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Plaque for Outstanding Master Gardener Volunteer 
Project - Large Catagory for our Holiday Swag Project 
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1 TBD Perennial Committee Meeting-Loc TBD
2 9 am - Noon SPGA Garden workday
7 9 am - Noon EOS Garden workday
8 1pm - 3 pm Docent meeting, loc TBD
9 5 pm - 7:30 pm General Meeting - OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm
10 9 am - Noon Calendar Planning Meeting - OSUE  
  Lg. Conf. Rm. 
 Noon - 1 pm Hortuculture Lunch and Learn w/Pam 
  OSUE Lg. Conf. Rm.
16 9 am - Noon SPGA Garden workday
17 1 pm - 3 pm Education Meeting - OSUE Lg.  
  Conf. Rm.
21 10 am - 2 pm Holiday Decorating - SPGA Wingert  
  Tossey Pavillion 
24  Thanksgiving
28 12 pm - 3 pm Greenery Cutting for Holiday Swag  
  Project - Pam Bennett’s Home.

Mark Your Calendar for November

Clark County MGVs and friends at the Master Gardener 
Volunteers State Conference in Cleveland, Ohio.
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Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers;

As we enter this holiday season, I give thanks for 
your time, talent, and treasure you have given over 
the years to the Ohio State University Extension 
MGV program.  You are the reason I love my job!  
Horticulture in Clark County is strong thanks to your 
community efforts.  I am also thankful for the legacy 
we are creating for the community.  Hopefully, we 
have put into motion a public garden that will be 
around for years and cherished by our community.

Congratulations to us!  It was a little embarrassing 
(not really) for me to keep announcing the Master 
Gardener Volunteers of Clark County for all the 
awards at the 2022 Annual State Conference!  
Connie Mitchell was in the top five recognized OSUE 
Outstanding MGVs of the Year; the Cancer Center 
Sway project received an excellence award (and 
$100.00) as well as the top overall Outstanding 
Project of the Year (and $500.00!).  AND – James 
Wills was our OSUE Friend of the MGV Program.  He 
was presented with his award at the conference in 
Cleveland and will also be attending our Recognition 
to receive the award in front of his family.  I am 
also hoping to get on the City Commission meeting 
scheduled to publicly present his award.  All MGVs 
will be invited to this – stay tuned for details.

We seem to be having some communication 
trouble and here are some guidelines for helping us 
to communicate.  Given that we don’t have a good 
email system to send and make sure everyone gets 
it (yet – but it’s coming as an additional app for HoC), 
the protocol will be as follows:

The first line of communication is the Clark County 
calendar page.  Bookmark this page or put a shortcut 
to it on your desktop or tablet home page.  http://
go.osu.edu/clarkmgvcalendar

The website calendar will be the master keeper of 
dates, times, locations, and meetings. 

If someone schedules a meeting, they are to send 
the date and information to the MGV who oversees 
the calendar (for now).  It’s been Marianne Ober and 
thanks to Marianne for helping.  We will let you know 
if this changes.  She will ensure that this gets on the 
calendar page.  If something is canceled – it will be 
noted on this calendar unless it’s a last-minute issue, 
then we will send out emails to all.  Always check the 
calendar to determine events.

Beth will be responsible for pulling dates out of the 
MGV newsletter and adding them to the calendar.  
So therefore, if something is added in the newsletter 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Give me the suns of November days, 
The speeding hours and the hast’ning shades; 
Find me a wood, where the slanting rays 
Engold the leaves in the maple glades. 
~John Stuart Thomson

Dear Fellow Master Gardeners,

Yes, November is here with that crisp bite in the air 
and winds that smell of snow.  Our gardens are all 
“put to bed,” and we are definitely getting that holiday 
feeling.  But, as we know, this is just the beginning of 
our garden planning for next year.  We are starting 
to put together the 2023 calendar, looking forward 
to ordering new and exciting plants, and diving into 
fundraising.  We’ve had an exciting fall, and here are 
just some of the highlights:

•	 Clark County MGV really “cleaned-up” at 
the State Conference on October 7-8 in 
Cleveland.  There were 7 of us in attendance 
to cheer for the three awards that we brought 
home.  (see later article)

•	 The Entrance Sign Committee finalized their 
design and are now selecting a company and 
stone mason to begin in the Spring.

•	 Holiday Swag Committee is gearing up!

•	 Another successful, fun, MGV Recognition 
Dinner with a Vintage Halloween theme.

•	 Thanks to all of you who graciously offered to 
run for elected office for 2023.  Being a BOT 
member is no easy job, but very rewarding, 
indeed. 

 As we head into the holidays, I wish you many 
blessings, a warm hearth, loving family and friends, 
and…maybe a furry, four-legged buddy or two, as 
well.  Thanks for all you do to make the lives of 
others more beautiful!

Power to the (resting) plants! 
Deb Brugger
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Pam’s Posies  cont. from pg. 2

Clark-Shawnee Butterfly Garden
On September 19, John Campbell’s fourth grade 

students prepared the soil and planted the butterfly 
garden behind the Clark-Shawnee Board Office. 
The students planted sedum, milkweed, black-
eyed Susan, heliopsis lobelia, bluebeard, catmint 
and other plants all generously donated by Master 
Gardeners. In the spring, they will plant zinnias and a 
few other annuals in the garden.  The students wrote 
the following note to show their appreciation for your 
support:

Thank you for all the plants that were given to us. 
We used all the flowers that were given and put them 
into our butterfly garden. They look beautiful! We are 
excited for butterflies to come and use your wonderful 
flowers. We are excited to see how the garden will 
turn out when the butterflies come and pollinate. We 
are sure they are going to come out amazing and that 
the butterflies will love them!

Thank you! 
Clark-Shawnee 4th Grade Enrichment 

(Aubrey, Harper, Deklan, Ellen, Harper, Audrey, Luca, 
Gwen, Zoey, Taliah, Patience, Delaney, Ava)

2nd Rita Lane
5th Nancy Best
14th Kim Bachman
15th Sue Ann Dill
19th Susan Smith
22nd Donna Meister
23rd Deb Dean
23rd Hank Nagano 
24th Sherri Mohler
25th Ann Haines 
25th Jean Rickards
26th  Barbara Hartings
26th Paul Mohler Veterans Day 

November 11th

John Campbell’s fourth grade students planting their 
butterfly garden at Clark-Shawnee Board Office.

but one forgets to send to Marianne, Beth will be our 
second check.  

Hopefully once we get both of our positions filled, 
we will be able to work this out.  Thanks for your 
understanding as we continue to come out of Covid 
times and enter what is hopefully more normal times!

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving with your family 
and loved ones and I am giving thanks for all you do!
Pam
Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener Volunteer 
Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension
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Committee Reports

LaNDSCaPE wITh NaTuRE 
COMMITTEE 

On completion of our pergola, we are all looking 
back with pride on what we have accomplished in two 
years.  The land was an empty  green space when 
we started the garden.  Now we have three fantastic 
beds: Bee Haven, Butterfly Buffet, and Research 
Gardens that contain The Ohio State University’s 
Ten Great Plants that go the extra mile by providing 
ecological links to many different creatures, including 
birds, butterflies, bees and other beneficials.  The 
beds also include the pollinator perennials sent from 
the Cincinnati Zoo and the straight species and 
cultivars from the Department of Entomology, OSU.

We would like to thank Shonil Datta, Mark 
Finnegan, Drew Titone, Kathy Mark, Janet Hannel, 
Fred Miller and many Master Gardener Volunteers 
who helped with our gardens this year.  A special 
thanks to Dennis Latimer who had to put up with all 
the lumber in the barn:  THANK YOU!

More projects are envisioned for the next year:  
Donna Meister has planted sedum from our Fall 
plant sale that was donated to our garden with some 
wonderful Willow trees that we are hoping  to plant.  
Donna is working on a map of the Butterfly Buffet and 
Tom Davidson is going to expand The Bee Haven. 
We have honeysuckle vine to plant on the pergola 
and we desire to purchase  a cover for the Pergola 
called a sail.  We would like more trees and shrubs 
for the birds which is on the agenda for SPGA.
Come to the Gardens!
Co-chairs Tom Davidson, Donna Meister, Jani 
Malowney

(Pictures on picture pages at back of B&B)

hOLIDaY SwaG PROjECT/ 
CaNCER CENTER

Holiday Swag Project/Cancer Center--
State Award Winning Project 
(Watch emails for further details)

This is the 15th year Clark County Master Gardeners 
in cooperation with the Mercy Health Springfield 
Regional Cancer Center will be providing a handmade, 
fresh greenery, holiday door decoration for each 
patient who has an appointment on Thurs., Dec.8. It is 
anticipated 130 swags will be distributed. 

Nov.9, Wednesday: Signups at November General 
meeting (or by text, email, or phone) Sign up with 
Wendy May for shifts for Swag Making Workshop and 
distribution at the Cancer Center. Sign up with Karen 
Titone for greenery cutting and transport of greenery 
and supplies.

Nov. 28, Monday:  12 noon – 3PM Greenery 
Cutting begins at Pam Bennett’s with hot dogs and 
s’mores and short CEU. Group will divide among 
three locations

•	 Pam Bennett’s 2942 Willow Road 45502 (937) 
408-7900

•	 Mike Hatfield’s at 2421 E. Home Rd 45503 
(Sally Day’s mobile (937) 206-8867)

•	 Karen Parsons: 4100 Townsley Road, 
Cedarville, OH 45314 (937) 681-0142

Bring your own loppers, pruners, and gloves. Sign up 
required. Contact Karen Titone for further information.

December 6, Tuesday: Transport of supplies 
Time to be announced for transport of greenery and 
supplies from barn enclosure to workshop site. Sign 
up required. Contact Karen Titone.

December 7, Wednesday: 8 AM-3 PM Swag Making 
Workshop Location to be announced. Further 
information to be announced at general meeting and 
via email. Sign up required. Contact Wendy May.

Dec. 8, Thursday: 8AM-3PM Distribution of swags 
at cancer center. Sign up required. There are more 
slots available this year. The Cancer Center does not 
require masks. Contact Wendy May.

We are looking forward to another wonderful year 

sharing our beautiful, handcrafted swags and enriching 
the lives of patients at the Cancer Center.

The Planning Team

Wendy May (937) 561-1191; mays1918@gmail.com

Karen Titone (937) 765-0126; klspt81@aol.com

Judy Finnegan (937) 207-6705; jfinnegan@woh.
rr.com

Mark Finnegan (937) 903-6945; mfinnegan@woh.
rr.com
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Early Ohio Settlers Garden cleaned up for 
winter, just waiting for a layer of leaves and 
chicken wire.

Many volunteers working hard at the Annual Mitchell 
Greenhouse Pot and Tray Cleaning Day.

MITChELL GREENhOuSE 
COMMITTEE 

A very productive tray and flower pot cleaning day 
was held Tuesday, September 27th this year at 
SPGA by the barn.  Thank you to all that participated!

The Mitchell Greenhouse chairs, 
Theresa Gregory, Karen Parsons, Rosalind Soles, 
Linda McCann

EaRLY OhIO SETTLER’S 
GaRDEN COMMITTEE 

The Early Ohio Settler’s pioneered on to put the 
garden to bed for the year.  Some harvesting was 
done, and all the annuals were removed from the 
beds, with trimming on perennials.  The finale was 
the buckboard wagon being pulled by modern 
horsepower to its winter home in the barn.  The last 
scheduled work day of the year is Nov. 7 at 9 am, 
when we will protect the gardens from weeds with 
a layer of leaves and chicken wire.  Experience 
has taught us to dress warmly for that event.  Many 
thanks to Karen, Drew, Jean, Cynthia, Rosalind, 
Nancy, Teresa, Donna, Kim, Mark, and Judy. 

We’re looking forward to exciting plans for next year.

Chairs: Peggy Shank, Kim Bachman, Judy Finnegan 
and Mark Finnegan
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MGV Jack May (on right bottom picture) and 
other Herbology Class participants.

Thank You
Jack May and other Master Gardener Volunteers

I wanted to thank you and the other Master 
Gardener Volunteers who helped make our 
Herbology class a fun activity! Everyone I spoke to 
really loved it. I know it wasn’t the best of conditions 
with the weather in that spot by City Hall (where it’s 
apparently a wind tunnel!), so your help is even more 
appreciated!

Thank you all again!  
Natalie 

Natalie Fritz 
Archivist and Director of Collections Outreach & 
Social Media Clark County Historical Society at the 
Heritage Center

holiday Swag Project State award winner

Thank You from Swag Committee
Clark County MGVs were recognized at the 

2022 State Master Gardener Conference with two 
Outstanding Master Gardener Volunteer Project 
awards. Competing against programs with 51 or 
more members, Clark County ranked number one 
in the Large Program Community Service category. 
Additionally, this project was the Overall Winner 
Large Program. WELL DONE, CLARK COUNTY!!! 
Cash awards were received along with a plaque and 
certificates. 

Over the past 14 years Master Gardeners have 
made fresh greenery door decorations for patients at 
the Springfield Regional Cancer Center. 

•	 If you bought supplies for this project…
•	 If you have gone dumpster diving or looked 

for treasures in trash…
•	 If you collected pinecones or natural 

accents…
•	 If you made bows at home during COVID…
•	 If you made swags at home during COVID…
•	 If you have offered your property for greenery 

cutting…
•	 If you cut and packed greenery…
•	 If you helped transport greenery…
•	 If you made a Holiday Door Swag…
•	 If you bagged and boxed door swags…
•	 If you helped distribute swags at the Cancer 

Center…
…then you can share with pride in Clark County 
Master Gardeners receiving these awards. 

Thank you to all who have so faithfully participated 
in this project which touches the hearts of so many 
struggling patients and their families during the 
holiday season. 
Wendy May (for the planning team)

Supplies Needed for Holiday Swag Project
Bring to November General Meeting 

•	 Natural accents: pods, sturdy grasses, or 
dried flowers

•	 Chenille stems (Pipe Cleaners) white, red, 
green

•	 Wired ribbon only, please: red; holiday 
patterns; plaid; blue

•	 Bells
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November comes

And November goes,

With the last red berries

And the first white snows.

With night coming early,

And dawn coming late,

And ice in the bucket

And frost by the gate.

The fires burn

And the kettle sing,

And earth sinks to rest

Until next spring.

~Clyde Watson

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Til next time, Judy Finnegan

Gatherings about Gardens 
“When the trees their summer splendor
Change to raiment red and gold,
When the summer moon turns mellow
And the nights are getting cold;
When the squirrels hide their acorns, 
And the woodchucks disappear; (good 
news at SPGA!)
Then we know that it is autumn, 
Loveliest season of the year.” 
~Carol L. Riser

“If it is true that one of the greatest pleasures of 
gardening lies in looking forward, then the planning 
of next year’s beds and borders must be one of the 
most agreeable occupations in the gardener’s cal-
endar. This should make October and November 
particularly pleasant months, for then we may begin 
to clear out borders, to cut down those sodden and 
untidy stalks, to dig up and increase our plants, and 
to move them to other positions where they will show 
up to greater effect. People who are not gardeners 
always say that the bare beds of winter are uninter-
esting; gardeners know better, and take even a cer-
tain pleasure in the neatness of the newly dug, bare, 
brown earth.” 
~Vita Sackville-West

“Give me the end of the year an’ its fun

When most of the plannin’ and toilin’ is done;

Bring all the wanderers home to the nest,

Let me sit down with the ones I love best,

Hear the old voices still ringin’ with song,

See the old faces unblemished by wrong,

See the old table with all of its chairs

An’ I’ll put soul in my Thanksgivin’ prayers.”

~Edgar A. Guest



8

pimento peppers, with a rounded shape and thick 
skin.  Their taste is more spicey than hot.  I hope 
he grows them next year.  He liked the Sweet Heat, 
too.  The are not very hot either.  They are 329 on 
the Scoville hot pepper scale. For comparison, a 
Jalapeno comes in around 2,000 to 8,000 Scovilles.

Tomato-wise, we grew Tom’s favorite, Whoppers, 
and two kinds of plum tomatoes: San Marzano and 
Opalka.  The San Marzanos were good, but the 
Opalkas were rock stars.  They are huge and meaty, 
with very few seeds.  Because of this, they are super 

easy to process and 
freeze.  San Marzanos 
may be good, but 
Opalkas are delicious 
and easy.  They will be 
back next year.

I’ve tried growing 
everbearing 
strawberries for the last 
couple of years, first in a 
pot, then in my garden.  
I’ve been disappointed 
both years.  They did 
a great job multiplying, 
but a bad job producing 
strawberries.  It could 
be that the racoons and 
birds were just beating 

me to the berries.  I’ve just decided I don’t want to 
mess with them, so they are gone.

I haven’t dug up the parsnips yet.  Cold weather 
improves their taste.  They are already winners, in my 
opinion.  They have hosted many Black Swallowtail 
caterpillars this year.  I’ve counted as may as ten at a 
time on them, and my patch is only 4 feet long.  I love 
that there is plenty of parsnip for both the caterpillars 
and me.  That’s my kind of vegetable gardening.

Happy Gardening, 
Susan Miller

Backyard News
Now that the 2022 garden season is well and truly 

over it’s time to sit down with a nice cup of elderberry 
lemon balm tea and assess the gardens.  This year 
will be especially fun.  I’ve been gardening in this 
yard for three years now; I’ve learned so much about 
gardening (thanks Master Gardeners) and my beds 
are really starting to mature.  Let’s start with the 
vegetable garden.

This year we somehow decided that we needed a 
lot more peppers in our lives.  I like sweet peppers, 
and Tom likes medium hot peppers.  He has had to 
back off on the heat 
as he has gotten 
older. I have had to 
back off on heat too, 
to the point where 
I can’t handle any, 
sadly.

I grew three sweet 
peppers this year: 
my all-time favorite, 
Carmen, a delicious 
red bull horn type 
pepper that doesn’t 
mature until late 
August;  I also grew 
Yellow Just Sweet 
peppers.  They  take 
up the slack until the 
Carmens mature.  Both peppers are AAS winners.  
The Just Sweets are a beautiful yellow and they 
produce and produce.  They are sweet and almost 
as delicious as Carmen.  When I eat them, I always 
think I should stop growing the Carmens, but then I 
bite into that first Carmen and remember why I grow 
them.

This year I tried another sweet, called Yum Yum.  
It’s very similar to the Just Sweet in appearance and 
taste.  It’s a bit smaller than the Just Sweet.  They 
are similar enough that I won’t grow the Yum Yums 
next year, but I would understand why anyone would 
want to grow them.  They are very tasty.

Tom went a little crazier than I did this year.  In 
addition to his stalwarts, the Cajun Bell, a small 
orange medium hot pepper, and a Jalapeno of 
some sort, he also tried a Sweet Heat pepper and 
a Mexibell.  The biggest thing he discovered is that 
4 types of medium hot peppers  are too many for 
one guy and his friends.  Both the Sweet Heat and 
Mexibells were really good.  The Mexibells look like 

Susan’s backyard garden harvest.
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MGV Nominee Bio Information
President Elect - #1
Sue Ann Dill

Hello Master Gardeners. I am Sue Ann Dill and 
I am on the ballot for President-Elect of this fine 
group of volunteers. Over my long life, I have 
volunteered in different areas: firefighter and EMT on 
Harmony Township Fire and EMS; backstage crew 
at Summer Arts Festival productions as well as at 
Kuss Auditorium PAC; member of Ohio Lyric Theater 
Community Chorus; poll worker for Clark County 
Board of Elections; gardener at Jefferson Street 
Oasis Community Garden, greenhouse and cultivar 
trials, education committee, perennial committee, 
Victory Garden, feature gardens for Springfield 
Foundation, and others I can’t recall.
I see the hard work and caring attitudes of all 
our volunteers and want to help to continue our 
work together. There will be lots of changes in our 
future and we will meet the challenges and learning 
experiences together to make the Snyder Park 
Gardens and Arboretum a lasting and beautiful gift to 
our community. 

President Elect - #2
Christi Lockhart

Class year: 2020

I am not currently serving on the Board of Trustees

Committees I have served on: Education Committee, 
Perennial Committee, Holiday Swag Committee, 
Plant Sale committee, Field trials maintenance, 
SPGA Jubilee; serving as tri-chair in 2022, Co-Chair 
for Design and planting of Annuals gardens in SFFG, 
Participated in Kids’ day at Clark County Fair, SPGA 
committee, Recognition Dinner 2022, Served as 
mentor for Intern in Class of 2022

Member at Large
Kathy Marks

Class year: 2014

Ever or currently serving on Board of Trustees: Yes -- 
Member at Large 1 year, Secretary 1 year

Committees you have served on: Victory Garden, 
Early Ohio Settlers Garden, Swags for Cancer Cen-
ter, Greenhouse/Field Trials, Jubilee, Docent, Plant 
Sell-a-Bration, Fair Flower Show, numerous others 
on as-needed basis

Donna Myers

Class year: 2002

Ever or currently serving on Board of Trustees: I 
served 1 year as at large member when it was first 
established. I also served as President in 2020 as 
well as President elect and Past President.

I served as tri-chair of Utzinger garden, Victory 
Garden, Early Ohio Settlers Garden, Plant Sellabra-
tion, Education Committee, SPGA Jubilee Commit-
tee, Recognition Committee, Cancer Center Swag 
Committee, Social Committee, Field Trial Committee, 
helped organize donor events, Fair Flower Show 
Committee and Fundraising Committee.

Jerri Taylor

Class year: 2020

I am retired and have been married for 44 years. 
I have 2 sons, 3 grandsons and 1 granddaughter. 
I have lived for 35 years in Clark County in an old 
farmhouse on 10 acres that we spent most of our 
adult lives restoring. 

Most of my working career was spent in medical 
office management, HR, and employment recruiting. 

 For almost 20 years I have been a member of a 
women’s philanthropic sorority where I have held 
positions at chapter, regional and national levels. 
I am a graduate of the Clark County Leadership 
program. I volunteered as a Junior Achievement 
instructor for approximately 12 years. I currently 
serve as the Chair for The Clark County Board of 
Zoning Appeals and before that served on the Rural 
Zoning Commission for approximately 12 years. 

I have always had a passion for flower gardening and 
have many gardens in my yard and have held several 
weddings and many events at my home.  

I currently serve as the Perennial Committee Co-
Chair. I worked on the SFFG selection committee 
and volunteered with the swag committee, the 
fair committee and at SPGA Jubilee.  I am also 
attempting to revitalize the field trip committee.

It would be an honor to serve as Member at Large.
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Sue Ann Dill and Marilyn Hinderer cleaning up the 
hydrangea beds during October Garden Clean Up.

A progression of the work at the Landscape with Nature 
Garden in SPGA. 1. Plans  2. Digging beds  3. Planting beds  
4. A new pergola to sit in and enjoy Nature.

Pictures from the Snyder Park Gardens and arboretum

1.

2.

3. 4.

Jan O’Neill doing an excellent one armed clean up 
at the trial beds.
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More pictures 

Sue Ann Dill, Judy Finnegan and 
Wendy May at the State MGV 
Conference.

Connie Mitchell and Deb Brugger with Jennifer Andon 
(center) State Master Gardener Volunteer Program 
Manager at the 2022 State MGV Conference.

Dennis Latimer and Sue Ann Dill during our October 
Garden Clean Up.

Judy Finnegan purchasing raffle 
tickets at State MGV Conference.

Jerri Taylor cleaning up around the Springfield 
Foundation Feature Gardens.
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Clark County
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tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Don’t Forget
November 2nd & 16th

SPGA Garden  
Clean up  

10:00 am to Noon
(weather Permitting)Fall clean up at the SPGA Springfield Foundation 

Feature Gardens.


