  
The color display lasts all season with a single 
branch often showing 4 – 5 different colors.  The size 

Flame Thrower Redbud https://jcra.ncsu.edu/
publications/newsletters

Supplies for Holiday Swag Project 2020

Due to the generous donations of our MGV 
members, we have been able to complete our 
Holiday Swag Workshops at no cost. With after 
Christmas sales soon approaching we ask you 
to keep an eye out for the following items as our 
supplies are dwindling.

•	 Wired ribbon only please
•	 Snowmen/Santa Clauses
•	 Churches/angels/crosses
•	 Reindeer/horses
•	 Birds
•	 Bells/balls
•	 Holiday floral picks or stems (poinsettias, 

holly, gold/silver leaves, etc.)
•	 Artificial holly berries

We have an abundance of hangers, wire, white 
poinsettias, and flat glittered ornaments so will not be 
needing those in the coming year. 

Bring to any general meeting or let Sue Ann or 
Wendy know what you have purchased so we can 
develop an inventory. 

Co-Chairs: Sue Ann Dill (937) 605-5523 and  
Wendy May (937) 561-1191
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Rich’s Remarks  cont. from pg. 3

points.  OOOPPPSSS! – that relocated, transplanted 
River of Daffodils was right in the path of oncoming 
equipment.  Once again, it was dug up “cured” and 
hung in the barn until another plan could be made.  
Thanks, Dennis, for perfecting your bulb digging and 
storage skills!  And so, the much-travelled daffodils 
were assigned a new location and joined by their 
remaining Bourbon and Bulbs friends to be installed 
in the area outside the Clubhouse kitchen along the 
edge of the parking area…where there is no longer a 
road project!  3 hearty, dedicated volunteers arrived 
Wednesday to plant.  It was a valiant but extremely 
frigid effort.  The next day, originally the rain alternate 
day, temperatures warmed considerably, and a larger, 
warmer crew arrived to get it done!  Great Job!!!  

Also, in this intervening time, we all learned it was 
time to record all volunteer hours, all continuing 
education hours, and to complete the recertification 
acknowledgement.  Yes, there were a few of those 
annoying, detailed emails that I sent out!  This has 
been a great learning experience for me, because 
before I send out those “fun” emails, I actually 
complete the task I am asking others to do and try to 
make a simple, step by step description.  My thanks 
to those who send me edits and also, to those who 
run into difficulty and give me a call.  It helps me 
and all of us to work out the “bugs”.  Concerning 
the recertification process, many thanks to all who 
have completed that.  I have completed some much 
needed “data maintenance” on that site and, like 
Santa Claus, “I know when you have recertified, 
I know when you have not”.  As of this writing, 
there are 30 MGV’s that need to complete their 
recertification; please take care of that as soon as 
possible.  If you run into difficulties, give me a call.  

Hoping all of you find time to embrace and enjoy 
this holiday season, whatever of the many facets and 
aspects of it you choose.  By the time this issue goes 
to print, we will have celebrated and grown passed 
the Solstice.  That means days will get longer, nights 
will get shorter, we will gradually grow toward the 
coming Spring!  Season’s Greetings to ALL!  And, 
THANK YOU for a great season and welcoming me 
into the fold!
---Rich---

A Christmas Gift “Surprise”
Like others, it is often difficult to come up with 

unique Christmas gifts for our adult children. This 
year a “perfect idea” sprouted for my daughter who 
shares my love of “all things garden related”. After 
visiting local stores for the best vases and perus-
ing the internet for the most popular book on forcing 
bulbs, I purchased 12 hyacinth (Hyacinth Orientalis) 
bulbs for her inaugural journey into this new realm 
of indoor gardening. Quite proud of myself, I did not 
realize there would be an extra “surprise” wrapped in 
this gift. 

Unfortunately the book did not arrive on time, but 
everything else was wrapped and ready to be opened 
Christmas morning. The bulbs had even been stored 
in our extra refrigerator to begin the chilling (vernal-
ization) process. Just minutes after she opened the 
box of bulbs and handled the mesh bags, she felt a 
burning sensation on her neck. Immediately our son-
in-law recalled several years earlier when they had 
introduced hyacinth bulbs to their landscape beds 
she developed a burning sensation on her hands. 
Being a pharmacist and the fastest on the draw with 
his smart phone, he soon gave us a lesson on Hya-
cinth Bulbs 101. We heard terms like calcium oxalate 
crystals, raphides, and mechanical irritants.

About 6% of the hyacinth bulb is made up of cal-
cium oxalate crystals. When dry bulbs are handled, 
the outer skin (tecta) breaks into needle like particles 
called raphides. Though very small, these crystals 
are sharp and can irritate the skin on contact. In the 
commercial industry they can become airborne and 
create asthma-like symptoms or rashes on other ar-
eas of the skin that have not had direct contact. She 
had apparently touched her neck after handling the 
mesh bags. After a thorough washing of her neck and 
hands, a dose of an oral antihistamine, and a little 
hydrocortisone cream, the burning began to subside. 

There is always something new to learn as a 
Master Gardener, but I never thought it would be 
the result of a Christmas gift “surprise”. The lessons 
learned: 1. Do your research when diving into a new 
area of gardening, 2. Use gloves when handling any 
bulbs due to potential allergic or irritant properties. 
Narcissus, allium, tulips and others can cause skin 
reactions in many individuals according to the Nation-
al Center for Biotechnology Information.  https://www.
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/928516

Wendy May
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2019 Cancer Center Swag Workshop with 
busy MGV elves.


