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Rich Pearson with one of his 
favorite trees. Aren’t they all?

1 8:30 am - Noon EOS Garden workday. 
2 9 am Victory Garden workday. 
 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden workday. 
 12 pm - 2 pm Perennial Garden Cmte. meeting. 
 6 pm - 8 pm Night Weeders work session - SPGA.
3 9 am - Noon SPGA Garden Workday.
4 9 am - 10 am Yoga in the Garden. SPGA Wingert  
  Tossey Pavilion. Bring mat and  
  equipment. 
5 9 am -   SPGA Jubilee Event set up
6 7:30 am - 3 pm SPGA Jubilee (Event 9 am - 2 pm)
9 9 am Victory Garden workday. 
 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden workday.
11 9 am - 10 am Yoga in the Garden. SPGA Wingert  
  Tossey Pavilion. Bring mat and  
  equipment.
12 9:30 - 11:30 am Fair Flower Show Wrap up - OSUE  
  Lg Conf. Rm.
15 9 am - Noon EOS Garden workday. 
 7 pm - 8 pm Music in the Garden - Wingert Tossey  
  Pavilion - Terry Van Auker  
  Guitar/Vocalist.
17 9 am - Noon SPGA Garden Workday. 
 9 am - Noon LWN workday 
 6 pm - 8 pm Night Weeders work session - SPGA.
18 9 am - 10 am Yoga in the Garden. SPGA Wingert  
  Tossey Pavilion. Bring mat and  
  equipment. 
 6 pm - 7:30 pm Learn About Heirloom Plants - SPGA
23 9 am Victory Garden workday. 
 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden workday. 
25 9 am - 10 am Yoga in the Garden. SPGA Wingert  
  Tossey Pavilion. Bring mat and  
  equipment. 
29 8:30 am - Noon EOS Garden workday. 
30 9 am Victory Garden workday. 
 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden workday.
31 1 pm - 3 pm SPGA Cmte. meeting in the clubhouse. 
 6 pm - 8 pm Night Weeders work session - SPGA.

Mark Your Calendar for August

Connie Mitchell, Deb Brugger and Judy Finnegan 
with Rich Pearson at his retirement pot luck 
luncheon.
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Pam’s Posies
Dear MGVs,

First, thank you ALL for welcoming our new staff 
member, Beth Brooks, with open arms!  Beth jumped 
right in without any training and has been a blessing 
to have around!  She is remarkably talented and 
ready to work with MGVs and in community gardens.  
She will be 50% working with MGVs (and learning 
HoC and your contact person for it) and 50% working 
with community gardens.  

The next position to be hired is Rich’s replacement 
and the job posting will be going up this month.  In 
the meantime, you all have been pretty amazing at 
filling in and stepping up.  I am forever indebted to 
quite a few people for all of the work that has been 
accomplished.  Dennis and Jim have done a great 
job at SPGA and you all have kept the individual 
gardens looking spectacular.  I had the privilege 
of hosting GardenComm (garden communicators) 
members for a regional tour a few weeks ago and 
they were thoroughly impressed with the gardens.  
We also visited the Hartman Rock Garden and 
Westcott House.  If you haven’t been to either of the 
later places, I encourage you to visit.  Springfield has 
so much to offer and we keep getting better.

I ran into several of you during the Southside in 
Bloom community garden tour.  Wow – the organizers 
did a great job and some of the community gardens 
are amazing.  If you get a chance, check out 
Jefferson St. Oasis (many of our MGVs are helping 
there) as well as the Promise Neighborhood garden.  
I am really looking forward to Beth getting more 
involved and engaging more of you with some of 
these gardeners.  

You all are an amazing group of dedicated 
community volunteers who care about people and 
where you live and making life better for all.  Thank 
you for everything you do for our community – not 
just Extension!

Pam
Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener Volunteer 
Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Gardening simply does not allow one to be mentally 
old, because too many hopes and dreams are yet to 
be realized.
Allan Armitage

Dear Fellow Master Gardeners,
Well, isn’t gardening in full swing?  And, so many 

garden activities, too!  
We bid a fond farewell to our Rich Pearson with a 

send-off we hope he won’t soon forget.  Great party 
planning, Social Committee!

Garden Ed. Programs- We enjoyed events this 
month in the Early Ohio Settler’s Garden, the Cultivar 
Trials and in the Landscape with Nature garden. Well 
done, All!

Docents are now trained and leading tours.
Music in the Garden continued with two events 

this month.  We were thoroughly entertained by 
The Yellow Springs Community Band and the 
rainout reschedule of Lafferty Pike.  Our attendance 
blossoms with each event!

Yoga in the Garden was held each Thursday 
at 2:00 with Julie Fasick-Johnson, who led and 
shared her Yoga expertise and helped us find our 
Zen.  Nothing like doing Yoga with such a beautiful 
backdrop!

Perennial Committee, your gardens get more 
beautiful with every passing day.

12 wonderful MGVs answered my call and spent 
a couple hours at the Clark County ESC planting 
flowers to repay their kindness to our Intern Training 
this year.

July’s General Meeting was cut short by a quickly 
moving thunderstorm, but we still got another great 
pot luck out of it.

More than anything, thanks to all of you who have 
done the often back-breaking, hot, sweaty work at 
SPGA to create this incredible piece of paradise that 
we now call our home.
Power to the Plants! 
Deb
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1st Linda Asebrook
10th Daina Sirons
12th Sandy Forstrom
26th Rita Young
27th Marianne Ober
27th Peggy Shank
29th Susan Newell

August

A quick note from your newsletter editor. 
Since we have a new class of MGV 
interns, I haven’t had a chance to ask if 
any of you would like to be included in our 
monthly birthday recognition. 

If you would like your birthday listed 
please let me know. Just send me an email 
to ljwmccann@gmail.com and I will  start 
including you.

Also just as a heads up, I have recently 
gotten a new computer and am only 
using my gmail account. I do still have 
the linda@mccannco.net account but 
since I have had problems sending emails 
out to certain email providers, the gmail 
account just seems to be more universally 
acceptable. Thanks for your help with this.

Linda

SNYDER PARK GARDENS AND  
ARBORETUM COMMITTEE MEETING

Our next meeting will be at the SPGA Clubhouse 
at 1:00 p.m. on August 31, 2022.  All garden chairs 
must attend or please send a representative if you 
can’t attend.  Be prepared to report on this season’s 
activities and tentative plans for next year.  We will 
also discuss the next steps in the overall planning 
for the gardens as well as the area to the west of the 
Wingert Tossey Pavilion.

Pam

Flowers from our gardens. Top peony picture 
from Wendy May and bottom iris picture from 
Susan Koogler.
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weekly task to care for these gardens.  We are lucky 
to have the close-up picture of what’s emerging, 
what’s budding, what’s blooming and learning how 
to care for this fabulous selection of plants.  There 
is also the excitement and joy of seeing all the 
pollinators that are regularly visiting.  
These gardens are a great reflection of what the 
Clark County Master Gardener Volunteers can do 
when they put all their talents to work.  It has been 
a great team project where we have all learned so 

much about designing a garden 
and selecting the best plants 
for it.  I think every one of our 
Master Gardener Volunteers 
has had a part in either creating, 
planting, or maintaining these 
gardens.  I encourage you to 
walk through this area and see 
what has come out of all those 
Zoom meetings during that 
Covid period where our focus 
was creating a beautiful garden 
for Snyder Park Gardens & 
Arboretum.  

A dedication ceremony for the Springfield Foundation 
Gardens will be held at our SPGA Jubilee on August 
6th.  
The Perennial Committee, 
Jerri Taylor, Marilyn Hinderer, Sandy Forstrom,  
Ann Doane

PERENNIAl COMMITTEE
The Springfield Foundation Gardens
The Springfield Foundation generously donated 
funds for the development of six gardens in the 
courtyard area between the Clubhouse and the 
Wingert Tossey Pavilion.  A plan was formed to 
establish a committee which then became a number 
of sub-committees that would design and select 
the variety of plants that would go into these new 
gardens.  The task of designing the gardens and the 
selection of trees, 
shrubs, perennials, 
annuals, and bulbs 
was done by that 
particular sub-
committee.  The 
design committee 
then took all the 
ideas and plant lists 
and put together 
six unique, colorful 
gardens with year-
round seasonal 
interest.
Almost immediately after putting this plan into 
action, Covid happened.  All the many, many idea 
exchanges now became Zoom meetings.  Plant 
selection lists were created, revised, revised again 
and then narrowed down to the final selection and 
then approved by Pam and Rich.  The garden 
areas were carefully laid out, soil preparations were 
completed, spring was here, plans were done! 
Unfortunately, the Covid Pandemic also had an 
impact on nursery supply and demand and many of 
the plants were not available and substitutions had 
to be made.  We were all anxious to get the gardens 
established and for them to become a highlight of 
the courtyard and pavilion area.  The six gardens 
are still a work in progress and not yet complete.  
Trees, bulbs and annuals are still planned.  Some 
of the substitutions are not quite the size of the 
original plants that were selected for that spot and 
will eventually need to be dealt with for the integrity 
and spacing of the original design plan.  The gardens 
are just a beautiful example of textures, colors, and 
seasonal interest!  They have been blooming non-
stop since late winter when the witch hazel put on a 
brilliant show!
The Perennial Committee is happy to have the 

Committee Reports

VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE
The busy season has started with potatoes, 

onions, and tomatoes ready to harvest and donate 
to the food bank.  We expect a large crop, especially 
potatoes, so we are looking for big volunteer turn 
outs every Tuesday at 9:00 am.  The production 
board located at the junction of the gardens and the 
clubhouse will be updated periodically to indicate 
the poundage donated.  We will be working with 
Second Harvest to allow us to donate vegetables 
at their site  to individuals seeking food items. The 
donation period is for two hours and it proved to be 
very successful last year.  It also included a tour of 
the facility.  An update on the date and time will be 
forthcoming.

Drew Titone/ Ed Wozniak
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SPGA JuBIlEE COMMITTEE
Jubilee 2022

Only a few more days to our signature event-
inviting the public to celebrate the gardens! Kudos 
to everyone for the creation and maintenance of the 
beautiful gardens this spring and summer!!! 
Important Info: 
Friday Schedule
•	 9 am Set-up to include putting out signs, 

cleaning the clubhouse, marking holes/hazards 
with spray paint and whatever else we discover 
needs done.

•	 Afternoon-Parking area will be marked.
Saturday Schedule
•	 Wear a red shirt and your nametag so MGVs 

can easily identified.  
•	 Beginning at 6 or 6:30 Dennis and Jim will 

deliver tents and tables to designated areas. 
Garden areas will set up for their activities.

•	 7 am by the “Giant” team-Tent setup beginning 
with Welcome Areas and other activities close 
to the Clubhouse.

•	 8 am-Vendors will arrive and set up.
•	 8:15 am - All MGVs should stop at the 

Clubhouse for coffee and donuts AND meet 
at pavilion for picture and announcements. 
MGVs should park their vehicles in grassy 
area by Buck Creek.  

•	 9 am-Dedication of SFFG 
•	 2 pm-Begin Clean Up. Prepare tents and tables 

for pickup.
The dedication of the Springfield Foundation 

Feature Garden is an opportunity to recognize not 
only the funders but the workers-yep, that is us! 
Hopefully, all MGVs who planned, planted, and have 
weeded this beautiful area will attend at 9. Let’s have 
a sea of red shirts surrounding the pavilion! Please 
surround the pavilion even if you didn’t help with this 
specific garden.

Diamond Dogs, Griddles and Cheese, and 
Champion City Pops will be located near the shelter.  
DG Roasters will be on the brick patio where MGVs 
will hand out free donuts to the first 100 attendees. 
Do bring snacks and other nutritious foods to help 
you stay healthy throughout the day. 

Amber Hargett will be performing from 9:30 am to 
11:30 am. Ty Cooper will be performing from 12 noon 
to 2:00 pm. 

FAIR FlOwER ShOw 
COMMITTEE 

By the time you read this article The Fair will be 
over and a thing of the past.  Next month I will report 
on how it went.  Hopefully went well!

We have had some hard working volunteers: 
Marilyn Ryan and Pat McFarland have worked hard 
collecting items and gift cards for our Silent Auction 
Baskets.   Our workshop on July 15 went well and 
the baskets made are beautiful creations by Linda 
Asebrook, Joyce Brenneman, Connie Chappell, Deb 
Dean, Judy Hopper, Val Kelly, Charlie Miller, Sheri 
and Paul Mohler, Marilyn Ryan, Rosalind Soles, 
Nicole White, and wonderful  Marianne!

We are getting ready for Fair setup July 21 and 
exhibitor entries July 22 followed by judging Saturday 
July 23 by Barbara Myers, MG from London, Ohio 
and accredited judge with the Ohio Association of 
Garden Clubs.  We will have a fun filled week with 
the Golden Anniversary photo shoot on Tuesday, July 
26 in the Arts and Crafts Building and Wednesday 
will bring The Kids Flower Arranging Class which 
draws quite a lot of kids and Fair Moms and Proud 
Grandparents!  Every child in class receive a 
participation ribbon and one will receive best of show!  
Wednesday, July 27 will also be our Bouquet Contest 
that everyone can enter.  No exhibitor ticket needs to 
be purchased to enter.  Register before 2 pm on Kids 
Day.  You need a minimum of 7 stems or sprays, and 
greenery may be included.  

Judging will be at 3 pm by The Master Gardener 
Volunteers.  First, Second and Third Place Plaques 
will be awarded to the winners!

Come out to Fair! You can’t miss us in Arts and 
Crafts Building since Vegetables and Flower Exhibits 
are the only ones in that Building!

Come and enjoy The Fair and thank you in advance 
to all our volunteers who will be helping in Arts and 
Crafts area!

Christmas in July is the Fair theme this year so join 
in the festivities and have fun!

Jani Malowney and Marianne Ober

If possible, please bring flowers from your own 
garden in buckets for the Cut Flower Arrangements.

Please watch your emails as we will be sending out 
further information as needed.
Tri-Chairs - Rita Lane, Christi Lockhart, and Susan 
Smith
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lANDSCAPE wITh NATuRE 
COMMITTEE 

Come and visit the Landscape with Nature 
Garden, stroll through the garden paths, take a 
moment to sit on one of our benches, and relax 
while enjoying the site. Benches that convert into 
tables are now in the garden. Progress has been 
made for us to have shade as well as seating 
- the rafters for the pergola have been cut, and 
measurements for the foundation are underway.

There are many interesting plants to see and 
insects to observe. The Landscape with Nature 
Committee has maintained the Cultivar and 
Straight Species Trial Gardens and completed 
the expansion of the Bee Haven Garden and 
Butterfly Buffet Garden.  Also, we added plots 
for the Cincinnati Zoo Grant Plants and for the 
CFAES Great Plants, Great Networks plants. We 
have a special thanks to Linda Asebrook for the 
beautiful plant labels she made for identifying the 
plants.

We thank all the Night Weeders for their help 
in weeding to make the garden ready for the 
Thursday, July 21, “Pollinators in the Garden” 
program. The Bee Haven garden was the site for 
that program by Tom and Fran Davidson. They 
are experienced and successful beekeepers. 
They shared lots of information about nectar 
and pollen plants, beehive structures, keeping 
bees healthy, beekeeping equipment, extracting 
honey, and processing honey. To our surprise, 
scout bees were drawn to the equipment used in 
the presentation and their presence added to the 
experience.

The Butterfly Buffet Garden will be the 
focus during a Monarch Tagging on Saturday, 
September 17 at 2:00. Monarch tagging is a 
citizen science project sponsored by Monarch 
Watch.  National Trail Parks and Recreation has 
partnered with Master Gardeners to hold the 
event in the Landscape with Nature Garden. The 
Landscape with Nature Garden is a registered 
Monarch Waystation.

Hope to see you in the Landscape with Nature 
Gardens!
Tom Davidson. Donna Meister, Jani Maloney 
LWN Co-Chairs

Jani Malowney 
mulching in the LWN 
Garden.

QUILTING BEE NEWS
Mary Ellen Martin, Linda Asebrook and Beth 

Staas co-chaired a Quilting Bee. With the help 
of other MGVs, the quilt top is assembled. Now 
Mary Ellen Martin will use her skill on a long arm 
quilting machine to attach the backing, batting 
and quilt the layers together. Then the binding 
will be applied. Watch for the opportunity to 
purchase raffle tickets over the next year. It will 
be raffled off at the 2023 SPGA Garden Jubilee 
as a fund raiser.

The two days that the quilt top was worked on 
provided an opportunity for those not familiar 
with the process to learn how to select a pattern, 
choose fabric, 
measure, and cut 
fabric pieces, mark 
for sewing, sew 
blocks together, 
press, etc. It was 
an educational 
opportunity apart 
from gardening that 
will benefit those 
who took part and 
MGV organization.

When the next 
quilt is in the 
process of being 
created, consider 
joining the group 
for a worthwhile 
experience.  All are welcome, male and female 
alike.
Submitted by Lola Walston a Quilting Bee-er 

Linda Asebrook and Beth 
Staas holding up the quilt top.
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peas, purple hulls, white corn, green 
peanuts, and of course, unwashed heirloom 
tomatoes.

These days, a man can’t find garden-
grown fare just anywhere. Most tomatoes, 
for instance, don’t come from gardens, 
but from nuclear facilities in Beijing. The 
tomatoes you get at the store are pink 
atrocities that taste like possum flop.

So when a man finds a real tomato, he must 
seize the moment. Which is exactly what I did. The 
first thing I did was prepare a tomato sandwich the 
same way my ancestors have been doing since the 
invention of the rock. My family has long-standing 
rules for tomato sandwiches, which are simple:

--Start with Colonial, Bunny, or Sunbeam bread. In 
a pinch Wonder Bread will do but try not to make it a 
habit. Also, leave wholes grains out of this party.

--For mayo: Duke’s or Blue Plate. Avoid Miracle 
Whip, which science has proven is not actual 
mayonnaise, but sweetened industrial pump 
lubricant. And here’s another tip: always use more 
mayonnaise than your doctor says you should.

--Lastly, your shirt should be ruined by the time 
you’re finished eating a tomato sandwich.

It might sound silly, but these tomatoes make me 
remember the sort of folks I come from. Any they 
make me remember how things used to be, long 
before people texted at stoplights.

A simple tomato helps me recall a time when 
the only electronic devices we had were made by 
Whirlpool, Hoover, or General Electric. A time when 
people still read Sunday papers and actually cared 
about the classifieds. When the only coffeemaker my 
mother used was a CorningWare percolator. A time 
when love wasn’t sent via email, text, status update 
or poo emoji, but in Piggy Wiggly bags of produce 
on your doorknob. Speaking of which, I reached into 
the Piggy Wiggly bag, and I found a note written on a 
piece of legal paper. I must’ve missed it earlier.

“Dear Sean,” the note read. “I got these for you, 
I thought you’d enjoy a brightened day. Love, 
Anonymous.”

Well.
Dear Whoever You Are, I wrote this piece for you. 

It’s nothing compared to the sanctity of a tomato, 
but it will have to do, because right now I need to go 
change my shirt. Love, Sean.

Gatherings about Gardens 
A Bag of Unwashed Heirloom 
Tomatoes  
by Sean Dietrich from GreenPrints

Summer 2022. This morning two dozen 
homegrown tomatoes appeared on my 
doorstep. I arrived home to see Piggly 
Wiggly bags hanging from my doorknob, 
and I almost lost control of my lower 
extremities. It’s a little early for tomato season, but 
this is Florida, and apparently someone got an early 
jump on the horse race. I come from country people. 
And country people regard tomatoes as holy things. 
We get excited about items like tomatoes. Deeply 
excited. We are the kind of people who show our love 
in non-obvious ways using things like vegetables, 
casseroles, love notes, Dairy Queen products, 
saturated fat, and passive aggression. Sometimes 
we use all six. I brought the bags inside. I opened 
them. There were tomatoes of every shape and color. 
Yellows, greens, reds, and even rich purples the 
color of eggplants. Purple tomatoes, my mother once 
told me, are magic tomatoes. “You’ve hit the tomato 
jackpot,” my mother would say, “if you come across a 
tomato so full of magic that it’s turning purple.”

Well, I have a thing for tomatoes, magic or 
otherwise. I’m crazy about them. My mother used 
to grow them in the summers of my youth. If I close 
my eyes, I can still smell the greenery in her garden. 
Her small patches of tilled earth were surrounded by 
chicken wire and human hair clippings.

The clippings were mine. Back in those days, my 
mother cut my hair with dull scissors on our back 
porch. In fact, this was a primary reason for my 
traumatic childhood—my haircuts made me look like 
a cross between Bozo the Clown and a regulation 
cue ball. Often, people at school would say things 
like, “Hey, who cuts your hair? Ronnie Milsap?”

Directly after my weed-whacker haircuts, my 
mother would gather the hair clippings into a dustpan 
and scatter them in her garden to protect her ‘maters. 
The idea was that human scent scares away vermin 
like raccoons, rabbits, and various spouses. And 
it worked like a charm. Her tomatoes were county 
renowned.

Thus, my earliest memories are of overflowing 
baskets load with bright reds, yellows, and magic 
purples. I’m talking tomatoes so plump they require 
PG-13 ratings.

So anyway, now you know how country people 
show their love. Homegrown okra, collards, zipper Gatherings about Gardens cont. on pg.9
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keep on blooming throughout the summer.  I’ve 
already resolved to purchase more for next year.  
The birds, bees and butterflies thank me.

And these aren’t my only gold or yellow 
flowers.  There’s the sulphur cosmos (Cosmos 
sulphureus), with their round orangey gold 
flowers, some blushed with red, or the massive 

yellow 
Common 
Evening 
Primrose 
(Oenothera 
biennis), who 
showed up in 
the cottage 
garden, 
another 
remnant of my 
prairie attempt.  
There’s 

Maximilian Sunflower (Helianthus maximiliani), 
so exuberant that this fall I will move it to a 
place it can run rampant.  And Ashy Sunflower 
(Helianthus mollis), brimming with health and 
expansion as it colonizes on a hill of the most 
miserable clay ever created.  I think the first 
gold plant I put in 
my garden was 
Stella D’Oro daylilies 
(Hemerocallis Stella 
D’Oro).  Sure, they’re 
common, but like my 
other gold-drenched 
flowers they are 
beautiful and 
cheerful and hardy.

I use to think “Oh. 
Ho hum.  Another 
gold flower,” but now 
I look around my 
yard and am greeted 
by these happy 
smiling flowers, a gift 
of my ramshackle 
garden.  In my yard, 
the sun is always 
shining!  

Happy Gardening, 
Susan Miller

Backyard News
Gold is the color of summer:  golden days, 

golden beaches, golden corn, dripping with 
golden butter!  In my summer yard gold, and it’s 
lighter sibling yellow, are the colors that weave 
my gardens together.  

I love formally designed gardens with their 
big waves of repeating color, and I have tried 
to do that in my yard to an extent.  I have not 
been very successful.  We know that if I see a 
promising mystery in my garden, I let it grow.  
And despite my best efforts to be disciplined in 
my plant purchases, I fail on a regular basis.  
That leads to tucking new finds hither and yon 
in my garden.  I make no apologies for either 
weakness.  My ramshackle garden style has 
taught me so much about plants and what grows 
well in my gardens.  And thanks to the color gold, 
I have a color, if not plants, that repeat in every 
garden bed I have.

As I look out the window at my beloved 
wetlands, I see exuberant Cup Plants (Silphium 
perfoliatum), eight feet tall, their golden flowers 
mirroring the sun as they head cheekily for the 
sky.  Nearby, I have Grey Headed Coneflower 
(Ratibida pinnata), 
with its droopy yellow 
petals, sleepily 
embracing the dog 
days of summer.

All over my yard 
I have Black-eyed 
Susan’s (Rudbeckia 
hirta), some 
planted by me, 
some distributed 
by the wind.  While I 
battle invasive 
plants, I welcome 
these friendly 
natives anywhere 
they choose to grow.  This year, I’m especially 
in love with the False Sunflower (Heliopsis 
helianthoides) in my yard.  I have two kinds, the 
4-foot-tall natives and the cultivar Tuscan Sun, 
which grows to a shorter 20 inches.  Both of 
these beauties start blooming in early June and 

Sulphur Cosmos

False Sunflower

Maximillian Sunflower
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Gatherings about Gardens cont. from pg.7 Fair Flower Show Committee filling  
the baskets to raffle off at the 

Clark County Fair
AUGUST by Mary B. C. Slade
I come! I come! And the waving field 
Its wealth of golden grain shall yield. 
In the hush and heat of glowing noon, 
The insects’ hum is the only tune; 
For the merriest birds forget to sing, 
And sit in the shade with drooping wing.
But see! How the purpling grapes hang high, 
And ripen beneath my sunny sky! 
And see! How the fruits of the bending tree 
Turn blushing and rosy cheeks to me! 
And soon shall your garders be over-full 
With gifts from the August bountiful.

The Mystery of a Watermelon
I have observed the power of the watermelon 

seed. It has the power of drawing from the ground 
and from itself 200,000 times its weight. When 
you can tell me how it takes this material and 
out of it colors an outside surface beyond the 
imitation of art, then forms inside of it a white rind 
and within that again a red heart, thickly inlaid 
with black seeds, each one of which in turn is 
capable of drawing through itself 200,000 times its 
weight—when you can explain to me the mystery 
of a watermelon, you can ask me to explain the 
mystery of God.  
By American political leader, lawyer, and orator 
William Jennings Bryan, 1860 -1925

An Interesting read: All The Presidents’ Gardens: 
Madison’s Cabbages to Kennedy’s Roses—
how the white house Grounds have Grown 
with America by Marta McDowell. From George 
Washington’s obsession with collecting trees to 
Michelle Obama’s kitchen garden, the eighteen 
acres that surround the White House have been a 
backdrop to history…Wars, territorial expansion, 
economic booms and busts, the growth of 
agriculture and industry, the changing tides of taste 
and fashion—all have been mirrored in the lawns, 
trees, shrubs, and flowerbeds that serve as the 
nation’s “First Garden.” Beautifully illustrated with 
contemporary and historical photographs and art, 
and refreshingly nonpartisan.
Til next time, Judy Finnegan
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MGV crew ready to take the days produce to the 
Second Harvest Food Bank.

Pictures from the Gardens and More.

Polinators in the Garden talk by Fran Davidson in the 
Landscape with Nature Garden.

A full truck of veggies from the Victory Garden. Wednesday workday crew weeding in the Fallen Log 
Garden.

View of the recently planted annual beds. Part of the 
Springfield Foundation Feature Gardens.

Pam Bennet teaching the Saturday Hydrangeas in 
the Landscape at SPGA.
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Pictures from the Rich Pearson’s Retirement Pot luck

MGVs enjoying good food and good friends at the pot luck 
lunch for Rich.

Lots of 
good food.

Rich and Dennis Latimer in a friendly handshake. A gift from the Early Ohio Settlers garden presented 
by Peggy Shank.

A few retirement cards and gifts.Pam Bennet getting one last strangle hold in.
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Don’t Forget
August 3rd and 17th

SPGA Garden Clean ups 
9:00 am to Noon

MGV Jan O’Neill displaying a weed 
with a very loooong root.


